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JThe subject of tlie folio vvixig Histaty seemt 

not un^rthy of aitettti9n, A jBritish reader 

may esteem it neither useless nor uninterest^ 

>I^' ing, to trace the progress of the English pow- 

%s^ er in Ireland, fi'om the invasion of tienry 

V the Second, through the conflicts of many 

^^ages, short intervals of peace, the sudden 

^ revival of hostihties, the suppression of civil 

;S^ war, tlie attempts t0 compose all Baiiprml dii^ 

^ ordefs, and the final c^sp^ffi^^-jti tki^ caj^se qf 

'^i^ James the Secondp It 'is V^ subject which 

^ comes recommended at legt^^i^y the merit 

^ of novelty: for, although ,p4rticulaj:.jieFiGds 

^ of these affairs iiave been £i ej^iedr^sQ^^ 

•^ imperfectly, sometimes copiously * yet no ge- 

^ ^ neral and connected history bath yet appear^ 

^ ed of those actions, counsels, incidents, and 

w revolutions, which ended in establishing the. 

^ authority of the crown of England, in a 

country, now, a respectahle member of tl>e 

^' British empire: 

;^ Vol* L a At 

^ • 
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PRELIMINARY 

At the Revolution, indeed, the favour 
and patronage of government encouraged 
Sir Richard Cox to such an attempt. But, 
however assiduous in his researches, he pro- 
duced nothing better than an hasty, indigest- 
ed, and imperfect Chronicle, ending with 
the final suppression of the rebellion com- 
menced in the year one thousand six hundred 
and forty-one. More than fourscore years 
have elansed since the last commotions of 
Ireland; during this interval it hath made 
successful advances id refinement and litera- 
ture : and the descendants bf the English 
settlers in this country seem to have had both 
leisure and inducement, to record those ac- 
tions in which their ancestors took so conside- 
rable a part. But men of tetters thought, 
perhaps, too meanly of the subject; they 
were deterred by the darkness in which some 
periods were involved; by the painful and 
disgusting' pursuit of materials not yet dis- 
closed, or not yet wrought into any regular 
narrative ; or by the labour of selection from 
writers, who viewed, their favourite object 
witli- ail*, e^ h(i{it\pB^^f and detailed every 
indd6nt\!}^ilh 4p.op minuteness. 

Birr thB .eirCfnWstaaices of Ireland were a 
still more'dispirithig Obstacle to the historian 
of this countrJ^ Prejudices and animosities 
could hot lend with its disorders. The rela- 
tions of every transaction in times of contest 
and turbulence, were for many years dictated 
by pride, by resentment, by the* virulence of 
faction, by the obliquity of particular interests 

and 
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and competitions. It was scarcely possible 
for a writer not to share in the passions and 
prejudices of those around him: or, however 
candid, dispassionate, and accurate, still he 
*m<(t have done dangerous violence to their 
opinions and prepossessions. Time, and re- 
flection, and an iilcreasing liberality of sentir 
ment, may have sheathed the acrimony of 
contending parties; and those at a distance 
may look on their contentions with indiffer^ 
ence : yet, even at this da)^, the historian of 
Irish affairs must be armed agaiijist censure 
only by an integrity which confines him to 
truth, and a literary courage which despise!^ 
every charge but that of wilful or carelessi 
misrepresentation. 

In several instances the author may have 
stated facts in a manner different from those 
writers usually apeepted as authentic. Had 
he in such cases pVoceeded to a particular 
examination of the opinions and assertions 
of other men ; had he entered into a justir 
iioation of his own ficcountS| or specified the 
reasons which determined him to reject or tq 
admit every particular authority, his work 
must have swelled to ai^ enormous size. He 
was therefore obliged to content himself 
with a diligent and attentive 'inspection of 
different evidence, with a careful use of his 
private judgment, with exhibiting the author 
rities he chose tq follow, without generally 
engaging in critical and conti^oversial discus* 
sions. They who are best acquainted with 
the materials of which this History, and 
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particjulafly the latter periods^ have been 
iprmed, will possibly l»e. the. readiest to ac* 
Jaiovykdge tlie neio^ssity of this method* 

It will jii^Jy be expected, that som^iog 
^o«id he said of the ancient stjite of Ireiaml 
previous to the adventure »f Henry's subjects. 
But in this the author nrinst: €onf)i;ie himself 
to those partijculars which seem necessary to 
introduce, or to illustrate bis pn»ci|:Kal sub- 
ject. It is IK) part of his design to explore 
the antiquities of the Irish, to decide on the 
authenticity of their scattered records^, or to 
take any share in any content relative to tl:\ese 
points. He is ({articularly disqualified for 
such attempts^ by being totally unacqiiainteii 
\Vith the Irish language. Ip recurj^ing to the 
jnonkish arinals quoted in the first and second 
volumes, he was indebted to translations made 
for the use of Sir Jaiiies Ware, and in posses- 
sion of th^ University of Di^blin ; to the 
collections^ now thp property pf the Dubmn 
Society, and most pbligingly (^oinmunicate'd- 
by that respectable body ; but abov^j all, to 
the walous friendship and assistance of 
Charles Q'GbNNOs^ esquire, And here 
he tnight enlarge pn the assistance he hath 
recejvedf and the materials obtfiined both in 
iingiand and Ireland- J3at a^: such detaifci 
jjnaybe syspepted to (:ohtain naorp of osten*? 
tatipn than gratitude, the reader shall not be 
detained from that which speijis of absoj^tf 
liepesiity tp J>e prenjisedtr . 
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OV THE 

HISTORY OF IRELAND 

PREVipUS TO TMg 

INTBODUCTION OF CHRlSTlANltY. 

Xf all Tiatiofis have affected to deduce their 
History from the earliest periods, and to 
claim that origin which they deemed most 
honourabie, the old Irish have been j|articu- 
lariy tempted to indulge this vanity. X)e» 
pressed for many ages, and reduced to a mor- 
tifying state of inferiority, slung with the 
reproaches, with the contempt, and somei 
times with the injurious slander of their 
neighbours, they passionately recurred to the 
monuments of their ancient glory, and spoke 
q[ the noble actions of their ancestors in the 
glowing style of indignation. OTlaghcrty, 
their celebrated anticjuariah, (in a vindication. 
of his Ogygiij against Sir George Mackenzie, 
which I have seen in manuscript) speaks with 
an eqthusi€|stio zeal of his country, as the 
venerable mother of Britain, *^ thg^t engen-* 
V dered of her own bowels one hundred and 
•* seventy«one monarchs for above' two thou^s 
^ fiand years, to the year 1 198, kU of the 
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'^ s&me house and lineage ; with sixty-eight 
*' kings and one queen of British-Scotland 
•• (omitting Bruces and Baliols) and four 
. •' imperial kings arid two queens of Great 
*• Britain and Ireland, sprung from her own 
'* loins/' In the reign of Edward the Se- 
icond, the Irish cliimed a still greater anti- 
quity. An Ulster prince of this time, boasts 
jToiidiuL to the pope of an uninterrupted succession of 
^'^'"'^one hundread and ninety-seven kings of Ire- 
Ijjnd^ to the year 1 170. 

It cannot be denied, that no literary mo- 
numents have yet been discovered in Ireland 
earlier than the introduction of Christianity 
into this country ; and that the evidence of 
any transactions previous to this j^riod, rests 
entirely on the credit of Christian writers^ 
andtl||ir collections from old poets, or their 
jtrans(^t$ of records deemed to have been 
made i^ times of paganism. It seems un- 
reasonable to expect, that any other domestic 
evidence of Irish antiquity shouljd subsist at 
this day. Froqj these the antiquarian forms 
a regular history, (mixed indeed with childish 
and absurd fables) of ^ long succession of 
kings from the earlier ages of the world. 
Not to mention Partholan, his sons, his 
bound, and oxen; the gigantic Fomorians 
and their extirpation ; the Nemedians, Fir-, 
bolgs, Tuatha-de-Danans and their sorce- 
ries; It is generally asserted, that about a 
thousand, or to speak with the more mode- 
rate, about five hundread years before the 
Christian «ra, a colony of Scythians, imme- 

diatdy 



DISCOURSE. 

diately from l^pain, settled in Ireland, and 
introduced the Phoenician language and let- 
ters into this country ; and that however it 
might have been peopled still earlier from 
Gaul or Britain, yet Heber, Heremon, and 
Ith, the sons of Milesius, gave a race of 
kings to the Irish, distinguished from their 
days by the names of Gadelians and Scuits, 
or Scots, Hence their writers trace a gra- 
dual refinement of their country, from a state 
of barbarous feuds, factions, and competiti* 
ons;*bntil th^ monarch celebrated in their 
annals by the name of Ollam-Fodia, es- 
tablished a regular form of government, 
erected a grand senxinary of learning, and in- 
stituted- the Fes, or triennial convention of 
provincial kings, priests, and poets, at Tea- 
mor, or Tarah, in Meath, for the establish- 
Anent of laws and regulation of government 
Keating, the Irish historian, who transcribed 
his accounts from poetical records, mentions 
little more of this boasted assembly, than that 
its great object was to introduce civility, and 
to guard against those crimes which predomi- 
nate in days of rudeness and violence. The 
magnificent detail of its grandeur and solem- 
nity, the scrupulous attention paid by its 
members to the national history, annals, and 
genealogiei^, are nothing more, (as I iam as- 
sured) than the interpolations of an ignorant 
and (Hiesumptuous translator. 

But whatever were the institutions of this 
monarch, it is acknowledged that they soon 
proved too weak for the wildness and disorder 

of 
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of the time. To Kimbatfa, one of his suc-^ 
ce8sor9r the annalists gite the honocrr of pe- 
viviirg tbenH bes^ides that of regulftting' Ulster, 
Im femily proTince, and adoroing' it by the 
stately palace of Eamaniaf erected near 
Armagh. Bwt Hugony, iihmedtate successor 
to Kimbath, is celebrated for stiff farther 
advance!^ id the work of reformation. He h 
described as a monarch powerful by sea and 
land, and equally distinguished by hfs poffti** 
cal abilities. Of five provinciail kings, |btir, 
we are told, had ever proved the niost perti^ 
nacioiis disturbers of ibe Mb who enjoyed • 
the monarchy. Td break the power of thesf 
rivals, Hugony pfiirtelted; the islkttd itito 
twenty-five dynasties, birring them by oath 
to accept no other monarch but one of hi^ 
own family. Yet such precaution^ it seeing, 
could not secure him from a violent death, ; 
nor prevent a series of aj^sassinatiolis^ by 
which the monarchs were for ages removed, 
scarcely with one exception. 

O'Connor '^"^ festoratiott of the pentarchal govern*- 
Disseru mettt is dated about a century before the? 
Ghristian sera, andissaidtohave been succeed- ■ 
edby a political tevolutionof someimportanct?. " 
Among the other poWei^ and privileges tff 
the Irish fileas or bards, they had been for 
ages dispensers of the *laWs, and the whole 
nation submitted to their tribunals. Their 
honours were considerable, their numbers 
^. . prodigious, and in a course of ages they 
naturally abused their power. Their ordi--' 
nances were affectedly obsaired, and could 

only 
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ooly be iaterpreted by themselves ; their de- 
cisions were frequently pai^tial and unjust, the 
people grew impatient of their oppressiobt 
and threatened to exterminate the whole 
order. They fled for shelter to Concovar- 
Mac-Nessa the reigning monarch.* On pro- 
mise of reformation he protected them from 
the impending danger. At the same time, to 
remove the just complaints of his people, he 
employed the most eminent among them to 
compile an intelligible, clear, and ecjuitable 
body of laws, which were received with 
rapture, and called, in the elevated language 
of an unpolished tige, Ceijbstial Decisions, 

Instead of the effects naturally to be 
expected from sage counsels, and patriotic 
institutions, the annalists now present us with 
a new series of barbarities, successions pre- 
cipitated by murder, factions, anarchy, and 
seditions. In this disordered state of things, 
we are told, that the Irish chieftain menti- 
oned by Tacitus, addressed himself to Agri- 
cola, and encouraged him to make a descent 
on Ireland. But, instead of subscribing to 
the opinion, that a single legion and a k\v 
£tuxjliaries would be sufficient to reduce the 
whole island, the Irish historian considers the 
suggestion as utterly extravagant, even in the* 
present unsettled state of bis country, and 
records with triumph, that the Irish monarch 
of. this time, instead of dreading an invasion 
of thfe Romans^ sailed to the assistance of the , 
Picts, led an irruption into the Roman pro- 

Yqu I. b vince. 
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vince, and Returned in triumph laden with 
foreign spoils. 

On the death of this prince, called Crim- 
than, the annalists lament that the succession 
of the line of Heremon to the monarchy was 
interrupted; that the old Firbolgs, or Bel- 
gian inhabitants, grew so powerful and tur- 
bulent as to establish a monarch of their own 
race, and to harass the country for many years, 
(with some short intei^vals) by the plebeian, 
or Attacotic war, as it was called. We are 
told, that at length, Tuathal, a prince of the 
Milesian family, returned from North l^ritain 
with some Pictish aijt^iliaries, and vindicated 
the honour of his house; that he assembled 
the general convention at Tarah, was recog- 
nized supreme monarch, and obligied his sub- 
jects by a solemn oath to elect their future 
sovereigns from his family; that he separated 
the district of Meath from the other provinces 
of Ireland, and appointed it for the appenage 
of the monarch; that he adorned it with 
stately edifices ; and that he established, or 
at least revived a famous assembly at Taltion 
in Meath, the great resort of the whole fiati- 
K^iing. on, for the purposes of traffic, sports, and 
social intercourse. 

The provincial king of Leinster is said to 
have provoked this monarch by an act of 
singular perfidy. He had married the daugh- 
ter- of Tuathal ; but conceiving an adulter- 
ous passion for her sister, pretended that his^ 
wife had died; and demanded, and obtained 

her 
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her sister in marriage. The two ladies met 
in the royal house of Leinster ; astonishment 
and vexation put an end to their lives ; the 
monarch invaded his san*in-law, whose pro* 
vince was preserved from desolation^ only on 
condition of paying a grievous tribute^ as a 
})erpetual memorial of the resentment of 
Tuathal, and the offence committed by the 
king of Leinster, To the exaction of this 
odious and oppressive tribute are ascribed the 
commotions and disorders of ages. Conn, 
one of the succeeding monarchs. is said to 
have lived in perpetual turbulence, and with 
a variety of fortune, by his atte^Tipts to en- 
force the payment of it i^ and at length to 
have been driven to a paitition of the mor 
Diarchy with the prince of Munster^ contents 
ing himself with the northern moiety, called 
'•Leath-Conn, while his rival enjoyed the 
southern, stiled Leath-Mogha*. But he re-? 
covered his former |X)wer, by surprising and 
killing the Munster prince. Conn too died 
by violence, with the superb titltJ of CoNN 

OF THE HUNDRED BATTLES. 

CoRMAC O'CoNN, grandson of this hero, 
is said to be the most renowned of all the 
pagan njonarchs. The annalists date the 
commencement of his reign about the year 
of Christ 254, They speak with rapture of 
the splendour and^ magnificence of his court, 
his three warlike sons, his ten beauteous 
daughters, his guards, his palaces, his for- 
midable militia, and their illustrious general 
Finn, the son of Ciimhal, and father of 

Ois- 
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Oissian the immortalbard ; his revision of 
the laws, and endowments of learned semi- 
^ naries, his triumph over his rebeltious sub^ 
jeets, the resignation of his dignity, ^fid his 
philosophical retreat 

ThE effects of an education received from, 
such a father are said to have been honour- 
ably displayed in the conduct of his son 
Carbry-LifFecar. But tlie wisdom and poli* 
cy of these princes, we are told, could not 
stem the torrent of domestic strife and nati-- 
onal factions. Carbry died by the sword : 
his immediate successors shared the same 
fate; and even tho«e, who contrived to hold 
the sceptre for many years, at length felt by 
treachery or war. The contests of the un-» 
just and ambitious laid the country waste ; 
and the stately palace of Eamania was de- 
stroyed by flames. Crimthan, who carried 
bis arms into Gaul and Britain, died by poi^ 
son: and Nial of the nine hostages, 
after his brave enterprize in support of the 
Albanian Dalraida, and his successes in Arr 
morica, fell by the hand of an assassin. To 
Dathy, his successor, and the last of pagan 
monarcbsi, annalii^ts assign a long and peace- 
. ful reign„ till at length, engaging in foreign 
wars, he was killed tfy lightning near the 
Alps. 

From the poetical annals that furnish this, 
catalogue of monarchs, we have a lively 
picture of manners, more worthy of atten- 
tion than the events which they deliver, with 
so profuse ^ mixture ^f giantSj* necromancers, 

9b- 
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(Obscure aHegories and extravagani iirbfes: 
They describe a brave people, driven from 
their native land in search of new settle- 
meats, establishing themselves by theff va- 
lour in a feir and fertile island: the chiefs 
tains parcelling out lands to their attendants, 
and the whole collection of adventoriers, 
from the moment of their peaccabFe establish- 
ment, devising means to give slability to 
their acquisitions. From one- femily more 
distinguished and reverenced than the rest, 
they choose a monarch, not with that regard 
to primogeniture suited to timesr more com- 
posed, but the ablest and bravest of tbe par- 
ticular race, as the man most Hkefy to pro- 
tect or to avenge them. To guard against 
the confusion of sudden accident in a time" 
of violence, a successor is appofnted to this 
monarch during his life, who ort his demise 
is instantty to take the reins of government. 
But the power of the monarch is consider- 
ably limited. His associates in adventure,* 
conscious of their own merit, cFatm a share 
of dignity as well as of emolument. They 
jiay their tributes to that provincial fciirg 
whom they choose monarch of the island. 
In the other provinces they exercise all regal 
authority by virtue of a similar election. 
They have their rights independent of the 
monarch, and frequently vindicate them by 
firms against his invasions. The monarch, 
sensible 6f the danger arising front their 
tqrbufent i^pirit of* freedom, endeavours to 
secure his authority, sometimes by dividing 
their power, sometimes by uniting the vari- 
ous 
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ous independent states into one general in- 
terest by national conventions. In this state 
of things, a robust frame of body, a vehe- 
mence of passion, an elevated imagination 
were the characteristics of the people. No- 
ble instances of valour, generous effusions 
of benevolence, ardent resentments, despe- 
rate and vindictive outrages abound in their 
annals. To verse and music they are pecu- 
liarly addicted. They who are possessed of 
any superior degree of knowledge, they who. 
operate on their fancies and passions by the 
liveliest strains of poetry, are held in extra- 
ordinary veneration 2 the ministers of their 
religion are accounted more than human. 
To all these they submit their contests ; they 
consult them as oracles of law and policy, . 
But reflection and the gradual progress of 
refinement convince theni of th? necessity of 
settled laws, The principles of equity and 
independence implanted in the human preast 
receive them wjth delight ; but the violence 
of passion still proves superior to their re-i 
straint. Private injuries arp revenged by 
force ; and insolent and fimbitioqs chieftaiqs 
still recur to amis. 

They who compare this account with the 
progress of society in other European settle- 
ments, may decide on the justness of this 
colouring. The Irish antiquarian deduces from 
it an intrinsic proof of the general authentic 
city of his favourite annals. Even from the 
i^le tales of enchantments and st^pernajtural 
events, a late advocate labours to prove their 

high 



high antiquity. *' Intd this story/* saith doctor 

Warner, speaking of a particnlar engage- Warner. 

ment, "there is foisted a very wonderous^^jj[„j 

" tale of the skill and enchantments of the p. 344 

*' Druids in each army ; in order, no doubt, 

" to possess their countrymen with an high 

'* opinion and esteem of the power and im- 

" pof tance of their holy leaders, as well as 

*' to enliven the history with wonder and 

" surprise. At the same time therefore 

** that we acquit the bard who invented it 

'' in that age of darkness and superstition, 

'* we must condemn doctor Keating, who 

*' relates it to us in these days for serious 

" history. Indeed his relating it to us from 

** the ancient records has answered one end, 

** for which we ought to forgive him : it has 

" furnished us with a proof from the history 

" of Ireland itself, of the antiquity of that 

•• history, and of the existence of letters 

" before the introduction of Christianity. 

" For though in the time of Druidism it was 

" natural to take every opportunity of dis- 

" playing the power of that order, yet this 

" was al^urd and inconsistent in Christian 

** annalists, and could not therefore be foisted 

" in by them ; nor the history be the pro- 

'^ duction of later ages, as our candid critics 

" all seem to contend." 

But to the antiquarian I leave it to esta- 
blish the authenticity of this history. It is 
only pertinent to m}^ present purpose to ob- 
serve, that if we suppose that the old poets 
were merely inventors of this whole series 

of 



of actions and iocideats so circumi^taotiaUy 
detaUedt stiU they must have drawn their 
picture £roni that government and those man- 
xiGTB, wbiidbi subsisted in their own dayis^ or 
were remembered by their fe.tbers. So that 
we naay reasonably conclude, that the sfcatq 
of Ireland for jseveral centuries at least before 
the introduction of the English power, was 
such as they describe it in ihieac early periods^ 
And this is the only conclusion wmch I am 
concernad to establish. 
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01? tut 
EStABLISHMENT OP OHRISTIAKITY, 

IN 

IRELAND. 

AND TH£ 

CONSEQUENCES OF THIS EVENT. 

•* HE conversion of the Irish to Chnstianity 
is^ generally considered as ^a new period^ 
whence - we may trace their history with 
more certainty ; though we still find it en- 
cumbered with legendary and poetical f5rc- 
tions. The people were prepared for th» 
preaching of Patrick their great apostle, by 
the gradual progress, of the Oosj/eli by the 
labours of sonie^ former mibsiouaries, and (if 
we may believe the old annalibts) by the- 
liberal and phillsKsophlcat spirit ot Cormac 
O'Conn, who fi^st tuiight his subjexts to de- 
spise the pagan rkes. To hirn they princi- 
pally attribute it, that the Dniidicj^l order so 
ancient and so puw^rful, gradually declined 
in consecjuence, tljough not extinct on the ar- 
rival of the great missionary ; i'or the most 
authentic records mention the natoe of a 
Druid who violently opposed the introduc- 
tion of Christianity;, and warned the itionarch 
of the heavy and oppressive taxations which 
Vol. I. € th# 
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tKe people must slifier from the new religious 
establishment. 

Patrick, say the adversaries of Irish 
antiquity, laid the foundation of civility in 
this barbarous country, by teaching the use 
of letteri to its ignorant inhabitants. Pa- 
trick, say the advocates for this antiquity, in- 
troduced the Roman character, in which his 
copies of the Scriptures and Liturgies were 
written, and in which the new Irish converts 
transcribed the Sacred Writings, with such 
ease and* expedition as were impossible for 
unlettered mea. They remind lis, that 
Fiach, to whom Patrick first delivered the 
new cliaraQter, was the disciple of Dubthah- 
O'Lugair, aniHustrious poet, who, some time- 
before^ had sent his pupil into Connaught, to 
present some of his compositions to the. 
|xrtnces of this country. But they proceed 
3rtJt farther : for, not to mention their ac- 
counts of the Ogham, their ancient or cry[>- 
tic character, or their arguments from the 
number, the arrangement, the names of the 
Irish letters, or Beth-luis-niop, they furnished 
Sir James Ware with a Hng catalogue of 
writers in the days of paganism, from Amer- 
gin brother to Heber and H^remon. 

Archbishop Usher har( shewn that the* 
system of doctrines taught by Patrick were 
free from the erroneous novelties of the 
church of Rome- But pure as his preaching 
might be, the doctrines of the Gospel, 
which, if their influence be not fatally coun- 
ter-* 
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teracted; tend to refine, harmonize, and 
elevate the human mind, do not appear to 
have been so deeply imbibed, or blended so 
thoroughly with |:he natural principles of the 
people, as to {Sroduce any extraordinary reform 
mation of nationalmanners. Even Leogaire, 
the converted monarch, made an unchristian 
attack on Leinster, was defeated, and by a 
solemn oath renounced the old tribute which 
4)ad been the pretence of quarrel. Yet no 
sooner had he returned to his own territory, 
and reassembled Ws forces, than, with a 
shocking defiance of his sacred obligation, 
he again rushed into the province wiih fire 
and sword. It is true the nionastic aqnalists, 
scandalized at this conduct, tell us, that Leo^ 
gaire apostatized after his baptism. The 
iact, if admitted, only exhibits a notable in-? 
stance, in which an inveterate corruption of 
manners proved too powerful for the preachers 
of Christianity, even when its doctrine had 
been embraced and professed. And forages 
after the death of this uioiii^rGh, the annuls 
.abound in horrid instances of revenge, and " ^ 
hideous effects of avarice 4ind ambition. Yet 
Christianity, as then taught, although it - 
could not eradicate, at least restrained the 
national vices, A numerous body of eccle- 
siastics secular and regular, quickly swarmed 
over the whole country, frequently became 
qmpire^ between contending clueftaius; and 
when they could not ponfine them within 
the bounds of reason 3.nd religion, at le.at>t 
t^rrifiedthem bydenounping divine vengeance 
against their excesses. An ignorant people 

lis- 
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listened to their tales of pretended miracles 
with a religious, horror. In the midst of 
^very provincial contest and every domestie 
fitrife, they were sacred and inviolate. They 
soon learned to derive their own emolument 
from tl>e public veneration. The infant 
church was every where amply endowed* tand 
the prayens of holy men repaid by large 
donations. Sqme of the oldest remains of 
Irish literature, as^hey have been explained to 
me, inform us, that the people were taught 
to dedicate the first born of aU cattle to the 
church, jis a matter of indispensible obiiga? 
tion. But if the clergy thus acquired riches^ 
they applied them tp the noblest purpose^. 

f?THB M6nks,'^ saith Mr. O'Connor, 
f* fixed their habitations in deserts, which 
" they cultivated with their own hands, and 
" rendered the most delightful spots jp the 
P'Con- ** kingdom. These dpserts became well pot 
Diasert. " '^^^^ cities *, and it is remarkable enough 
f th^t to the Monks we owe so useful an 
" institution in Ireland as bringing great 
«* numbers toge^h^ iqto one civil communi-r 
f' ty.— -In these cities the Monks set up 
♦^ schools, in which they educated the youth 
'^ not only of the island but the neighbourr 
f* nations." The testiniony of Bede is un- 
questionable, that about the middle of the 
seventh century, in the d?^y§ of the venerable 
prelates Finig^n and Colman, m^i^ny npbles and 
pther orders of the Anglo-Saxons, retire4 
from their own country into Ireland, either 

■ : ' for 
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for instruction, or for an' b|;)portunity of liv- 
ing in monasteries of stricter discipline: and 
that the Scots (as he styles the Irish) main- 
tained them, taught them, and furnished 
them with books, without fee or reward:- 
•* A most honourable testimony," saith the 
elegant lord Lvttelton, " not only to the 
" learning, but likewise to the hospitality 
'* and bounty of that nation f" A conflux 
of foreigners to a retired island, at a time 
when Europe was in ignorance and confusion, 
gave peculiar lustre to this seat of learning : 
nor is it improbable or surprising, that seven, 
thousand students studied at Armagh, agree* 
,ably to the accounts of Irish writers, though 
the seminary of Armagh was but one of those 
numerous colleges erected in Ireland. 

But the labours of the Irish clergy were 
not confmed to their own country. Their 
missionaries were sent to the continent. They 
ponverted heathens, they confirmed beliewrs, 
they erected convents, they established schools 
of learning ; they taught the use of letters 
to the Saxons and Normans, they converted 
the Picts by the preaching of Columb-kill, 
one of their renowfted ecclesiastics : Burguii- 
dy, Germany, and other countries received 
their instructions : and Europe with gratitude 
confessed the siiperior knowledge, the piety, 
the zeal, the purity of the Island of 
Saints. Such are the ^events bn which 
Irish writers cjwell with an enthusiastic 
delight 

Tn5 
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The first Christian missionaries seem to 
have industriously avoided all unnecessary vio- 
lence to (he ancient manners of the Irish. 
Their poets they favoured and protected; 
the remains of the Druidical order were not 
pei*secuted ; and although divine vengeance 
was thundered against the worshippers of the 
sun, stars, and winds, it is evident, that some 
pagan superstitions were overlooked with too 
great indulgence ; for they subsist at this 
day in Ireland : fires are' lighted up at parti- 
cular limes, and the more ignorant Irish still 
drive their cattle through these fires, as^ an 
effectilal means of preserving them from 
future accidents, 

Whatever were the civil establishments 
in Ireland on the introduction of Christianity, 
the first missionaries attempted no ess^ential 
alterations. '•They thought," saitli Mr, 
O'Connor, ** that schemes of political legis- 
^' lation belonged properly to the civil power 
i'* alone." Possibly their genius was too 
confined, -and possibly they were too much 
absorbed in the immediate business of their 
mission to entertain such schemes. The 
written laws, however, if the Irish had any 
written laws, were in several points necessari- 
ly to be accommodated to the new religious 
establishment. Accordingly we are told that, 
OCon- on the first rece]>iion of Christianity, Patrick 
Dissert. ^'^^ ^^^ ^^^ ""^^ pei^sons, kings, bards, and 
ffrag:- ecclesiastics, appointed to revisp the ordi- 
Brdlon^ nances of pagan times, and to form a new 
Law. code of laws; that the code was formed, 

pub- 
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published, and known to posterity by the 
name of Seanchas-MoiRj or the great 
Antiquity. 

English writers treat the idea of written 
laws, or any settled jurisprudence among the 
old Irish as merely chimerical. Sir Ricbard^?^' 
Cox is positive that the nation never had any of ire- 
written compilation of laws, or any other ^*"^» 
rule of right but the will of a chieftain, or Davis, 
the arbitrary decisions of his Breiion or^^^cove- 
Judge, who sat without formality in the ofjen"^' 
air; and attended only to the will of his 
patron. Sir John Davis, a still greater au- 
thority, declares that the Brehons gave judg- 
ment in all causes, '* with the assistance of 
** certain scholars, who had learned many 
** rules of the civil and canon law, rather by 
*\ tradition than by reading." 

In opposition to such unfavourable repre- 
sentations, and to the opprobrious name of 
" Gens Exlex'* by which Giraldus Cam- 
brensis marks the old Irish, their writers 
quote the authority of Joceline, who asserts, 
" Patricium, magnum volumen, quod dici- 
*' tur Canoin-Padruig sive canones Patricii, 
'* scripsisse, quod cuilibet persoute seu secu- 
•* lari seu etiam ecclesiasticae ad justitiam ex- 
*' ercendam, & salutem obtinendam, satis 
•' congru^ convenit :"- they produce the testi- 
mony of Saint Bernard, who, in his enqomi 
um on Malachy the Irish saint, says expressly. 
** Omnibus tradebat jura ecclesfastica, opti- 
'* mus legislator, leges dabat ^jlenag modestiae 



aw^ PRELIMINARY 

'* & honestatis. — Repetuatur aMiqu^ consue- 
" dines quas bonas fuisse constitit; nee modo 
" Vetera restaurantur ; cuduntur & nova :" 
and still farther, they testify that several 
• collections of the old Irish laws existed in 
their own days. The author of Cambrensis 
E versus declares that he saw many large 
volumes of these laws on vellum, the text 
in a larger, the comment in a smaller writ- 
ing. " Vidi ego plura e pergameno spissa 
" legum Hibernicarum volumina, & in illis 
" textum charactere grandiori conscriptum, 
•* lineis modice disjunctis, iaciliori vocum 
*' interpretatione mrnutioribus literis inserta. 
" Uberiora commentaria per paginam diffusa 
" textum obibant, eadem omnino rations; 
^* qua textum & glossam in libris utriusque 
''juris aspicimus." ** I have thirty books 
•* of our law/' saith Roddy, another Irish 
antiquarian, *' although my honoured friend 
" Sir Richard Cox was once of opinion 
*' that our law was arbitrary, and not fixed 
" or written, until I convinced him of the 
* contrary by shewing him some of our 
" old law-books." 

Wfi may observe that neither Lynch in 
his refutations of Cambrensis, nor thiis Roddy, 
the collector of Irii^h books, says one word 
of having read or examined these' tracts; 
uor attempts to give any account of their 
contents* The one only saw them; the 
other Only shewed them; but neither under*, 
stood these books. Lluyd the antiquarian 
saw them, aad to him they M^^e equally wn- 

in- 



tatclligible ; but with more ingenuousness hfe 
c<Mifesses hts ignorance, and in a postscript 
to the preface of his Irish Dictionary, copies 
a passage from his old parchments as a specie • 
men of ancient Irish, which he cannot ex- 
plain, and of which lie requests anf interpreta- 
tioh from any gentleman of Ireland or Scot- 
land. Two volumes of oW Irish manu- 
scripts, which appear to have been part of 
Mr. LIuyd's collection, and one of which 
coofcatins the passage he extracted, were com- 
municated to me in London, by Edmond 
Burke, Esq. and conveyed to Ireland. The^ 
contain tracts apparently juridical ; as the 
text, commentf ajnd glossary precisely corres- 
pond with the description of Lynch. They 
were pronounced by readers of the Irish 
language to be fragments of the Seaochas- 
Moir compiled by Patrick, or rather much 
earlier, by some pagan legislator : they were 
acknowledged to be written in a dialect dif* 
ferent froln that of their poets and annalists ; 
and siich, as thdy who studied these poets and 
annalists could not explain* They were in- 
deed discouraged from the attempt, not only 
by the difficulties of an obsolete language, 
but by a strange coiifuifeion and incolierence * » 
which appeared in these writings even where 
the words were intelligible. If was suspect- 
ed, that this arose from an affectation of ob^ 
scurity. But a more natural solution of the 
difficulty hath been just now given. Charles 
Vallancey, Esq. a native of England, by a 
laborious attention to the ancient language of * 
Ireland, had gained a knowledge of it, sut^ 
r Vol. L d prising 
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prising to those n^atives who made it the great 
object of their stiKly. To him I communi- 
cated these old manuscripts, and he claims 
the merit of first explaining them, and has 
obligingly furnished me with translations and 
copious extracts of the ancient Irish laws» 
contained in these books, and another of the 
same kind in the library of Trinity College 
Dublin. A considerable part of the diffi* 
culty which Mr. Lluyd and other inspectcwrs 
of these books hitherto experienced, arose, it 
seems, from not adverting to the proper me- 
thod of reading them ; as they are written in 
the manner well known to the Grecian ariti^ 
quary »by the name of Bodstrophedon. 
'The unusual inversion of lines occa^oned the 
apparent incoherence and confusion above- 
mentioned. When this circumstance was 
once pointed out, the difficulties arising from 
an ol>solete language appeared not so consi- 
derable- 

The laws thus discovered appear to be no 
part of the great code or Seanchas-Moir said 
to be framed in the days of Patrick, but of 
a date considerably later. The Seanchas* 
Moir is frequently quoted both in the text 
and comment, as also another old code called 
thtt laws of Ulster, which the learned Irish 
claim to haye been "^ made in the house of 
Eamania, long l>efore the preaching of their 
great apostle. In one place it is ordained, 
that in a particular case, when the property 
of lands is disputed, the unanimous voices 
of TWELVS aicn shall decide the controver* 
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iy. Meoce it was inferred by those who only 
understood the translation, that these Irish 
}aws w£re nodiing more than the local ordi^ 
nances of some Brehoo, who had copied 
from the legal proceedings of his neighbours, 
the English settlers. But such inferences 
were immediately encountered by an appeal 
to the style of these remains : which is said, 
both in the text and comment, (evidently 
written at different periods) to be as distini^ 
guishable from the Irish of the twelfth or 
diirteenth century, as the language of Chau^ 
cer and Spencer from the compositions of 
present tinies. And indeed the matter of 
these laws seems to bear strong internal 
mark$ of antiquity. They never once mentioiy 
foreigners or foreign septs se|:tied in Ireland. 
They abound in regulations for bartering 
goods ; they rate all payments and amercia« 
meats by cattle and other commodities, iq 
the plgce of which the comment, as if in 
compliance with a change of manners, sub^ 
^itutes gold q.nd silver taken by weight; 
they take not the le^t notice of coined mo^ 
ney, which was introduced into Iceland by 
the Scandinavian invaders, and bec?ime com- 
mon among the Irish septs soon ftfter the set^ 
tlement of the English. Tb^y mention the 
triennial assemblies, and » convention 9i 
Taltion, Si.nd ordain that no debts shall be 
demanded or enforced by ^y legs^ proceeds 
ings during these meetings, Jflence it seems 
not improbable that these fragmients are ps^rt 
of a compilation of laws which O'Fls^ghertyO'B^g- 
tells us, were made by three brethren (whomte 

he 



he names) in the eighth cmtmy. BiH when- 
ever they were made« or .transcribed, they 
4:ertainly ei^hihit a lively picture of the maa- 
pers and customs of the Irish in early tioies« 
and W3rve to correct sonie errors of their own, 
«s well 113 of English writers.— The reader 
i0^ill exwBe thia digression; a^ it is a necessa- 
ry introduction to what appears proper to be 
Iiientipne4 under another l^ead, 
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OP TIIE 

ANCIENT MANNERS OP THE IRISH. 

And here T must ^gain premise, that . 
I cannot enter into a copious detail of eve- 
ry particular relative to the ancient manners 
of a people whose history still continues 
dark, doubtful, and deformed. I mean to 
confine myself principally to those particu^ 
lars which may illustrate ipy immediate sub- 
ject 

If we enquire into the manners of the 
ancient Irish from English writers, we find 
their representations odious and disgusting ; 
if from writers of their own race, they irC'- 
quently break out into the most animated 
encomiums of their great ancestors, Th6 
one can scarcely allow them any virtue ; the 
Gtfier, in their enthusiastic ardor, can scarce- 
ly discover the least imperfection in their laws, 
government, or manners. The historian of 
England sometimes regards them as the most 
detestable, and contemptible of the human 
race. The antiquary of Ireland raises them 
to ^n illustrious eminence, above all other 
European countries. Yet, when we examine 
their records, without regard to legendary 
tales or poetic fictions, we find them even in 
their most tmlliant periods, advanced only 
to an imperfect civilization, a state which 
exhibits tne most striking instances both of 
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Frag- the virtues and the vices of Jimnanity. We 
Bt^u^ have already seen the more general divisions 
Lawi. of the island ; the princes of the several pro- 
vinces : and tlie monarch chosen to pre^de 
over the whole collection of dynasties. The 
dignity of this monarch was supported by 
tributes paid by inferior princes^ at least 
from the time that Meath ceased to be his 
peculiar appenage^ They were paid in every 
kind of cattle, mantles* clothes, and utepsils, 
not as tributes of bondage sg.y the old records^ 
but as benevolences granted in return for the 
benefits of his laws and the benedictions of 
his clergy, Yet the number and quality of 
the tributes to be paid by every inferior dy-r 
nasty wpre apcurately ascertained- The mo- 
narch on his part was bound to purchasa 
the service and attachment of \i\s^ inferiors, 
by large donation^ of kine, sbeep^ burses, 
swine, arms, mantles, drinking-cups, of which 
every chieft^^in claimed his particular porT 
lion, and in return was bopnd to entertain 
the monarch in his progress*, for a stated 
time, and to >9ttend him for some certain 
days or mortths, and no longer^ in his n^ilitaT 
ry expeditions. 

Such is (hp account collected from an olcij 
Irish record called '• the Book ()f Tributes/- 
The obligations of the monarph an(l his sub- 
jects ^'pre mptual: each had thpir rights 
defined ; and each lived in pprpetual jea- 
lousy of the encroachments pf the other. 

The 

* The Christian clfirgy wer^ particularly careful to inculcat^t 
Aifl virtue of hoapitality, ^ 
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Tbe (kctious easily devised pretences for 
with-holding tribute from the monarch ; the 
monarch, in this case, could seek redress only 
by making war upon his subjects. If the 
presents demanded by every inferior prince 
were denied, ddayed, or not exactly pro[K)r- 
tioned to his claims, he refused his services. 
Tbe monarch was left to the resources of 
his hereditary province; and in the most 
dangerous emergencies was frequently with- 
out any army. Hence sudden, revolutions, 
and tragical catastrophes, the effects of pride, 
ambition, and reisentment. £ven when the 
military service was performed, chieftains 
^ust have oftentimes marched to the field, 
with a seoret indifference or distaste to the 
cause in which they were engaged ; and 
these they easily contrived to propagate 
among their followers. Hence in the hour 
of danger, they frequently fled on the first 
attack;^ of which we shall hereafter find 
several instances. Men, who at other times 
display such intrepidity, could scarcely yield 
with so much ease and apparent indifference, 
if they had not thought their interest and 
their honor totally unconcerned in the quarrel ; 
if they had not been discontented with their 
leader ; and their leader too weak to restrain 
or punish them. At least, this seems a more 
reasonable account of such appearances, than 
recurring to the charge of national cowardice, 
a vice scarcely to be expected among a rude 
and turbulent, though not a barbarous peo- 
ple. But if we suppose the collected forces 
of the monarch tbe most fisivourably aifected 

ta 
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to his interests, still an army, bound to sorve 
only for a season, might prove sufficient for 
some short incursions into k rebellious pro-^ 
vince; but foreigners, who might pour gra- 
dually into Ireland for settlements, or con- 
quest, were not to be exterminated by a tem- 
porary militia. 

The power and government of a provin* 
cial king were exactly similar to those of the 
monarch. His successor or Tainist was elect*- 
ed in Ws life-time ; he received tributes from 
inferior chieftains, paid for their sefvrces, 
was entertained in his visitatbns and attend- 
ed by them in his Avars, Inferior toptrchs 
governed their respective distiicts in the same 
manner: and to these again a number of 
lords were subordinate, who dwelt in their 
Raths, as Uiey were caHed, or enclosures of 
a dwelling-house ainl offices; parcelled out 
lands to their inferiors, who again possessed 
their smaller Ratlis, and commanded a smaller 
number of dependents. In these petty socie- 
ties we may view the manners of the Irish 
more distinctly. No man was bound to con- 
tinue in them longer than he found it neces- 
sary for his interest. On his admission, he 
took the name of the chieftain or Flath as he 
was csriled ; on his death, or departure^ a new 
partition was made of all the lands belonging 
to the particular district, by virtue of the law 
of " Gavel-kind," as the English called it. 
I'hrough the whole country the tenure of 
lands determined with the life of the posses- 
sor ; and as the crimes or misfortunes of men 

frc- 
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frequently forced them from one tribe to 
another, property was eternally fluctuating; 
and new partitions of lands made almost 
daily. Hence, thie cultivation of grounds was 
only in proportion to the immediate demands 
of nature, and the tributes to be |)aid to su- 
periors. And whatever magnificent struc- 
tures might have been erected for occasions of 
state, or for religious worship, it is certain that 
both princes and people dwelt in houses slight* 
ly composed of hurdles. 

Amokg a rude people, hospitality was a 
principal virtue. It was enjoined by law; 
and as neither lords nor tenants were bound 
to each other, as the whole tribe might mi. 
gratfeto some more favourable district, the 
Brehofi institutes expressly enjoin that no 
Rath shall break up suddenly, lest the tra- 
veller should be disappointed 6f his exf^ected 
reception. But neither the duties to be re 
ceived by the lord, nor the entertainment h^ 
was to expect from his inferiors, were deter- 
mined by his arbitrary will and pleasui;^. 
They were proportioned to the benefits re- 
ceived from him, and. ascertained by the 
laws: so that the lord could exact his Co- 
shering, his Cuddies, his Bonnaught, names 
denoting particular modes of provision for 
the temporary support of himself and his at* - 
tendants; and which in latter times were 
found so griei^dijS, and so severely condemn- 
ed, imder the denoitiinations of *• Coyne and 
livery." Even the lowest of the peopllij claim- 
ed reception axid tefreghineht, by an almost 
Vol, 1^ c^ per- 
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perfect right : and so inefiectual is the flux, 
of many centuries to efface the ancient man- 
ners of a. people, that at this day the wander- 
ing beggar enters the house of a iarmer or 
gentleman, with as much ease and freedopi 
as an inmate. The benevolent spirit of 
Christianity servfed to enforce and counte- 
nance such manners. " The most holy men 
of heaven," say the Irish lau^, were remark- 
•' able for hospitality; and the Gospel com - 
" mands us to receive the sojoyrner, to enl;(er* 
••* tain him, and to relieve his wants." 

TftESE, laws not only provide against mur- 
der, rapes adultery, theft, robbery ; but such 
crimes as are not generally cognizable by hu- 
man tribunals; such as slander, tale-bear-, 
ing^ or disresj>ect to superiors. But at this 
day it will not be regarded as a distinguishing 
mark of barbanty that the most outrageous 
offences were punishable only by an eric or 
fine. That for murder was to be. paid by 
the perpetrator or his family, to the son, or 
Illations of the deceased, and in proportion 
to* their degrees of consanguinity : that for 
adultery, to the husband of theoffenderj^ by .. 
her father or nearest relations ; or* if a bond- 
woman, by the. tribe which entertained her, 
or by the church which she served. The 
incestuous person not only paid his Eric, but 
was instantly expelled from his tribe. Nor 
could any man be admitted into a new tribe* 
until he had paid Eric for all offences what- 
ever committed in his former residence- The 
fine paid to a son for the murder of his father 
was rated at seven CumhaU, as they were call- 

ed» 
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ed, or twenty-one kine. Hence we may 
form a judgment of the lenity of their penal 
laws in other instances. The property and 
security of woods, the regulation of water- 
cQumes, but above all the property of bees, 
6n which depended the principal beverage 
of the people, were guarded by a number of 
minute institutions, which breathe a spirit 
of equity and humanity. We are not to won- 
der that a people, accustomed to the refine- 
ments found in their own laws, should be 
pronounced of all others the greatest lovers • 

of justice. This is the honorable testimony 
of sir John Davis and lord Coke. With 
shame we must confess, that they were not 
taught this love of justice by the first English 
settlers. 

MoRYSON, in his travels, informs us that 
an* Irish chieftain with his femily and attend- 
ants sat round his fire, naked. There is lit- 
tle doubt but thatlti the reign of Elizabeth, 
even the old natives had degenerated, and 
4hat the wars of several centuries had reduced 
them to a state inferior to that in which 
the English (bund them in the days of Henry 
the Second. ' Yet the fact is totally incredi- 
ble. The climate of Ireland must at all times 
have forced the most barbarous to some co- 
vering, even in their retired chambers. Frish 
writers minutely describe the ancient dress 
df their country, the vest, the trowse, the 
itaantle, the enormous linen sleeves dyed with 
saffron, the ornameSls of their women, and 
the crowns of their kings. The fragmentar 

of 
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of their \2lw^, an authority less suspicious, re- 
gulate the. prices of dress for al) orders and 
degrees; they ordain that wives who bring 
no dowry (including even queens) shall be 
restrained in the expence of their apparel; 
they ascertain the prices of needle- work, eni- 
broidery, and other ornaments. But if the 
women were attentive to adorn their persons, 
the men affected rather a warhke aspect: 
their thick beards, and great, whiskers, their 
glibbs or bushy hair hatiging careless over 
their visage, joined with an athletic body, 
gave them a tierce and even hideous appear- 
* ance. 

/' The songs of the bard," sailh lord Lyt- 
tleton,'* had usually mor6 power to incite 

': *^ and enflame, than the music of the harp 

*^ to soften or mitigate the ferocity of the 

[ " chief: so that- even this recreation, which 

V seenris to indicate something gentle and 

^ ^* approaching to |X)liteiii(K in the temper of 

' • " the Irish, contributed to keep upthattur- 

*' bulent spirit, averse to order and peace, 
'^* wiiich no prince or legislator that their 
*' country ever produced had sufficient skill 
•' tp controuL" The observation is. fully ve- 
rified ^y the hbtory of this people. 

Of all the customs pf the. Iriiih, that of 
FoST£BAGE, as it is called. , hath been a 
particular subject of speculation. Their wri- 
ter^, ge^nerally agxee^ that children were mu- 
tuaJily. given, iirom difterent tamilies, to be 
oursed 9;ud broi up in others ; and that infe- 
riors 
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Fiors^ 'iostei^ of ea^oling atiy. rewaid for 
their CQre, |»)Fcha4^ the honor of Poster- 
ing tbe children >ofihe rlch^ < Heone, we are 
told* a str^^r. vcoiiiiacttoii and confederacy 
were formed betw-een difiei^nt Jamilies and 
diiferent tribes. There isi no doubt, but that . 
chil^Ven br^d from tbeir'iqiancy io^tkbr, ift 
the dan^ family, uiMkr the. same: parental 
care, in the saine^^iorts and occupations^ 
with minds untaij^ted hy prid^, and inatten- 
tive to WQrldly distinctions^ considered each 
other as real bretbr^» and cohtracted lAranii 
affections, .^hi/ch time ooald not extinguish: 
that they, regarded their iosterers with a ftiial 
reverence and were oftentimes, through Ufe, 
attelided by the children of these fiusterens 
with a zeak>us and ste«dy attachment But 
1 .cannot allow that fosterage was, purposely 
devised by p^icians to produce tliese effect^, 
that there was a mutual ex(:hange of chil- 
dred, or ^ny miitital alliances intended or 
conoeittd by such ^n exchange,. The Brehon 
lawSvseem to intiinate, that lioiAf ring was the 
occupatiotn pf those whose infeiior condition 
readered them incapable of doing other ser-* 
vices to the public. '* No man^'^ say' Xli^ey, 
'* sbaU inany t?^^: be entitled to eimo, but> 
'' he wh^]^ pays tribute^ or fosters: and in 
M tfeeir it^uQctipns on Aix orders of won>en, 
f* thpir expression, is, from the queen to the 
f FOSTiERERS,'' So far; are the fragracnte 
fyf th^se laws from favouring the notion tbM; 
the hoiior of breeding .childreii wtas eiver 
purc^asedj. that they akie exact m ascertaining 
the v^ages tliat 4shall be paid to fosterers ii^ 

pro- 
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proportion to the time that children continue 
under their care, and the instructions they 
have received: nor do they omit the prices 
which the several masters may demand from 
the appointments of a* fosterer. • And here 
they discover the secret of a complete Irish 
education : at least for> those of the middle 
ranks of life. The youth in his state of fos- 
terage was not employed in a tedious and 
painful practice of various forms and mea- 
sjures of poetry, as we are sometimes told; 
the system of his education was more useful, 
and indeed tnore honorable. He was in- 
structed in the management of cattle ; in 
husbandry and tillage ; in Tiavigalion, which 
the laws distinguish into the higher and low- 
er, but without explaining the differftnce;' 
and lastly, in the knowledge of letters^ or 
reading, as the lowest part of education. 



^ 
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In a word, it appears from all their legal 
institutions yet discovered, that the Irish, in 
their state of gteatest composure, were indeed 
by no means barbarous; but far from that 
perfect civility which their enthusiastic ad- 
mirers sometimes describe as their peculiar 
charactetistic. ^ They cultivated those ^i^ts of 
peace which subsist among a people strangers 
to extensive commerce, or the refinements 
of an opulent and luxurious age. Rights 
were accurately defined in their societies, anct 
the people might have been impressed with 
sm habitual love of justice ; but their sense of 
injunes was. in proportion, lively ; and their 
passions irritable. Redress, in many eases, 

was 
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was only to he obt^in^ by force ; and to 
force they perpetually recurred- Their boast- 
ed triennial aq^emblies do not appear to have 
ev^ served the purpose of a strict and peaoe-^ 
able connection between the ditferent inba-^ 
bitants of a country, which for matiy age^r 
had full leisure for improvement. The in-\ 
fluence of their monarchs was weak; their \ 
power neglected, controuled, and resisted, f > 
The provinces, and' even the inferior septs 
into which the island was parcelled, lived in 
a kind of federal union with each other; 
which the pride, the injustice, the ambition, 
the avarice, the revenge of different chief- 
tains were ever ready to interrupt. Their 
histories record the effects of these dangerous 
passions: the virtues of private life are not 
generally the subject of history. An impar- 
tial and unprejudiced eriquirer 'may still dis- 
cover many traces of the equity, the recti- 
tude, the benevolence and generosity of the 
ancient Irish in their different septs. But 
men of other countries^ soitietimes judge of 
them precipitately, from a slight inspection 
of -their futile historians, or from careless or 
malicious misrepresentation. Thus we are 
told, that '* the Irish from the beginning of 
** time had been buried in the most profound 
** barbarism and ignorance ;" that " they 
" were distinguished only by those vices, to 
•* which human nature, not tamed by edu- 
** cation, nor restrained by laws, is for ever 
''subject; that " the most simple arts of 
'* life, even tillage and agriculture, were al- 
'* most wholly unknown among them." The 

people 
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people^ thus traducecL ^exclaim with i indigna- 
tion, that, no brain-stok monk, in days of 
darkness and superstition, ever betrayed such 
credulity as appears in these assertions. They 
are indeed well disposed to retort this severi- 
ty : but. the Irish have no philosophical hia- 
toriaiu 
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INVASIONS OF f ftfiLAN0 

fefeiGN Ot^ HEI^RY l^HE SEtdl^ri. 

It biath been already observed that the 
tetoporary ariwifes of' the Irish were hof 
calculated for fi^pellihg a foreign invasion. 
And frdnl fh6 niomerit that they came to 
tJontend with any other enemies but thbsfe of 
theit 6^ivn Island, they e!^pefiericed the effect* 
df their* internal tveakness atid disunion, as 
well as theif inferiority in the art of ^an 
B6de itifdftn'i^ m, th^t in the year six hundred 
and felghty-foui-, the gfeflfei^l of Egfrid, king 
6f Nofthamberiaftd, made a descent oii Irfe- 
laiidrf But, insteald of riientionirfg any gallant 
resistance fiiade by the nsltives, he insmudties ' 
that they trusted mor6 to prayefs than drfiis i . 
and in the- plaintive style* of compassion la- 
ments the miserable havckj of a people, in- 
offensive, and ever most friendly to the Eng- 
lish. 

But Ireland experienced a still more for- 
midable invai^n, whefn the Danes, Norwiegi- 
aiis, and other Scandinavian adventurers be- 
gan to itove in search of new settlements. 

Von. I: f The 
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The Irish called them by the general names 
of Normans, anid Galls or foreigners. They 
distinguished their particular tribes by those 
of Duff-galls, Fin-galls, (black and white 
foreigners) and Danshir or Danes. The Eng- 
lish called them collectively Ostmen or East- 
men. Their piratical expeditions were com-, 
menced about the end of the eighth century^ 
Their associations were gradually enlarged ; 
and their excursions became more and more 
alarming. They infested England; they 
threatened France, and Charles the Great 
found it necessary to fit out a great navy for 
the security of his coasts. Ireland was weak 
and improvident; and the country inviting 
O'Ccmnortb these foreigners. At this time, we are 
''*^**^ told, that the monarchical power in Ireland ^ 
was enjoyed in alternate succession, by two 
branches of what was called the Hy-Nial 
race, the northern house of Tirone, and the 
southern, or Clan-Colman, seated in Meath; 
that the power of the monarch was rc^arka* 
bly weakened, the inferior dynasties factious 
and assuming; but that the evils of the poli^ 
tical constitution were corrected l>y the reve- 
rence paid to religion and learning: that thc^ 
people were happy, and the country respect- 
ed. A new scene of affairs was soon to be dis- 
closed. 

The first invasions of the Danes were 
made in small parties, for the sake of plunder. 
Kfating. They were attacked and repelled, by the pro- . 
vincial chieftain whose dominions were in- 
fested. Other parties appeared in different 
quarters of the island, terrified the inhabi- 
tants 
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tants by the havoc which they committed ; 
were again opposed, ^g^in put to flight, and 
again repeated their barbarous incursions. 
The Irish thus harassed for twenty years 
continued their local .contests, without form 
ing any scheme of national union against the 
common enemy. The northern pirates, ei- 
ther by force or treaty, .gradually obtained 
some small settlements in Ireland ; and at 
length TuRGES, or Turgesius, a warlike 
Norwegian, landed with a powerful arma- 
ment in the year 815. He divided his fleet 
and army, in order to strike terror in differ- 
ent quarters. His followers were indulged 
in every species of outrage that might drive 
the inhabitants to despair; they pillaged, 
they burned, they massacred, without regard 
to sex, age, or chai'ffcter ; and, of all others, 
the clergy Were persecuted by these pagans 
wrtli especial fury. The Danes of Ireland 
flocked to the standard of Turges; and while 
the Irish were still infatuated by their private 
competitions, the invader seated himself at 
Armagh, from which he expelled the clergy, 
and lived on their lands in all the state of 
sovereignty. Other foreigners, encouraged 
by his success, attempted to share his advan- 
tages: but Turges was now so powerful as 
to repel them. The Irish after some ill-con- 
certed and unsuccessful efforts, sunk gradual- 
ly into a state of abject submission ; and the 
northern leader, alter a residence of thirty 
years in Ireland, was at length proclaimed 
monarch of* the kingdom. 

Thb 



|lUy Pf^SUMINARY 

X^|5 Irish however still , r^ained; so -much 

pride as to be ipcepsed ot this violeQce to 

tl^e rights of their apcient princes ; and the 

gp,Yer|in)€nt of the- us^urper was to the last 

dfigrea' odious and severe. The awiMtlists 

desprihe the oppressions, the extpFticM;^« the 

ii|Siplence of th!e Northerns, in the ipo^t af* 

fepting colours^ but particularly their rage 

^ga^nst learning find religion, the destruction 

Qt all ^erqinariesi a,nd religious houses, with 

their books, utensils, and furnitureji and the 

e!^ pulsion of their clergy to foreign couotries, 

or to some miserah}e retroats in Irelapd. 

Their descriptions may possibly he exagge-^ 

rated, ia order to justify the cs^t5istro|4ie of 

Tqrges and bis Northern*. The old Irisli 

spirit ^t length revived. Mel^chlin, prince 

oJf Me^thf in a time of ap[)arent peace, con^ 

trived to se^ze the usurper. Thus the old 

^nnalis^ record the event, without the po- 

^tic?J enibellii^luxients of lifter tii^jies. The 

j.oyfwl intelligence was in an instant spread 

through Freland. The Danes v^ei^e every 

where surprised by a sudden insurrection, 

masj5*cred, or dispersed; their leader con- 

dfinuedl ^o death for his cruelties, and ^hiB 

seQtence executed, by plunging hira intp 2^ 

lake. 

The ^foreigners were thus redu/ced to a 
state of subjeetipiiv but not externsiinated. 
When the first rage of indignation apd re- 
^entrnent hac^ subsided^ the Irish sufl^red their 
remains to continue in thie islancl a& subjects 
and tributaries to particular chieftains. A 

new 



new poloqy ^vedi under the condaot of 

An^aver Skrjck wnd Iv^r. They professed 

the most poQ^^able i^tenlioas^ and promised 

to ei)p^ th^ coiiQtry by their oomm^roeb 

Th^ Yf^ve received ; and the Irish, with ao 

ipfatn^M p^wy» »uflfered them to hecomo 

aU¥>liUt^ ma^t^r^ of Publio, Lim^ck» Wa*» 

t^rfardf 9x^ ^hc^r maritime place9, which * 

the^y g3»duakUy enlarged and fortified with 

such works as were unkoiQwn to the Irish; 

and in which they lay securely^ ready to rer 

ceive ^iqibreeieen^ts from their original counr 

try, Their power enoreased impe]:ce|xtiibly> 

for they were a warlike and commercial peo^ 

pie, Aivl the Irish, in their {mde and su^ 

pinene$^, their feuKls and distractions, suffer^ 

ed them to extend, their territoi-ieSf until 

they again thi;eateaed to depute the sove- * 

r^nty of the whole island.. They were at* 

talked, defeated, y^ stiU subsisted, carried 

pn their ^mmerc^ and, like other partieulat 

^pts spmetimes acknowledged the superi-i 

prity of thjeir neighboiurs, sometinoies mauif^ 

tained their independence; were not siibn 

dued by tumultuous^ iijcursions, iior consider^ 

ably reduced by casual misfortunes in the 

field.^ We are told indeed,, that about tha 

year 863, the Danes were toitally deleated 

and driven from Ireland. Yet scarcely have 

the Irish anxiaiists found lei^iiire to dietail. tl^ " 

action of Cormac, the reverend and iearnedf 

preliM:e who fUledthe trhrone oif Munster, 

wheQ thjey again retunn to the contests; of 

CeaUsu^lKtii; with tb^. £^anes,^ and the roman*. 

ti^ adventures, of thisi Irish pdiice*. 

But 
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But the history of these northern foreign- 
ers seems to have been related imperfectly 
by the Irish, and with a studied obscurity « 
The victories of their countrymen, and the 
misfortunes, as well as the ferocity of these 
their rivals, they wefe natural^ tempted to 
exaggerate. It is evident, that through the 
various revolutions of some centuries 4hey 
continued a very powerful, and were some- 
times, the most distinguished sept of Irielahd. 
They embraced Christianity abDut the year 
948. And their settlement was so welf es- 
tablished, and their consequence so consider- 
able, that they engaged the attention of the 
neighbouring countries. A charter of king. 
Edgar, dated at Gloucester in the year 964, 
purports, that this prince had " conquered 
* ' the greatest part of Ireland, together with 
«• its most noble city of Dublin/' The Asia- 
tic style of -this charter, and the silence of 
English, as well as of Irish annals, render its 
authenticity justly susf^ected ; and from the 
distinction with which the city of Dublin is 
mentioned in this record, it is evident that 
the framer of it formed his ideas of Ireland 
from the Danish or O^tmen-settlements. 
Dublin had never been a place of note, or 
regarded even as the capital of Leinstei* in 
former times. But however the authority 
of this charter may be rejected, it was the 
policy of Edgar to keep the foreign Danes in 
awe ;, and his fleets might have visited their 
maritime cities in Ireland; if not to conquer, 
at least to intimidate them, and to exact some 
token of their submission. The conjecture 

beemii 
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seems to receive son^ ccMiat^atice from a 
coin of Ethelred the Second, in the Colieo* 
tipn of Trinityv College Dublin, evidently 
struck in ,tbis city, and possibly intended as 
tribute-money : not to mention another coin 
of Edgar found in Dublin, with the name of 
a minter on the reverse, evidently Irish. 

The most vigorous and^ dangerous ene* 
my, whom the northern foreigners experi- - 
enced in Ireland, was the hero so celebrated 
in the annals of this country b^ the name of 
Brian Boromy. While yet general to his 
brother the king of Munster, he gave them 
repeated overthrows. A long life spent with 
honor in the field endeared him to his coun* 
trymen, who on the death of his brother 
called him, in an advanced age, to the throne 
of Munster. His first care was to avenge the 
death of his predecessor, who had been kill* 
ed by a chieftain of some note. He defeated 
ihis chieftain in a battle, and made a terri* 
)ble execution of fifteen hundred Danes who 
marched to his assistance. Another chi^tain 
opposed him. with another reinforcement of 
Danes, but with the same success. The 
tranquillity of his^ province was thus esta- 
blished ; the southern moiety of the island 
acknowledged his sovereignty : atid when 
the Irish apd D^es of I^inster refused to 
pay him tribute, he marched against them at 
the head of his renowned militia formed in 
South Munster, and known by the title of 
the invincible tribe of Dalcais. He be* 
mged and itoriued the city of Dublin, and 

redu^ 
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Rduced the inbibitant^ to a state dfdbd Mtb>* 
eitlioattoo. TUe fame d* ]Bf iaiii proted tttv 
ifKoentive to other piinces ; th6y tdie against 
the Norman power i*> other quarters oit th^ 
island : and didsatisfled at the itiactivitv of 
Malocfay their monarcil^ they depo^ hirri^ 
and raised, the illustrious king of MuttHle!r tc^ 
this station. 

Brian iaboured to support his fle^v dig- 
nity, ifith the spirit of a vete*a«r wd tb^' 
prudence and moderation of a man StAifd^Med^ 
beyond the age of seventy. All n[iate<;0«i- 
tents were suipdued and terrified. The %d^ 
tiouy Were conciliated by the equity and b&^ 
Dignity of the new tnonarcb. They whd had' 
sufj^rai, in times of conftnftotioft were re** 
dressed, they who bad been ejected froni' 
their possessions by the foreigners wek« re** 
stored; they who had been reduced to a 
state of. bondage were set at liberty. Thes 
haroc made by i«n^aders vtM repaired ; thi 
olergy restored to their endowments; chords 
es and religicms houses rose ^uddeAty firoftf- 
their ruins; learned seminaries were re^ei^ 
tablished and enborged i laws were revieti^ 
ed^ correeted^ and strietly enforced^ BriarL* 
was now preparing to erown all the glbri*-* 
ous actions of brj reign^ by building and f^ng^ 
out a formidable navy> to strike teri^r inito 
all fiiture iiwaders of the islands wbeft the 
Dahes still left iafree possession of the marn 
time cities invited their countrymen totheif 
assistance. The neighbouring Irish, impati^ 
ent of the ancient tr^titd still exacted by tbe 

mo- 
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, manarcfaf readily concurred wkh them ; and 
ipvm eocouraged the foreigners to assist in 
their inidiirr«Gtion. TThe whole province of 
LetiBter (Suddenly ciiught the flame of war, 
and called Brian to the field at the age of 
eighty-eigtH:. He lived to be a witness of 
the yaloiir of his son Mortagh in the despe? 
rate engagement of ClontarfFe, and the vie-? 
tory of his troops. The son fell in .the field ; 
the veners^le monarch, we are told, was 
slain 4>y some fugitives, a^ he lay ung'uarded 
ia his pavftioQ^ 

Bv the death of Brian Boromy, the title 
of mofnd.rch reverted to Malachy, or Me-* 
llid^liQf who had been deposed, and who, 
with a singular moderation, lived contented 
with his ewn province of Meaith, le^oquiescrdg 
in the litmn^hnous voice of the nation, and 
even serving in the army of his rival. His 
mis6>rtfmes taught him the necessity df ii vi- 
gdHMB-administrotion. He intimidated and 
restrained the factious chieftains ; be pirriued 
the Danes with severity ; and the Irish his- 
torians in the fedld style of hyperbole assure 
us^ that he totally extinguished their poweri 
Yet nothing is more certain than fhat they 
still maintained their ^ttlements in iTeland, 
and continued ai distinct and powerftil septl 
Their maritime dties were governed^ by 
chieftains whom they calkd fciiigs : their 
church was modeflled without the assii^aftce 
of their neighbours, ^nd their bishops rfe- 
mitted for consecration to the primate of 
Canterbury.' i ; ' ; 

Vol. I. , ' • g T«E^ 
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Thby had the more leisure to strengthen 
and enlarge their settlements as the death 
of Malachy involved the Irish in an extraor- 
dinary degree of confusion. The alternate 
succession of the ' two royal houses had been 
interrupted by the election of Brian to the 
sovereignty. Animated by his example, 
every provincial king aspired to the same ho* 
nor : but among the several com|ietitors9 
Donchad, son of Brian, at first proved most 
powerful. He established his authority in 
the south, and proceeded to enforce it in the 
northern moiety of Ireland, when Turlogh 
his n^pheiv suddenly started up, by eocbu- 
ragement of a king of Leinster, and was pi^ 
claimed monarch by his faction. The coun* 
try was harassed by their CQmp^itions ; laws 
and religion lost their influence ; licenti* 
ousness and immorality were the natural at- 
O'Connor jtendants of local feuds and hostilities. These 
Diflstrt. ^^^ ^Yi^ times, say the Irish writersp in 
which Bernard the monk gives such a biNTid 
picture of Ireland. 

Dqnchad at length yielded to the supe- 
rior power of his rival. In the anguish of 
disappointed ambition, he fled to Rome, and 
laid his crown at the feet of the holy pontifl^ 
promising to invest him with the sovereignty 
of Ireland. Still he could obtain no assist- 
ance. In despair he assumed the habit of a 
religious, and concealed himself in Saint Ste« 
phen*s Abbey at Rome. 

TuBLOGH thus lefb without any consider* 
able competitor, exercised the niotiarchical 

pow- 
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power, though not formally elected or re- 
cognized by the states. The defects of. his 
title he endeavoured to supply by the merit 
of his mlministratioiif in restraining and re-* 
forming abuses, in his equity and justice. 
8uch at least is the testimony of archbishot^ 
Lanfranc to the conduct of this Irish king : 
whose elevation he attributes to the interpo-y^i^f^ 
^tion of Providence in fevour of the people Spriicv 
of J reland. But if his reign gave some check^P"^* 
to fection and licentiousness, these broke 
forth with double violence on his death. 
Morrough 0*Brian in the South, and Donald 
O'Lochlan in the NortHi' contended for thri 
monarchy; each was recognized by his party, 
and each received the submissions of those 
chieftains and septs who were most exposed 
to his power. 

In the midsts of intestine contests and com- 
motions, Ireland seemed ready to be subdu- 
ed by the first foreign invader who should 
attempt the conquer of an inviting country. 
We are told in the Chronicle of Man, that 
Magnus, king of Norway, in the course of 
his adventures and acquisitions resolved to 
complete them by the reduction of Ireland; 
and with a small fleet made a descent on Ul- 
rteff in order to view the coasts. As he land- 
ed without of^i^tion, he ventured to pierce 
into the country without cnution or appre- 
hension. He was stMi^enly surrounded ; for 
it was the custom of the Irish instead of meet- 
ing their enemyt with all the parade of war, 
to watch their advantage, and dart unex- 
pectedly upon them from their retreats. 

Mag. 
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Magnus and bis party were cut to pieces. 
Thu$ the cdntempt he entertmned of the 
Irishu happily proved his rum. I say hap* 
pily; ibr> (as the noble author of the Life 
of Henry the Second judiciously obierves) 

V if this enterprize had been more wisely 
'' coddocted, and the success bad been an- 
'' swerable to what the divisions among the 
^ Irish princes, and the indynation oi the 
'' Ostmen in favor of a monarch from whose 
*' country most of them originally came, 
'' seemed reasonably to promise, it would 
*' have erected ie Ireland a Norwegian king- 
^* dom, which, together with Man, and the 

* ^« otber dominions of Magnus, full of ship^ 
** ping and good seamen, might, in process 
" of time, have composed a maritime power 
'* capable of maintaining itself, perhaps ibr 
" ever, against that of the English, and dis- 
" puting.with them the sovereignty of the 
'/ sea. It may indeed be esteemed most happy 
' " ibr this nation, that no king of Denmark, 
" or of Norway, or of Sweden, nor any 
'* prince of the Ostmen settled in Inelantf, 
" ; ev^er gained an entire dominion of that 

V isle; for, had it remained uwler the or* 
•' derl}'. government of any of these» its 
*' neighbourhood would have been, in many 

'* respects, prejudicial to England." ^An-r 

otber power, and other settlers were soon to 
be established ia Irdand, and the disordejrs 
of this isle operated ;graduaUy, yetefiectitally, 
to render their establishoient easy and suc- 
cessful. 
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State of Ireland fatoUfahte to an invaston in the eiev^nih 
and tzoelfth centuries. ♦ . State of the neighbouring- 
kingdoms. 4 . Scheme of invading Ireland formed by 
Henry the Second. • • Pretences for this invasion. . . 
• . 4ppUcafi6n to Pope Adrian. . . His motives for 
eompfying. with the request qf Henry. . . His Bull. . / 
Tite Irish clergy earnest to regulate their church. . • 
Henry'* s design necessarily suspended. 4 1 Review of the 
state of Ireland at this period. . . Factions and quarrels 
of its chieftains. . . Dermod king of Leinster driven 
from his province. . . Flies to England. . . Solicits aid 
from Henry; . . who licences his subjects to assist him* 
. . Dermod hopeless. . . Applies to the earl of Chepstow* 
. . Fitz^Stephm and FtizrGerald engage in his service, 
i . Dermod returns |o Ireland. . • His return discovered 
to Roderic O'Connor. . . His submi$%iofU and treaty . . . 
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Britons repulsed. • • Return to the Assault. • • The town 
surrendered. . . First British colony in Ireland. . . £j:- 
pedition to Ossory. . • Ossarians defeated. • . Horrid in^ 
stance of revenge. . • Second invasion of Ossory. . . 
Prendergast revolts to the Ossorians. • • Dermod in^ 
vaded. . • Arrival of Fitz^ijerald. . . Danger and escape 
of Prendergast. • . Conduct of Roderic. • . He collects 
his forces* . • Is suspicious of his vassals. . • Dismisses 
the northerns. • . Dermod and the Britons retire. • • Tifo* 
deric treats with Fitz- Stephen and icith Dermod^ but 
rcithout effect. . . Preparations for a battle. . . Timid 
Policy of Roderic. . . Treaty with Lfermod renezoed and 
concluded. • . Filz- Stephen intent to secure Wexford. • • 
Roderic defeated in his at{empt against the prince of 
Thomond. . . Success of the first British adventurers 
nothing wonderful or extraordinary. 

Such were the slate and circumstances of 
Ireland^ for a considerable time before fhe 
English inva^sion, that any neighbouring poten- 
tate, whose dominions were so composed, and his 
resources so opulent as to enable him to engage in 
foreign conquests, might have naturally made it the 
bbject dfliis ambition. But iri the devenfh, d,nd 
Mi^ be^nhing 6f the twelfth century, the circum- 
Wkrtces of the tK*ig'hbouring kingdoms were by no 
means favotitable to siich attempts. Prance was 
flisnifemb^^red by the Normian Sicquisrtions, weak- 
ened "by 'thfe independent atid liimultuous spirit »of 
,hs bttfbnfe, knd intimrdatted by vassal princes raised 
Vn^eh ib)x di^gfee of farrtiidame rivalry. England, 
by its situation, wks natiirafly mote attentive to this 
Vrestfem island ; but in Eh^land, at this period, we 
find k people dispirited Ijy the Danish yoke; the 
bolfl usurpation of Harold instantly opposed by the 
Norman ; a sticcessfiil inva'sion followed by a reiffn 
of disorder, severity, and rigorous itieasures for th^ 
^tablishHlent of theconqu^rM-s ; )x prince solely 

inteut 
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inteqt to secure an^I perp.etuate his ney ddt^i^ion^ 
as well as to preserve his original an^ favourite ter- 
ritory; his immecjiate siuccpurs irregi^ariy app«wi- 
ed, c«r rather viqleut us^urpers of th^ thronq, p^ppsed 
to faction aad iqsurrectipn, called out (o the de- 
fence of their own titles and territoriei^^ and some- 
times engaged in hlaady civil w^rs, with yaripus 
changes of tbrtuu^; wljile th^ Jords and PJ^hices of 
inferior territories i^ differeut parts' Pi Europe, 
oftentimes possessed of considerable poAyer, and 
attended by warlike aud adventurous foUovyers, 
fotmd a new and tranjqptortiu^ object for their a^n- 
bition, and in all the phrenasy of fan?itipigm and 
romantic valour poured iuto tne Ea4 fpr thp reco- 
very of the Holy-J^and» 

Ireland, duruig this period, thqugh l^ke othf^r Cani<»o<r 
more reno>vned countries, prhicipally confined tP^*"*^^*^ 
her own internalaffairs^ uniiiflueupt^d by the fortunes 
of other states, and unaffected by their revolutioqji, 
yet was not entirely unknown tp the adj^ceut kifljj- 
doms. The Irish chieftaiiis, by frec][uently eugagr 
ingin the contests of Wales^ haq extended the ja^nip ' 
of their valour: it was echoed by those wh^ni com- 
merce or devotion had brought froip Jreland, \^h<f 
amused the ignorant, and jndnlged their own nar 
tional vanity by splendid account? of then* n^livQ 
residence and the process of their cppntrymen, 
Distressed lords and fact jpyj^ leaders werp irfdnce4 
to seek relief and assistauce in lh.e}r island- Op tj|)e 
disgrace of earl Godwin, in the rei^nof Gcl^'^rdthe Uovedea. 
Confessor, Harold, the bravestf>f his sous, chose hi^ 
retreat in Ireland, and there foruicxl such conuexi? 
ons as proved the resource pf Ijij^ family ^ hen hi^ 
Norman rival was in the heigljt of glory ^nil suc- 
cess. His three sons fled ^M^Vr iinrnjadis^tely after 
the defeat at Hastings, and, In the pigp pf yyilii9.n1 
the Conqnerpr, led ^ Irish ^rjny }f\tQ England, t9 
assert th^ Jiberty of thejir ppyntry and tlve preteuT 
sjons of their family; nor j^ere fheiy a^xiljiarijes re^ 
pelled Jt>ut by the obstinate and repeated efforts of 

the comt' ^ ]^r\itm}f. Tb^ W^hk afuj^Jists in-. Caradoc. 

form 
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form tha^ when Aroulph earl of Pembroke rebel- 
led against Henry the first, he solicited t\ke assis- 
tance of Mortpugli the Irish Monarch ; by his emis- 
sary Gerald he sought the daughter of this prince 
in marriage, was encouraged to ma|ce a voyage 
into Ireland, but returned without a€complishin»p 
his wishes, or x>btaining any succours. And this 
might possibly have laidHhe foundation of that 
friendly interpoiu-se, whicji William of Malmsbury 
assures us was invariably preserved between Henry 
and this Irish king, {nr^nce is ^Iso said to have 
^rawn considerable succours from this country in 
several of her wars ; and if we may believe i\\e Irish 
Ann. MS. annalists, the assistance g^ranted by some Irish 
1 nn.Col. princes to his rival first provoked tienry the Seconds 
to the design of annexing Ireland to his domi^ 
nions. 

However this may be, tl^e design was conceived 
soon after he had ascendect the throne of England 
without dispute or competition, without jealousies 
or discontent, with ail th^i brilliancy of character 
naturally firising from his distinguished abilities, 
and with an extent of territory imknown to his pre- 
decessors. We generally do suph honor to the po- 
licy and pircumspection of great princes, ^s to sup- 
pose that such designs are formed on mature deli- 
beration, on an accurate enquiry )nto the condition 
and circumstances of the couiitry tliey are to invade, 
and a thorough knowl^ge of thpse defeats in polity 
and manners, that internal w^^^kness and disorder^ 
which prepare the way fof *i for-eign iii^nader, and 
promise an easy and effectual conquest. ' But a very 
general and superficial knowledge of this island 
was sufficient to tire the ambition of a powerful and 
popular sovereign, at a time when the difficulties of 
his reign were yet unexperienced, and when-it was 
reproachful to any distinguished character not to be 
possesised with some scheme of gallant enterprize, 

A PRETENCE alone was wanting to give some co- 
lour of justice to the design : and here his flatterers 
seem to have exerted alltheir ingenuity and address. 

It 
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It vrasgffinned by those^ whp ventured to dictate toSpwd, 
an i^orant people^ that the Irish had originally 
possessed themselves of their pountry by permission 
pf Gurffuntius, a British king, aifdthat^ as descends Caiopion, 
ai)ts pfthe Britons, they werethe natura} and rights 
fill subjects of the English monarch. It w^s urged 
that the renowned Arthur^ Egfrid the Northumr 
brian, Edgar the illustrious Saxon princey had all 
led their armies into Ireland, and there made va- 
luable 3icquisHions, whiph their successor was iU 
honour bound to recover q.nd maintain. It wassugr 
gested that Englishmen had frequently been sold an 
slaves in this island ; an instanceof pruelty and barr 
barism, which gave him full right to invade and 
subdue it, But the forced or suspicious histories of 
uncient times, the obsolete clfiims of Saxon or Brir 
tish princes, however they might influence tjie vul- 
gar^ yet were not dieemed sufficient for that fair and 
plausible colouring which nijght conceal tjie inir 
quity of an attempt Against an unoflfending people. 
And 9,s to the crime of tr^-flS^^king in slaves, both nk-r 
tions, it was well knoM n, fiad been equally involved 
in it. If the Irish had purphasecl, the Saxons had 
freely offered themselves and their children to slat 
very fpr an insignificant priqe: if tjie Iristi were less 
sordid and unn^^turp^l, yet the prisoners taken on 
their unsuccessful inroads in the reign pf yi^iUiant 
the conqueror, had been sold in great nunjbers, soguI. 
that the English clergy were obliged to remonstrate Mftlmsi, 
against this practice, which they pronounced ut- 
terly unchristian, and with difficulty prevailed on 
the kin^ tp relinquish his ungodly gain, 

But the sagacity cf Henry, or tpe suggestionsi 
of an interested and subtle eccjesiastic, soon supr. 

Elied the necessary pretenpe for fi free indulgence of 
is ambition. The papal power was gradually ad-f 
vancing to a formidable height, and extending its 
influence even to the extremity of the British islands^ 
Not contented with assuming a dominion in the ec- 
clesiastical system^ it hafl already dictated to kings 

mi 
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and nation!? in their secular concerns. It had es- 
poused the cause of WilUara the Normau, made a 
Kolenm decision in favour of his claims^ and de- 
nounced its spiritual vengeance against all those 
who should presume to resist a prince^ whom the 
Bromp- 8K)vereign pontiff declared rightful and lawful inhcf 
•>iK yitor of the crown of England. The usurper Ste- 
phen had obtained a ratification of his title from the 
same authority. To this power Henry now deter- 
mined to resort, and by the solemnitj of a p^al de- 
cree to sanctify his intended eutprprize against Ire- 
flan;ulstadland. Johq Salisbury^ his chaplamj, was made the 
agent in this important negbciation, and acted with 
the zeal and diligence of a man conscious that his 
access would recommend him equally to hia royal 
master and his spiritual sovereign. He repressed 
to Adrian, the reigning pope, that the inhabitants 
of Ireland were sunk into the most wretched state of 
corniption, with respect to both morals and religi- 
on ; that Henry, zealous for the honor and en- 
largement of God's kingdom, had conceived the pi- 
pus design of erecting it in this unhappy country ; 
ivas ready to devote himself and all his powers to 
this meritorious service ; imploring the benediction 
^ of the pontiff^ and requesting his permission and 
authority to enter Ireland, to reduce the disobedient 
and corrupt, to eradicate all sin and wickedness, to 
Instruct the ignorant, and spread the blessed iuflu- 
enee of the gospel in its purity and perfection ; pro^ 
mising at the same time to pay a yearly tribute to 
St. Peter from the land thus to be reduced to his 
obedience and that of the holy see. Habituated as» 
we may be to the depravity of mankind, one can- 
not seriously reflect upon the profane hypocrisy of 
this transaction without the utmost horror. Little 
did Henry foresee, in the blindneBs of his ambi- 
tion, the perple^itiies be yfos to e:^perience from^ 
that power he now contiibuted to aggrandize, o]p 
the heavy weight of oppressioa with vvbioh it wm 
po %lj[ upon hi» own h«ad, 

Adrian 
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\f>RtAi) tetretly exitlled in an application which 
favoured his enomiotrs daims, and recopiized kw 
authority; nor was he displeased to gratify his coun- 
tryman^ a prini^e of exalted character, lately i^ised 
to tkie throne, and who had not yet discovered his 
dispositions to the hierarchy. Rome had long con- 
tended for extensive powers in England ; irelaud 
had but lately been disposed toa9cknowled(^e4tssu- 
preB»acy. Ailecclesiasticalauthorityhad, till about Ann oan: 
four years before the accession of Hemy the Second ^*^^^'^* 
been exercised by her own prelates; nor had the miss.™"* 
cereioonies -and dicipline of lier churchy points of 
the greatest moment in this age, been conformaI)le 
tch those of Rome. The pontificate, however, by 
tixe ioterested zeal of its numerous and active emis- 
saries, had at length coirtrived to extend its iiifiu- 
ence even to this remote island ; had alarmed the 
Irish clergy with fears of the irregularity of their 
eeclesiasti^i^^ constitution, ^nd {persuaded them to 
submit toa reform modeUedanddictatedbvRome. 
Cardinal Patron was, in the year eleven hundred 
^Hd fifty^two, admitted into Ineland with aJegan- 
tine commission : three thousand ecclesiastics as^ 
sembled by his direction in the town of Drogheda: 
four palls were solemnly received froin the, pope by. 
the {frelates of Armagh, -Dublin, iGasiiel, and Tuain: 
the celelmition of Easter was adjusted 4iccording 
to the nomish decisions.; and for the further rcfor- 
matioH of the church, the celibax^y of 4he dergy wa<4 
enfioirced, and their privilegesand;properties«ecured 
by vftriDufi»<:anons. Thus was thecowespondenco^ 
Opened with tlie church of Ireland^ and the pre-, 
eminence of Home^formaUy acknowledged. It ro. 
Hiaiii^d therefore for the pQpe to knpro¥e t^ese ia- 
vourable beginnings, to embrace the occasion ^of 
f xtendii^his new ^minion in Ireland, as well as to 
conciliate the friendship of Henry. A buU wa* 
fivunod witlioutd«lay,&illy conformable to the wigh- 
ts aml^pai^iOfies <if Ih^ 4iRg. -tt ii^h^r^a^inserted sJL 
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large, and affords a shocking instance of the pro- 
fligacy and impiety of papal usurpation. 

Gimli '< Adrian, Bishop, servant of the servants 
Mat ^' ^^ ^^' *^ ^^^ dearest son in Christ the illus- 
Paris. ^' trious king of England^ greeting, and apostolic 
'' benediction. 

" Pull laudably and profitably hath your mag- 
" nificence conceived the design of propa^ting 
^^ your glorious renown on earth, and completing 
" your reward of eternal happiness in heaven ; 
'' while, as a catholic prince, you are intent on en-^ 
" larging the borders of the church, teaching the 
'' truth of the Christian faith to the i^orant and 
-' '' rude, exCermiriating the roots of vice from the 
^ field of the Lord, and for the more convenient 
" execution of this purpose, requiring the counsel 
'* and favour of the apostolic see. In which, the 
" maturer your deliberation, and the greater the 
*' discretion of your procedure, by so much the 
'^ happier, we trust, will be your progress, with the 
'^ assistance of the Lord ; as all things are used to 
^' come to a prosperous end and issue, which take 
'' their beginning from the ardour of faith and the 
'' love of religion. 

'^ There is indeed no doubt but that Irelandy 
" and all the islands on which Christ the sun of 
*' righteousness hath shone, and which have receiv- 
" ed the doctrines of the Christian faith, do belong 
'^ to the jurisdiction of St. Peter and of the holy 
^ '' Roman church, as your excellency also doth ac-» 
'' knowledge. Arid therefore we are the ftiore so- 
'' licitous to propagate the righteous plantation 6f 
" faith in this land, and the branch acceptable to 
'^ God, as we have the secret conviction of consci- 
" ence that this is more especially our bounden 
^' duty. 

^' Y ou then, most dear son in Christ, have sig^- 
*^ nified to us your desire to enter into the island of 
'' Ireland^ in orderto reduce the peopletoob^ience 

'' unto 



•'th^t ypjui ^r^ YfiUing to p^y iiroin eflich house p. 

" yo» ^l pf^^erve. the .rights pf the ^J;tureh^ . Qf 

'';thk}i9l]4.Mrh(»te,£#d invioj^te. ,>Ve therpfore, \f}tli 

''* th»t Jfft^yb M^ .ftw^t^We . snijM . to JQV pK>u« 

/^alld!liLXiMjia|)ie 4eJM^> . wd rfa^vpurftbly ^gs^ntifi^ 

''ito.ypi»^e*Ww^, 4^ good and ^.cceptable, 

'"fAiil;, rfpr ^i^Ji^^iog the JjQfldigrs of Jhe V^burj*, 

f' te^jcsmm^ ^ prpgp?3s of vice,, for the correction 

— i9!C»wnei«, jtb^.plaqj^ng..^^ and the^^n- 

^S GTOt^e .^f r^i|,iqn/ yojir (^ntpr this i^laiHl, ai^d 

^'. ^cy^e^^te itb^^m . whi^tQv^r rshall peitain . to the 

^^.ho9Bm,9i QpA, mA yr^^e, of tfee \m^; wd thf^ 

''•itlie^piHUple, pf.^^hi* |apd r^ppixe you,,honourfibly, 

'^ll»d rwfirwp^y W ps^thei? Ipid i ihe rights of tte^ 

'^f.dhtt^ji^JI^Ull/'ei^^imnff wcrftd^apd invipJiite ; flijd 

". Mi^ipgj <Q> J^t. : l^^^r, rte , annual pcft^ion of, ppe 

^*^ jRitbf»iyq%^ fe^;r§sQlyi^4.tp f^^X^Yi 4|je dosigij yw 
'^ IvIiSre, 0P)ic^y«dtiiiiU> .^^ti;i,al e^xecutipn, , study to 
'\ fiy|i9kithi|i.9»tiQi| 40 yi^^upus ipi*;)i;iers ; ^^d laboijir 
'i hy .yfmseit^^fid ptJt^€!ra,\yhppi y^^u j^Hall ju4g« 
^'.m^ie<r;for-»fti^,wp^k, iti^ faith, word, fi;pd life, tji^t 
'^^tbe ch>if»h,roay bei tUere adorned, jtj^^t.the Cf^li. 
^'gioii,<^f: titer €^i9ti^,f^^iih m^y l>e planted aiid 
^«r$wr . up, ,.a»d, th^t . ^U tl)iT){?s pe^-tniniiig tq^the 
^^.mmf>W .fii :Q/^. .m^\ th^ ^Ivatipn pf spuls,, he 
'^ »o, pf]d€^^^. itib^t y w may , b^ eiijitlfd , to ^the 
'^^ fuJpws v(Of, el^rii^I /Wftrd^frpm God, jiqd pb' 
^/JtniQ^^.g^nPliis Tm9W^ on e0.rth thrpMg;ho.ut ^U 

rTil«B!»Uth|JRfrfl«Vwi »sp?pv.€5sr,nted to)pn§ P«jry^ 
-tlJifpirtilttl^wiilfe »>^^ pf bis iuvestitare, AS 

rightful sovereign ,ofX^^^lftnd. 
u!Sj»W« Ireil WJlt^r^ ^%C8nd:«4i2^^^^ tjje grops r^e- Grot. U- 

l?awi(iy^,seew..ji^lUpi tp .^^^ntion. t)i<? M^th^icity 
49|.tbip hHdl^ OiS^i? Jtfe^e <4p|i^ctejr ^ 9, <!^>.urch pr paJiou 

«nd as if the cmH|;e of corruptiou and barbari«iin had P* ^^^ 
V01.I B aot 
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♦ not been as strongly and offensively tit|}edva||iins(t 
the English, when the purposes of the holjr sc* re- 
quh'ed it. But the reality of this transaction between 
Adrian and king Henry is so far from being auspi- 
cious, that there is some ground to conjecture that 
the Irish ecclesiastics themselves were immediately 
Ann. informed of it. Prom the. date of the pope'« buH 
4 Mag. we find their synods mtdtiplied; and-^eh* regula- 
MSS, tions repeated and inforced, as it were with atn af- 
Tms " fr^ted solicitude to take away the reproach of theii* 
Thaum. church. We are told that they made the most »lu- 
tary ordinances, not only for the preservation of 
clerical discipline, but for the reformation of man- 
ners: and, (what bespfeaks neither barbarism nor 
ignorance) they provided for the regular in^fuction 
of their clergy. Armagh was then theS^mo^t reputed 
seat of leannng: and by p. solemn orflinimce itvra^ 
provided, that no one should be allowed to profesfe 
or teach theology in any of their churches, who had 
not been educated in this seminary. But whether 
their zeal and solicitude were merely accidental^ olr 
purposedly intended to demonstrate that the refor- 
mation of their church did not require the interfer- 
ence of a foreign prince, this conspiracy between 
the pope and Henry w as ceilainly alarming ; and, 
had concert or policy subsisted in Ireland^ should 
have united its inhabitants, of all orders and coodi- 
gnflwi tions, in the most vigorous and effectoal measiire^ 
'*^^^^' to guard against invasion. So possessed w^as Henry 
with his design against this country, and so elatetl 
•by the commission now received from Rome, 4hat 
the empress his mother is said to have employed the 
most urgent solicitations to divert him from an l^n- 
terprize which might endanger his immediate inter- 
ests, as well in Prance as England. 

And certain it is, that however invested witli the 

plenitude of papal authority, and however flattered 

with the ideas of conquest and dominion; Henry 

A, IX ^^^^ ^^ y^^' ^Y "^ means prepared 'for such an en- 

tm. tcq)rize. In the year in which the buU of Adrian 

is 
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is dated^ we find him engaged m repressing the ki- 
fiurrection of his brother Gec^y^ and. supporting 
his own claim to An^ou. The aifairs of England Bromp. 
were not y^ completely settled ; and the ipgulation^" M**^*^- 
oi this country i^ve full employment to the vigour 
and abilities of its monarch. The inquietude .qf 
^ales obliged him to* lead a formidable army into 
' this principality; and sK^arcely had he reduced it to 
his obcdiencej when^ he was ag^n called to the con- 
tioi^t by the death of Geoffry, where he engaged in 
wars and treaties for securing and extending his do* 
minions. These were succeeded by the long and 
painftil contest which he maintained against the 
^hurebi in which the inflexible and intrepid spirit of 
Beeket^ kqpt him in a continual state of agitation, 
The design against Ireland was therefore necessari) v 
sosp^nded^ and seemed to have been forgotten, till 
accident revived it, or the factions rather, and com- 
petitions of a corrupted and disordered people, 
opened a way for the ISuglish arms to penetrate mto 
&eir mihi^ipy country, 

Ip we review the state of Ireland at this period, 
we there find a monarch little more than titular, ae^ - 
pending for his power and influence on his own abi^ 
lities and vigour^ harassed ^by^faction, and opposed 
by powerful rivals; a number of provincial chiefs- Ann. 4 , 
tains, who assumed the title and the rigbt§4 of i<^*y- ^'^"^?' Ui 
alty^paid a. precarious tribute to their superior, andton""Aiin! 
united, if they were disposed to unite witH him, asi^igern. 
allies rather tlian subjects. In Ulster/ the family <>1^^"^"*- 
the northern HirNial, as it was called, e3^ercised an^^^- 
hereditary jurisdictioij in the modern counties of . 
Tir<me, Derry, and Donegal ; clainjed a right of su^ 
premacy over Uie lords of Fennanagh, Antrim, aiid 
ArgiaL, which included the counties of A^nnagh, 
Monaghan, Louth, . and some adjacent dijstricts • 
while Dunleve, prince of Uladh (so the coimty of 
Down was named) disputed the superiority pf this 
family, and affected an independent p^ate. In Mun- 
»ter,.ll>e descendants of the Ulustrious Brien ruled 

; in 
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in «n* 0ke piide of atif!^8t|y/imM til nfxhetfh»' 
hi>iii>ttr8 0f their .ffilnily, till/ cjonfih^ b^ umnev. 
pbwerftjl rilralH tor the tiBirritor^ 6f North MupaMT/ 
iff Thommid, they Ibft the ^mrlflce 8e|it;<y£ Mmp^ 

tWn diVi«idn. In Coaiiviq^t, thet princefif^ kBoWii! 

by the niitne of O'Cohnofc/ ^ere ohkAowlbAjgeA sff^ 

vereigmat the Eaktem territory. . Tiefiian O'RiiafC' 

^n active, festless^ miiitfiry f^fanif/^eme^ilr jirefiV 

^ey, contaminj^th^ fnqdi^m dotmt^ of liHtnA^*, moA 

mme Adjacent districts. Meirth, or t^ soist)mnr 

• ]^i-Ni{il, was siibjeci to the nrmces ^F the gceftfr 

lYisli femily of ClanvColman.Murd^d.O'Malak&yit^ 

lilnd his successbi^. L^ihsteri divided intiy fs^enft 

inferior principalities, as that of. Os^oory^ Pe^ie^/ 

tt^d the septs of Dstmen forahed of this reftiaimi' 

of the Danes, pind other foreigners, . seatW paadrr 

pally ih Dublin and Waterib^, arid goxt^t^ ffCr 

ner^Uy by their owit chieftttins, ^ve the title ct 

royalty to Derfnod, sumamed Mat-Mardkadi p 

prince representcfl by his countrymen in (be idoal 

ptUous colours : and although his vieek haver fa^n 

f:^vidently exaggerated, yet even in an. age ^wei 

country of rudeness, bn appears tp haie been ibn 

< tinguished by a nide, fierbe^ turbhlent;. and opfMea^ 

Ana! ^^^^ spirit. His fiither had goveiiied jLieinster ^HU 

Anon. ^. tyranni^l severity. Bevent^en of his dependent 

19SS. iords^ we are asaurra, w^re either capitfdly eiieeutedf 

or io$t tHfeir eyeg by his pmejty, within otie years 

V and Dermpd, wjth hiii princ^^^Hty; infa^ited Ibq 

Hiix exp. JP**^ * portion of the same temjier. His statur^f 

AuD.M^itnd bodily strength; together with a boistercAB v«4 

m iup. lour; h&d retide^ him the addiiraticm bf aU tft^ 

loferiof orders! of hia subjects ; hnd theses fus th« 

proper ihsthmients of };i& ambition; hb ^as earefm 

to protect and iavour. Hi^ dondtionil and endolr- 

ihientjs pf religious housed iecomih^l^ed hiiifi tfi tl^ 

elergVj bnt his tributary chieftains felt th« fiill 

vreight of hife ^^rifle knd tyranny. Td tSem hik got 

Hmmernt Ws^ odioufe'^ %o that in fiw aftudhmenla 



WA^ veigmiq^iitettmlsW tiieMaiKli; iMNteanfriflioiiirAnii. 
pmMl^<>r s^eatKiles^; 4etehs^ ^ 

Um. 

teat fibM eoirtpBtiltes) fiyr tho^ nidi^ of vonlundiu 
of Irdiuad, were the beirs of tl|e V^^'^lioismm,, «#- 

Toilogfa' f^'fiom^M^'vvffS'pr pofiMwiikti * m^ thdtwtr. 

biflriiorliiera« rmd'O^LacMni^* 1m ^mAinlpinwhitii^ 
stee nrkb m^^iiifibrtlce, mid sfq[>^rMi fais tilkfiiiMi 
soffiiBpeBt Tiji^rai*. A ^ci^wr Tiotorjr ^^itiqlt ^^tr • 
Ate £eMteM of C^Brieti tacMMieiA |ii9 imMyrq> lkt$ 
sR^ed irt tite WHI6 titin^ta^ ii«4Ukea* Aa- je&Uttvf of 
hk HVflt; wk<i^^ icr 8 gevd^eoiitfentibfii af Ae ilMtn^ 
0^^iNl kiiini M 60riSeM to^ ^ Upcil {*9tH|f«R of Hhh 
tkM%, b^ wIiiobO'LooMm triN k«ft^ sMrr^Migif of 
the iiordwft«|mmiice ; snA ^raidb d^iqMi^iAidn* M^wnn 
hf be made in other (Ji^tricts as their joipt intereslf 
might require: Such treaties between two superi- 
iM e^^iterafy €9MM ift n d^si^it disrated bys^it\e 
if^fe^di' pdka^ OAd ^emM n^s^st th6 |(M<;^ . 

aiid weifi^^ of fh^ir nei^bl>ours. it was soon ire* 
driyfdi Mr trnsfer tjke temtorjr of O'lloara to a tncMK 
iimw»lt€ baitiMii ; add the eitpedi^oH WKii ittider- 
tiik^h b|^ thd poiiMtij^ht Ahd \m teini^t«r ptinceg. 
O'tluajpe ;|!ras surpna^^ d^Baiedi and driven from 
^is dmnifiidils. He bad uMhrri^ ike daughter ei 
M {>rH|!g« df Meftifa^ H t^y 4istifij^is)ted by he» 
beaut^^ but of a ga^ anii ajiiofous 4ispdsitl6n. Shi^ 
haain9|Hred the Ibng of Leiast^r with an uidawfui 
fMUM^Mi^ and 0ttlliafied it by tiie frefBdom ojf hw de^* 
dbHtftem I mH if ihe b^ttt €(lK]^itiot} had not 
Deed secr^j^ eonirived or fom^tlad for tha pur^ 
p«iw 0f h^ ad«kak«|ii \0r% 9eBift9d at Ifiiat ra^ 

sttlvwl 

• Tli ISAi iiiusii^ Wf • 1^ jwrtipuUtt Jmme for a niooanik timt 

" UsHibmcea ) and^aich Aef ^pply to Turiqgh. tW oiii hiii 

piL^!.^?*^^ Atnf with rebictance^ u^ fU>oarp)i wtt^ fuiH ^^ 
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A. D. solved to take advantage of the distresses ef hw 
^^^^ husband, and to possess himself of Dervorghal^ (so 
the lady was called.) By the assistance <h a base 
brother she was conveyed to his arms^ and^with an 
aflSscted reluctance carried off in triumph Into his 
own province *. 

An outrage of this kind was not always reguded 
I^MDcer. by the Irish with abborr^M^e ; they considered it 
rather as an act of pardonable eaUantry, m* sudi 
ka offence at most as a reasonable pecuniary com« 
pensation ttijght atone for. But the sullen- and 
haughty Bremiian, provoked more bv the inscdence 
■ and treachery of the ravisher, than the infidelity of 
his wife, conceived the most determined animosity 
against Dermod. He practised secretly with Tor- 
lo^, promised the most inviolable attachment to his 
interest, and prevailed on him, not only to reinstate 
hin^ in his possessions, but to revenge the insult 

. ^ of 

* Giraldus assigns this incident as the innaediate cause of tlieex^ 
pulsion of Dermo49 and the first £uglish invasion: and all the 
^Dgh'sh historians have implicitly followed his authority . But the 
ihonk was neither a cautious examiner of the repnorts he heard m 
. iretand, nor an accurate enquirer into the true cauaei which opemd 
the way tp the 9ucces6ful progress of his countrymen* He came into 
Ireland with vn apparent contempt of tbe country and its inhabitants; 
an^ that contracted mind which produced this contempt, made him 
0atisfie4 with the reports of those who were of the same rank of 
understanding with himself, fie a^^d the cause of that reeeatjnjeBt. 
which drove Derrood from his pro vi ope. He was answered, diat it 
arose from the seizure of O'Jluarc's wife : and he mistook the first rise 
of personal animosity between two chiefs, for the immediate occasion 
of the reVenge executed agiuhst Dermod. But the Irish aaitaHsts aiv 
of authority jn this case, ifin any; aj^d they unifpnnly ngree tbatfthki 
outrag£ was cpmmitted full sixteen years befori^ Fit^*Stephea was in- 
vited mto Ireland. Permpd and O'Ruarc, during this period, -had 
frequently contended with varipus success ; and private injuries were 
apparently forgotten in the tumnit of faction and pubfo oontentaoA ; 
till the death of his prot^or O'Lochlan left Dermod exposed to 
all the rage of his political as well as his personal enemies. The re- 
sentments of O'ftuarc might have revived upon a fair ocpasion ; 
but' their operation could not have been considerable, if the po- 
litical attachments of Dermod had not been particularly offensive.* 
It was the partizan of 0*Lochlan who was pronounced unworthy to 
^U the throne of Leinster ; not the ravisher of DervorghaL . 
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of Mftt-Mnrehad, whom he repi^sentf^ (and jttstly) 
as a fidthless vassal^ really devoted to the service 
erf hig rival. The kinff of Coimaug^t led his forces Ann. 
into Leinster^ rescu^ Dervorghal from her para-^^^ 
moar, and i^estored her to her friends; with whom a. B. 
she lived, if not in a state of reconciliation with her 11*4. 
hiisbaiid, at least in that opulence and splendor, 
which enabled her to atone for the crime of infide- 
lity by the usual method of magnificent donationi^ 
to the church. 

This service naturally formed a close connection 
between O'Ruarc and the Connaught prince, with^^^* 
whoin he remained in firm union, and by whose as- 
sisffttiee he was enabled to revenge his wrongs, by 
firequently joining with the discontented chiefrains 
of Leinster, and harassing his enemy king Der- 
mod ; till the death of Torlogh, in the year one 
thousand one hundred and fifty-six, rewarded the 
vigorous -«fibrts of O'Loghlan with the dignity of 
.monarch. Dermod was the first to acknowledge 
this new sovereign, and by the merit both of hi* 
former attachment, and his new submission, found 
support in his private quarrels, and in his turn was 
eltaMed to wreak his animosity on the prince of 
Breflhey. But he had taken liis party with too 
great precipitation. His patron, with the most 
outrageous defiance of all the precepts of humanity 
and'sood faith, seized on Dunleve, the prince of 
Uladn, with whom he had but now concluded a 
solemn treaty, and put out hij^ eyes : which so pro- 
voked the neighbouring chieftains, that they in- ^ 
staiftly took arms to avenge their associate, and de- 
fend themselves from the like barbarity. O* Loch- a. D. 
Ian was defeated, and by falling in the battle ofiioT. 
Litterluin, as it was called, extinguished the hopes 
and pretensions of his family, and left the long- 
contested title of monarch to Roderic, son and sue* 
cessor of the late king of Connaught. 

Roderic, during the reign of his father and his 
«)wn government of Connaught, had been for the 

• - mo!^ 



" lip. «Uk twrw, vwiAAoj^^CTiKavct feiwa^fyMsoRthy ^of, ^e- 
QHHQ^IH^^jlie l^fiNAWpnfm«iSiar9»y..^o«Pu]Min> iw- 
JWdiftU^ly^aftien tl)€^ 4wtb off Q'.Loqlilan ; . w«i%;tb«^fe 

bitants m his pay ; and^ thus reinforced^ miunclMl tO" 
mmi^ ik^fi/ot^, .^9^rW9^ F^^fld by ttie eha^^ins 
: t mitk ey^ry niwk ^ :, ^nlMipd^Qn. , i>efmpd, justty 
ikradiflgr tbe ifigpur. pf t^is^yi^^ JHQDfir^^ ,^1^4^ *»:' 
peciiiigri4l ttic fiury.wpf ca ;tqHKi{4iwt TAsanfipi^ 
l^i^9stf Ihe mic^ima pff ))iis ^U#ii* ^i^^l^ ¥» s^zad 

of rexatioq,f^dde«ipd^ > ppe|^re.|a bispi^^ra io9ip).pf 
Ff^«^,{xks| bis ^einves |^Qu)d4^Q;th€(,#a|j(ifgtt^|^ 
of «^lii|g4t. , ' ]!R«r f^fis^^he; ijWstAl^ ia J»Nf «wrp- 
bmsi<H>s. , .liberie > awn ;■ r^turw^^ vS|ttei)di^ ,.by 
O^iuArcy 3tiUtfie. iiwret^f^tft fi|ie|[py. of ^e )^in^t^ 
piriiice. /They o¥^f-ian4he|Y^j^le;provi^esiif}d^ j^ 
;in:«i^ible ibipe. : All' tbe^^aD^rapr. }i^» w^re.at 
lonce dr]^^iv4o:waJ(Qrfb^ir;>p^^Q^i|d,.A<^ 
»the ^u{^peipfbcy/o$ H94eri€ r |)^n^^ 
^Bus. a TiMltB nttaidy HH^f^Hthy of his^rfiiiajtion ;r t<> ^ &i9h 
another ^1^ bis^ w^Uyr wa9 w^^m^iiipdj aipdrgfive .ffire* 
ties for.his^ i^iibmissipii ^i^^^H^Uy ^9[ik^ mf»h^rfh ; 
Yiho m th^ Ml Qaceei: of glory pieirc^/ iq^ ^iHister^ 
Itegulat^lbip pmvJQG^a^l^. pf^^fi^e^ ABdiietw^^ 

jF0iiti0n of tbe.&tates, jia> >i^)bH;h.bis-gn»;94eur .^id 
^ . authority wire sOr^tHkuigly; di^^yfd^ : itlmt jtb 
^ient honours of hiS(P*?iui^iry: sa^med* iq >r^v}.ve^(.at 
^e very' momciito wbf^ .9^11; f^h ^xpec^tiops* yfesre 
- pur^be^ppipt of b^iag^^titerly f^U^gui^^ ;,- ftpd 
Ihe, iO/s^Wpe of t4ijBf^]^^j^t.|a?jyon w»^ ir^My^itP 
produce a revcilo4ipi>nlB<yqf^i»B«rtftnt ^^ 
lutdfyet ^icy^woed. 

iQKvjthlw^trM^rst appe^TWc^of aarim?asi<?ii,. D<3-- 
yif^felt the ^ects of bis tyrannical govemment. His 

tributaries 
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tributaries had at otice deserted him ; and goinc of 
the most considerable amonp^ theui, as the Danish 
lord of Dublin^ and the chiefcain of Ossory, united 
with his enemies. His abject flattery and subniis- 
sion could not efTace the memory of his foiiner 
severities. The chief of the O'Birnes, a powerful Regan, 
sept in that part gf Leinster now called Wicklow, 
was with difficulty persuaded by the clergy to ad* 
mit him to his presence, disavowed all attachmeni 
to him, and with the haughtiness of a superior 
conunanded hitn^ to depart, as he regarded his perr 
sonal safety. And now, defeated, and degraded, in 
the bitterness of insulted pride, and the rage of 
malignant resentment, he formed the desperate pur* 
pose of abandoning his kingdom, and seekitag in 
foreign countries tlie means of regaining his. state, 
and gratifying his revenue. The situation of his 
territory naturally pointed out England as his place 
of immediate refuge ; he embarked with sixty fbl-Girald. 
lowers, and arrived at the port of Bristol. 

In England the odious part of his character was 
unknown. He was considered as an injured prince, 
deserted by rebellious vassals, and forced from his 
dominions by an iniquitous confederacy; and he 
was received with a suitable degree of pity and re- 
spect, especially by the clergy, who entertained the 
friend and benefactor of their order in the monaa* 
tery of Augitstines with the utmost hoKpitality, 
Here he learned that Henry the king of England, 
whom he now professed to consider as his sole re- 
source, was engaged in Acqnitain, a'nd thither h^ 
immediately proceeded. He appeared before the 
kioj^ in all the marks of distress imd sorrow, and Ibid, 
falhng at his feet, made a passionate and afSBcting 
narrative of his misfortvmes, enlarged ojn the malice 
t>f his coimtrymen, the treachery of his pretended 
friends, and tte rebellion of , his subjects, imploring 
the protection and assistance of Henry, the fame o^f 
whose magnanimity and generosity had prompted 
him to this address; adding, that if he should bf^ 
«o hftppy a^ to obtain his powerful interposition, he 

Vol. I. G would 
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would acknowledge him as his liege lord, and hold 
bis dominions, which he was thus confident of re- 
gaining, in vassaUige lo Henry and his heirs. 

Nothing could have been more acceptable ta 
the king than this petition, which revived the flat- 
tering rdeas he had formerly conceived, and afford- 
ed a new pretence for leading an army into- Ireland. 
But his affairs were still perplexed. His contest 
with the clergy subsisted ; and he had bat now re- 
ceived new proof of the obstinacy and violence of 
Becket ; while tlye insurrections of his subjects in 
the provinces of Franco, fomented secretly by 
Louis, engaged him busily both in w ar and negoeia- 
tion. Yet still determined to improve the present 
incident as far as his situation might permit, heTe- 
ccived the Irish prince with the utmost kindness, 
affected to commiserate his wrongs, made him mu- 
Ibi<k nificent pi-esents, accepted his tender of allegiance, 
-* and dismissed Irim with a letter of credence address- 
ed to all his subjects, notifying his grace and pro- 
tectioit granted to the king orLeinster, and declar- 
ing that whosoever within his dominions should he 
disposed to aid him in the recoveiy of his territory, 
might be assured of his free licence and royal favour. 
Dennod returned to England highly elevated by his 
favourable reception, and still more by the hopf^s of 
deriving imfportant advantages from this letter. 
He repaired once more to Bristol, the usual resort of 
Irish vessels, and where of consequence he expect- 
ed intelligence from his own country. Here he 
made publication of Henry's letter, repeatetl his 
pitious tale, and lavished bis promises on all those 
who should assist the friend and vassal of their sove- 
reign ; but without effect. Whether his character 
and conduct had by this time been represented in 
an unfavourable light, or whether a disadvantage- 
ous opinion had been formed of his country, no one 
could be. found, even in those days of adventure, 
to listen to his flattering promises, and take arms in 
hiscaxise. 

A MONTH 
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A MONTH thus elapsed without any prosq)ect of Ibid. 
succours^ and Dermod began to abandon all hopes 
of a restoration^ when, as his Jast desperate dfort, 
he was persuaded to address himsejf to Richard earl 
of Chepstow or Strigul^ as it was anciently named, 
son of. Gilbert, a nobleman of the illustrious house 
of Clare, koown by the titles both of Chepstow and 
Pembroke, and of considerable note and consequence 
in Wales. His son was distinguished as well by his 
military genius, as by his station and alliances ; at- 
tended by a powerful train of followers, w ho^se af- 
fections he had gained by his courtesy and genero- 
sity ; but, estranged from the royal ravour, retired^ 
and disengaged^ his fortune dissipated, his distresses 
urgent, and his prospects gloomy, he was thought 
likely to comply with the overtures of Dennod, 
who pressed him with the most urgent solicitations^ 
These howevCT were received with a coldness and 
reserve little suited to his present views. The earl, 
better fitted for the. execution, than the conduct of a 
bold design, was scrupulous and embarrassed; and, 
where he was to take a leading part, considered every 
difficulty miniitely, and stated every objection in its 
fuU force. He could not consider the general li- 
cence of Henry as a suflScient warrant for a mea- 
sure of such consequence as that of leading his 
vassals into a foreign country^ Dermod renewed 
his instances, and redoubled his promises. He eiu 
gaged even to give Ijirn his daughter Eva in mar- 
riage, and to make him heir to bis kingdom r 
though s^asible that he hp.d no power to nominate 
hisrheir, by the ancient usage and institutions of his 
country: such tempting offers at length prevailed 
over the scruples of earl Richard. He covenanted 
to assist him with a considerable force, which he 
appointed to transport into Ireland in the ensuing 
spring, provided be could obtain the khig's particu* 
hr licence and approbation. 

E|#EVATBD by the success of this negociation. Ibid. 
Periqod conceived that he had most effectually pro- 
. V|ded 
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Ibidi vided for hif^ re-establishment; and now advanced 
as tar as to 8t, David's in Sovth Wales^ in order to 
return privately into Ireland, to collec^t the remains 
of bis adherents, and to prepare for the receptioi) 
of his expected ally, He \?as received by the bi- 
^op of this see with particular kindness, who af? 
fected the .utmost indignation at his wrongs, and 
pity of his sufferings, and was particularly studioun 
to gain friends to a prince whoso munificence to his 
clergy had jevery where made him a favourite of 
the order, in despite of tyranny and adultery. Rico 
Fitz-Griffilh, who commanded in this country^, 
had for some time meditated a revolt from the 
king of England. Robert Pitz-Stephen, an active, 
brave, and skilfUl soldier, had been entrusted by the 
Welchman with the government of Cardigan.; but 
as he proved not well disposed to favour his rebeHir 
ous designs, he was seized by his opder, and con^ 
fined three years in prison. Such was the opinion 
formed of his abilities in >vap, that Rice now made 
him a voluntary offer of his liberty, prpvicled ho 
would unite with him agaii^st king Hei^. Piizr 
Stephen, though nearly allied to this chief by his 
mother's side, >va8 yet utterly averse from such a 
service. His fathev was a Normw> a^d he himself, 
of consequence, attached to the interests of the Gng- 
)ish monarch. Solicitous, at the same time, to regain 
his liberty, he represented to Fftz-Griffith, that al- 
though he could not take arms against his Uege- 
lord, he was yet willing to deqline all part in the 
projected contest; that the Irjsh prince solicited as-: 
distance; that he would gladly hazard his life and 
fortune in a foreign land, so as not to oppose, since 
he could not assist him. These instances were wc^ 
gently enforced by the bishop and by Maurice Fite^ 
Gerald maternal brother to Fitz-Stephen, a lord of 
distinguished worth and valour, who with some other 
adventurous knights of Wales now consented to tak^ 
part in the Irish expedition. Robisrt, tlms set at 
iiberty,^6venanted to engage with all his followers 
in the service pf Dennod, ^Yho on his part pi^mised 



to ceAt to the two principal leaders, Pkz-Stephen, 
and Pitz-Gerald, the entire doiiiinion of the town 
of Wexford, with a hirge adjoining territory, as 
soon as hx ttieir assistance he should be reinstated 
|n his rights. 

Sp^H yras the original ischepeie of an invasion, 
which in the event proved of so great importance. 
An odious fugitive, iJriven from Jiis provinire by 
iiiction and revenge, gains a few adventurers in 
Wales, wtjom yputhfid valour or distress of fortune 
led into Irelana, In hopes of some advantageous set- 
tleip,ei»tS; Dermo4> who, no doubt, encouraged 
his new flilUes by the assurance pf a powerful rein- 
forcement of hi^ pouiAtrym^i, was obliged to affect 
impalienjC^ to di^art, and to provide for their recep- 
tion. He paid his vows in the ehuroh of St. David, 
embarked, landed in Ireland, passed without disco-r 
very through the quajrters of his enemies, arrived 
at Ferns,: and was entiertatned and concealed in the 
monastery wiiich he himself had erected ; waiting 
impatiently for the return of spring, when the 
English powers were to pome to his assistance, To i j69. 
the clergy he took qare to magnify his gracious re- 
ception by king Henry, the dispositions of the Eng- 
lish in h|s fistvcmr, stnd the pumber, forpe, and valour 
of the confederates l^e expected. The hitelligence 
was industrionslysprend abroad, and served to ani- 
mate his adherents ; who Incautiously ci^wded in 
considerable numbers to tJieiF old master, and re-^ 
ceived his assurances of a speedy and effectual sup- 
port. As the secret of hjs return coiild not be long Ann 4 
jconcealed, he assumed the appearane of the, utmost ^l^^* 
confidence. He even marphed fit the head of his^^^' . 
adherents, and possessed him of a part of his do*^ 
minions c^led Hi-Kenselagh. Yet secretly distract- 
ed and terrified, tormented by delay, and dreading a 
disappointment, he dispatched Regan, his faithful 
dcmiesfie into England, to hasten the succours al-M.R€^n. 
ready pratnised, and td solicit others^ with an assur- 
ance of rich settlements and Iiu*ge rewards to aH 
(i^en^tirecs* 

RpDERIC^ 
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Ann. 4 RoDESLic^ who was stiU busily enlpldyed ia esta- 
Ann Ult ^^Jshing' his authority, confirming his adherents and 
Ann! terrifying' his secret enemies, was not long unin- 
Tigern. formed of the return of Dermod. . Fame magni- 
Contin. fjed the force he had collected, and converted a few 
Anon followers of Wales, who embarked with this prince, 
Mss! into an army of foreigners. Possibly the new chief- 
tain of Leinstier was author of this report, as. he 
Tseems to have found no resources in his owa valour 
and abilities, but to have relied entirely on the pro- 
tection of Roderic. The monarch had lately oblig- 
ed the northern chieftains, whom he most suspect- 
ed, to acknowledge his supremacy ; and was now 
impatient to regulate the disorders both of Meath 
and Thomond, in each of which pFovinces the vio- 
lence of local feuds and factions had ended in the 
murder of the reigning princes. Yet still resolving 
to chastise the insolence of the Lean^ter chief, he 
suddenly collected some forces, and with his faithful 
associate O'Ruarc marched into the countiy qf Hi- 
Kenselagii. 

Df^RMOD, terrified at this incursion of his inve- 
terate enemies, fled into his woods for shelter; and, 
fiivoured by the advantage of situation, made a i^ew 
of resistance, and even skirmifi^hed with the enemy, 
without any considerable disadvantage or di^gnace. 
In the first action the forces, of Conriaught were 
repelled with some loss z anolhier battle ensued, in 
which the Tainist, or successor eject of O'Ruarc, 
fell ; and on the part of Dermod, a yoimg lord of 
Wales, whomjthe Irish annals in the style of their 
nation, call a king's son, tog-ethes with others of in- 
ferior note, were killed. Byt this chiefjbain,. sensir 
ble of his own weakness, and the necessrity of amus- 
ing his assailants, artfully proposed to treat, made 
«olemn professions of the most abject. sUbQiis^ioii to 
Roderic, and foifiiajly renounced[ his claim to the 
government of I^inst^r ; requesting, as an object 
of compassion, to be allowed to reto^in ien-cantreds 
only of the. province, "which he promised to hold in 
absolute dependence upon Roderic, and in perfect 
.\. sutr 
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snbmfssion to that monarch. • To hifn hid <eiid[m*ed 
seven hostagjes as a snrety for his obedience; and to 
O'Ruarc one hundred oiltices of ^okt, as an ind«ce- 
ment to bury all old animosities in oblWion^ and to 
grant his favour and protection to an unhappy 
prince, whom he could no longer consider as a ri- 
val, divested, as he viras, of all the antient rights 
and honours of his fomily, Roderic, intent on ob^ 
jects apparently more ihiportant, accepted hi& insi- 
dious subtnission ; consented to remit this small por- 
tion of territory to Dermod, received his hoigtages^ 
and Imstened to make the necessary dispositions in 
other provinces. 

But the perioid at length arrived, when Dermod 
was to discover his insincerity, and to asseii; at the 
head of an army, the rights be had so solemnly re- 
linquished. Robert Pitz-Stephen had collected hisQiniid, 
forces, consisting of thirty knights, sixty men in ar-CambL 
mour, and three hundred archers, all chosen men ^/{,«^f^.. ^h^ 
of Wales, and embarking in three ships about the ^f /v^/^ j 
beginning of the month of May, in. the year eleven j? 
hundwid and seventy, arrived at a creek cailled the ^^^^^^^' - 
Bann, near the city of Wexford. With these came ^7^ 

Hervey of Mountmorres, not with any inilitary 
train,' but as the emissary of his nephew the earl of 
Chepstow, to survey the country, and to report its 
state and circumstances to Richard, so as to direct 
him in his intended entepprizc; This troop was the 
very next day reinforced by Maurice, of Pendergast, 
'a valiant Welshman, at the head of t^i knights and 
two hundred archers. The commotion which was 
naturally pi'odtfced through the .adjacent country 
by the landing of a foreign force, served to alarm 
the Britons, who before they adventured to march 
forward, §ent immediately to Dermod to notify their 
arrival, and to demand his assistancei The Irisk 
prince was filled with the utmost exultation. Num'- 
oers of his subjects, who had abandoned. hitn in his 
distress, considered this eveiit as a certain assiuranoe 
of his speedy restoration, and now crowded eagerly 
> v:^ . ' c .'-: -.to 
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to hb stiuidard. He instantly sent five hundred 
meu^ lieaded by his natural son DonaJd, a youth 
of distinguished bravery^ to Join the invaders. He 
himself soon followed^ t'eceived his foreign allies 
with every expression of joy and aflectidn^ renewed 
those promises he had made in Ei>gland ; and their 
mutual stipulations being adjusted, and ratified with 
all due solemnity^ they pro<^eeded to concert the 
operations of war, and the measures most effectual 
for their own interests and the service of the prince 
of Leinster. 
Girald. It was resolved to march to Wexford, a city 
Camb. about twelve miles distant from their place of land- 
ing, the reduction of which was an object of great 
importance, and of which Fitz-Stephen was by trea- 
ty to become possessor. It was garrisoned by a body 
of^ Irish and Ostmen as they were called^ men of 
violent and undiciplined bravery, who marched out 
boldly to meet their assailants. But when they came 
to view the British forces, whose numbers they had 
despised, they found an enDmy quite ditierent firom 
those they had hitherto encountered ; no disordered 
crowd, but a regular and well-appointed body,^ 
whose barbed horses, shining armour, regular dis*- 
cipline, and composure, formed a new and terrify- 
ing spectacle to these natives. They declined the^ 
engagement ; yet still resolving to defend their city 
even to the last extremity, they set fire to the suburbs 
and adjacent villages, and retired within their walls. 
FiTZ-ST£Pfi£N and his associates, encouraged by 
this retreat, advanced with the greater confidence^ 
led up their forces to the walls, and making the 
Ibid. necessary dispositions, proceeded to a vigorous as- 
sault, assured of immediate victory. But the gar- 
rison, Qn their part, made an obstinate defence : and 
after many efforts of valour, the Britons had the 
mortification to find thi^nselves obliged to retire with 
the loss of eighteen of their nuralwr. Their Irish 
allies were confiiunded at the ill success of this first 
* attempt : but the spirit of Fit2-Stephen was not 
so easily subdued. He drew off his men to the 

sea- 
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sea-diore, and to convince them that their scJe relr- 
ance must be upon their valour^ he set fire to his 
own transports among other vessels which lay at an- 
chor ; ana the next day, having first ordered di- 
vine service to be performed in his camp, with all 
solemnity^ he disposed his forces with greater care 
and circumspection^ and again led them to the as- 
sault, animated by devotion, impatient of their late 
disgrace, and convinced of the necessity of conquer- 
ing. 

Their motions had not been unoj^served by theGirald 
garrison. These jnen, who were accustomed to see^»"^^- 
contests finally decided by the success of one vigor- 
ous impression, were astonished at this persevering 
resolution. The clergy in particular were terrified, Recan 
and made the most passionate remonstrances against Stanih. 
an opposition whicn must prove fatal to all within 
the walls. It was at length agreed to treat with the 
besiegers ; and a deputation of the principal inha- 
bitants, with two reverend bishops lit their head, 
were sent to settle the terms of capitulation. They 
proposed that Wexford should be surrendered to Der- 
mod, that all the. inhabitants should acknowledge ^ 

hitn as their sovereign, l>e admitted to rfenew their 
oaths of allegiance, and received into his service ; 
and that four principal citizens should become hos^ 
tages for the peaceabje submission and fidelity of the 
Wexfordians. The insolence, resentment, and sus- 
picions of Dermod protracted this treaty for three 
days : when the authority of his prelates, and the 
advice of his foreign allies, at length prevailed. He 
accepted the submission of his repenting subjects, 
and entered Wexford in triumpii. And now, to 
dempnstrate his gratitude and good faith, Fitz-Ste- 
phen, and Fitz-Cferald whose speedy arrival was ex- 
pected, were jointly invested with the lordship of 
this city and its domain, Hervey of Mountmorres 
ako was declared lord of two considerable districts 
on the coast, between Wexford and Waterford, in 
order to gratify his nephew earl Richard, and to 
Vol. I. D convince 
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convince him of the advantages to be gained in the 
service of the prince of Leinster. Here then was 
the first colony of British inhabitants planted by 
these lords ; and herethe}'- remained for many years 
distinguished from the natives, in their manners and 
language ; nor even at this day, after so many va- 
rious changes and revolutions, are they completely 
blended with the original inhabitants. 
Regan. After a few days residence at Wexford, Der- 
n^?}t' ni<^d led the British forceig to bis usual abode at 
Ferns, where three weeks were spent in refreshing 
the soldiers, feasting their commanders, and con- 
certing their future operations, J5y the accession of 
the garrison, his army was now encreased to three 
thousand men, exclusive of his foreign forces ; and 
revenge no less than policy determined him to make 
that part of Leinster called Ossory the seat of war. 
The lord of this district had not only revolted from 
Dermod in his distress, and united with Roderic, 
but had formerly possessed himself of a son of the 
prince of Leinster, either as an hostage or a visitor 
at his court ; and conceiving some suspicions of him 
as holding an Unlawful intercourse with his wife, 
seized him in the rage of jealousy, and with a fni- 
elty not then peculiar to Ireland, ordered his eyes 
to be put out. The unhappy youth expired under 
the operation ; and the father harboured the most 
violent and implacable resentment, which he now 
determined that the prince of Oigory should feel. 
He assembled the British leaders, pathetically relat- 
ed the injury he had received from this chieftain, 
the most malignant of his rebellious subjects, whom 
his honour apd his interest equally obliged him to 
reduce, without delay ; observed that his whole re- 
liance was on their conduct and valour, which his 
countrymen were now taught to dread ; and en- 
treated their concurrence in his intended expedition 
into Ossory, where the very terror of the English 
name assured them of an easy victory. To this they 
readily replied, that the very purpose of their ex- 
pedition 
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pedition was t6 restore him to his dimity and au- 
thority^ and that it was» his part to direct their ope>* 
rations. 

The fame of this intended expedition was soon S?^"^* 
spread abroad^ and the Ossorians roused by theQ^^^j,* 
dreadful intelligence that Dermod prepared to spread 
fire and slaughter through their territory, their un- 
daunted prince marched to I)is frontier at the head ^ 
of a considerable force, amounting to five thousand 
men ; and, strongly entrenched amidst woods and 
morasses, waited the approach of his invaders. The 
onset was violent, and sustained with the utmost 
firmness : the efforts of the Britons wer^ repeatedly 
foiled and repelled ; tijil the Ossorians, transported 
by the ardour of victory, quitted their advantage- 
ous situation, and poured down rashly into the plain^ 
in pursuit of an enemy who fled on purpose to be- 
tray them into this fatal error. Their disordered 
numbers were here opposed to the British cavalry, 
conducted by a skilful general ; and the contest was 
speedily decided. The Ossorians were driven off 
the field, and vigorously pursued till the victors in 
their turn were, by their ignorance of the country, 
betrayed into a dangerous situation, amidst rnorasses^ 
Avhere their heavy armed cavalry could not act. 
Dermod apprised them of this danger in due time : 
for the enemy were again collecting, and prepared 
to renew the engagement with an appearance so 
formidable, that his Irish forces could not dissemble 
their sense of the approaching danger. Unexpe-^ 
rienced in the artifices of war, they attributed the 
quickness of the foreigners in retiring before the ene- 
my to the want of courage, and separated them- 
selves from a body, who, fliey said, could run like 
the wind : while Dermod on his part began to sus- Re^ran. 
pect that the men of Wexford intended to take this 
opportunity of deserting to the enemy ; and there- 
fore, for his greater safety, johied the British bat- 
talion. But the conduct and resolution of his allies 
prevented the pernicious effects of these suspicions, 

and 
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and OQce more preyailed over iindisciplined and ki- 
expertenced numbers. They again suffered them- 
selves to be driven through the defiles and morasses, 
to the plain^ firm, and open ground ; then advanc- 
ed vigorously ; while a select body, placed in am- 
bush for this purpose, charged the enemy in the 
rear. The Ossorians fled on all sides ; and the Irish 
in the service of Dermod pursued, awd completed 
the rout. They returned from the carnage laden 
with three hundred heads of the slaughtered enemy, 

Hib.Exp. which they presented to their prince. If we may 
believe Giraldus, he turned and examined them dis- 
tinctly, and in all the infernal triumph of revenge, 
clasped his hands passionately, and returned thanics 
to heaven. The historian adds a circumstance too 
horrid to be believed, or even mentioned, but with 
reluctance ? that having discovered in this bleeding 
heap the head of one of his mortal foes, the moB- 
ster seized it, fastened his teeth upon the ghastly vi- 
sage, and mangled it in the phrenzy of savage rage' 
and malice. Surely the humane and generons Britons 
could not have been witnesses of such an action I 

The British commanders would gladly have im- 
proved this victory, by keeping the field until the 

Btgaiw prince of Ossory should be completely reduced, ra- 
ther than incur the danger of being again attacked 
in their retreat. But they were now in the service 
of a prince used to another kind of war. He had 
defeated his enemy, ravaged and burnt his territory ; 
and contented for the present with such success, 
he once more led his army back to Perns ; where 
his vassal lords attended him in his good fortune, 
todeprecate his resentment, and renew their engage- 
. meats. Those who still refused to submit were ha- 
rassed by his incursions. Decies, the territory of 
O'Paolan, and that part of WickloAv known by the 
name of Glandelagh, felt thfe utmost fury of his ra- 
vages. The prince of Ossory, notwithstanding his 
defeat, still dared to appear in arms and defy the 
poww of Dermod, and was therefore exposed to a 

second 
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second invasion. Consciotis that his original pflfenc« 
cmild not readily admit of an accommodafioti, he 
prepared for an obstinate and desperate resistance. 
For three days he maintained his post against (he 
repeated assaults of his invaders ; and though his 
forces were at length broken, they were by no meafl9 
subduedy but still waited for a fair occasion of mak- 
ing head against an enemy, who allowed* them to 
re-assemble, by retiring when the victory wa» once 
obtained. 

A FORTUNATE incident soou encouraged ih^ Os- 
sorians to become invaders in their turn. Dermod Regan. 
by his insolence or neglect had provoked Maurice 
of Pendergast to renounce his service ; and by at- 
tehfjpting to prevent his return into Wales, forced 
this lord with his whole troop to follow the insidi- 
ous advice of the Wexfordians, and to unite with 
the prince of Ossory . So formidable an opinion had 
been entertained in Leinster of the English prowess, 
and so great expectations were formed from such a 
slender re-inforcement, that this chieftain was now 
emboldened to make an inroad into the territories 
of Dermod. He harassed his tributaries, and ra- 
vaged his country ; but Pendergast was too sensible 
of the advantages of the prince of Leinster to suffer 
his new associate to meet him in the field : especi- 
ally as the loss sustained by his own defection was 
now supplied by the arrival of Maurice Fitz-Gerald, 
who landed at Wexford with his powers, consisting 
often knights, thirty horsemen, and one hundred 
afchers. 

The Ossorian, though not strong enongh to en-iwd- 
Sa^e iu any enterprize of real consequence, was yet 
desirous to retain Pendergast in his service : and 
when this commander, disgusted at his new alliance, 
and dreading treachery from the Irish of Ossory, 
determined once again to return to Wales, he even 
attempted to oppose his passage by force. The ad- 
. dress and valour of Maurice extricated him from 
the danger^ and secured his retreat ; and the prince 

of 
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of Ossory soon found it necessary to- amuse his im- 
placable enemy by a submission^ which with some 
reluctance Dermod at length sullenly accepted. 

While this prince proceeded thus successfully in 
reducing his revolted subjects, Roderic, the Irish 
monarch, was busily engaged in measures calculated 
for intimidating his rivals and enemies, and sup- 
Ann porting the dignity of his station. The insincere 
4 Mag. submissions of many, the most powerful of the Irish 
MSS. dynasts, and the internal disorders of diffierent pro- 
vinces, called him off from the apparently less in- 
teresting affairs of Leinster, and kept him in perpe- 
tual agitation. To give his sovereignty the greater 
dignity and respect, he repeatedly summoned the 
estates of the nation, revived such ancient institu- 
tions as served to strike the multitude with lively 
impressions of his power and grandeur ; ordained 
new laws, bestowed his graces upon the clergy, regu- 
lated their seminaries, made additional donations to 
the professors of the learning of his days, and by 
every popular measure studied to gain the respect, 
und command the obedience of his vassals. The 
commotions of Leinster he affected to consider as 
merely local, a contest between an inferior prince 
and his tributaries, and the arrival of foreigners to 
the assistance of Dermod as an incident totally un- 
hnportant. The nation had been for ages used 
to see petty troops of foreigners engage in the 
service of some provincial chieftain, who paid and 
dismissed them when his contest was decided. But 
the fame of the exploits and progress of those war- 
like Britons began to spread through the island, and 
was received not without surprize and terror. The 
defeat of the Ossorians, who had beeh the declared 
partizans of Roderic, and Dermod's contemptuous 
violation of his treaty, seemed to cast a shade of dis- 
honour upon the government of this monarch, and 
to demand his immediate ami vigorous interposition. 
And as other provinces were now composed, and 
that the affairs of Leinster could not be neglected 

without 
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without the utmost disgrace to his authority^ he de- 
temiine'd to march, in all the majesty and terror 
of an offended sovereign, against Dermod and his 
foreigners, before they were enabled by any addi- 
tional reinforcements to spread the flames of war 
still further. 

The iseveral chieflain.4 were summoned to attend 
his standard, their vassals were collected ; the whole 
united army was assembled and reviewed at Tarah, 
the renowned seat of ancient Irish grandeur ; and at- 
tended their monarch to Dublin. Here were dis-Ann. 
covered the first symptoms of that internal weakness ^^^5- 
which lay concealed under this parade and ostenta-^„j^ Ult. 
tion. The northern chieftains, who yielded to none Aun. Tl- 
of their countrymen in military honour, had march- gfru-. 
ed thus far, under the command of Roderic, ^'ith jr^.^"^*"* 
their numerous and warlike troops. But many of 
these chieftains, he knew, paid him a reluctant "and 
insidious obedience, and were secretly favourers of 
the rival family of Hi-Nial. Dreading this insince- 
rity, and justly suspecting that on some critical emer- 
gency they might avow their disaffectioh, and per- 
haps desert to the enemy, he dismissed the Northern 
forces, as If the present service was not sufficiently 
important to require their concmTence, or to detain 
them from their own habitations and concerns. His 
provincial troops, those of O'Ruarc, those of Tho- 
mond, and some from the lords of Leinster, who 
still opposed their chieftain, formed an army greatly 
superior to the forces he was to encounter: and 
Dermod had scarcely received the news of this for- 
midable confederacy, when he was again informed 
that the united powers of the monarch had actually 
entered Ws territories, and commenced hostilities. 

This first appearance of a reverse of fortune served 
to convert the insolence of his success into the most 
abject and unmanly dismay. And, to complete his 
confiision, numbers of his own vassals, who had but^**^®^ 
just now bound themselves to his service by theg^^ji^ 
most solemn oaths^ made a faithless revolt to the 

enemy: 
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enemy : and «ven those who had not yet deserted^ 
he had too good reason to suspect. In this, which 
he regarded as the extremity of distress^ he lost all 
hopes^ even in his British allies ; and communicated 

. his intelligence to their leaders with the dejection 
of a man totally desperate. Fitz-Stephen is said to 
have endeavoured to allay these terrors ; and to 

. have represented^ with some warmth^ that a jpnnce, 
should not only display his personal bravery in the 
fields but possess his mind with that firmness and 
magnanimity which might enable him to encounter 
the severest distress ; that a steady and well-collected 
mind could not fail of it^ resources, even in the 
most alarming events : at worst, an honorable death 
was the last glorious resource of an undaunted i^i- 
rit; the Britons were still faithful to' his cause, 
ready to share his fortunes, the friends of his dis- 
tress, as well as of his prosperity. Such remon- 
stances were succeeded by a serious deliberation on 
the measures necessary lor their defence. As the 
eneniy was so superior in numbers, it was resolved 
to retire to a station near Ferns, difficult and dan- 
gerous of access, surrounded with deep and impas- 
sable woods, precipices, and morasses ; whichby art 
and labour was soon rendered impregnable to an 
enemy more distinguished by rude valour than by 
military skill. And thus entrenched and fortified, 
they seemed to bid defiance to the invaders. 
Girald. iloDERic considered their present advantage of 
Hanmer. situation, the danger of attacking an enemy thus 
Stanih. stationed, which had frequently been experienced in 
all the Irish wars, the precarious event of battle, the 
fatal consequences to his authority from a defeat, or 
evexx from the least disgrace which miglit attend his 

c arms ; and determined to try every expedient of 
policy, before he had recourse to the final decision 
of the sword, His first attempt was to prevfiil upon 
the British forces to detach themselves from Der- 
rood : and for this purpose, by his deputies, he is 

. said to have represented to Fitz-Stephen the injustice 

of 
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of his present conduct in leading an army into 4 
strange country, where he had no plaims or preten^ 
wons to support, in seizing land& and projecting pot* 
tlements^ when the rightful po<«scssor&^ far from eii* 
tertaining any hostile dispositions to his followers^ 
were still contented that the Britons should bo ant'^ 
fered to depart umuolested : that it was shameful 
for a brave and generous people to espouse the odi- 
ous cause of a tyrant and adulterer; unreasonably 
to involve themselves in the ruin now iuipending 
over hioi, and extravagant to suppose that the forpea 
of itn Irish monarch could not crush an enemv in %ik 
distres8> whom they had successfully attacked in tb^ 
miflst of his prosperity, aud driven into abject > bft** 
n}shment> in despite of his rnost vigorous eiSbrts i 
that their only just and reasonable measure wa^ to 
retire in peace, and leave him to. his fate ; especi- 
ally as Roderic consented not only to allow them a 
secure departure^ but to defray the expences of their 
voyage. 

- Im these overtures Fitz-Stephen- readily disKp^ver- 
ed the diffidence and timidity by which they had 
been dictated, and therefore was the more ein^old^ 
4^ed to reject them^ lie replied, that the Britons 
had not c<mie tp invade the rights of others, but ta 
take possession of their own, which they claimed: by 
treaty with, the king of Leinsteri to him they stood 
engaged by every tie of justice and honour ; nor 
was it their custom to forsake their allies on the 
first alarm of opposition, or to be seduced from their 
attachments by a bribe; that soldiers were not used 
to listen with severity to old tales'" of any man'^ 
amours; nor could Roderic hunself, whose spurjoui^, 
is9Ue wa$ well known, boast of consummate chastity ; 
that he and his associates were utterly at a loss to 
conceive the purpose of this dieputation ; his advice, 
or friendsh^ they neither wanted nor accepted; if 
he ventured to predict th-e event of the present cpn- 
test, they had $p reliance on his sagacity; if he 
commandeiias a mgnarch^they vr^i!)^ ^tmng^W tp 
Vol.. L E hi^ 
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bis authority ; if he threatened as an eneiHy^ they 
defied his poiver. 

Gbidd. Th£ deputies thus unsnccessftil in their first at- 
tempt^ addressed themselves in the next place to 
Dermod. They called upon him, in the name of 
their master^ to detach himself from (be strangers^ 
to unite with his countrymen^ and acknowledge his 
allegiance to the king of Ckmnaught. On this con- 
dition they assured him that he should be established 
in his rights ; that his sovereign v^as even ready to 
di^fend him against the danger of his present unna* 
tural alliance r that the Bntons meant but to im- 
prove the pretence which he had precipitately af- 
forded them^ to establish a permanent and powerfiil 
i^tlement in Leinster ; to strengthen themselves gra- 
dii&Uy by a succession of new adventurers^ so as to 
drive him from his territories, to reduce the whole 
province to a state of slavish dependence^ aind pos- 
sibly to extend their power yet further : that his in- 
terest and his honor, the duty which he owed to 
himself, to his sovereign, and to his country, ob- 
liged him to turn his arms against the common ene- 
my, and to drive away these insidious invaders. 
Should he prove insensible to every just and gene- 
rous motive^ the monarch of Ireland was at hand, 
ready to chastise such treason, nor should his foreign- 
ers defend him agaitist the just resentments of liis 
c^ountrymen. 

thid. Dermod, who had learned resolution from his 

allies, received these propositions with the most 
itisolent disdain. The deputies returned, and Ro- 
deric prepared for battle as his last resource, which 
was now expected, on both sides, not without the 
Utmost anxiety for the event. It was usual for the 
Irish chieftains to harangue their forces before an 
Engagement: and now when the onset was immedi- 
ately expected, the leaders on each side strove to 
animate their troops by such arguments and motives 
as their cause afforded. We are told that Roderic 
Ubotire^ to paint the iniquities of Dermod in the 

most 
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/nost odious coloiursj.inv^g'hqd against his foraiear 
tyranny, his present mialice^ liis infamous connexion 
^ith foreigners^ and the injustice and danger of 
their attempt to gain a settleinent in Ireland ; ejxr 
couraging his troops to display^ their native pourage^ 
that posterity might be instructed hy their example^ 
and roving adventurers for ever deterred from the 
like injurious attempts against their country. Deri* 
mod ofi his part y^s equally industrious to possess 
bis people with th^ most unfavourable sentiments 
of Roderic^ whom he represented as the ambitious 
and oppressive invader ot his province. He himself, 
he observed^ had taken arms merely in defence of 
his own rights and those of his subjects^ and rely? 
ing on their well approved valour^ he despised t])6 
numbers of his invader ; while Fitz-Stephen cpi^r 
tented ^limseif with representing to his coijiitrymen, 
that they were engaged in an honourable cause, that 
of supporting an injured prince, their friend and 
benefactor, who had given them valuable settle? 
ments, when distressed and neglected in their own 
oountry ; and that their arms might open a ^ay to 
acquisitk>ns still more valuable and extensive, if they 
now exerted that valour which became their descent^ 
and which had ever been the ^lory of Britons. 

Put in the midst of all this agitation^ while the Qlr^Ic]. 
armies seemed on the point of a desperate encount* 
er, the timid policy of Roderic was still predomir 
naht. One vigorous effort to crush these foreigner^j 
in the infancy of their enterprize, might have cour 
founded all their expectations, deterred their couur 
trymen from any lite attempts, and pvevented the 
momentous eonsequeqoes of thisapparently insigni- 
ficant invasion. The future fate of Ireland hung 
on this critical moment : and it was at once decid- 
ed : for. Roderic listened to the suggestions of his 
4Dlergy^ and rather than hazard an eiigagement, con- 
sented to treat wiith 9, prince whose perfidy he had 
already experienced. His deputies were once more 
«ent to Dermod^ Oiffered their propositions with leiis 

arrogance. 
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AYfdgfettcfe, litid Vrcr6 heard with gf^nter tempe«», 
The tlfe^6ciation W^s prbtractc^ for a time, biit> by 
the industry bf the ag^ents, and the mediation of 
the clergy, at. length -finalty conchided. Dermod 
WAis allowied to prop^d in tlie rednction of JLeinster 
Withotit atiy opposition from Ro^crie or bin vassals. 
Oifi his part he engaged to acknowledge the suprc^ 
Tiiiaey of Roderic, and to pay him »uch eerviee as 
1fnonarchi& of Ireland had usually datmed from infe- 
rior princes. As a surety for the faithful perform^ 
ance of this article, bis favourite son Mras delivered 
ps ati hoj^age to the kingof Coonatight. But in of- 
Her to heal the v(^ouiids of civil discord, and io es- 
tablish the present accommodation on the fiitnest 
basis, Roderic obliged himself to give his daughter 
in , marriage to this youth, as soon as Leinster should 
he reduced, and the general peace of the island ef- 
fectually restored. By a secret article Derrpod eii- 
gaj^ed to dismiss the British forces immediately af- 
ter the settlement of his province^ and in t^e mean 
time not to bring over any further reiniforcementfe 
from England. He a/\ as bound by the most solemn 
oaths toUhe due observance of this treaty, which 
he determined to observe no lopger than necessity oir 
convenience might oblige him. And now Roderic 
ilrew ofF his army, le(i\ ing the prince of Leinster 
with his Britons at full liberty to extend their eon- 
quests unmolested. 

Pitz-Stephen on his part was in the first place 
?inxious to secure the possessions ho had alreapy ac- 
quired : and jnstly dreading the instability of the 
rtien of Wexfot-d, determined to build a fort to keep 
tiiem in perpetual awe. He chose for his situation 
a place called Carrig, about two miles distant from 
the town, defended on two sides by a precipice, and 
on the others by a deep navigable riv«r. Dermod 
in the mean time boiling with revenge, and impati- 
ent to take the advantage of his returning fortutie, 
and to wreak his mfdice upon all his formei* ene- 
mies, now marked out Diiblm a$ the scene of hoirti^ 

• ities 
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lities. Tfais city wis Inhabited ^nci|Mdy[y by <M« 
men, whom the convsniencdof commerce had in- 
vited thiiher» and who, as the power of the prince 
of Leinstier prevailed or de^ltiiieu, either UVcd under 
hiA doininioti, or asserted theie inilependeilee. The 
jfetttier of Dermod had «k> provoked them by severity 
and tyiranny> that when )fe ventured withid- their 
waits they U««i^eronsiy tnurdelred, hitti and> to el^ 
press tke j^^aterabfaorrenise atid contempt^ intenred 
his body with the carcass of a do^. : Thts iahumati * 
outrage tras followed by a revolt, and ever ante the 
fiFstmisfortunes of Dennod tiiey had acknowledged 
no other lord but their own Danish govemor 
calVed Hesculph Mac-ToocaL Dermod Sad now 
pospes: to execute bis reireoffe for the mnxder of ,^s 
fiither^ and to punish their defiance of his own an^ 
thority. L^eavin^ FitztStephen .4nd hm party t^ 
coqiplete tbeir wodci^ he ied his Irish, togcllm^ 
with the rest of his British fovces under tbe <;om> 
mand of Pitz-Gerald, into the territories of Dub- 
lin, where heispread fire and slaii^hter W^ji the most 
nnrdenting fury. The improvident citizens, terrir 
fied at the severity of this exercution, which they 
were utterly unprepared to opfKoae, had no other 
part to take but that of d<^precating the resentment 
of their invader. They consented to lay dowii their 
arms, and return to their allegiance. Arid Fiti:* 
Gerald himself, affected by their submission^ be* 
catne intercessor with the prince of Leinsfc^r, wJbo 
for the present was sufficiently gratified by this their 
abasement, admitted them to iSke the oatns of fide- 
lity, and received their hostages, leaving their form- 
er govc^mor still to command ^e city m his name, 
and as h^B vassal. . 

WmvR Dermod wal^ employed in this expedi^ 
tion^ a triviti incident served to discover his impla^ 
cable aversion tp Roderic, and his impatience t0 
breslk through his Jiate engagements. A short timeOiraUL 
before dtie arrival of the British* troops^ Dcaiald^Pj^- 
O'Brien hiM)> cm the deadi of his father^ assumed j^i^f' 
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die government of Thomond in which he was con- 
firmed by the authority of Roderic^ with whom he 
remained in strict connexion^ attending him in all 
his expeditions^ till the restoration of Permod^ the 
fiime of his foreign auxiliaries, and above all the 
Izie inglorious conduct of his sovereign determined 
him to revolt ; and entering into an alliance with 
the prince of Leinster^ which was cemented by the 
marriage of one of his daughters, he bad defiance 
to the power of Connaught. Roderic endeavoured 
to reduce this rebellious vassal, who sought, and in* 
«tantly obtained assistance from his new ally. Der- 
mod, on the first notice of his danger, was impati^ 
ent to inJsult the pride of Roderic, and to resist that 
(sovereign authonty which he was but now sworn to 
OiriJd. support. He dispatched an emissary to Fitz-Stephen^ 
earnestly requesting him to march to the assistance 
of his son-in-law.* The British chief readily obeyed: 
and Roderic, alarmed at the intelligence of a reiur 
forcement, whose numbers were industriously magr 
. nified, had the mortification to find it necessary tp 
retire, leaving his enemies to triumph over his dis-^ 
appointment and disgrace. 

Thus we find the first British adventurers sue* 
cessiul in their attempts to reinstate the Irish chiefs 
tain, in whose service they had engaged, peaceably 
9ettled in his province, left to secure and eigoy the 
possessions he bad bestowed, and still ready to esr 
pouse his quarrels. This, which is sometimes rcr 
presented as an astonishing instance of British prowess 
and Irish weakness, appeai:3> when fairly examined, 
neither wonderful nor extraordinary. To affirm 
.that the followers of Fitz-Stephen and Fitz-Qe^al^ 
composed a force .which nothing in Ireland w^n able 
to widistand,is to account for their succei^ in suc}^ 
a manner as bespeaks an, easy and pliant belief, b^ 
does no honor to the valour and abilities of these 
gallant knights. The truth ia> they were withstood 
by those immediately affected by their invasion, with 
all the spirit of undisciplined and undirected valonr^ 

and 
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and where the numbers on eaeh side were nearly 
equals the Irish brought both their courage and con- 
duct to a severe trial. The power of, the nation 
they did not contend with ; $nd however we may 
conceive or speak of Ireland as one collected state, 
the Irish of these days had but faint ideas of a nati- 
onal cause or a national force. Their tribes were- ^ 
each zealoua for their own interest or the honour of 
their own arms ; but little concerned about the for- 
tune of a distant province^ and little affected by the 
disgrace or defeat of any chieftain but their own. 
They followed Roderic because they recognized his 
authority, or feared his power/not to repel an in- 
vasion of Ireland; but to reduce his disobedient vas- 
sal: and when this was effected, either by arms or 
negociation, they were not at all concerned about 
the administration of that vassal's province or any . 
dispositions of his territory. The settlement of a j 
Welsh colony in Leinster was an incident neither 1 
interesting nor alarming to any, except perhaps a | 
few of most reflection and discernment. Even the | 
Irish annalists speak with a careless indifference of; 
this event, while they dwell upon the provincial 
wars and contests subsisting in other quarters of the 
island, and even upon the insignificant affairs of their 
church, as obiects much more important. Had these 
first adventurers conceived that they had notliing 
more to do but to marck through the land, and ter- 
rify a whole nation of timid savages by the glitter 
'of their armour, they must have speedily experienc- 
ed the effect of such romantic madness. But their 
valour was happily directed by prudence and circum; 
spection, and hence they gradually prevailed ov^i 
their enemies, no less brave, but unexperienced, im- ) 
provident, and disunited. 
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Hearmcd d^res to the monarchy cf Ireland. • • • « Encouraged 
hy theBritisk leaders. . .Again applies to the Earl qfChtp- 
stfns)., .whpis discouraged by Menry. .prepares for an cspe- 
4Hion into Ireland. . .Arrival of Raymond le Gross. , . His 
victory.^ .cruel execution of his prisoners.* .Landing of 
earl Richard. . . Siege of Waterford. .3Iarriageofthje earL 
• .March to Dublin.^ .Roderic takes arms* .skirmishes^ and 
retires.. .Dublin stormed in the midst of a treaty... 

. Escape of Hesculph. . • . Lnasion of Meath. . . . Embassy 
of Roderic. .Cruel execution of the L^inster hostages.. . 

\ Synod convened at Armagh. . .Henry alarmed at the pro^ 
gress of Strongbow.. .His proclamation.. .Raymond dis- 

[ patched to the king. . . Death ofDermod. . • its consequefjcts. 
^Britons deserted, .distressed.. .Defeat and death ofHes* 
culph. . .Zealand vigour of archbishop Laurence. . . Dublin 
invested by the Irish confederates. . . Fitz- Stephen besieged at 
, Carrig.. .Strongbow treats with Roderic. » . Terms of capi- 
tulation proposed. . .Desperate effort of the Britons.. .Re- 
treat of the confederates. .Ittz- Stephen deceived, .surrenders. 
Cruelty of his enemies. . . Strongbow marches to TVejford. . . 
Is attackedat Hi-drone. • • Desists from his attempt to reliete 
Fitz- Stephen.. .Goes to Waterford.. .Meditates an itrca- 
sion of Ossory. . . Generosity of Pendergast. . . Strongbow 
exercises a royal sovereignty inLeinster. • .Is summoned to 

' appear bejbre king Henry. . .Is reconciled to the king. . . 
Preparations for his invasion. . . Defeat of O'Ruarc. . . De^ 
futation of the Wexfordians . .artfully received by Henry ^ 

DeRMOD, now established in the full and peace- 
able possession of his province^ and acknowfcdged 
and obeyed as the rightful prince of Leinster, 
?^^^' could plead no just pretence for employing his 
•*°^ * British auxiliaries any longer. But success en* 
Iftrged his views^ and enflamed his passions: and 

the 



r the abaiidoiied l«i|^itiye, suddenly t^toHteA to hii? 9^ftt« 
and power^ burning with revenge^ and intoxicated 
by ambition^ determined to contend Mrith Hoderic 
for the monarchy of Ireland. 

He communicated his bold desi^ to the firitishOinld. 
leaders^ on whose attachment he justly placed his^*"^ 
chief reliance* He told them that his ancirat 
rights had not yet been completely recovered ; that 
the dominian of Connaught, a rich and exterlsive 
province^ which would aflbrd the amplest and most 
honorable settlements to bis adherents^ had been 
formerly wrested from his family, and was now 
usurped by his mortal ejiemy ; * he labour^^d td 
possess th^fu with magnificent expectations, if they 
would assist him in asserting all his claims ! and h« 
addressed himself to those who were desirous to 
engage him in such pursuits. They .commetided 
the design he had conceived, and applauded hitf 
generous spirit; but as the attempt was ardnous;^ 
as he must support a contest with superior nam-* 
hers, and warUke ehiet^ins, and as his British foreesj 
however distinguished by discipline and valonr, wera 
yet t90 few to engage in an extensive enlerprize^ 
they advked him for the present to concealr lik in-^ 
feniions^ till he could obtain more powerful rein- 
forcements from England ; which they pressed him 
to solicit by every possible means, as his sure sffpport , 

agaiEst the boldest opposition of bis enemies Der-^ 
mod, 1^11 more enflamed by this encouragement, 
pathetically entreated Pitz-Stephen and Fitz-Gerald 
to employ their ififluence in gaining an additional 
number of British forces. He repotted and en^ 
forced his solieitationisr, he lavished his promises, and^ 
even offered his daughter in marriage to each sue-* 
cesaively^ without tli^ least regard to his former en« 
gagement. But these lords, who were already ttiar-> 
ri^^ saxA possibly had alr^Miy brought all the forces 
they could command^ advise^ him to apply cmce 
more to the eaii of Chepstow, who* probably wa9 . 
w^n dispos^^ «nd oeitionly enabled to lead snch au 
Vol. X P ^ army 
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army into Ireland^ as might in the end exalt him ta 
the sovereignty of the whole nation. 
Girald Dermod approved of this advice, and without 
Q'd,mh. further delay oispatcbed his einiBsaries with letters- 
to earl Richard, in which he gently complained 
of his absence, and pressed bim earnestly to the 
long-expected performance of his promise. He 
kad now, he absCTved, by the assistance of those 
friends he had already gained from England, re- 
covered the possession of his own province, and 
wanted but the presence of the earl to reduce hi» 
eoemiea completely, and extend bis sovereignty 
even over the whole island. His other adherents 
had supported the weight of bis distress, and were 
ampty rewarded for their services; he now called 
, on bim to fake the less hazardous and more pleasing- 
part, that of sharing and extending his good for- 
tune r weahb and honor were prepared for him ; 
a beautiful luride and a princely diowry waked his ac^ 
eeptance. , 

IbidS. Kxnt Richard bad beard of the successes of his 

countrymen, a^d readily determined to obey this^ 
invitation. Neglected by his prince, oppressed by 
his necessities, and flattered by the prospect of va- 
luable acqui^tioqns in Irieland, be instantr^ repaired 
to king Henry, represented bis distress, and en- 
. Seated the royal fevor to re-instate him in his for- 

mer affluence,, at least to permit him to conrt the 
Ketum of fortune, by hazaraing Iris life m the ser- 
vice of the prince of Leinster. Henry, who by 
no means wisiied that his subjects should make toa 
considerable a progress in Ireland, mnch less that 
the reduction of this country should be gradually ef- 
fected, without his interposition, was not desirous 
that the present British adventurers should gain any 
additional reinforcements : yet, without disavowing 
his former general licence, or directly forbidding 
the earl to pursue his intended enterprise, he at first 
detained him J>y various pretences, without any ex- 
plicit answer to his petition. When his instances 
irere renewed^ h^^ffected to commend his martial 

spirit. 
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^ spirit^ but treated his scheme of an adyeature mt# 
Ireland with eontemptand ridicule. Richard was stiU 
importunate ; 'till the king paBsionately commanded 
him to begone^ with some equivocal expressions 
which might be understood as an assent to his re- 
iquest* The earl determined to understand his lie^e* 
lord in this manner^ departed^ and prepared for his 
expedition with all imaginabie vigour. 

It was now winter^ when no embai4caJtion couM be 
aafely naade. But he employed this interval so dili- 
gently and effectuaUy^ that in the ensuing spring his 
preparations were complck^e ; and his domestic fri^fid^ 
Raymond Le Gross^ the near kinsman of Pitz-^*'*^^ 
Steph^i and Fitz-Gerakl, first embarked with ten * ' 
• knights Bjxi seventy archers as an advanced guards 
With .these came Hervey of Mountmorres, who 
had returned to Wales, probably to confer with eart 
Richard^ and was now attended into Ireland by a 
small train. This little company l^ndedy in the 
month of May, at a place called by the old histo;* 
rians Dondooolf, near Waterford ; and for their 
immediate security ^ast up an intrenchmeat, and 
raised a temporary fort Nor was thf^ precaution 
useless; for this new debarkation, which was justly ^^- 
attributed to the practices of Dermod, seemed so^ ^^* 
flagrant a violation of his treaty, and indicated so 
confirmed a resolution in Ais chieftain to over-run 
his country with foreigners, that the inhabitants of 
Waterford, and those of Decies instantly formed 
a tumultuary troop, and m£(.rched to expel these 
invaders. The Britons preoared to nieet them ; but, 
when they had surveyed tneir formidable superio* 
rity of numbers, retired to their fort. The Irish 
pressed closely upon them, and some were even 
within their gates, when Raymond boldly assailed 
and slew their leader. His associates were animated 
by this example ; the enemy retired, and stood . ' 
suspended. Fortunately the Britons had collected 
from the adjacent country a numerous herd of - 
cattle for their subsistence; and these Jlaymond^Vf 

" ordered 
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f^deved to foe driven with ail possible furj against 
the enemy. The blasts rushed fi>rward with irresis^ 
tible violence, and cast the astonished Irish into thd 
utmost ponfiMsaon. The invaders seized the favour^ 
able moment, marched out against their disordered 
numbers^ gained an immediate victory, pursued^ 
Vith considerable slaughter, and as they were too 
few to make any great number of prisoners, precis 
pitated the flying enemy into the »ea with an hard^ 
Git^W. ^^^ indifference. They returned, however, to the 
^IfA^' fort with seventy captives^ all principal citizens of 
Waterford, who offered large sums for tbejr ransomj 
find even promised that the city should be surren- 
dered, as the purchase of thw liberty, If we are 
to believe Cambrensis, Raymond was disposed to 
accept their offer. , He pleaded that thev had 
fought in a fair and honorable oause^ the defence 
•f thoir territory, and therefofe were to be treated 
fn their distress with courtesy and pity. Heryey oU 
the other hand represented the danger of strength- 
ening their enemies already too powerful, the neces* 
sity of striking teiror into the inhabitants, and tj^eir 
aversion to. the Br4tons, to whom they never 
would submit, til) broken by rigour and »everity. 
Unhappily this cruel policy prevailed, and the glory 
of their extraordinary success was sullied by tm 
execution of these wretched captives. An act of de- 
liberate barbarity, it might be supposed, would hav^ 
provoked tlie Irish tp a severe revenge ; Init whether 
they were uninformed of the fate of their Qountfy- 
men> or intimidated, they suffered these merciless 
invaders to maintain their station unmolested^ and 
wait for the arrival of their associates. 

Anb now earl Richard, more generally known 

- by the ni^me of Strongbow, from his extraordinary 

feats of archery^^led his vassals through Wales, enr 

•ul. Nea- leased them by new adventurers from this warlike 

^* I50iintry, and was on the point of embarking^, whe» 

he wi^ suiprised by a positive command from 

Jle^ry I© desist frc^m liis ii^tended enterprise, on 
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pftin of forfeiture of his lands and honors, fts a rebel 
against -his sovereign. He had proceeded too far, 
and dwelt too long upon the thoughts of acquir* 
ing extensive and valuable possessions in Ireland; 
to acquiesce in this mortifying prohibition. He 
either aftected lo doubt of the authority by which 
the mandate was delivered, or ventured openly to 
renounce it. He hoped to render himself indepen- 
dent of the king, or at least to find some m^ans 
of deprecating nis resentment. He set sail fromCKrald, 
Milford, in the month of August, and on the eve^anib, 
of the feast of St Bartholomew landed at Water- 
ford, with two hundred knights, and about twelve 
hundred infantry, all chosen and well-appointed sol- 
diers. These were instantly joined by PUiymond and 
his party, and the yevy next morning th^y marched 
in military array to attack the city. 

Waterford^ which was inhabited principally byRfgM, 
Ostmen, and govemedl by two Danish lords, had,^!^"^^ 
on the first alarm of this invasion, received conside- *"* 
rahle reinforeenients from the neighbouring chief- 
tains, and prepared for a vigorous defence. The 
Britons were beaten off, returned to the assault, and 
were again forced to retire ; when Raymond, per*- 
ceiving in the eastern angle a small house of timber 
projecting beyond the walls, and supported on the . 
outside by posts^ prevailed on his countrymen to 
make a thiwl attempt, and to bend the force of 
their assaiiit against this very quarter. Thev began 
with hewing down the posts ; the house fell, and 
drew with it such a portion of the walls as made s^ 
breach sufficiently practicable. The besiegers i-ush-*^ 
ed in, and bearing dowp all opposition, were soon 
lefl at liberty to glut their vengeance upon those 
who had presumed to make a brave defence against 
the nnprovoked iAvaders of their lives and proper- 
ties. The whole city was made a scene of pco^ 
miscuous carnage, without mercy or distinction. 
Regiahald, one of the Danish governors, and A^ 4 
t^'Paolan, prince of Dcctes, with his son, were Mag:. 
9f^edl, an4 just on tl^e point of being made victims ^^8. 

W 
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to the insolent croelty of the conquerors, when the 
sudden arrival of Dermod and his troop put an end 
to the slaughter Even this cruel chieftain had now 
«Krali *^^ merit of interposing, to prevent the deliberate 
rifl^ ^i butchery of his countrymen. He embraced his 
new associates, an^ presented his daughter Eva to 
her intended spouse. When the clamour of war 
had been silenced, and the peace of the city re'esta-^ 
blished, he insisted, with an ostentatioaof good faith 
and gratitude, that her maniage w ith ean- Strong- 
bow should be immediately solemnized. Their 
hands being joined, and the nuptials celebrated, 
Dermod and his confederates proceed to settle their 
military operations, and leaving a garrison at Wa- 
terford, bend their course towards Dublin. 

The men of Dublin had probably discovered 
8ome recent disaffection to the king of Leinster, 
which his old.resentments might have magnified into 
an avowed rebellion. In accepting their late sub*- 
toiission he had but suspended lus revenue ; and now 
when strengthened by so powerful a reinforcement^ 
he resolved to punish their real or pretended revolt, 
as the fairest pretence for employing and displaying 
fais new forces, so as to strike general terror, and 
at the same time to lead them on gradually into the 
territories of his enemies. Roderic in the mean 
time, who had but too just reasons to consider the late 
treaty as totally dissolved, and whose interest and 
reputation, the surest basis of his sovereigpn dignity, 
called him forth to check the progress of these 
foreigners, once more took the field, and joined by 
Anm the forces of O'Ruarc and O'Carrol prince of Arr 
4 Mag. gial, marched to Clandalkan, a few miles southward 
MSS. Qf tii^ city, as if determined to give battle to the 
j^gg/*^' confederates of Leinster, His numbers are rated 
by those whom we may reasonably suspect of mag- 
nifying them, at thirty thousand men. But though 
It^ui. this account be evidently incredible, yet were 
they much superior to those he was to encoun- 
%eT. ► But the Britons, who had by this time learn-* 

ed 
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ed to despise the numbers of their Irish enemies, 
continued their march, and advanced resolutelv 
upon Roderic. Milo de Cogan, a brave Englisb 
knight, led the vanguard, composed of seven 
hundr^ British forces, and an Irish battalion 
commanfled hy Donald, that son of Dermod who 
served with such vigour in all his father's wars. The 
main body was formed of eight hundred British, 
commanded by Raymond Le Gross, and the chief 
part of the Irish troops led by the king of Leinsten 
Earl Stron^bow followed in the rear with three hun- 
dred English and one thousand Irish forces. This 
regular disposition of a disciplined and weIl-apjK)int- 
ed army formed a new and terrible spectacle to the 
tumultuous numbers of Roderic. Instead of com- 
ing to a re^ilar engagement, they were contented ^ 
with skirmishing for tliree days with the confede^ MSsf * 
rate$ ; and then as if the services due to their so- 
vereign were thus completely performed, they ob- 
liged him to dismiss them, and to retire into his 
own }wrovincc, leaving the Ostmen of Dublin to sus- 
tain the whole fury of their besiegers. 

These citizens, in the utmost consternation at 
the flight of Roderic, utterty unable to defend them- 
selves against their implacable enemy, and still fur- 
ther confounded and distressed by an accidental fire^, 
which had destroyed one of their principal, gates, re- ^^ 
solved, as their last resource, to avert the danger by mss|^* 
a treaty. Their deputation, led by Laurence their GirakL 
archbishop, a prelate highly reverenced for the dig- Camb. 
nity of his birth, as well as his exalted piety, re- 
paired to Dermod, and laboured to allay his resent- 
ment. In the name of his fellow-citizens Laurence 
expressed tjie utmost penitence for all past pffences 
against their prince, promising for the future to ad- R^fiw* 
here to his interests with the sincerest and most 
scrupulous allegiance: for which thirty hostages 
were offered as a surety. Dermod was intractable ; 
and though the respect due to the character of this 
prelate did not permit him to avow his bloody in- 

tentions^ 
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tentions^ yet difficulties and objections were r^^eat- 
edly started to give some colour to his obstinate re- 
jection of every overture. In the midst of these de- 
lays^ honor and good faith proved liut a weak re«- 
straint against the fiery spirits of the Britons. Thehr 
younger and more adventurous commanders^ pre- 
tending that the term of parly was expired, led 
their forces to the walls, and gave the assault, which 
the citizens neither expected nor were prepared to 
repel. Their streets were soon filled with slaHghter : 
numbers plunged into the river, to escape th^ inry 
of their pursuers, and were drowned. A consider- 
able body of the inhabitants, however, with Hcs- 
culph their governor, had the good fortune to gain 
some vessels lying at anchor in the harbour, which 
conveyed them with their more valuable effects to 
the northern islands. 

EAaL Strongbow, now invested with the lord^. 
ship of Dublin, appointed Milo de Co^n his go- 
vernor ; and proceeding directly with I)ermod to 
the territories of Meath, over-ran the country, burn- 
ing^ and slaughtering with the most unrelenting fury, 
Tne prince of this district had some time since been 
murdered by one of his kinsmen, who assumed his 
^"J- state and dignity. Roderic determining to punish 
MSsf ^^^^ outrage, m»t;hed into Meath, and expelled 
the usurper. He in revenge joined with the king of 
Leinster and his British allies, who thus had a plau- 
sible preitence for invading Meath in support of 
their new confederate. Roderic, on the othei' band^ 
who had bestowed the eastern part of Meath oa 
O'Ruarc, and reserved the western to himself, was 
bound to support his own arrangements ; nor could 
he look i^n the progress of the Leinster forces 
without' the most serious apprehensions for bis own 

Srovince, where the dissensions of his people^ and 
le ambition and turbulence of his sons were raising, 
the flame of civil war, while a powerful foreign, 
enemy advanced fast upon his borders. But as he 
was not strong enough to take the field, his depu- 
ties were sent to Dermod, who in the name of their 

monarch 
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monarch isommanded him to retir^^ ite iras told^ 
that y^hile he Confined himself to the recovery of his 
dwn dominions he had not been opposed ; but now^ . 
when contrary to his solemn engagements he had 
invited over new troops of foreigri^s, and employ* 
ed them in the most cruel hostilities against his'un- 
ofTetiding neighbours, it became the monarch of 
Ireland to remind him of his duty ; which if he 
continued to violate^ his son was in the. hftnds of 
Rod^ric dnd his life must atiswer for the perfidy 
and cruelty of his &.ther. But natural affection had 
but little phtce in the breast of Dermod. His reply 
was full of insolence and disdain. He defied the Oirald. 
power df Roderic, and renounced his authority; Camb, 
expi'essed the most careless indifference at the fate 
of his son^ and the utmost ^corn of the man who 
pi'esumed to dictate to his anhs^ and prescribe bounds 
to his excursions^ openly avowing his pretensioqs 
to the dominion of Connaught, which he was de- 
termined to assert ; that he claimed pot Leinster on- 
ly but all Ireland ;*lfor should he lay down his arms 
till that kingdom Universally acknowledged his ju- 
risdiction. 

This imperious answer was received with the 
vexation of impotent dignity insulted und contema- 
ed ; and the unhappy youth his hostage felt the Ann. 
vengeance which he could not point against its^pro-^^«C- * 
per object; his head was instantly cut off The^^®*. 
Irish annalists speak in such terms of this hostage, 
the noblest and most amiable youth of Leinster^ (so 
they call him) as plainly shew their detestation of 
this brutal cruelty of Roderic. They add, that on 
this opcasion he also put to death a son of the gal- 
lant Donald Kevatlaghj and one scarcely less dear 
to him^ the son of his fosterer, both of whom had 
been his hostages. 

EvERV day were now sprend through the island 
fearful accounts of the power, progress and devas- 
tatioDS of these foreigners, the depopulation of whole 
di^icts, the miseries of the inhabitants, ravages, 
massucres, aikI all the afS^cting incidents of war, 

Viw-. I. G ^ temble- 
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terrible iii themselves, a¥id ma^ified by report. 
Girald.t. The people were in dismay; their monarch had 
Camb. ishrunK from the danger ignobly: they who were 
most exposed or threatened, when all human aid 
seemed desperate, turned their thoughts to hearen, 
and besought the clergy to devise some means for 
deprecating the divine wrath, which had thus visited 
their nation. The clergy, scarcely more enlightened 
than their ignorant flocl^ had mrmed some crude 
notions of the miraculous interpositions of Provi- 
dence, and concluded that the present calamity must 
be the consequence of such mterposrtion, and or- 
dained as a punishment of some particular c^ence. 
The laity were corrupt aild vicious, and the clergy 
shared deejrfy in the vices of the time. Yet, ut- 
terly at a loss to conceive what this particular offence 
might be, which had brought down such an heavy 
judgment upon their land, they convened a formal 
synod at Armagh, to enquire into this interesting 
point, as if tbey^were to be favoui'ed with some ex- 
traordinary communications of the divine witU 
After a long and grave debate, it was suggested,' and 
unanimously agreed by the synod, that the real 
cause of the divine disjpleasure, which Ireland now 
experienced, could be no other than their unchristian 
practice of purchasing and selling Englishmen a» 
slaves, an iniquity which the Almighty seemed now 
to punish by English invaders, who threatened to 
reduce all Ireland to slavery. By the spiritual autho- 
rity of the synod it was ordained, that every English 
1)ondsinan should be immediately set at liberty. 
Whatever was the case in the Saxon times, their 
numbers at this period were probably not so consi- 
derable, nor the tmffic general. Yet this solemn de- 
termination seiTed to raise the people firom their de- 
jection, as they superstitlously conceived that they 
had now discovered and rwnoved the latent cause of 
their calamity, 
Ann. And in effect their affairs now assumed a more 

4 Mag; favourable aspect. Dermod, elated by his successfiil 
MSS. progress in Meath^ insolently ventured with a detach- 
ment 
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ment of bis forces to pursue his enemy O'Ruarc in- 
to his territory of Breffney ; where he was twice de- 
feated, arid obliged to consult his safety by a pre- 
cipitate retreat. But, what was of more consequence, 
the fame of the exploits and success of earl Strong- 
bow had spread through England, and was convey- 
ed to king Henry. He learned that his subjects in 
Ifbland had made a progress $o rapid and so exten- 
sive, as seenjed to promise a speedy reduction of thie 
whole island, an atchievement which he reserved for 
himself Jealous of their success and particularly 
of the growing power of Strongbow, who l)yhis al- 
liances in England^ his acquisitions, and his marri- . 
jage in Ireland, mi^ht be enabled to defy hi^ autho- 
rity, and soon obtam an independent sovereignty ofGirald. 
formidable extent, he now affected the utmost in-Camb. 
idignation and resentment at those hostilities which 
his liegemen had presumed to cajrry on in Ireland. 
He issued hi? royal edict, strictly prohibiting any 
English vessel from passing into that island with 
men, arms, or provisions ; and commanding 9II his - 
subjects now resident in Ireland, of every order and 
degree, to return to their native country before the 
ensuing feast of faster, on pain of forfeiting thejr 
lands, and bein^ declared traitors, 

Nothing could be devised more distressing to 
the British adventurers than tJiis severe and peremp^ 
tory edict of their sovereign. They were cut off 
from all supplies in the midst of enraged enemies, 
and in danger of being forsaken by those who ha(i 
attached themselves to their success. The faifost 
hopes they could entertaiii, if the l^ing should proi^a 
implacable, were those of securing their retreat and 
retiring at the time prescribed, abandoning their 
liew-acquired possessions, and loaded wjth disap- 
pointment and disgrace. Strongbow maturely re- 
volved the danger, q.nd the means of averting it. 
Well-acquainted with the character of Henry, and Il^yi. 
no stranger to the real c£^use of his prasent rcsentr 
ment, he determined to send Raymond Le Gross, 
pq whose prudence ancj fidelity he ha^ the utmost 

peliance 
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reliance, with letters to the king now residing in Acr 
quitain. With the most humble and duttfnl ex- 
pressions of loyalty, he entreated that his royal mas- 
ter would be pleased to allow him to give a favouf- 
fible interpretation of ^is conduct, without listening 
to the envious representations of his enemies. He 
had engaged, he said, in the service of the priijce 
of Leinster, his vassal, by his royal licence as he 
ponceived, and for the sole purpose of advancing his 
' interests ; he an^ his fellow-loldiers were fightings 
pnly for their sovereign, to reduce the stubborn 
spirits of the Irish to his obedience : whatever they 
bad gained was gained for Kim, and should remain 
at his disposal as the natural and rightful lord of the 

E resent posse$sors, whose lives and fortunes were at 
is devotion, and who were still ready to obey hisi 
royal mandate, if this should be deeitied necessary 
to the interests of the throne. 
CHrald. RAY»iOND proceeded to execute his commission, 
Q»nt4|t. luid was l^eceived by Henry with the severe dignity 
of an offended monarch, not displeased with his re-? 
presentations, but not yet disposed to give him aq 
explicit, much les^ a favourable, answer. Prom day 
to day Raymond attended on the court, while the 
|lfiairs of his associates bepame every day more dis- 
tressful and alarming. In this juncture of expecta- 
tion and anxiety, intellig;ence is received of thei death 
of Becket. The king i$ thrown intp the utmost 
consternation, and has neither leisure nor inclination 
to attenfl to the less interesting afllairs of Ireland. 
Here the a4yenturers, left to tneir diffipulties and 
i|,pprehensions, ?ire nJarrn^d by another iticident par- 
ticularly inconvenient \n their present situation, the 
Ann. death pf their ally Derrnod. The Irish annalists, by 
4 Maj. their account of this event, plainly shew tlieir de- 
5*^^-.,, testatiop of the maTl, who, as they e?:press it, first 
iW^ shook the foimdations pf bis country. They repre- 
p^nt his death as the miraculous effect of divine 
wrath peured ^pon hjs guilty head, at the interces- 
eipn of every Irish saint. His disease, fhey say, was 
fitrano'e and tremendous, £^nd rendered him ?tn odious 
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and oflfensire spectacle of miseiy ; that he was dc- 
serted in his extremity by eyery friend, and expired 
without any spiritual comforts, in a fetate of horrid 
impenitence. 

The death of the prince of Leinster was immer 
djiatelv succeeded by an almost total defection of the 
Irisfctfrom Earl Strongbow and his associates. Donald Regam 
Kevanag^h, and one or two other petty chiefs, were 
the only natives who still adhet*ed to them, or on 
whose services they could rely in this state of their 
distress, when they were abandoned by their king; 
deprived of all supplies, and threqitened by the storn^ 
now collecting round them. 

And scarcely had they tinje to concert any mea-Oirald. 
8ures of defence, when Hesculph, who had lately Camb, 
escaped from Dublin, once more appeared at ^cir6ug ^"' 
gates at the head of a considerable force, consisting 
of troops collected in the northern islands, armed in 
the Danish manner, and in numbers superior to 
the garrison. The Dane had landed his men ^yith-' 
out opposition, and bent the force of his assault 
against the eastern quarter of the city with the spirit 
or a man determined to retrieve his owq honor, 
and to regain the seat of his countrymen and ances- 
tors. Strongbow had been called awpy to Water- 
ford. Milb de Cogan, who commanded in his ab- 
sence, supported the attack with becoming bravery^ 
and maintained a violent and bloody contest at the 
eastern gate, till the numbers and obstinate v^Jour 
of the besiegers threatened to bear down all oppoT 
sition. In the very moment when he was on the 
point of yielding, his brother Richard issued fron^ 
the southern quarter with a sselect party, arrived at 
the field of battle, and charged the enemy in the 
rear, who^ in the first violent surprize of inexperi- 
enced troops imagfined that the garrison had re- 
ceived some powerfiil reinforcement. Their terror 
and confusion encreased every moment, while their 
assailants on the otlier hand redoubled their eflTorfs, 
till the disorder of the besiegors at length ended it^ 
' ' a pre- 
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fi precipitate flight. The conquerors were now join- 
ed by a neighbouring Irish chieftain whose assist- 
ance in the engagement they could not venture to 
/ ^accept ; and the routed enemy were pursued to the 

sea with considerable slaughter. Hesculph their gcr 
pfieral was taken prisoner, and led in triumph to Dub- 
lin, where his pride and Violence were insulted by 
the joy expressed at this victory. He insolently ad- 
vised the conquerors to reserve their triumph for 
the final issue of a-war now but commenced. A ne^jr 
and formidable armament was prepared ; and he 
hoped ere long to meet them once more in the 
field, with a force more than sufficient to crush thosp 
' who found it so difficult to sustain his present assault. 

This insolence and vanity were made the pretence 
for destroying a dangerous and incensed enemy witl^- 
out the appearance of premeditated cruelty. Milo 
jieclared that the man who thu^ pr^esumed.in his 
captivity to menace find insult bis conquerors, 
should at least find his own purposes of revenge ef- 
fectually prevented; and orclerecj the Dane to im- 
mediate execution. 
JJfW- ^HE Britons, however, were soon convinced 
ciumb' ^^^^ ^^^^^ captive had but too good reasons for his ar- 
* rog^nt menaces. The period which Henry had as- 
signed for their return was np\y^ elapsed : Raymond 
had been obliged to depart without an explicit an- 
swer, and found earl Strongbow returned to Dub- 
lin in the utipost dejeption^ cut off from all supplies, 
and alreafiy considerably streightened to maintain 
his army. The Jrish chieftains ^ereno strangers to 
his distress. Laurence, archl3ishop of Dublin, whose 
$anctity.of character g^ve weight to his represefnta- 
. tion§, flew from province to province, to every in- 
ferior district, and every chieftain^ entreating, ex- 
horting, and pomipanding them to seize the present 
opportunity, to take arms against a common enemy, 
and to exterminate the dangerous foreigners, now 
^orn out by their distresses, and ready to sink for 
f?ver under the first vigorous assault. Not contented 

with. 
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with raising a spirit of indignation and valotir in hid 
cotintrymen, the politic and indefatigable prelate, 
in conjunction with Roderic, dispatched eniissaries 
to Gothred king of the island of Mann, as well asl 
to other princes of the northern isles^ who made 
thelnost affecting representations of the cruelty and 
ambition of the Britons, whom no bounds couldl 
restrain ; entreating their assistance against an enemy 
who would not confine their injurious attempts to 
Ireland, but extend their usurpations, and at last fell 
with their whole weight on those who now seemed 
most remote from danger. 

In this application for foreign assistance, I^aurence, 
Hke a wise statesman, addressed himself to those who 
had been taught by frequent experience to dread the 
irogress of roving adventurers, who were brave and 
ardy, but by no means so powerful and numerous 
as ever to over-run the country to which they were 
invited. Their fears were so far alarmed, and their 
hopes so flattered by the promises of Roderic, that .... 
these islanders consented to assist their neighbours, 
and soon blocked up the harbour of Dublin with 
thirty ships, while the confederated Irish took their 
several stations at the same time, so as to surrouild Regan, 
the city. Roderic with his provincial troops en-Giraldi 
camped westward, at Castlenock. O'Ruarc and ^^^^ 
O'Carrol placed themselves north of the harbour, 
near Clontarf; * the lord of O'Kenselagh po^stifssed 
the opposite side; while tile prince of Thdindhaf- 
who had deserted his Leinster allies, and again uhit^ 
ed with Roderic, advanced to* Kilmainham, witbltt 
less than a mile from the walls. Even Laureiif*© 
hims^now appeared in antis, and comnfiarided^ht^i 
particular troop, an instance of niartial spirit' ri6t nn-f 

' usual 



* The lord so called wa» jMxibably fhe samqi>vih9'hft4.l)een vested hif 
Roderic with the government of Leinster on Ui^^ficat ^pulsion of' JQer* 
mod ; or the chief who had been elected successor by the Irish, oh the 
death of this prince, in defiance of the pretensions of Strongbow, who 
claimed the sovereignty of this provioct) by virtae of the appoiatmeat of 
W»fatber-iu-)aw. 
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usual t6 the prelates of those days, but not al\rays 
exerted in a cause so honourable As the present. 
Their numbers, which arc variously relaU^, and 
highly exaggerated, were certainly great and furmi- 
d^le ; but instead of forming one body, actuated 
by one spirit, and directed by one absolute oom- 
mander, they were divided into separate and inde- 
pendent armies, commanded by distinct leadern^ 
neither united among themselves, nor implicitly 
obedient to their monarch ; distracted by mutual 
jealousies and rivalries, and each indifferent at least, 
to the intei'est and honour of his associates. When 
the sudden. flame of zeal had once subsided, they 
expected that this handful of foreigners would sub- 
mit without waiting for the assamt; and for two 
whole months contented themselves with investing 
the city, and depriving the besieged of all possibility 
of supplies. 
Bfg^- This inactive conduct however was sufficient to 
C^* reduce earl Strongbow to the utmost difficulties. 
Everv day he became more and more distressed for 
provisions, and his men of consequence grew weak 
and distempered. At the first alarm of danger he 
had sent for succours to Fitz-Stephen, who readily 
supplied him with a small reinforcement ; when the 
men of Wexford, seizing the advantage of Robert's 
weakness, and encouraged by the accounts received 
fjf the distresses of his countrymen, rose suddenly in 
ajrms, and besieged him in the fort of Carrig. And 
now Donald Kevanagh arrived at Dublin, and pass^ 
ing with the utmost difficulty through the quarters 
of the besiegers, brought the, alarming intelligence 
ipi the present danger of Fitz-Stephen, dedhtring^ 
that if not effectually supported within three days^ 
the gallant Briton must fall into the hands of his im- 
placable enemies ; that his wife, the sister of Fitz- 
Gerald, and all her children were involved in his dis- 
tress, and implored relief from that merciless and bru- 
tal violence if^hich threatened them. 

Oppressed 



QppRiissBD- ^ith these liccuniulated mis^D^unefl^ 
earl Stroiigbow summoned a council of war to deli- 
berate on tiie measures necessary to be taken in this 
desperate emergency. It was readily determiued> 
as the most obvious expedient^ tp enter into treaty 
with Roderic upon any terms not totally servile and 
oppressive. The prelate of Dublin it was supposed • 
would wiUiagly undertake the oflige of mediator^ so Regaa. 
suitable to his character; and to him they addressed 
themselves. With the fairest expressions, of his 
readiness and solicitude to prevent the effusion of 
Christian bloody he ra.me to receive their overtures. 
Strong^bow proposed.to acknowled^^e Roderic as his 
sovereigfo, and to bold the province of Leinster 
from the Irish monarchy provided he would raise the 
siege, and accept hkn as his vassal. Laurence en« 
gaged to bear this proposal to Roderic^ and soon 
returned with an answer, probably framed by him* 
self. He entered the council with the composure 
of secret triumph* and exultation, and with a iirmi 
tone and aspect, declared thiLt the only terms whidi 
bis monarch was disposed to grant were these : that 
Dublin, Waterford, and Wexford, with all the forts 
possessed by the Britons, should lie immediately 
surrendered into his bauds ; and that the earl and his 
associates should with all their forces depart from 
Ireland by a day assigned, leaving every pait of the 
island free from their usurpations, and absolutely 
remmncing all their pretended claims. On these . 
conditions they were to be spared, but the least re- 
luctance or delay would determine the be^gers to 
storm the ciiy. ' 

Asihe Britons were now supposed to be absolute- 
ly in the power of tlie besiegers, these terms were 
neitbev severe nor insolent ; out on the contraryap- 
pear, when impa^rtially considered, to do honor to 
the spirit of the prelate, as well as to the judgment of 
the minister. Notwithstanding all the rigours and 
cruelties of their 4success, no revenge Was attempted. 
To prevent tb^ effects of their di^pair, the^r were 

Vpii^:I. H assured 
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assured of safety ; they were allowed to depart un- 
molested, and were only to resign what they were 
supposed to have usurped and injuriously detained. 
But they were terms insupportably mortifying to in- 
digent and dspiring adventurers ; and their leaders^ 
now left to consider these disagreeable terms, looked 
upon each other with silent shame and consternation^ 
till Milo de Cogan, starting suddenly from his dis- 
mgaa. niay, declared his resolution to die bravely, rather 
than submit to the mercy of barbarous enemies. 
The spirit of desperate valour was soon caught by 
his associates. Fitz-Gerald, Raymond, and the 
other leaders, all with one voice concurred in the 
generous purpose of resting their whole fortune on 
the event of one brave effort, which at the worst, 
would end in an honorable death, more eligible 
than to perish with famine, or to resign themselves 
to those whose perfidy they had too good reason to 
suspect. The resolution once formed, they proceed- 
ed with greater calmness to concert the necessary 
operations. It was determined that their impres- 
sion should be made on that quarter where Rod^ic 
lay encamped. They reinforced themselves by a 
considerable body of the townsmen, whom they per- 
suaded to take part in this desperate enterprise, by 
possessing them with dreadful apprehensions of the 
cruelty of their besiegers; and now marched out in 
good order, and with determined spirits, against an 
• enemy who expected nothing less than such a bold 
* attack. Raymond led the advanced-guard, Milo 
commanded the second division, and was followed 
\ '* - by the earl and Fitz-Gerald with the most consider* 
able part of their force. They found this quarter 
of their besiegers without discipline or order, secure 
and careless, and scarcely with any military appear- 
. ance; and their assault was forious. They quickly 
bore dovra the first feeble resistance, forced their 
way with terrible slaughter through the confused 
crouds, and filled the whole camp with consterna- 
tion. The Irish fled from the danger^ which their 

9UilHri2e 
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surprise had ma^fied, with the most precipitate 
dismay ; aad their monarch himself, who in perfect 
ease aiid confidence had retired to his bath^ escaped 
only by starting fi-om his retirement half naked^ 
and joining the general rout. The chieftains of 
the other stations^ not timely apprized of this at- 
tack, or, what is more probable, not zealously dis- 
posed to support their monarch, heard the confusi- 
on, caught the panic, and while the victors continued 
their pursuit, oroke up their camps precipitately. 
Thus the Britons, who in the morning were on the 
point of total desperation, saw in one day their nu- 
merous enemies flying on all sides, and leaving the 
plunder of their camps to a small enfeebled garri- 
son, who thus, besides other advantages, gained 
provisions sufficient to support them for a year*. 

Dublin being thus freea, Strongbow committed 
the government of it to Milo de Cogan^ resolving 
to proceed immediately to Wexford, in order to re- 
lieve Pitz-Stephen. But unhappily he was by thisQifal4. 
time in the hands of his enemies. He had de- Cftw^ 
fended himself at Carrig with the utmost bravery, 
and repeatedly foiled his besiegers in their boldest 

attempts ; 



* The Irisli annalists pass over this whole transaction in silence, or 
St most toucti slightly upon a victory gained by Milo de Cogan over 
0*Ruarc and his associates. And they who rely most on their authority^ 
deny the truth of the circumstantial relation of Cambrensis, together 
with the detail found in the translation rf the Lambeth manuscript, jis« 
cribed to Maurice Re^n^or at least contend that this siege was forn^ed 
not by.Roderic but O'nuarc. Hadthe^ annalists furnished any aoeounto 
oofttradiekory to ^ose octant, and usually admitted as authentic, they 
would have deserved an impartial iM^ention. But their silence is of no 
we>ght aj^nst the authority of a (^temporary writer. And if we should 
allow him to have mistaken the nAme ot the Iri«h general who was sur- 
prised and defeated, the point /will probably be deemed of veiy little 
eooseqlMnoe by all thoM who^« not, from national partialities, or other 
circumstancoa, interested in t^e reputation of Roderic 0*Oonnor. And 
it is to be obserired« that Wj6 have in diraldus an account of another at* 
tempt made on Dublin Vy (TRuarc. in which he was defeated by 
Cogan, inunediatdy befo^ the laoding of Henry the Second, 
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attempts ; when at length, we are told hy GiraWus, 
they had recourse to a stratag^em, if we may call the 
most horrid peijury by that name, which proved 
fsnccessful. A parley was desired, and a company 
of Wexfordians admitted to confer with Robert, 
With an appearance of the utmost friendship they 
assured him that earl Strongbow had at length suf- 
fered the punishment of his temerity ; that Rode- 
ric had marched his powers to Dublin, stormed the 
city, and put all the Britons to the sword ; that the 
monarch was now upon his march to Wexford, im- 
patient to extirpate every remains of the British 
adventurers, and particularly breathing revenge 
against Pitz-Stephen, who first pointed his country- 
men the way into Ireland. Affected as they were 
to him more favourably than to any of his associ- 
ates, they determined that he should not be the 
only person ignorant of the fate of his unhappy 
countrymen, and his own impending dauber. To 
assist him was impossible ; but to favor his escape 
was an office which his kindness had justly merited. 
They urgently pressed him to commit himself to 
their- protection, solemnly promising to convey him 
and his garrison into Wales, before the arrival of 
Roderic snould frustrate their amicable intehtions. 

Robert doubted and hesitated: to remove 
his suspicions they produced two reverend bishops in 
their robes of ceremony, bearing the ci'osS], the 
host, and some reliques, and laying their hands on 
these swore a solemn oath in confirmation of all they 
had asserted. Fitz-Stephen, eflfectually deceived by 
this* solemnity, resigned himself and his followers to 
the mercy of their mortal enemies, m ho, instead of 
conducting him to the sea, east him into chains, dis- 
armed his: men, add practised every wstntou cruelty 
upon them that insolence an?} barbarity could de- 
vise ; maiming, tormenting^, aad killing them. In 
the midst of this horrid tiaumph intelligence is re- 
ceived that the victortous Brilons are on their 
Warch to rescue their companions, ax^id must soon 

arrive. 
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arrive. They set fire to the town of Wexford, and 
retiring with Pit2-Stephen, and those other priso- 
ners who yet survived their cruelty, take their post 
in an ishind in the middle of the harbour, called the 
Holy Island. 

Strongbow in the mean time proceeded on hi» 
march^ but not without an opposition more vigorous' 
than any he had yet encountered. He was to passr 
through a defile in a country then called Hi-drone,'Girald. 
situated in the present county of CarloW. And hereCamb. 
O'Rian, lord of this district, waited in ambush to*^^*^ 
receive him with a considerable force. No sooner 
were the British troops hemmed in on all sides by 
woods, precipices, and morasses, than they found* 
themselves suddenly and unexpiectedly attacked. 
The surprise, the violence of the onsfet^ the hideous 
ululatioiis of the Iri^h, and the inconvenience of the? 
situation, soon cast them into considerable disorder, 
and obliged the leaders to exert their utmost ef- 
forts to prevent a total overthrow. Meiler Pitr- 
Henry, one of their bravest commanders, in at- 
tempting to bring up his men was stricken to th^ 
ground, and with difficulty rescued ; and the Irish,' 
animated by the success of their first impression, 
were on the point of gaining a decisive victory, when, 
a monk called Nicholas, who served in the British 
army, discharged an arrow so successfully against 
their leader O^Ri^n, that he fell down dead, and his 
men, confounded at his death, fled, and left their 
enemies masters of the field. Giraldus assures us that 
the earl regained the pluin in safety, with the loss of 
only one young man*. The 

♦ In this cxpresaibn of Oiraldqs a render fond of rcfininc; might 
possibly disoovei' an allusion to a well-known Irish traditiou.' It is said 
that the son of Strpngbow, a youth of seventeen years^ was so territied 
at the first onset of the Irish army, that he fled to Dublin in the utom^C 
consternation, dectanng that his father and all his forces had perished ; 
that, when convinced of his mistake, he appeared before the earl, andt 
congratulated him upon his victory, the fatner rigidly condemned him tj> 
death for cowardice, and suffered the sentence to be executed; or, aa it 
is more horridly related, executed it with his own hand, by cutting his 
<oa in iwo« This tradition receives some countenanoe from the ancijent 

moaQmiiit 
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Th» earl proceeded to Wexford/ saw the desola- 
tion of the city, and heard of the captivity of Fitz- 
• Stephen. To distress and mortify him still finrther, 
die Irish, who had retired to the Holy Island, sent 
OirikL a deputation to assure him that the least attempt to 
Guah. molest them in their, present situation should in- 
stantly determine them to strike off the heads of all 
thqir prisoners. He knew the violence of these 
men ; turned aside, an4 marched to Waterford. 
Here the mutual animosities of some petty chiefs 
threatened to involve him in new contests. On the 
return of his ffood fortune, O'Brien prince of Tho- 
mond affected a strict attachment to his kinsman. 
He had conceived some resentment against the lord 
of Ossory ; and^ as the surest means of gratifying 
\nB revenge, represented him to Strongbow as a pes- 
tilent and implacable adversary to his power and 
authority, whom his interest and honor equally 
obliged him to reduce : for which purposis he made 
a tender of his own assistance, tnat the common 
enemy of their house might at length meet the pun- 
ishment due to his repeated treasons. So artful 
were his representations, that Strongbow agreed to 
march against this lord; and having encreased his pre- 
sent force to tMfo thousand men, by the junction of 
O'Brien's troops, proceeded on his e?ipedition. The 
Ossorian, who had already e^i^perienced the formida- 
ble valour of the Britons, determined to avert the 
danger by a timely submission, He represented to 
earl Strongbow by his deputies, that, however tra- 
duced by the malice of O'Brien, he had continued 

evei; 

Monument in the cathedral of Dublin, in whioh the statue of the son of 
Strongbow is continued only to t"he middle, with the bowels open, and sujh 
ported by the hands. But as this monument was erected some centuries 
tfter the death of Strongbow, it is of the less authorit^r. The Irish an-! 
nalists repeatedly mention the earVs son an engaged iu several actions 
posterior to this period. There ia therefore the utmost reason tp suspect 
that the whole narrative hath no other foundation than the fiction of some 
Irish bard or romanceTj'vvho invented for a people delig^tiog i^ the ma^-^ 
yellpus and affecting. ^ ^ 



Ch. 2. HENRY IL $$ 

ever since his treaty >vith kin^ Denno€l> and was 
still disposed to continue^ in dutiful allegiance to 
the throne of Lcinster; that he desved but a. safe- 
conduct; was ready to appear before the earl^ and 
to convince him both of his own rectitude^ and the 
falsehood of his enemy. The proposal was accept* 
ed : the British lords and the prince of Thomond en« 
gaged in the most solemn manner that he should 
come and depart in security: and Penderg^ast^ his 
old ally^ who had retumea with Strongbow, was 
now appointed to conduct bim to the camp. Here 
he pleaded his cause boldly against his virulent 
accusers^ who clamorously insist^ on his guilty and 
were preparing to put him to^ deaths when the gene- 
rous Pendergast^ notwithstanding the iiijuries he 
had once received from the Ossorian^ drew his 
^Yord^ and with an oath declared that no violence 
should be offered to the man who had entrusted him- 
self to tb^r good faith; that be had conducted him 
to their presence^ and would conduct him ba<^ 
again. The earl assented ; the chieftain was con- 
veyed into his own territory; O'Brien retired in the 
spleen of disappointment, and Strongbow proceeded 
to Pems^ where for'feome days he exercised a royal 
authority ;» rewardiii^ his fiiends^ and punishing the 
disaffected. The cliieftain of the O'Bimes, who had 
originaliy sacrificed his piersonal connexions with 
Dermod to the public cause, and had ever since uni* 
formly opposed the interest of the foreigners^ could 
no longer escape the officious malice of his enemies. 
He was brougnt in a prisoner, and condemned to 
death. The like sentence is said to have been exe^ 
cutedon a.son of Donald Kevanagh, notwithstanding 
the services of the father, who still continued Ivs.aq* 
herence to the Britcms, and was rewarded by Strang* 
bow with the grant of a considerable district^ called 
by the historian the Plains of Leinster. 

But this new sovereign of licinster, was soon 
called off to more important objects. Henry king of 
Englani had recovered from his oonstemation qt 

thQ 
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Hie death of Becket; his vigilance atid policy bad 
proved too powerful for the machiaatioDs of his 
enemies; and notwithstanding their practices at 

'Itonie to drive the pope to the severest exertions of 
his i^iritual jurisdiction against the supposed mur- 
derer of the prelate, he contrived to avert, at least 
to suspend, ttie danger of papal indignation, and 
resolved no longer to defer his long-projected expe- 
dition into Ireland, whose success might restore that 
lustve to his character which had been impaired by 
his transactions with the hierarchy. He was now in 
England, making the necessary provisions for this 
expedition ; and as his jealousy of the adventurers 
was encreased by their success, and as the time was 
come when he could himself undertake the reduc- 
tion of Ireland, he utterly disavowed their pipeeed- 
ings, expressed the utmost resentment at their pre- 
OinilcL sumption and disobedience, and by a second message 
Cainb. summoned earl Richard to appear instantly betbre 
him. The earl determined to obey this mandate, 
and stationing bis governors in .Dublin and Water- 
ford,, and making such other dispositiaiis as tbe 

•time permitted, embarked, and met the king at 
Newnham, near Gloucester. Whatever resentment 
'Hettry affected was soon allayed by the submissions 

^of the earl, who repeated his professions of allegi- 
ance, and yielded all his Iriai acquisitions to the 
disposal of his royal master: the king suffi^*ed him- 

-self to be entreated by Hervey of Mountmorres,. who 
' had summoned the earl to his presence, and now 

-attended with his nephew. The scene of dissimula- 
fion was closed by a treaty, in which it was agreed 
that the city of Dublin and a large adjoining do- 

"mainy 4ogether with all the maritime towns and 
forts acquired by Strongbow, should be surrendered 
ftbsolutelv to Henry^, who on his part graciously 
consented that the earl should have alibis Other Irish 
possessions gra^nted in perpetuity, and to be hdd of 
the king and his heirs. Strongbow thus restored to 

^vor, attended his royal master in^hib progress 

by 



by the SeVei^e side Ind western coast of Wslfes le 
Pembroke^ where the king resided while his fbrcti ' 
were {tssembiing at Milfora. 

Here again Henry assumed all the tdrfors of of- Gimld. 
feiided majesty against the Welshtnen whd had*^***** 
abetted the presumption of their countrymen, and 
assisted them in their unwaitahted invasion 5f Ire«> 
Ijtnd, as if they wefe sdverei^ and independent; 
and had a right to engage in toi^^igrl ^uarrels^ hot 
only without his permission^ bitt Contrary to his ex* 
press commaiid. Such flag;i*ant contempt of his au* 
thority^ and disaffection to his goveftitnent, it seems^ 
were not to be pardoiied, until he had s^i^ed every 
tittle of ev^i^y lord within their province, and filled 
them with his own forces. 

And now ^liile Stf oiig!)ow attended on the kingi Ibidi 
and Raymond Le Gross was engaged at Waterfoni, 
a vigorous effort Was made by O'Ruarc, of .Breffiiey 
against the garrison Of Dublin. The spirit Of his ^^B^ 
fettertiptprt>ved that the forces Of one Irish chieftain. 
United and obedient, ^eve really" more formidable 
than milch more cohsiderable numbers, coUcfcted 
from different provinces, without mtitiiai hartnony 
01* sUbordinatioti. Milo t)e Cogafi could Hot repdl 
his attack without considerable loss i biit the fir^ 
impression proving tmsuccessfiil, the Irish, as tisual> 
considered the battle as desperate ; and the defeat of 
O'Ruarc was embittered by the loss of his son, who . 
fell upon the field of action. 

SuGti successes, however inconsiderable, sefved to 
Confirm the natives in the terrible ideas they had 
formed of British valour, and contributed to that 
Helpless suspence with which the fame of Henry -s 
intended expedition was^ received. A powetful and 
renowned prince, who claimed a right of Sovereignty 
over their whole island, and affected the utmost re^ 
sentment at those British leaders who had borne ; 
arms in Ireland, as if they had invaded his domi- 
nions, and made war upon his subjects, was now 

Vol. I. I ready 
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teady (d a^ppcar in person^ and sissert his pretended 
rights at the head of a considerable force. Yet, 
neither the fame of his intended expedition, nor the 
actual march of his troops, nor the king's gradual 
progress through AVales, appear to have produced 
any ferment or extraordinaiy motions in Ireland, 
«ny measures of defence, any consultations for re- 
pelling the common danger, any exertions on the 
part of Roderic, or any associations among the sub- 
ordinate chieftains. Each seems to have confined 
his attention to his own interest and the interest of 
his tribe, with a sordid purpose of deriving what ad- 
Tantages he might from the invasion, at least of 
averting the evils that might attend it, from himself. 
They saw the power of their own monarch on the 
point of total dissolution ; and they saw it with 
mdifFerence, if not with an envious and malignant 
satisfaction. Some were even ready to prevent their 
invader, and to submit before ne yet appeared 
upon their coast. The men of Wexford, who had 
possessed themselves of Fitz-Stephen, resolved to 
avert the consequences of their late perfidy and 
cruelty by the forwardness of their zeal for the ser- 
vice of the king of England, and the readiness of 
Regan, their submissions. Their deputies were sent to 
Pembroke, who in the name of their fellow-citizens 
cast themselves at Henry's feet, and with the most 
passionate expressions of obedience humbly entreat- 
ed that he would accept them as his faithful vassa]$> 
ready to resign themselves, their lands, and posses- 
sions to his absolute disposal. " They had already 
'* endeavoured to approve their zeal by seizing 
*' Robert Pitz-Stq>hen, a traitor to his sovereign, 
" who had lately entered their territory by force of 
^^ arms, without any due warrant or fair pretence ; 
*^ had slaughtered their people, seized their lands, 
'* and attempted to establish himself independent 
" of his liege-lord. They kept him in chains, and 
" were ready to deliver him to the disposal of his 
*' sovereign/' The king received them with ex- 

pression^ 
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expressions of the utmost grace and favour ; com* 
mended their zeal in repressing the unwarrantable 
attempts of Fitz-Stephen ; deefared that he should 
§oon enquire into his crimes^ £|,nd the wrongs they 
had sustained^ and inflict condign punishment upon 
every offence committed hy his undutiful subjectt.. 
Thus were the Irishmen dismissed in the utmost joy 
and exultation; and the artifice of Henry, while it 
inspired these men with favourable dispositions to his 
interests^ proved also the most effectual means of say- 
ing Fitz-Stephen from their capricious cruelty. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ill- 

H^nry the Second arrives at Waterford.. . . The Wexjordians 
graciously received. . . . Submissions of the chieftain ofDes^^ 
mond. . . . Short progress of the king. , . . Submissions of 

other Irish princes Fitz- Stephen set a^ liberty. . . . Henfy 

parches fo Dublin. . , . Receives the homage of several Irish 
lords.. • .Attempts to reduce Roderic.^ ..Feasts the Irisfi 
lords in Dublin.. . . Synod of CasheL I . .Its constitution, 
. . • Adulation of the clergy. , . , Meaning of a submission to 
Penry anci his heirs.. . .Laws of England how far es^a^ 
pushed in Ireland. . ..Not as a model for a new polity. • . • 
Rights ofihe English adventurers secured.. ..'Settlement of 
Dublin. . • • Grant to theOstmen of Waterford. . . . Coi^es^ 
Sheriffs J and officers of state established in Ireland. . . . Pro^ 
vision in case ofihe death of* a chief governor. . ^.Henry^ 
" \ecd0.ed to Nortnan^y. • . . His dispositions and gr^ftts in 
Ireland.* . . Hp embarks ai Wexprd.'. . . 'treiUs wUk the 
legates. « • • Threatens to return to Ireland. * ..Is reconciled: 
io the pope. • . . Grant of the sovereignty of Ireland cotjfirmed 
by pope Akxatider. ' ^ ' , ,.• ;^ • ' 

ggj- Henry Pltz-Empress ^ying cpinple^ed the pre- 
fcL^ paratiohs necessary tox his expedition i^ito Ireland^ 
^ find performed his solemn devofiohs' in ilie church 
if St. Davids to Implore a olessitij^ up6n av^^ter* 
prize undertaken by ifye ^.uthorit^, an^ in the 
f^aiise of the chureh^ embarked at Milforc|> attended 
t)y e^rl Stroiigbow, William Fitz-Andelm^ Hum- 
phry De Rohun/Hugh Pe J^acy, Robert Fitz- 
Bemard^ and oiher barbng/ foUr hundred knights* 
and abqut four thousand soldiers. His fleet con- 
^^Q^Ul^sisting of two hundred and forty ships^ an aweful 
}f(SS. And tormidable object to those on wboise coast 
they i|.ppeai^d, entered the port of Waterford, and 
his forces were landed on the feast of St. Luke, in 
October, of the year eleven hundred and seventy- 
two 



two. The professed desired of his expedition Wfts 
not to cqnquer^ but to taSe possession of a pountiy 
granted to aim hy the pope, and to exercise a sove- 
reignty which he aAected to beUeYe must be ac- 
knowledged an4 obeyed without the le^st difficulty 
or reluctance*. 

Amipst the apclamations of joy at the arrival Qiraid^ 
of this new sovereign, earl Strongbow made a for-Camb/ 
mal surrender of WaterforcJ, and dfd homage to 
Henry for the pcincipality of l^einster. The men 
of Wexford were at hand with their prisoner Fitzr 
Stephen, whom they presented to the king, repeat- ' 
ing their accysatioqs, and implopng justice against 
their tyrant and oppressor. Henry received them 
with an affected commiseration of tneir wrongs, too 
gross to impose on any but the rude and inexperir 
encad ; assured them of his protection, ai^d sternly 
reproaching Fitz-Stephen for his presumption, re- 
manded hhn to prison. The Irjsh were rejoiced to 
find that they had not only escaped the punishment 
due to their perfidy and cruelty, but that they had 
involved their enemy in danger and disgrace ; q,nd 
Fitz-Stephen was the less mqrtified, as he well knew 
the purchase of his liberty^ and that be must of 

necessity 



f This was thq idea XYhich the Irish subjects of later times entertain* 
ed. ' There was a tradition iii the reigh of Edward the Second, which 
thpogh not uijexceptioi^bly established, yet shews what were their con-* 
ceptions at that periods It was said that wl^ile Henry's fleet was yet at 
iea,an03tmati lord'of Waterford, who supposed that the descent masf 
be ih^de upon his lands, and was solicitous to secure his property from 
4epreaatiQn, drew some chains across thq harbour, in order to divert th^ 
fleet to some other quarter; that as the obstacle was soon overcome, 
Henry immediately on his landing seized this lord and his accomplices, 
whose crime was that they had presumed ^o treat him ifs an invader, npt 
as the rightful sover^gn of Ireland ; that he therefore dealt yriik then^. 
90t as enemies who had acted in a fair course of open war, but as rebels 
liouA subjects ; that they were tried in What he called the king'<8 court, the 
apt of rebellion proveq, and sentence of hi^*treason executed upon 
d^em. Placit. Corona^ 4 Sdr. IL Tuir. Bejrmingh. 
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necessity resign all his Irish acqifisitions fo the 
king. 

The fame of his intended expedition had for 
sometime been spread through Ireland^ and its in- 
fluence upon the several toparchs was soon disco- 

GinilcL vered. Dermod Mac-Arthy, prince. of Desmond, 

Caii^b. was the first chieftain who submitted and acknow* 
ledged the sovereignty of Henry. On the very 
day after his arrival this Irish prince attended at his 
court, resigned his city of Cork to the kms^ did 
him homage> and stipulated to pay a tribute ^r the 
" rest of his territory, which on these conditions he 
yfBs to enjoy without further molestaticm or restraint. 
An English governor and garrison were in^medi- 
^tely appointed to take possession of his capital, 
while the king displayed his ppwer and magnifi- 
cence by marching tq Lismore, where he chose a 
situation, and gave the necessary orders and direc- 

|{egan. ^ tion for building a f6rt, From thence propeeding 
to Cashel, we are told he had an interview with the. 
archbishop of this see; and possibly might have 
deemed it useful to possess this prelate, tne fixist of 
the Irish clergy who appeared before him, with an 
opinion of his gracious intentions to his country, 
and his zeal for the regulation of its church. Nor 
were these short excursions without their influence, 
in striking the inhabitants with an awful and terri- 
ble impression of his power. ^ A formidable army 
hovering about the districts of each pettv chieftain, 
when each was lefl to his own resources for defence, 
quickened their resolves, and conquered every re- 
mains of pride, or reluctance in submitting to the 
invader. O'Brien of Thorhond thought it dan- 
gerous to delay, and meeting Henry on the banks 
of the Sure, surrendered his city of Linlerick, and 
did homage for his other territory, engaging to 

Catt?b P^^ ^™ tribute. Donchad of Ossory dreading the 
advantages which his rival might a,cquire by this 
forward zeal, hastened to the King, and sulnnitted 
tobecoinehis tributary and.vasssd. O'Faolan, of 

the 



ch. s. henry n. 71 

the Decies followed these examples^ and all the in^ 
ferior chiefs of Munster vied with each other in 
the alacrity^ of their stibmissions. All were received 
with gracious assurances of favour and protection, 
entertained with magnificence, loaded witn presents, 
and dismissed with deep impressions of the grandeur 
and condescensions of this powerfiil monarch. 

He returned to Wexford ; and here, as it was no^iraW. 
longer necessary to keep up the appearance of re-^*"^*^ 
sentment to Fitz-Stephen, his barons were permit- 
ted to intercede for a brave subject, who had not 
willingly or intentionally offended, for whose future 
fidelity they were all ready to become sureties, and 
who was himself prepared to give the best surety for 
his allegiance, by a formal resignation of all his Irish 
possessions to his sovereign. Fitz-Stephen Mas set 
at liberty, and surrendered Wexford and its territo- 
ry to the king, doing homage for the rest of his 
acqtiisitions, which he was allowed to retain from 
Henry and his heirs. 

And now, having provided for the security of 
Munster^ and stationed his garrisons in the cities of 
Limerick, Cork^ Waterford^ and AVexford, Henry 
determined to proceed to Dublin, to take possession 
of tliis city in due form, which had been surrender- 
ed by earl Richard. He led his troops through Ibid. 
Ossory, in a slow and stately progress, so as to strike 
the rude inhabitants witli the splendor and magni- 
ficence of his royal army, and to give their chief- 
tains an opportunity pf repairing to his camp, and 
acknowledging his sovereignty. Their indifference 
to the interests of Roderic,- as well as their terror 
of the English arms, soon determined them to 
make their peace with Henry. The Irish lords of Ana. 
Leinster deemed his service more honourable than a^^^* 
subjection to Strongbow, whose severity had render- 
ed him an object of horror to the Irish, even from 
his first landing. As he advanced towards Dublin^ 
the neighbouring lords all appeared and submitted ; 
O'Carrol of Argial, a chieftain of still greater 

power 
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^ovfer and consequence^ repaired to his eaxap^ and 
in due form erigaged to become his tributary : and 
to complete the mortification of Roderic^ his old 
and intimate associate O'lluarc of Rr^^ffhey, whose 
interests he had supported, whose personal injuries 
he had revenged, trhora he had made lord of a con- 
siderable part of Meath, so that Giraldus calls him 
king of Meath, abandon^ his falling friend and 
ally, and became the willing vassal of this new 
sovereign. 

RoDEaic, though confounded at the defection of 

his tribiltaries, and the formidable progress of his 

Av^ var. invader, harassed by the factions of his province^ 

and afflicted by the dissensions of his family, yet 

€ouId not at once resign his titled to the monarchy 6f 

Bene^ct Ii'^and^ And though sensible of the danger of 

Abb. encountering an finglish army^ and littld enabled by 

toL L such numbers as hd could collect to march out 

against the foyal invader, he yet collected his pro-* 

vmcial troops, and, entrcii(Jbiiig himself upon the 

banks of the ^hatmon, seemed determined that his» 

own territory at least should not be sacrificed to the 

. ambition of Henry. * Unencumbered by a crowd 

of faithless, discontented, and disobedient followersi 

he now appears to act with a spirit and digtiity niore 

suited to his station. Hugh de Lacy and William 

Fitz-Afidelm, were commissioned to meet this re* 

fractory prince, and either to persuade or force him 

to a submission*. Rut Roderic was too strong, 

and 



* Giraldus indeed asserts that Roderid yielded to the instances of He* 
Lacy and Fitz-Andelm, swore allegiance to Henry, and gave hostages 
as a security for the faithful payment of his tribute. But the Irish annal-* 
ists acknowledge no sueh submission ; and the abbot of Peterborough 
declares ingenuously that the king of Conn aught still continued to main<« 
tain his independence, agreeing in this with the artless historical stric-' 
lures of Ireland, which distinctly mark the extent of Henry's present 
acquisitions, without the least appearance of disguise or partiality, and 
represoit their monarch as still exercising an independent sovereignty* 
opposing the invaders, and at length treating wjtn Henry at the time 
ana in the manner stated on leoprd; as the reader will find ia the^isu-- 
log chapter. 
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and too well posted to be assailed by a detachment 
from the English army ; and he at least afiected to 
believe that his fortune was not yet so totally despe- 
rate as to Warrant an immediate resignation of his 
dignitj^ and authority^ while his own territory remain- 
ecf inviolate, and the brave and powerful chiei^ of 
Ulster still kept retired in their own districts without 
any thought of submission. 

The Irish chieftains who accepted Henry as their Girald. 
soverei^^ and attended at his court, were receivedCamb. 
with all those conciliating expressions of favour, the 
common ailifke of ambition, but which were pecu-» 
iiarly flattering to a people equally proud and inex* 
perienced. It Was the feast of Christmas, a season 
of general festivity, for which Henry prepared with 
Slick ele'gaiice and pomp as his present situation 
miffht permit, and such as was perfectly stupendous 
to his Irish followers. They flocked to Dublin from 
all quarters, in the eagerness of surprise and ex- 
pectataon. As the city afforded no building capa» 
ble of receiving the royal train, and the numerous 
assembly of guests, a temporary structure was f aisea 
with hurdles, after the Irish fashion, in the south- 
eastern suburbs, of large dimensions, and richly orna- 
mented ; and here the vassal-lords of Irelaiid were 
admitted freely, and feasted sumptuously. Piles of 
silver, costly meats, :generous wines,^ dress> muax:;, ^ 
and attendants, all conspired to possess them with a 
vulgar admiration of their invader. Dazzled by his 
grandeur, and intoxicated by his condescensions, 
they forgot the baseness of their submission, and 
fancied themselves exalted to a degree of conse- 
qnence by being aUied to such mag\ii|icei)ce and 
splendor. . 

If we are to believe the English historians, th« 
clergy of Ireland were still readier, and more abject 
in their submissions to king Henry than the lords 
and toparchs. The abbot of Peterborough asserts, 
and is followed by Hoveden and others, that im- 
mediately on the king's arrival at Waterford. the 

YoL^ I, . K whole 
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V^hole "body of the hierarchy attended him, received 
him as sovereijp lord of Ireland, and swore fealty to 
him and bis heirs ; and that from each prelate he 
received a charter or instrumeut of their respective 
submissions^ which the king took care to transmit to 
Rome, Giraldus^ who was studious to display every 
particular which might do hoqor to his royal mas- 
ter, takes not the least notice of a transaction so ex- 
traordinary, and the Irish annalists pjre equally silent 
on that head. 

But it is asserteil with niove probability, and on 
better authprity, that Henry, having been acknow* 
ledged sovereign by a considerable pfirt of the island, 
unmolested by those who had not yet submitted^ 
^nd prevented by the severity of the season from any 
a^tenipt to reduce them by force, effected to display 
Ins zeal ^nd solicitude to fulfil the conditions of his 

Sant from pope Adrian, by turning his attention to 
e churph of Ireland, and labouring for the reform 
Oira^. mation of |ts supposed labuses. A synod of the 
Cfunb. plergy was summoned in his name, and assembled 
8|,t Gashel by his order, to enquire into the present 
^tate of mpruls and religion. But whether this was 
a general assembly of all the Irish prelates may be 
fairly ddubted. Gelasius, the primate of Armagh, 
a man highly reverenced by his countrymen ; and 
who derived considerable influence from (he sanctity 
of hfs^ character, certaiply did not attend, and as an 
apology is f^aid to have pleaded his ^ge and infinrir-^ 
^es ; thqugh these did iiot prevent him from holding 
another synod, convened soon after, in CJonnaught, 
py the authority of Roderic, and probably in oppo? 
$ition to that i^ow summonecl by Hfenry*. The 

prelates 

* Qiraldus assert^ that Qelasius spm^ time i|ft6r c^me tq Dublin, and 
ga^e kU full asseat to the transaqtions aiid prdinanoes of tl^is synod. The 
Irish annalists on' the contrary declare that he; waa constantly employed 
in reflating the ecclesiastical affairs in the Westeina aigfd Northerii parts 
of th^'^islahd until his death, ^hich happQn^ ip eleven hundred and 
seventy-four. While the writers of each nation are solicitous to claim 
\liif Tenerable prelate to tl^eir q\\n party, they a|;rGe io ope partiqular, 
*'.■■■■■'■ ■ * " • • ■ • ' • *" • Ty-hiph 
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prelates of Ulster followed the example of their 
metropolitaii^ And if the prelate of Tuam, or 
Laurence of Dublin^ who had so zealously contend- 
ed a^inst the English^ obeyed the summons^ they 
might have deemed their presence necessary to pre-* 
serve the honor of their churchy to them a point 
of moment^ from injurious representation ; and by 
a readiness to correct what mi^ht really be found 
amiss^ to depriye the invader ot the great pretence 
for extending his hostilities^ 

Christian bishop of Lismore presided iri this(3ii^Ul« 
assembly as the pope^s legate ;. in which character^*™^- 
he had, about twenty years before, presided in the^'*^'^^ 
grand assembly of kmgs, prelates, ana nobility; con-T. i* 
venedLby order of cardinal Paparon< The abbot of 
Buldwms, the archdeacon of Landafl^ and some 
others of the English clergy attended on the part of 
Henry, to forward the purposes of their master, and 
to observe the conduct of the Irish prelates. The 
professed design of this synod was, in obedience to 
the sovereign pontiflT, to devise remedies for i^o*^ 
ranee and wickedness, to eradicate every fibre of de- 
pravity and iniquity, and to restore the purity of 
their ecclesiastical constitution, now contaminated 
and dkgraced. And the ordinan<;es which were to 
answer such important purposes we find forbidding 
marriages within the prohibited degrees of consan* 
guinitj ; directing that baptism should be publicly 
administered, youth instructed, tythesregularlypaia, 
the lands of the clei^y exempted from secular exac* 
Uons ; that all true sons o{ the church should have 
power by Mrill to distribute their eflects in due pro^ 
portion between their wives and chUdren, and be 
decently interred in hallowed ground. Such was 

the 

which suited their uoderstundings, and is therefore carefully reoordfid 

that Gelasius, ia every progress through the kingdom, iras oon* 

stantiy attended by a white cow, a particular favourite, which supplied 
him with milk, the chief sustenance of the pious and abstemious pri* 
mate. 
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the plan of reformation which required the interpo- 
sition of the pope, which obliged him to transfer the 
sovereignty of Ireland to a foreiOT prince, and de* 
toanded the presence of the English monarch and a 
royal army to enforce ! as if the same ftitile ordi- 
nances had not been repeatedly enacted in every 
synod, held almost annually by the Irish clergy, 
j^^^ from that of Paparon to this of king Henry. The 
4 Mag. whole ridiculous scene was closed by a declaratioH 
MSS. highly flattering to the king, and expressed in terms 
oif the most abject servility. It directs that the di- 
vine service in the church of Ireland shall for the 
Cambl foture be in all things c6nformable to that of the 
church of England. "For it is meet and very 
''just," say these reverend flatterers, '' that as Ire-* 
'' land hath by Providence received a lord an^ king 
'' from England, so she may receive from the same 
" a better form of living. Por to his royal gran* 
'' ^ur are both the church and^ reabn of Ireland 
^ indebted for whatever they have hitherto obtain- 
*' ed, either of the benefits of peace, or the eiicrease 
'' of religion. Sinde, before his coming into Ire- 
*' land, evils of various kinds had from old times 
'' gradually overspread the nation, which by his 
'* pbwer and goodness are now abolished/ * ;m ' ■ ■ 
Happy had it been for the peace and w^fare of 
ag^s, had Henry by a few months residence in Ire- 
land, been really a.bie to produce such blessed effects ! 
But the adulation of these ecclesiastics is a subject 
too contemptible to dwell upon. 

There are other acts of government which Hen^ 
ry exercised in Ireland that deser\'e more particular 
Attention. Matthew Paris writes that he convened 
Paris Ed ^ c^wi^^^it ^t Lismore, in which the laws of ESngland 
Watte, ' were by all gratefully accepted and established by 
p. 126. the sanction of a solemn path. Whether the histo- 
rian hath mistaken the place of assembling, and in- 
^ad of a synod held under the bishop of Lismore, 
ha<h supposed anotherassembly inth^ town^sonam- 
^d, seems of little moment. But the real nature of 

this 
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this grant and geiieral acceptance of the laws of 
England deserves to be considered. And to this 
we shalf be naturally led by a few reflections on what 
faath been already related, as well as to the trae p^^ 
port of some subsequent transactions. 

We have seen the princes and petty chieftains of 
Ireland submitting to king Henry with a readiness 
the less surprising, when we consider that to them it 
was not unusual to be visited by a superior poten- 
tate, who demanded a recognition of his sovereign- 
ty, obliged them to become his tributaries, and to 
^ve hostages for their fidelity, and even sometimes 
to resign a portion of their territory. So that Henry 
demanded no more than they had frequently grant- 
ed to pthers widi great readiness, and generally with 
little sincerity, scarcely considering the concession as 
dishonourable, much less an essential diminution of 
th«r local power and authority. Nor is there any 
authentic evidenoe to prove, with whatever confi- 
dence it may have been asserted, that '"^^the Irish ^ ^** 
'^made no terms for their own fonn of govern- ^^J^ 
'' ment, but wholly abolishing their ovm, they con-Mdyneuz 
" sented to receive the English laws, and submitted p* ^* 
" entirely to the English govmiment." It is sdaroe- 
ly Qon^ivable that a whole people should at once 
be either forced or persuaded into so extraordinary 
a revolution ; unless they, of all the human race^, 
nide and bari^arous as they are represented, wear© 
alone exempt from strong partialities in favor o£ 
their lavrs and customs. Nor is it probable that ar 
politic and sagacious prince should form a scheme in 
his present situation so extravagant, because of all 
others the most dangerous to attempt, and the moirt 
difficult to effect, titat of obtruding in a iffomeilt soi 
entire new system of Itiws and polity upon a number 
of communities, none of which- he had rabdiied. 
But that no such design was either attempted.or «f-» 
fleeted/ will appear not only from the manifbid 
proofs which mustneeedsarily be produced in the 

progress 
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progress of this history^ but fnnn the transactions 
already related. We have observed that by an or* 
dinance of the syilod of Cashel it wim provided^ that 
the clergy should for the future be free from all ae* 
cular exactioos. Here it is necessary to produce 
this ordinance at lar^e. 
/^ ALL the ecclesiastical lafads and possessions 
[u^yr Vv\i^.(!tx '' shall be entirely free from every exaction of se- 
0^ ^{a^ " cular m^p. And especially no petty kings or 
S > Jd '^ '' ^"^^^^ ^^ ^^1 potentates of Ireland^ nor their 
;/ V 3 '^ children or families^ shall for the fUture exact 

t> ^.<s vv o . " maintenance or entertainment^ according^to cus- 
*^ tom^ in the ecclesiastical territories^ or presume 
'^ to extort them by violence. And that detestable 
'^ entertainment^ Which is four times a year requir* 
'^ ed by neighbourin|^ lords^ shall not fof the fa- 
'^ ture be demanded nam the ecclesiastical towns.— 
'^ And moreover^ in all cases of homicide commit- 
'^ ted by the laity, as often as they shall compound 
'' for the samp with tiieir adversaries^ the clergy 
'^ who are their relations shall pay nothing on this 
'^ account ; but as they had no part in the perpe* 
'^ tration of the homicide^ so shall they be free from 
'^ contributing to the fine.'* 

It cannot be supposed that the execution of the 
Irish laws should be thus reffulated^ if these laws 
were entirely abolished. If tne clergy were to be 
exempt from Coyn^ Coshering, and other like ex* 
actions, it is evident that the petty kings and lords 
were still to demand them from others. If the 
clergy were not to contribute to the Eric in cases of 
muraer, it follows that this compensation was still 
to be paid by the laity ; and of consequence that th« 
old Irish polity was not only to subsist, but warrant- 
ed, secured, and refiplated, in an assembly convened 
by the authority of Henry. Here then, were there 
no other, we have a direct proof of a regular com* 
pact between this monarch and the Irish chieftains. 
They stipulated to become his vassals and tributa- 
ries. He was to protect them in the administration 

of 
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of their petty governments according to their own 
model: and thus we shall find that their governments 

were actually administered. '' They governed 

*' their people" saith Sir John Davies, '^ by the 
" Brehon law ; they made their own magistrates 
'' and officers ; they pardoned and punished all 
''malefactors within tneir several countries; they 
^' made war and peace one with another without 
'' controulment ; and this they did not only dur- 
''ing the reign of Henry the Second, but afler- 
" wards in all times, even until the reig^ of 
''queen Elizabeth/' ^Not originally by the con- 
nivance of their new sovereign, or in opposition to 
bis authority, but by his sanction and allowance, as 
appears from the acts of an assembly which derived 
their authority from his ratification. 

It is in the next place observable, that the con- 
cessions of the Irish lords were uniforrnly made to 
Henry and his heirs. And as England was now con- 
fessedly the first and capital member of his do^ 
minions, by his heirs we must understand his lawi- 
fiil successors to the crown of England. So that the 
intention of his treaties with the Irish chieftains ap- ^ 
pears to be^ that the kings of England should for ' 
ever become lords paramount of the territories which 
these chieftains retained, and inheritors of those- 
which they ^solutely resigned ; not that^ Henry 
should be wairanted to grant or transfer his Irish 
dominions, or to sell his Irish vassals as villains of the 
soil, but that the stipulated obedience should be paid 
to the kings of England in lawful succession ; aha the 
territories resigned should remain for ever annexed 
to this kingdom, and appendeqt on this dignity. Or^ 
to express it in tl^e language of tlie patent of Henry Bymer. 
the Third to his son Edward, that they should n<rtT. i.p. 
be separated from the Crowq, but whoUy remain to^^* 
the kings of England for ever. 

Bf his transactions both with the natives and 
the original adventufe^s, Henry had no^ acquired 

^ ^ the '^ 
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the absolute dominion of several maritime cities, 
and their dependencies. . The province of Leinster 
was claimed by Str6ngbow> as (be heir of king Der- 
mod^ and he consoited to hold it of the king^ and 
his heirs. The acquisitions in Meath appear also 
io haive been ceded to the king; nor dia the Eng- 
lish acknowle^e any rightful sovereign of thia dis* 
tiict since the death of Ma-Laghlin ; so that Henry 
had now a considerable territory, and a number of 
subjects in the island, and had the utmost reason to 
expect a speedy encrease of both. And to th^se his 
subjects, he indeed granted the English laws, ac< 
cording to. the testimony of Matthew Pa^is, not as 
a model whereby they might govern themselves, 
and frame their own polity ; for then they had no need 
to express their gratitude to the kin|f for. what liiey 
might have adopted themselves, if, by their chaise 
of situation, they had lost the privileges of English 
subjects ; neither in this case was there any propri- 
* ety or neces^y for an oath to the king, whereby 
they were bound to the observance , of these laws. 
la.,,. I On the contrary, it was declared by this transaction, 
^ ^ Tf ^y *'^^^^ grateful acceptance of the English laws, 
'^'^ i^ ^^j jjjg-j, gQiejnjj engagements to obey ^em, that, 

^e;^ ^ ^^-^'^ a« they resigned their Irish acquisitions, and re- 
/^ 7<Z newed their alleffiance to the king, he, on his part, 

consented that they should still be considered as the 
subjects of his realm, and still retain Che advantages 
of ibat constitution, which^ as subjects, they former- 
ly enjoyed, and which he ^graciously declared that 
they should still retain in the same capacity, without 
%ny diminution of their rights, or any change in their 
relation to the king. Hence the necessity of a new 
oath, whereby they were bound in due allegiance 
to Henry and his heirs, and to the faithful ob- 
servance of the laws of his realm in their new set- 
tlements, thus made a part and member of this 
realm, inseparably connected, and intimately conso- 
lida:ted with it. 

Let 
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Let it be tMfikrient to stafe these poifits briefly 
for the present, which, as thev frequently recur, 
must be repeated and enforced in the progress of 
tfiis history. And agreeably to the representations 
nowiqrade^ it appears^ that soon after he had takei^Chartiii. 
possession \)f Dublin, and rbefore his departure ^^Ci^. 
from this city, Heniy granted it * by charter to 
the inbabitaiits of Bristol, to be held of him and 
his heirs, with the same liberties and free customs 
which they enjoyed at Bristol, and throughout all 
his kind f . And by another charter executed sopaMSS.m 
afier, he confirms to his burgesses of Dublin all man- Bibi. 
ner of rights und immunities throughout his whole ^^®^"®* 
land of England, Normandy, Wales, and Ireland, 
whm-e-ever they and their tnects shall be, to be fully 
and honourably enjoyed by them as his free and 

Vol. 1. h fAithful 



♦ Ex Archint-Cir. Doli. v ^ 

Heoricoa tex Anglw, dux Normanniae & Ao(j|uit«Qiie, comes Andc- 
gam Archiepiflca|>is, episcopis, abtiAtibuSy comitibusT baronibus^ jii3* 
tidariis, ficccoroitibiis, miDistru, & oinmbus fidelibus sub Francis^ 
Anglicis, k, Hibern^sibus, toiius terrae sus tialutein. Sciatis me de- 
fbdtie k coDcessiase^ & pmseDti charta confirinasse homiaibus meis de 
firwtow, civitatera meam de Divelin, ad iahabitandum. Quare vrolo k 
finrnler praecipio ut ipsi earn inhabtteat S& teneaat iilam de me & here- 
diboB mns Uine & in pace Hberd & quieie, integre k plenarie & honO- 
rifioe, iiam orouibus hbertatibua & liberia consuetudmibus, quas homi- 
Des de Bristow babent apad Bni»tow, k per tMam terrain meam. , Tes- 
ttbasWUlo. daBnuMa^.R^gindeCurteuar. Hug. de Qundvill. Willo. 
Filio Andelmi^ RuimL de Canvilla. Hug. de Creikwi. Reg. de Pavill. 
Ap&d Divelin. 

+ B ManuBcriptis ia Biblioth. quondam episoopi Sterne. 

Henricas res, &c. aidsSepiscopiH, kc, tiulutem. Sciatis me con* 
c^isse bnrgensibiia mieis di9 Diveliu quod sint quieti de Tholonio d: 
Passagip et Pontagio & •■mibua cooauetudiaibus per tolam terram 
ineam AnglUs & Normaimivv WailisB & Hiberniae, ubicunque venerint 
ipsi & res eonim, Qtlare TOb Sc firmiler pnecipio quod habeapt om- 
M liberutes St ^lisslaiidaa fr Kbaraa consuetudines sua.-) pleoe & houo- 
f'ffkt mom mei hberi k fidelea homifiea, & sint quieti de Tboioaio if 
Paasagio ^ Pontaeio k onni alia oonauetudine. Et [)i^ohibeo ne quia 
eos super hie deiuroet, coatra banc cbartam meam, super decern librarum 
forisfacturanu Testifausi &c. Apod sanctum La^diuum 
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fkif hfhl subjects. And as it was not easjr to induce 
his English subjects immediately to settle in these 
maritime towns, he pennitted the Ostmen to take 
possession of. Waterford*, to whom he granted a 
Charr: particular charter of denization, whereby fliey were 
Turr/ mvestcd with the rights and privileges df free «ub- 
B«™"^«g. jects, and for the ftiture to be governed by the laws 
11 Ed. 1. ^ jjjg realm ; which, by the way, affords a convinc- 
ing proof that the benefit of these laws was consi- 
dered as a special grace, and that they were by no 
mjsans panted in general to those who submitted, 
much less obtruded on any, as the great mark of 
(Conquest f 

For 

♦ Constat. Anno. 11. Edv.I. in Tair. Bermingh. Dublin. 

Edvardus, Dei gratia^ rex Angliae, dominns Hiberniae, & dux Aoqui*- 
tani^B, justiciario suo Hibernis & omnibus aliis bailivis & fidelibus suifi 
in Hibernia ad quos praesentes liters pervenirent Saluteni. Quia per 
t iDspectionem Gbartae doraini Henrici regis Blii Imperatrieis quondam 

Domini Hiberniae proavi nostri, nobis constat quod Oustmanni Doatri 
Waterford legem Anglicoriitn in Hibernia habere, & secundum iatara 
legem judicari ac daiuci debent; vobis mandamus, quod Gilleofarist 
I Macgillemory, Winielmum & Johannem Macgillemory, & alios Oust- 

mannos de civitate & comitatii Waterford, qui de predictis Oustman* 
liis praedicti domini Henrici proavi nostri originem auxerinty l^gem An- 
glicorum in partibus iUis, juxta tenorem Cbartas praedictas habere, & eoa 
secundum ipsam legem, quantum in nolns est, dedud faciatis, donee aliud 
de consilip nostro induxerimus ordinandum. Teste meipso,apud Actoa- 
BumelL quinto dieOctobris, Anao regni nostri undedmo. 

f It appears from several ancient records, that on the gradual submis- 
fliion of the Irish lords to the crown of England, some of the most dis- 
tinguished among them were admitted, though with some restricdolis, to 
tde benefit of English laws, as an especial grace and favour. Urns in thcf 
archives of Bermingham Tower, Ann. 3, Ed II. there is the following 
plea, which I find copied in the Lambeth MSS. M. No. 617.— Praedio. 
** tus Gulielmus O'Kelly est Hibernicus & non de sanguine aiit pragenie 
** eoram qui gaudeant We Anglicaua, quoad hrevia fwianda. Qui sunt 
*' O'Nei^le de Ultonia, 0*Connochur de Connaghta, (XBrien de Thou 
^' mondia, O'Malacblin de Midia, &Mao-Mom>ughdeI«gema.*' iind 
in the pleas of the crown during this reign, there is repeated mentton of 
the f'ive Families, ^^ Quinque sanguines, quigaudent 1^ Anglicaua."-^ 

It 
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For tlie better execution of the laws of Eug- Antku 
land, it appears that Henry made a division of thei^ ***^ 
district8, now subject to him, into shires or counties, 
which was afterwards improved and enlarged, as 
the extension of the English settlements, and the 
eircttmstances of the country required. Sheriffs 
were of consequence appointed both for the coun« 
ties and cities, with judges itinerant, and other 
ministers of justice, officers of state, and every 
appendage of English government and English law. 
And these institutions seem to have been a part of 
Henry's first compact with the adventurers, and to 
have immediately attended his grant of their old 
polity and privileges ; for in the first charter to the 
citizens of Dublin, executed before his departure 
from this city, we find mention, of his Justices,, 
Sheriffs, and other Officers. To complete the whole 
system, a chief governor, or representative of the 
iung, was necessarily appointed, who was to exercise 
the royal authority,, or such parts of it as might be 
committed to him, in the kmg's absence ; and as Stat. At. 
the present state of Ireland, and the apprehensions ^ ^»cl^ 
of war or insurrection made it peculiarly necessary 
to guard iELgainst sudden accidents, or extraordinary 
coQtingencies, it was provided, by what is called a 
Statute of Henry Pitz-Empress, tnat in case of the 
death of any chief governor, the chancellor, trea- 
surer, chief justices, and chief baron, keeper of the 
rollsa»i I kings serjeant at law, should be empow- 
ered, with consent of the nobles of the land, to felect 
a successor, who was to exercise the full power and 
authority of this office, until the royal pleasure 
should be further known. Henry had now the 

more 

It is not asserted either in history, or in any rec6iid that I have seen; 
bat it seems probable that Henry the Second aet the example ofgrantins^ 
this especial and.distniguished privilege to the most eminent of the Irujtlir 
mmilias who aabmitted to him ; for we shall find O^Brien of Thomond 
nminded thai by his subminsion to this prince, he was admitted to the 
BUte and dignity of the hix^^A baron. 
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more leisure to project such schemes of government^ 

Qirali ^^ * remarkabhr severe and tempestuous Mrkitcr 

Climb, prevented him from any attempts to reduce tliose 

parts of Ireland^ ^hich had not yet acknowledged his 

authority. 

The continual storms having put a stop to all 
Navigations the king had not for a considerable 
H^ time received the least intelligence from England 
or Normandy ; till, at length, on his arrival at Wex- 
ford^ after a residence of three months in Dublin, 
he met couriers, who brought the most alarming 
advices ; That two cardinals, Albert and Theodme, 
delegated by the Pope, had arrived in Nonnandy 
the year before^ to make inquisition into the deatn 
of fiecket; that waiting the arrival of Henry, 
ttntiltheir patience was exhausted, they now sum- 
moned him to appear without delay, as he would 
avert the dreadml sentence of excommunication, 
and preserve his dominions from a general interdict. 
Sudi denunciations were of too much consequence 
to admit a longer residence in Ireland. He ordered 
his forces, and the officers of his household^ to 
embark without delay, reserving three ships for 
the conveyance of himself and his immediate at- 
tendants. 

He was now to leave a country which, from his 
first appearance, afforded him the fairest prospect of 
success; but of which, a very considerable part, in- 
cluding all the western and the northern quarters of 
die island, he had not yet visited, much less reduced. 
He had built no number of forts to secure the ac- 
quisitions already made, or to awe the turbulent and 
nckle inhabitants ; and he was to leave earl Richard 
behind, a powerful subject, to strengthen and en- 
crease his influence in a country where it was 
already formidable, whose concessions were suppos- 
ed not to have been the effects of 'duty and attach- 
ment, and who waited but for the absence of his royal 
master (as the jealousies of Henry suggested) to im- 
prove the advantages he had acquired, and to as- 
HUfae an independent sovereignty. In this perplex- 
ing 
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mg^ gitnation^ he had but a few days to make tke 
necessaiy ditspositiaiis for the seourity of his Iridk 
interests. He addressed himself to the. oiig:mal 
English adventurers, and by grants and promised 
laboured to detach them Sfrom Strongbow, and bindGirald. 
them firmly to himself, and to his service. ToC*mb, 
make amends for what he had taken from Fits^* 
Stephen, he granted him a considerable district iii 
the neighbourhood of Dublin, to be held by 
kni^ht's-swvice, at the same tirtie entrusting the 
maritime towns, with especial caution, to his awri 
immediate dependents. Waterford was committed Rega% 
to Humphry de Bohun, Robert Fiftz*Bernard, and 
Hugh de Gundville, with a train of twenty knights. 
In Wexford were stationed Williq.m Fite-Aiidelm; 
Philip of Hastings, and Philip de Braosfii, with a 
, like number of atteiidante. Before hi» departure 
from Dublin he had promised, and, now executed, 
an important grant to Hugh de Lacy of all the ter- 
ritory of Meath, where there was no fortified place, 
and where of conseqneuee no particular peservation Pat. to 
was necessary; to be held of him and' hisi hoir^, by Hen, IL 
the service of fifty knights, in as full a manu^ as 
it had been enjoyed by Murchard Hu-Melaghlitt, \ 

or any other. He also constituted this lora bis 
governor of DubBn, with a guard of twenty 
knights. Robert Pitz-Stephen, and Maurice Pita- 
Gerald, were made his coadjutors, with an equal 
train ; arid these, with others of the first advento^ 
rers^ under the pretence of an honorable appoint-^ 
ment, were thus obliged to reside at Dublin, aub^Kfgvi. 
ject to the immediate inspection of De Lacy, Wq*'*|?' 
whom Henry seems to have placed his chief confix *"^ * 
dence! In the neighbourhood *of e^ch eity, lands 
were assigned for the maintenance 6f the knights 
find soldieri?, A qastle? was directed to be buirt in 
Dublin, and fovtr 0sses in other convenient places ; 
and sensible of the advantages to be gained by the 
Valour and activity of private adventurers, thekii^ 
reaJdiLy yielded to the request <^ JiAn de GoOTcy^ Sf 
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baron dintinguished by hia enterprizing geniua and 
^*^^^ abilities in war^ and granted him the entire province 
of Ulster^ provided he could reduce it by force of 
arms. 

Hating thus made bislllspositions in Ireland as 
eflfectually as the is h i i r t space of three weeks could 
permit, Henry turned his attention to more press- 
mg, and at present more important objects. Id 
granting large tracts to the most enterprizing^ of 
his nobles, he pursued the same measures which 
William the Conqueror had taken for extending 
his territories on the Marches of England. It was 
a method evidently well calculated for making con- 
quests without expence to the crown, not for pre- 
serving peace in a country once subdued, or quiet- 
ing the jealousies of an absent prince, who had 
learned suspicion from bis experience of mankied. 
The misfortunes which Ireland felt for ages, maybe 
fifiirly imputed to the present fiital interruption of 
Henry's progress. The folly and the insolence, the 
injustice, baseness, and ingratitude of his avowed 
and secret enemies recalled him from an engage- 
ment worthy of his abilities. He embarked at 
A. D. Wexford on the feast of Easter, and landed in 
Q-^^d. P^^^^^^^^^^^^^ where it was the first care of this 
Camb. prin^^^j ^ho lay under the heavy displeasure of the 
church, to march on foot to the Cathedral of Saint 
David, and there perform his devotions, with an 
ostentation of piety and humility. Hence he passed 
on with the utmost speed, and with his eldest son, 
whose secret practices against an indulgent fatlier 
he had but too good reasons to suspect, proceeded 
to meet the cai^inals in Normandy. Their first 
requisitiotp were so haughty and exorbitant, that 
Henry brdke up the assemoly, deckring that he 
would return to Ireland, where he had much to do, 
and leave them to execute their legantine commis- 
HoTcden. gjon ng they n\ight. This spirited answer produced 
another congress, and another treaty, upon terms 
kss unrea^nabK ^^^ injurious. And when the 
articles of accomniodation were adjusted, che king's 

sub- 
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submissions accepted^ and his absolution pronounc- Bromptop 
ed, Pope Alexander readily consented to seal this re- 
conciliation^ by confirming the grant of Ireland 
made by Adrian. His bnef recites the propriety 
of allowing the juit acts of his predecessors^ and 
the ^fls made by the late pope to Henry, of the 
dommion of Ireland: ratifymg the same with the * 
reservation of Peter-pence^ and on £he former con* 
dition 'of reforming the barbarous natives^ and re« 
gukting their disordered thurcfa. 
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iyi'spositlan of the Jrifh thieflains.. .Murriage and death 
of' He ^'uini/.. .Ikinf cotifefs zcttn O^Kuarc. ^ Death of 
Cliuarc.. •Rebellion of ll^nrjfs Hom, nnd genefd insur- 
\rMion agdinst the king. • . ^tronghow ret ailed from Ire^ 
land.. .RexoU of the Irish lords.. .The king^s firces rfw- 
tressed and discontented.. .Mutual jealousies of Hercey 
and Raymond. . . Strongbow chief governor. . . He appoints 
Raj/mond general. . . His successes. . . He retires in discon- 
tent.. .Expedition to Munster.. .Defeat of the Ostmen,. . 
Rai/mond recalled^ . . Insur-rection and massacre at Water- 
ford. . .Raj/mond espouses the sister of earl Strongbow,. . 
Desolation ofMeath hy Roderic. . . His retreat. . .Limerick 
taken. ..Submission and treaty of Rodtric. . . Henry alami' 
ed by Mounimorres. . .Raymond commanded to attend him 
... Prepares to depart. . . Limerick besieged by O'Brien, . . 
Raymond prevailed on to march against him. . . His success- 
es in T^omond and Desmond. • .Death of Strongbow,.. 
JP^erfidy of O'Brien. . . Generous observation of king Henry 
. . .Character of Strongbou by the Irish annalists. . .and by 
GiraUus. . . Raymond and Fitz-Andelm chief governors. . . 
Arrival of Vivian the legate. . . Bulls of Adrian andAkx^ 
ander promulged. . . Character and conduct of Fitz-Andelm. 
Expedition ofDe Cot/rcy into Ulster. . . His exploits. . * In- 
vasion ofConnaught by Cogan unsuccessful. ^^ .Divisions of 
the Irish chieftain^. . .And miserable condition of the whole 
island. 

A.D, Henry at Ws departure, as Davies justly 
1773. obser\'es, lett not one true subject behind 
him, more than he found on coming over. The 
Irish chieftains tvho had submitted to become his 
vassals with so much levity and indifference, were 
little solicitous to adhere to their submissions any 
fcfei^? than terror or necessity might oblige them. 
But as the impression made by the power and great- 

• ♦ ness 
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ness of their new soverdgn was yet lively and forci- 
ble; as their local feuds and jealousies had never 
been suspended ; and as the English settlers had not 
as yet discovered any desig;n ot extending their ac^ 
quisitions^ the territories of the new adventurers were 
for awhile unmolested^ and seemed to wear an atp- 
)earance of security and peace. Strongbow found ®»ld. 
limself at leisure to retire to Fems^ in order to do- 
emnize the marriage of his daughter with Robert 
de Quiny^ one of the nobles who had engaged in 
the Irish war^ whom he created constable and stan* 
dard^bearer of Leinster^ with a considerable grant Regan/ 
of lands. But Quiny did not long enjoy his hq- 
nours and estate ; for the earl^ some time after^ be* 
ing obliged to march into Ofally> to exact his tri- 
bute from a refractory vassal ; his forces on their 
return were attacked in tlie rear^ and the standard.* 
bear^ with some others fell in the fury of the first 
sudden assault 

Lacy proceeded^ in consequence of his late Ibid. 
grants to make such dispositions in Meath as mi^ht 
secure the subjection of this district. He parceUed 
out his lands to his friends and adher^ats^ in order 
to establish a powerful English settlement^ and be- 
gan to erect forts to keep the jold inhabitants in 
awe. In the prcwinces ceded to Henry or his sub- 
jects^ or afterwards gained by their arms^ certain 
Irish natives^ of the most distinguished families^ 
were by the king's licence and command suffered to 
reside and enjoy certain portions of their old possesr 
^ipns^ to pi^ tribute to the crown/ a^ feodaries^ but 
were not as subjects governed by the law of Eng- 
land. Thus some of the descendants of the family 
of Mac Murchad were for many years resident in 
Leinster^ as well as some inferior chiefs, who pro- 
fessed at least to be tributaries to the king of EngT 
land^ but governed their different septs according 
to their old native institutions. This, which is ex- 
pressly affirmed by Finglas, in hi^ Brc^viate of Ire- 
land^: a}^ear9 eviqeiitly from the tenor of history. 

Vol, I, M (Kod 
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and from innumerable public records of this king- 
dom. In like manner, notwithstanding the exten*- 
sive ffrant of M eath to Hugh de Lacy, O'Ruarc of 
Brefmey still enjoyed the eastern part of this pro- 
vince by virtue of the arrangements made by Rode- 
ric. And this proud and violent chieftain could not 
but regard the present project of an extensive Eng- 
lish settlement m Meath with an indignant jealousy. 
He found, or isouj^ht some octesion to complain of 
Injuries done to his interests or propertv by the new 
GirakL settlers. He repaired to Dublin, and df^nanded re- 
dress from Lacy; but the pi'etensioiis on each side 
being discussed without any final agreement, a day 
HfBs appointed for another conference to be held on 
the hill of Taragh. This wai agreeable to the old 
Irish custom, of adjuisting accidental differences by 
a meeting 6f the chiefs, At a distance firom their res- 
pective residences, and on some eminence where 
they might be most secure from treachery. The Eng^ 
lish historians formally relate, that the night before 
this conference, Griffith, nephew to Maurice Pitz- 
Gerald, dreamed that he saw a number of wild boars 
rush on Lacy and his uncle, and that one more 
horrid than the rest would have slain them, if he 
had not rescued them by killing the monster ; that, 
alarmed by this dream, he would have dissuaded 
them from the intended interview; but thiat Lacy 
dighted his superstitious fears. It indeed requirecl 
no dream or vision to create fears and suspicions on 
occasion of these parleys, which frequently ended in 
bloodshed, and to which the parties alwavs came 
prepared against violence or treachery. Th0chiefk 
arrived on the place appointed, and engagements 
being made on each side to preserve peace and ami- 
ty, they met, with a few attendants, while the rest 
of their liespective trains were appointed to retire at 
due distance. Griffith is said to have been so pos- 
sessed with his dream, that he chose out seven of 
his associates of distinguished valor, whom he 
dr^w as near to the place of interview as hq might 
*^ ' - li^hout 
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without su^cion^ ready to advance^ if there shoMld 
be occasion for Uieir service. In the mean tim? 
they continued, u^der the pretence of amusement, 
to ride in tournament round the field. Lacy and 
Fitz-Gerald on one side, and the Irish chieftain on 
the other, proceeded in their conference without any 
prospect of accommodation, 'till. O'Ruftrc retiring, 
as it is saidj under the pretence of necessity, gav^ 
the signal to his party, who rushed up the hill, whil^ 
their ^der returned with a countenance of deadly 
WTath and fury. Fitz-Gerald drew his sword ; and 
scarcely had he called to Lacy to defend himself 
when O'Ruarc assailed him furiously with his but- 
tle-axe. His interpreter interposed, and was. slain ; 
Lacy was twice beaten to the grojmd, but rescued 
by Fitz-Gerald : the English party was at hand, and 
soon repelled the assailants. O'Kuarc in his retreat 
attempted to gain his horse, but, as he mounted, 
was killed by Griffith. His three equemes shared 
the same fate; and his whole train was pursued with 
considerable slau^^hter. The circumstance of th^ 
dre£un, and the mmuteness with which this transac- 
tion is related, n;iight create some suspicions that 
the English party were nql entirely clear from bein^ 
the aggressors, and that care was taken to frame 
their narrattve, or gt least to aggravate the miscon* 
duct of the Irish. However .this tnay be, the event 
was particularly favourable to Lacy, as it fr^ed him 
from a turbulent and dangerous rivai, O'Ruarc.Wfis 
considered as a traitor tind rebel, and his head s^fit 

into England to the king. •« 

Incidents of this kind, however plausibly reprcr 
sented^ were by the natives considered in the most 
odious light. They warmly retorted the ,charge of 
treachery upon the foreigners ; and every day pro* 
duced complaints of their injustic^, cruelty, and op- 
pression, wherever they had any intercourse witli 
the native inhabitants. In many instances . such 
complaints.must have been just; for several of the 
English leaders were proud^ indigeptt, and mpacious ; 

but 
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bat iivhether just or no^ at the same time that they 
discovered the enmity of the Irish^ they also served 
to confirm and inflame it; and the present critical 
situation of king Henry g^ve both opportunity and 
encouragement to these proud and resUess natives to 
aVow their animosity. 
Hume. The spirit and address which had extricated him 
^P^*^ from his controversy with the pope, seemed to con- 
firm his grandeur and felicity. A numerous pro- 
geny ^ve both lustre and authority to his crown* 
The king's precaution in establishing the several 
branches of his femily seemed well calculated to 
prevent all jealousies among the brothers, and to 
perpetuate the greatness of his royal line. He had 
ordered Henry, his eldest son, to be crowned king, 
and had appointed him suqcessor to the kingdom pf 
England, the dutchy of Normandy, and the coun- 
ties of Anjou, Maine, and Touraine ; to Richard 
and Geoff ry were assigned their respective territories; 
and Ireland >vas probably destined for the appanage 
of John, his fourth son, although the king might 
not as yet have declared his intentions. He* also 
negotiated a marriage in favor of- this last prince 
with Adelais, daughter of the count of Savoy and 
Maurienne, and was to receive as her dowry very 
considerable demesnes in Piedmont, Savoy, Bresse, 
and Dauphiny. But this exaltation of his family 
excited the jealousy and envy of his neighbours; 
^ and thci^e very sons, whose fortune he was so anxious 
to establish, were made the hieans of disturbing bis 
government, and embittering his future days. 

To cement his accommodation with &e French 
king, Henry had consented that the ceremony of 
crowning bis eldest son should be repeated, toge- 
t|ier with his consort Margaret, a princess of Prance ; 
«nd aUoM ed them to visit their fatncr-in-law at Paris, 
who sought this opportunity of inflaming the ambi- 
tion of young Henry. Although it had been the 
constant custom of France, ever-since the accession 
oi rtie Capetian. linCj to crown the son during the 

life- 
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life-time of the fether, without conferring on him 
any present participation of royal dominion^ yet 
Louis took pains to persuade his son-in-law that he 
had now a title to real sovereignty, and prevailed 
on him at his return to make a formal demand, that 
either the crown ' of England or the dutchy of 
Norrnandy, should be immediately resigned to him. 
The extravagant proposal was rejected ; the prince 
expressed his discontent in terms highly undutiful ; 
and returning clandestinely to Paris, was protected 
and supported by the French monarch. 

In the first surprize and alarm at tjiis event, from 
which king Henry expected some distressing con- 
sequences, he received intelligence of new misfor- 
tunc^s. Eleanor his queen, provoked at the infide- 
lities of her husband, seized this occasion of inter- 
esting her sons Richard and GeoflTry in hex resent- 
ments ; persuaded them that they also were intitled 
to present possession of the territories assigned to 
them, engaged them to fly secretly to the court of 
France, and was herself meditating an escape to the 
same court, when she was arrested by Henry's 
order in her disguise of man's apparel, and confined. 
The combination of these princes against an indul- 
gent father had been projected, and was openly 
countenaticedTby Louis. Prinpes were not ashamed 
to espouse their unnatural quan'els. Barons, dis- 
gusted by a vigilant goverattient, were more desirous 
of being ruled by young princes, ignorant of public 
afiairs, remiss in their conduct, and profuse in their 
grants ; and as the king had ensured to his sons 
the succession to every particular province in his do- 
minions, the nobles had no dread of iidhering to 
those who, they knew, must sioimetime become flieir 
sovereigns. Prompted by these motives, many of 
the Norman nobility had deserted to bis son Henry. 
The Breton and Gascon baroi^s embraced the quar- 
rel of Richard and Geoffry. The disaflTection had 
^read through England. The earls of Leicester 
and Chester/ in particular, declared openly againit 

the 
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. the king. The counts of Flanders^ Bologne, Blois^ 
and Eu, were prompted by jealousy of Heniy's 
greatness, and tne hopes of advantage from the m* 
considerate promises and jgrants of an ambitious 
youth, to unite with the kmg of France. William 
king of Scotland, also joined in the confederacy ; 
so that Henry now saw the storm of war and rebel- 
lion rising in every quarter of his extensive domi- 
nions. Although tne pope had been prevailed on to 
denounce his censure against the rebellious, princes 
and their adherents, yet Henry soon found Uiat his 
effectual resource must be in his own activity and 
valor. He employed those treasures he had pru- 
dently reserved, in hiring twenty thousand of those 
mercenary troops called Brabancons, whose profes- 
sion it was to fight for any prince who would engage 
them. At the same time ne found it necessary to 
withdraw several of his garrisons from Ireland, as 
well as to claim the attendance of some of his biu-ons 
and commanders in this country. Earl Richard flew 
to his assistance in Normandy with such alacrity and 
zeal, that Henry, convinced of his attachment^ en- 
trusted him with the government of Gisors. 
Girald. Thb first accounts of a powerful confederacy 
formed against the king of England were received 
by the Irish chieftains with the utmost joy ; and no 
sooner had earl Richard and the other English lords 
departed, than they openly disavowed their late sub- 
missions, and boldly denounced the vengeance of an 
injured people against the remains of their invaders. 
The English anny was not only weakened, but mu- 
tinous and discontented. It had been entrusted to 
,the command of Hervey of Mountmorres, to whom 
Raymond le Gross was second in authority; and 
these leaders were by no means united with that 
firmness and cordiality which their common interest 
required.- Hervey was proud, impatient of a rival, 
and jealous of his influence ; rigid and severe in his 
discipline, he restrained the soldiers from plunder- 
ffig, a libeily which they claimed as in some sort 

necessary 
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necessary to supply the deficiencies of their pay. 
Rayinondj of more conciliating manners, more in- 
dulgent to the passions and necessities of the soldiery, * 
for whose welmre and security he appeared eminent- 
ly solicitous; gentle to their faults, and affecting 
rather to appear their companion than their com- 
mander ; neither delicate in his fare, nor curious in 
his apparel^/^heerfully sharing all the hardships of 
a military life. He was of consequence more' be- 
loved ; and the envy of Mountmorres was enflamed' 
by his popularity. Their mutual jealousies pre- 
vented any effectual opposition to the spirit now 
raised among the Irish princes, and might have 

E roved fatal to the English interest, had not Henry ^ 
een soon enabled to provide a remedy for the evil* 
He summoned earl Strongbow to attend hini at' 
Rouen, and communicated his intentions of com- 
mitting the affairs of Ireland to his sole direction. 
The earl expressed the utmost alacrity to serve his 
royal master; but observed, that he had already ex- * ' 

perienced the envy and malignity of his secret ene- 
mies ; that, if he should appear in so distinguished a 
character as that of the king's deputy in Ireland, 
their insidious practices would be renewed, and his 
conduct misrepresented and maligned. He therefore 
requested that a collogue might be appointed in' 
the commission, and recommended Raymond as a 
person of approved loyalty and abilities, as well as 
highly acceptable to the soldiery. Henry replied; ^ 

with aa appearance of regard and confidence, eX-* 
torted from him by his present circumstances, that 
he had his free consent to employ Raymond hi any 
service he should deem necessary, not as a colleague, 
but an assistant; thht he relied entirely on the earl, 
and implicitly^ entrusted every thing to his direction. 
To reward his services, and enliven his zeal, he 
granted him the town of Wexford, together with a 
fort erected at Wicklow ; attd thus dismissed hira ^ 
with the most gracious expressions of favor. 
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The earl landed at Dublin^ where he was re- 
ceived with the respect due to the royal commission. 

Bi(an. He signified the king's pleasure that Robert Fitz* 
Bernard^ with the garrison of Waterford, should in- 
stantly embark^ and repair to Normandy ; and that 
Robert Fitz-Stephen, and Maurice de Prendergast, 
should attend the service of their liege lord in Eng: 
land ; and agreeably to the king's instructions took 
on him the custody of Dublin and Waterford, as 
well as of his own city of Wexford. Hugh de 
Lacy, and Milo de Cogan, were, with the other 
lords, commanded to repair to England for the 
service of the king; and while the forces, who were 
, to support the government of earl Strongbow, were 
thus considerably weakened, their discontents were 
at the same time enflamed to the utmost, and he had 
the mortification to hear the boldest remonstrances 
against the conduct of his uncle Moimtmorres. The 
soldiers presented themselves in a body before ^e 

GinUL earl, requiring that Raymond le Gross should be 
appointed to command them; if not, they threat- 
ened to return to their native countiy, or to engage 
in the service of the Irish chiefs, who were now in 
arms, and ready for hostilities. Strongbow was too 
sensible of the difficulties of his present situation not 
to comply with these demands, however insolent, 
and not only to grant their favourite general, but 
also to engage them in some expeditions which might 
afford plunder, as he had imprcJvidently dissipated 

A, D. the sums assi^ed for their pay. Raymond was 

116^ therefore appomted to march mto Ofally to chastise 
the defection of some petty lords of this district. 
He over-ran, and ravaged the country without resist- 
ance ; and proceeding with histbooty to Lismore, 
committed the like depredations in this city and the 
adjacent lands. On his return by the sea-side, he 
found some vessels at anchor, which he directed to 
|)e laden with the spoil, in order to convey it to the 
town of Waterford. The wind was for som6 time 
contrary, which encouraged the men of Cork, who 

had 
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had been acquainled with these transactions^ to form 
thediiiign ot destroying this little fleet of transports. 
The necessities of Henry having obliged him to 
withdraw the English garrison from this city^ it had 
been resumed by Mactirthy of Desmond ; and now 
the inhabitants^ to manifest their zeal against his 
enemies, hastily fitted out thirty barks, and fell with 
the utmost fury on the English detachment, which 
had not yet weighed anchor. Their assault, how- 
ever sudden and unexpected, was sustained with due 
spirit; and the death of their commander, who fell 
by the arm of a gallant Welshman, soon decided 
the contest in favor of the English. They took 
eight vessels from the enemy, and sailed in triumph 
to their place of destination. Raymond had been 
informea of this action, and was hastening to the 
suppcHrt of his party vnth a select body of twenty 
knights aqd sixty hors^men^ when he suddenly 
found himself encountered by the prince of Des- 
mond, who on his part was equally solicitous to sup* 
poft his vassals of Cork. The Irish chief, how- 
ever, was soon obliged to retire; and Raymond 
after some inconsiderable attempts to ^disturb hini 
in his march, and to seize his prey, entered Water-^ 
ford in all the pomp of a victorious general. 
' Trivial as these actions were, they confirmed the 
opinion which the soldierv had conceived of their 
new general, served to supply their present necessities^ 
' and seemed the prelude to more important successes. 
Raymond hims^f appears to have entertained no 
indifferent opinion of his own services. He was 
now in the very height of popularity, and deter- 
mined to avail himself of this advantage. He had Ragafl. 
conceived a passion for Basilia, $ister to earl Richard, 
and took the present occasion to- demand her in 
marriage, together with the post of constable, and 
standara-bearer of Leinster, during the minority of 
a daughter of Robert de Quiny, the late son-in-law 
of Strongbow. The earL pirobably from a jealousy 
Vol. I N of 
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of the* thing power and infltteiice of this lord, 
received his overture with ft coldness and reserve 
which sufficiently expre^ed hisdisfipprobfttion. Ray- 
mond^ provoked and mortified^ retired almiptty 
into Wales^ under pretence of taking possession of 
some lands devolved to him by the death of im 
father ; and the army was once ag»in entrusted to 
the command of Hervey of Mountmorres. 
Oirald. Hervey Was but too sensible how much bis owta 
character had been obscured by the superior iustre 
of his rivals and now determined to engsG^ in isome 
brave enterprize, 'tvhich nlight regain him the mf- 
fectiohs of the soldiery/and emuMte the successes 
of le Gross. He repres^rted to earl Sti^Migbow the 
necessity of speedily repressinfg'Aat spirit of rtvolt 
and ihstirrectioti which had appeared among the'Irish 
princes; and as the dispositiohs lately made in 
Meath i^eemed to Itaveestabti^ed an effectual fanrrier 
against the king of Comtaught^ he i^ivised him to 
hend his whole force agaittst'the insurgents of 
Munster, and by chastising their revohy.and rei]Jpc- 
ing them to due obedience, to strike terror into 
those who were equally disaffected, but had not yet 
dared to commence hostilities. Tbe earl, whose 
genius Was better fitted to "adopt andexeeste, tJian 
toYottn a plan of operations, - readily yielded to 
these instances, and* in conjunction wi&i Mounts 
morres, led*acoiisidei*able bodyof forces to the city 
of Cashel. 'When their troops had been here re-" 
vieW€^, ^and infoiniatibn receivcid ^ <he ' postnre 
' and numbers of the enemy, Hervey prevailed upon 
him, in »6rder to give their armament 'a more bril- 
liant and formidable appearance^ to dispktch his 
orders to Dublin, that a considerable ^patty of the 
g^irrison, consisting of Ostmen, who had ei^aged 
in the servijce of the English, slioiifd. Without de- 
lav^ join their main body, ^sthis detachment 
advanci^d, the feme of its motions spread^^ough 
the country, and was ednveyedtfinto the quarters of 

' the 



ik^ mmot^ ^'Jfixii^n of Th9njK>n4, a valiant %nd 
s9g;q(lliQi^ f^k^efte^ and implacably averi^ to the 
Ei^li&h int^res^, f^Qpe^ved ik^ design of cuttjils; 
off ti^ body;^ ^ the qio$t efft^ctual m^^si of weak- 
ei^)ff aisd d^pviticig the eu^qiy. He sufiered theAnn.UH« 
OfitKi^m to. advance as %* as to Thurles^ ai^d ^ere^^- 
t^ ^(^anipt in 9^ st^te of car^le^ security^ vikexx fall- 
V)g,9ii4de«Jly uppQL ^^ff^ he wreaked hijg fUry upon 
Bsi^ i^Uieirly U9|i(?epar4|i for defeqce. ("our faijuidred 
of the det^phi^ent^ ^gather with their four pi:inci<* 
fiftj coiiunaiid^r&, were s^ughtered upon the field ; 
and, to cQmplfBte the triumph of O'Brien^ earl 
Hich^id^ on reeeiving the intelligence of this mis- 
fortiuie,^ i;?tii?ed; \rith a^U, tli^ precipitation of s^ rout- 
eJ geiier^ afid tlffe^ hiipself for safety into Wa- 
terford* 

Thm disgrace of the BngMsh arms, which was 
magnified by fsime i^to a decisive victory obtained 
over §trongbow and his united powers*, ^erv^d as^ 
a signal to the disaffected Irish to rise up in arms. 
Several of the Leinster ctyeftains, who had lately 
made their submissions, ahd bound themselves to 
the service of kin®* Henry, openly disclaimed all 
tlieir enga^eiiiie^ts. Even Donald Kevanagk, son' 
of the late King Dennod, who had hitherto adhered 
to the Eiiglish even in their utmost difficulties, now 
declared against them, and asserted a title to the 
kingdom ^of Leinster ; while Rodenc, on his part 
was active in^ uniting the princes of Ulster, thena-Rega«. 
tive lords of Meath, and other chiefs, agkinst their 
, comioon cueniy. , . 

Strongbow 

* The Irish anmilists assure us, that on the report of Strongbow'g 
march into Munster, Roderic advanced with an army ixxio Ormonde in 
order to oppose him : that the news of his approach determined the £n§*> 
lish leaders to send to Dublin for a reinforcement ; that this reinforc<»^ 
utent arriving safe, Strongbow led his powem to the plain of Durlus ; 
th^t he here engaged 0'3rien and Dal-pais, the array of Jer-Con- 
naught, and the invincible army of Gil-Mulredhy, under the comiDpnd 
of Connor Moenmoy, son of Roderic, and was defeated with the loss, 
of S9vea hundred {or aeventeon hundred) men. Ann. La^ea. X^JS. 
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Ann. Strombsow wfts "wtH acquainted with the fickle- 

**SS- ness of the Irish ; and justly sensible of the conse- 
quences of beings reduced to act on the defensive^ 
instead of seeking his enemies in their own territo- 

VjBg^. ries. He had also reason to aj^rehend a revival 
of discontent and mutiny amongst his own soldiers. 
He therefore^ without tne least hesitation or delay^ 

Girald. sent into Wales^ earnestly entreating Raymond to 
return with such forces as hfe coukf procure^ and 
freely offering to gratify him in all his late demands. 
Nothing coum be more flattering to Raymond thaa 
this application. He was called to relieve his coun^ 
trymen from the distress in which they had been 
itivolved by his rival ; he was acknowledged to be 
their great resource in all alarming cifcumstances ; 
and the earl^ who had proudly refused to grant him 
his sister in marriage^ was now reduced to court him 
to accept her hand. He made his pr^arations 
with all the speed and alacrity of a man prompted 
by the powerful motives of love^ pride^ and ambi- 
tion; and collecting thirty leaders of his own 
kindred J one hundred horsemen^ and three hundred 
archers^ all hardy and well-appointed Welshmen, 
embarked in twenty tran^ports^ and steered his 
course to Waterford. 

If we may believe Giraldus^ nothing could^have 
been more criticallv seasonable than his arrival. The 
townsmen, naturally averse to the English invaders, 
provoked by their rigorous oppressions, and en- 
couraged by their present weakness and apparent 
distress, are said to have formed the desperate pur- 
pose of freeing themselves from their masters by a 
general massacre; but at the very moment of exe- 
cution, Raymond's fleet appeared in the harbour, 
and suspended the attempt. Whether they .were 
either bold enough, or strong enough to have really 
formed such a scheme against a considerable, and to 
them a formidable army, certain it is that they en- 
tertained a malignant aversion against the English, 
and waited but a fair occasion to jdliscover it, as was 

soon 
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soon experienced. At the first interview between 
Raymond and edrl Richard^ it was agreed to march 
without delay to Wexford, probably to give some 
check to the spirit of rebellion, which had appeared 
in Leinster. The garrison left at Waterford, litUe 
suspecting any violence or treachery within the 
walls, acted with the confidence of men surrounded 
with their friends and adherents, and thus favoured 
the designs of their secret enemies. Their com- 
mander crossing the Sure in a small bark, was, with 
his few attendants, murdered by the mariners ; and 
no sooner had the news of this massacre reached the 
town, than all the English who could be found un<« 
armed, were suddenly assailed, and slaughtered with- 
out distinction of affe, sex, or condition. Those of 
the garrison, who bad opportunity to take arms, 
joined their associates in the citadel, called Reginald's 
Tower, and there not only defended themselves, but 
annoyed their besiegers with such spirit and address, 
as at length drove ^em from the city and reduced 
them to sue for peace with the most abject submis- 
sion, .^hey glossed over their late barbarity by such 
pretences as they could invent, and gladly complied 
with the most rigorous terms of accommodation that 
could be proposed, 

Wexford, in the mean time, was a scene of joy 
and festivity. Basilia, sister of earl Strongbow, had 
arrived thither with a magnificent train noni Dub- 
lin, and was solemnly espoused by Raymond, who 
received a large portion of lands as her dowry, and 
was invested with the office of constable, and 
standard-bearer of Leinster. But even in the midst 
offhe nuptial rites, intelligence arrived, that Rode- 
ric, at the head of a large confederate army, had 
suddenly passed the Shannon, entered the territory 
of Meath, where Hugh Tyrrel commanded in the 
absence of Lacy, expelled the English colonists, 
laid their settlements waste, obliged Ty irel to aban- 
don the forts lately erected, and burned them to the 
ground : so that ihe fiiry of his incursion had been 

felt 
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fek wan to the walls of Dublin. The occasiim 
was toa pres«ag to. admit of the least delay; so 
thai;, the veiy oaornio^ «&er thi^ celebration of his 
Quptiakj the bridc^oom wa« obliged to put o» his. 
amionr. He led his tro<^s to Dublin^ determined 
to seek these invaders; but the Iri^ chie£tains^ 
actuated by suddoia and transient MaafHressiow^ of 
passion, rather than any reasoi^ii^Ie and settled prin* 
eiple of duty or pubtic spirit^ were eoatent^ with 
the ^deyastatioii comimtted in Meatli, and by no 
means inclined to contmvie their hosl^ties. Rode- 
rick the leader of this undeteiimaedj ungoveni^, 
.and in united body^ found htoiself obliged to re- 
treat into his own province and leave the enemy to 
repair the havoc be had made. The earl and Ray- 
mond arrived tkne enough to precipitate the flight 
of some of the Ifish parties, by felling oa their rear, 
and killing one hundred and fifty. The settlement^ 

R^n. ii;i IVleath were re-established ; and Tyivel bad the 
chaise of rebuilding those fortsi which the Iristk h^ 
destroyed. 

This success, together with the death of Donald 
Kevanagh, who had been killed in an engagement 
with a party of his countrymen in the English ser- 
vice, awed the spirit of disaffection in Leinster, and 
established an appearance of order and tranquillity 
through the English territories, so as to leave earl 
Richard at leisure to advert to the aflTairs of Mun$* 
. ter, and to take measures feu* reducing the prince of 
Thomond, who possessed him^lf of Limerick, and 
continued to bid defiance to the English power. 

Ciirald. The siege of Limerick was undertajcen by Ray- 
mond, who, with a chosen body of about six hundred, 
marched against the revolted chieftain. They arriv- 
ed without opposition at the bank^ of the Shannon, 
which surrounds this city ; but here found the bridges 
broken, and their further approaches stopped by the 
rapidity of the stream. Two of their boldest knights 
adventured to pass where they con^pei^ed the river to 

be 
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be fordable, and with success^ but returning to en* 
courage and conduct their associates^ one of them 
was drowned. A third passed safely^ but found 
himsdf unsupported^ and exposed to the enemy; 
till Raymond advancing fh>m the rear^ spurred 
boldly through the river ; and his forces^ thus en- 
couraged/ fofiowed their leader without Anther he- ' 
sitation^ and gained the opposite bank^ with the losi 
of two only of their body. The enemy, who were 
pouring down to oppose their passage^ stopped with 
astonii^ment at this intrepidity^ and fled at once 
withont striking a blow. •• They were pursued by 
Ae English with' considerable slaughter, who thus 
becaime masters of the city without resistance. The 
soldiers w^re enriched by plunder^ and the repnta- 
tion ef their favourite general was encreased by this 
bold and successful adventure. 

In the mean time, Roderic, convinced by re- 
peatdd e^cperience of the instability and perfidy of 
his Mbordmate chieftains, an^ tbe ineffective nature 
of a vassal army, despaired of contending any long*- 
er, and determined to save his own province :«t least 
liroHithedepredationsof an incensed and victoricius 
enemy, by a submission. Yet not unconscious of 
his dignity^ he declined all application to ^earl 
StrongDOW^ and determined to treat immediately 
with the king of England. This monarch had, by 
the most extraordinary exertions of vigour and alw- 
Hties, happily eUided all the attempts of his ene- 
mies on the continent. His English rebels were 
subdued/ bis -sons had submitted, the king ef Sc<Ms 
had been defeated, was taken prisoner, and ot^iged 
to purchase his libeiiy at the expence of the antient 
independency of his crown ; and Henry now seated 
peacetibly in England, was forming schemes o^f le- 
gislation for improving and perpetuating the wel- 
fare of his kingdom. When he was attended at 
Windsor by tln^ee deputies of Roderic, Gathblicus^ 
archbishop of T«am, the abbot of saint Brandan^ 

and 
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and master Laurence^ as he is styled^ chancellor to 
the king of Cionnaught. 
Rymer, The terms of accommodation are still extant^ 
roLl. j^^jj shew what were Henry's ideas of a conquest^ 
and what kind of dominion he esteemed sufficient to 
denominate him lord of Ireland. 

RoDERic^ on his party consented to do homage^ 
and pay tribute, as liege-man to the king of Eng- 
land ; on which conditions he was allowed to hold 
the kingdom of Connaught, ' as well as his other 
lands and sovereignties in as ample a manner as he 
had enjoyed them before the arrival of Henry in 
Ireland. His vassals were to hold under him in 
peace, as long as they paid their tribute, and con- 
tinued faithful to the king of England; in which 
Roderic was to enforce meir due obedience, and 
for this purpose to call to his assistance the English 

fovemment, if necessary. The annual tribute to 
e paid was every tenth merchantable hide, as well 
from Cionnaught as the rest of the island, excepting 
those parts under the immediate dominion of the 
king of England and his barons, Dublin with its 
appurtenances, Meath with all its appurtenances^ 
Wexford and all Leinster, and Waterford with its 
lands, as far as to Dungarvan inclusive; in ^U 
\jrhich districts, Roderic was not to interfere, nor 
claim any power or authority. The Irish who had 
fled from hence, were to return, and either to pay 
their tribnte, or to perform the services j-equired by 
their tenures, at the option of their immediate 
lords; and if refractory, Roderic, at the requisi- 
tion of their lords, was to compel them to return. 
He was to take hostages from his vassals, such as 
he and his lie^e lord should think proper ; and on 
his part to deliver either these or others to^his lord, 
as Henry should appoint: His vassals were to 
furnish hawks and hounds annually to the English 
monarch, and were not to detain any tenant of his 

immediate 
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immediate demesnes in Ireland^ contrary to his 
royal pleasure and command^. 

This treaty was solemnly ratified in a grand conn- Hovadem 
cil of prelates and temporal barons^ among whom 
we find the archbishop of Dublin one of the subscrib- 
ing witnesses. As metropolitan of Leinster, he was 
now become an English subject^ and was probably 
summoned upon this occasion as one obliged to at- 
tend^ and who had a right to assist in the king^si 
great council. It is also observable that Henry noW 
treated with Roderic not merely as a provinciate 
prince, but as monarch of Ireland. This is evi- 
dently implied and supposed in the articles; aU 
though his monarchical powers and privileges were 
little more than nominal, frequently disregarded,^ 
and opposed by the Irish toparchs. Even by their 
submissions to Henry many of them renounced and 
disavowed the sovereignty of Roderic, in efifect. 
But now hidf supremacy seems to be industriously 
acknowledge^], that the present submission might 
appear virtually the submission of all the suborditiate 
princes, so as to invest Henry with the complete so- 
vereignty of the whole island. But the marks of 
tbis sovereignty were no more than homage and tri- 
bute ; in every other particular the regsd rights of 
Roderic are left inviolate. The English laws and go- 
vernment (as hath been already observed) were evi- 
dently to be enforced only in the English pale ; and 
even within this district the Irish tenant might live 

Vol. I. O in 

* At the same time that this treaty was concluded, HenrjTy as a mark 
of his soverdgiity, invested Augustin, an Irish eoclesiastic, with the 
bishopric of VViiterford, then vacant, and Erected him to be consecrated 
by the archbishops of Dublin and Cashel. Hoved. Brompt. 

^ This is the idea which the Ifish entertained of this treaty, aa ap* 
pears from the following extract from their annals. 

'' An. 1175. Cal^oiicus O'Dubhy came ou.t of England from the ' 

empKl^d^s son ; with the peace of Irdand and die royal sovereignty of 
<K Ireland to Rory O'Connor, and hia own Coigedh (province) to each 
proTtncial Idt^ hi Ireland^ and their itats to Rory.'' Aan. Lagra. MS. 
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in peace, as the subject of the Irish monarchy botmd 
only to pay his quota of tribute, and not to take 
arms against the king of England. 

This submission of Roderic, and his solemn re- 
cognition of Henry's sovereignty, promised additi- 
onal strength to the English interest in Ireland. ' But 
the jealousy and suspicion s^hich the king was evet 
reaciy to conceive of his barons in this kingdom^ 
once more threatened to embarrass and distress them . 
Hervey of Mountmorres, by marrpng tJie daugh- 
ter of Maurice Fitz-Gerald, and consiti-geitnan of 
Raymond, seemed to have formed a dieter and 
more friendly connexion with this lord.* A diaugh- 
Qiraid • ter of Slroilgbow was also given hi marriage to a 
youth of the house of Pitz-gerald. Maurice ham- 
self had lately returned fi'orn Wales, and was in- 
dulged >Vith a grant of Wickldw-castle, added to a 
district whic^ Henry had 'already given fafm in 
Offalhr. Other leaders of lieputation were rewarded 
by valuable possessions ; so that the English lords 
seemed tohq uniled more firttily than ever, and all 
nearly interested in extending and securing their set- 
tlements. But GiralAus assures us that the envy 
and discontent of Hervey still rankled in his breast; 
that he purposedly sought an alliance with thie 
daughter of Pitz-Gcrald, to insinuate himself into 

' the cdnfidence of Raymond, and watch the motions 
and deagns of his old rival. Whether he had re- 
ally observed any thing alarming in his conduct, or* 
whether malice and jealousy had invented matters 

' of complaint against him, his emissaries were se- 
cretly dispatched to Henry, by whom he mad^e the. 
most un&vourable representations of ttaymond*s 
conduct. They assured the king, thiat this loM 

evidently 
# 

* Giraldtts makes lh€ son of William Fkz -Gerald macry Ibe 9SLt\\ 
daughteu by the priilceas of ^Leinster, an infant of about four years old*, 
Bin all bistonaiis, and authtotic ^rpcords, agifee, Ihiit, this young la4]r. 
(the only child which Strongbow left by Eva) was at the age o^ four- 
ie«u, married to William earl Marshal. 
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evidently ^spired to an independent sovereijg^tjr iii 
Ireland ; that for tliis purpose lie had practised all 
tke{u^ pf factious popularity with too ^r6a.t siuc- 
cessj H^ud was no longer solicitous to conceal his 
aisloyal scVemes ; that he had secured Limerick to 
himself^ and in this and other cities l\m stationed 
garrisons d^svoted to his service, and swoin secretly 
to support his designs ; that the infectioiihad spread 
throu^ the whole army, which waited hut the com- 
mand of GLaymofid to engfige in any enterprize^ 
however repugiiant to the interest and authority of 
their prince. Such representations, urged with a 
ilaiisibie appearance, ai^d fair professiion of loyalty, ^ 
ly a baron of distinguished character and particular 
credit with tlie Mng^ ^nd couiitei^anced by the late 
tumultuous declara^tions of the army in favour of 
Raymond^ made the intended impression upon a 
prince who had ever dreaded this consequence from 
the encreasing power" and siiccess of the adventu- 
rers in Ireland. Four commissioners were immedi- 
ately dispatched to Dublin, Robert de Poer, Osbert 
of Hereford, William Bendeger, and Adam of Ger- , 
raa.Dy; two of whom were to conduct Raymond to 
the King, and two to remain in order to inspect the 
affairs c^ the kingdom, to watch the coi)duct of 
Stronarhpwi and to learn the dispositions of the 
other lords. 

Tn^ commissioners were received with due re- Girald. 
spect. Raymond, who saw the machinations of hi:^ ' 
secret en^ny, declared his readiness to obey the 
pI^Rure of his lii^ge loixl, and prepared for bis de- 
parture; but was for some time detained by con- 
traiy winds. In this interval intelligence arrives 
tiiatQ'Brien of Thoraond, the vigorous and fonni- 
dahie enemy of the English power, had laid siege to 
limerick, tlig^t the garrison stationed there luidor 
the cpmmaud of Mieyler of St. Dayid's had ex- 
hausted their proviisions, were cut off from all fur- 
ther supplies, aind must inevitaJbly perish either by 

. famine. 
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famine^ or the sword of an implacable enemy, ifnot 
immediately relieved. This intelligence was the 
more distressing to earl Strongbow, as he himself 
laboured under great bodily infirmity, and was to 
be deprived of a commander on whom he had the 

greatest reliance in this critical emergency. He, 
owever, mustered his forces, and prepared for the 
relief of Limerick with all the alacrity in his power, 
when the soldiers once more clamoured for Ray* 
mond, insolently refusing to march against O'Brien^ 
unless tljeir favourite general were to command. 
The king's commissioners were consulted, and rea- 
dily agreed that they should delay their departure, 
, and that Rajmond should undertake the conduct of 
this expedition, The utmost reluctance was affected 
on his part; he was solicited and entreated both by 
the earl and the commissioners; and at length 
yielded, wit|i conscious triumph over his malig- 
nant enemy. 
Girald. His forces were composed of fourscore knights, 
|:wo hundred cavalry, and three; hundred archers, 
together with the Irish troops of Kenselah and Os- 
sory, whose chieftains united with the English on 
this occasion, from a violent personal hatred aiid 
fealousjr of O'Brien. As he advanced to Munster, 
he was informed that the prince of Thomond had 
abandoned the siege of Limerick, and leading his 
forces to Cashel, had strongly entrenched himself 
in a defile, through which the English were to pass, 
and there waited their approach. He was soon wit- 
ness of the situation of the enemy, and saw himself 
opposed by no inconsiderable army, posted to ad- 
vantage |>ehind their works. He disposed his troops, 
and prepared for the assault. His Irish forces were 
struck with the appearance of the enemy, and be- 
gan to suspect the resolution of their allies, who 
marched to action, not with the violence and tumult 
to which they had been accustomed^ but with the 
calmness of experienced and determined valour. 
The prince of Ossory thought it incumbent on him 

to 
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to remonstrate with the English^ and to shew them 
the necessity of exerting themselves. He bluntly 
told-them that they must conquer or be destroyed ; 
for that they were far from refuge or support ; and 
should they presume to give way, he and his coun- 
trymen would instantly join the enemy. The only- 
answer to this insolence was a bold and vigorous 
onsets which^ though received with becoming spirit, 
was finally successful ; the men of Thomond were 
driven from their entrenchments with considerable 
slaughter^ and in their flight spread the utmost ter-* 
ror and dismay througn the Irish of Munster. 
O'Brien, wearied out by an unsuccessful contest, dcr 
termined to make his peace, and to this end pro- 
posed an interview witn the English general. At 
the same time Roderic, in pursuance of his late 
treaty, repaired to Raymond, to deliver his hostages^ 
and take the oaths of fealty ; so that in one day this 
lord had the honor of receiving the submissions of 
the king of Connaught, and of the prince of Tho- 
mond, who renewed his engagements to the king of 
England and his heirs, and gave hostages as a secu- 
rity for his future allegiance. 

An unnatural quarrel in the family of Mac Ar- Oiray. 
thy, prince of Desmond, not unusual among the 
Irish chieftains, afforded Raymond a fair occasaor^ 
of continuing his progress in Munster^ and added to 
the honor he had already acquired. Cormac, eld- 
est son of this prince, had risen in rebellion against 
his father, deprived him of his territory, and im- 
prisoned him. Mac Arthy, who had sworn allegi- 
ance to the king bf England, represented his wi'ongs 
to Raymond, and required his protection, pjK^mising 
considerable advantages to this general and his as- 
sociates, if, by their assistance, he should be restored 
to his dominions. The English knights, ever ready 
to engage in any enterprize which promised to en- 
rich them, earnestly prest their leader to march with- 
out delay to the assistance of this injured prince, and 
soon prevailed. They entered the territories of 

Pesmond 
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Desmood in «i hostiie manner^ ruTi^gpiig and pluu- 
dering without mercy, 'till Cdrmac was compelled 
to stop their progress by a submis^on. His father 
was re-instated in his territories; and to requite 
the baseness of his son, caM^ him into that prison 
fi-oni which he himself was rescued^ and soon after 
put him to death. By this expedition Raymond 
not only supplied his forces and the carrison of Li- 
merick with provisions, but obtained from Mac Arthy 
a valuable grant of lands in that part of Desmond 
called Kerry, which he enjoyed unmolested, and trans- 
mitted to his posterity. 

But now, in the midst of his success, h|B receive* 
tbe alarming intelligence of the death of earl Strong- 
bow, who expired in Dublin after a tedious indispo- 
sition, occasioned by a mortification in his foot. 

Ann. The fickleness of the Irish, their real abhorrence oC 

^^^' their invaders, notwithstanding their pretended snb- 
^ missions, and their precipitation in revolting and 
taking arms on any extraordinary emergency, were 
but too well known, and made it necessary for the 
English government to keep this event concealed, 
till their forces were collected from the distant quar- 
ters of the kingdom ; and lest the secret should be 
discovered by any miscarriage of the lett^ which 
Banilia now sent to her husband, it was conceived in 
m y sterious terms. She informed him, that her ^reat 

GiraW. tjooth, whIch had ached so long, was at last iailen 
put, and therefore entreated him to return to Dublin 
with all imaginable speed. 

Raymond, who perfectly understood the meaning 
q{ this enigmatical expression, and th^^ im{K>rtance 
of a cautious and judicious procedure on an' occa- 
sion so critical, returned instantly to Limerick^ 
aud there held a secret consultation with a few se- 

Ibid. lected friends. It wa« readily agreed that t)ia death 
of the cliief governor, at a time when the next 
man in command was sunMnoned into England^ re- 
quired an immediate- attention to the peace and se- 
curity of the EogUsh province ; and that no trqpps 

could 
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could be spared from tbis first and nece^aanr service. 
It had cost RaymoiNi much pains and labour to 
gain the city of Limerick^ and it was now peculiarly 
mortif^n^ to find himself obliged to abandon this 
hardly acquired conquest. But the gsgrrison could 
by no means be left behind. He therefore sent for 
Donald O'Brien ; and with an affected ease and con- 
fidence acquainted him^ that by his late submission 
he was become one of the king's barons^ and en ti- 
ded to the confidence of his liege lord ; and there- 
fore, as a mark of distinction due to his exalted 
rank, he entrusted him with the custody of Li- 
Aerick which might give him an occasion of ap- 
proving^ his attachment^ and meriting additional ho- 
nours atid rewards. The Irish chieftam received 
Ais pr<>posal with a secret exultation^ concealed un-r 
d6r the appearance of the most profound humility, 
and dutiful alle^ahce. He was solemnly sworUj, 
with the most hoVrid dissimulation, to take custody 
of Limerick for the king of England, and to re-; 
store it peaceably at the royai will and pleasure. 
Raytnobcl and his troops proceeded to evacuate the 
town; but scarcely had they passed over one end of 
the bridge, when the other was broken down ; and 
they had the mortification to behold the city, which 
they had taken such pains to fortify, and supply 
^vith stores of every kind, set on fire in four differ- 
ent quarters by order of O'Brien, whb declared that 
Wmerick should no longer be the nest of foreigners. 
We are told that when this transaction was reported 
to kinff Henry, possibly in order to possess him with 
an unfavourable opinion of Rajrmond, this prince, 
too generous and too wise to judge by the event, 
observed, that the first gaining of Limerick was a 
noble exploit, the recovery of it still nobler; but 
that the only act of Wisdom was the abandoning 
their conquest in this manner. 

IThe oi>se'quies of earl Strongbow, which had4nii.9it. 
been deferred till the arrival of Raymond, were P^^-^^'* 
fowned utider the direction of this lord and arch-^g ^ 

bishop 
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bishop Laurence^ with all due solemnity and mag^- 
nificence* The ignorance aq^ superstition of the 
Irish clergy, which infect those lax and imperfect re- 
cords they hdve left behind them, impute tjie death 
ofthisearl to the divine vengeance judicially inflict- 
ed on his enormities, and especially those devastati- 
ons which he had Committed in their churches. 
•^'"'"•^^- Since the days of Turgesius, the savage Dane, Ire- 
^aiibu ^^"^^ ^^y t^^y^ never Knew so ^ruel and unrelent- 
ing an oppressor. Remorse and hoijor attended 
his dissolution ; and in the awful moment of his de- 
parture, he confessed that he had been smitten by 
the saints of Ireland. Such invectives are naturally 
to be expected, when in support of what he deemed 
his rightful inheritance, and the interests of his mas- 
ter, policy, or what is called by that name, obliged 
him to a severe and rigorous exertion of his power 
over those, whose hatred of their invaders was fre- 
quently savage and perfidious. It is equally naturai 
to expect that the English writers should be more 
favourable to the character of this earl. We have 
a particular and no unpleasing description of him by 
Giraldus. Earl Stroiigbow, saith the historian, was 
of a complexion somewhat sanguine and spotted ; 
his eyes grey, his countenance feminine, his voice 
small, his neck slender, but in most other particu- 
lars he was well formed, and tall; liberal aiid cour- 
teous in his manners ; and what he could not gain 
by power, he frequently obtained bjr an insinuating 
address. In peace he was more disposed to obey 
than to govern. His state and authority were reserv- 
ed for the camp, and here supported with the utmost 
dignity. He was diffident of his own judgment, 
cautious of proposing his own plans of operation; 
but in executing those of others, undaunted and 
vigorous. In battle, he was the standard on which 
his soldiers fixed their eyes; and by whose motions 
they were determined either to advance or to re- 
i treat. His temper was composed and uniform ; not 
dejected by misfortune, not el&ted by success. 

Br 
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By the Jeafh of this earl, the E^i<^Iish council at 
Dublin were to exercise an important power vested 
in them by Henijy, that of electing a chief gover- 
nor, until the king's pleasure should be known. 
Every circumstance determined them to confer this 
office upon Raymond^ the favourite of the army, 
and the terror of the Irish enemies. The king's 
commissioners readily concurred in this choice, and 
embarked in full persuasion that they had provided 4 
rpost effectually for the interests of their royal mas- 
ter, by leaving them to the conduct and direction 
of this lord. 

But the jealousies of Henry were by nq means 
allayed by the most favourable representations which 
these commissioners could make of Raymond and 
his conduct. He therefore determined to entrust Girald. 
the government of Ireland to William Pitz-An- 
delra a nobleman allied to hina by* bfood, and of 
approved allegiance. He sent him into Ireland 
with a train of twenty knights; and at the same 
timef Jobn de Courcey, Robert Fitz-Stephen, and 

V0L.L \ -P Milo 

* Arlotta, mother of the conqueror, wa^ married to Ifarlowen de Bur- 
go, by whofn she had Robert ^rl of Cornwall, whose two sons were 
Andelm and John* Andelm had ksue this Wiliiam Fitz-AndebUf 
John was the father of Hubert de-Bargo^ chief justiciary of England. 
Cox. 

^ Qiraldus aseerts that Courcey was joined in commission with Fkz-^ 
Andelm. Bat that this is a mistake of the historian (worthy Uf bfr no- 
ted, only to shew that he is not to be implicitly relied on) ik|2peani from 
the commission itself, which is still extant, ana of which the following 
is a copy from an old pardiment roll in possession of the earl of Meath. 

'* nenricus Dei gratia, rex Angliae, dominus Hiberniss, dux Norman- 
mm & Ac()iiitaniaB, & comes And^viae, Acchiepiscopis, eptseopis, regy^^ 
^ comitibos^ boronibus, & omnibus fidelibus suu Hiberniae, salu- 
teno. Sciatis me Dei gratia sanum esse 8c incolumem, et n^gotia mea 
bene & honorificeprooedere. Ego vero quam cito potero vacabo mag- 
nis nsffotiis meis Hibemiiae. Nunc autem ad vos mitto WilUelmum fi- 
lium Andelmi dapiferum meum, cui oommisi nc^tia mea tractanda ^ 
agenda mei loco et vice, Quare vobis mando Sc nrmiter pncd^o quod 
ei sicut mihiihet intendatis de agendi? meis, & fadatis quicquid vobis 
ipse dixerit ex parte mea, sicut amorem meom habere desideratis, Sfi ptv 

fidim 
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Milo de Cogan^ were appointed Uf attend the new 
governor, with a train of ten knights to each. 
With these embarked Vivian, the pope's legate, and 
Nicholas Waliingford, an English ecclesiastic, with 
(be brief of pope Alexander, lately granted to king 
Henry, in confirmation of his title to the dominion 
of Ireland. Fitz-Andelm and his attendants landed 
lit Wexford, where Raymond was at hand to receive 
him with the reverence due to his commission. He 
resigned his state to the new governor, together 
with the towns, hostages, and otner trusts which he 
• held for the king by.virtue of his temporary com- 
mission ; and thus having assumed the reins of g;a- 
vemment, Fitz*Andelm began his administration 
by a stately progress along the coast, in order to in* 
»pect the forts and cities immediately vested in the 
king; while the ecclesiastics were on their part ac- 
Haamcr. tive in the service of their master. An assembly of 
the Irish clergy was convened at Waterford, in which 
«he brief lately granted by Alexander, and the bull 
of Adrian, were solemnly promulged> and the king's 
(Itle to the sovereign dominion of Irellsmd asserted 
and declared in form, with dreadful denunciations 
A. D. of the severest censures of the church, agaia^ alt 
]'^77. those who should impeach the grant made by thet 
holy see^ or resist the sovereign autiiority of Henry, 
thus constituted rightftil lord of Ireland. 

BcT whajtever might have been the influence of 
such denundMrticNfis, a vigorous and resiolute com- 
mander *1^ still necessary to defend the interests of 
the English monarch against a turbulent and in- 
f*.ensed enemy- The territory of Meath had bui just 
now been the scene of desperate hostilities. Riohaid 

F1evnming% 

iil^m c]uam mihi deWtis. Ego qnoqaenrtum habeas firxnujn quic- 
quid ipse feeerit tunquam egotnct fecissem, & a^cquid vos feoeriiis er- 
^a «iUD) stabile habeo. Testlbus Galfrldo archidiacono CantuarisB, 8i 
Ricardo archidiasoao Pielaviae^ & RicaardocdnaUbulafk^ A|>ud Va- 
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Flettitninff, an Englii^hman^ who commanded tli4»Ajm. 
castle of slatiy, wantonly presuming on his strengU^ j^^- 
had provofced the neighbouring chiefs by his depre-^nn 
datkms^ who in revenge fell suddenly upon iiimAnon. 
with their unitcfd forces^ i^laughtered nis followers MSS. 
♦ without mercy or distinction ; and pursuing the re- 
mains of his garrison even to the Very walls of Dub- 
lin, were left at fidl liberty to demolish every fort 
which the English had erected in their territory: 
But far from repressing Or revenging such incur- 
sions, Fitz- Andeira seems to have had neither dispo- 
sitions nor abilities suited to a ffovernment. Which 
was to be supported by a vigilant and a martial 
i§pirit. He came into the island vvrith a jealousy of 
the original adventurers, which possibly had been 
infused into him by Henrj, and which he had not 
temper to conceal. At his very first interview with 
Raymond, he is said to have looked with a malig-GWd 
nant eye upon the numbers and gallant appearance 
of his train ; and, turning to his follow ers, was weak 
enough to threaten that he should soon find means 
to quell their pride. If we are to believe Giraldus^ 
he was sensual and corrupt in his manners, and of 
consequence rapacious. The object of his adminis- 
tration was to enrich himself, not by the force and 
terror of his arrtis, but by the less hazardous and 
baiSer means of craft, fraud, and circumvention. To 
preserve peace with the Irish chiefs, he had recourse 
to aflfected courtesy and flattery, which they hacj 
discernment enough to discover and despise ; and to 
his own countrymen, the apparent insincerity of his 
fairest professions, and the designs he manifested 
against their interest dnd properties, rendered him . , 
an object of detestation. 

The death of Maulrice, h^^ad of the family of 
Gerddines, which derived weight and respect Ironi 
the dignity of his character, encouraged and en- 
abled the chief goveWc^t- to discovi^r his designs 
against the first adventurers. He had the address 
^0 prevail upon the sons of jlttaurice to exchange 

their 
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their peaceable station in the fort of .Wicklow for 
the castle of Perns, where they were more exposed to 
the incursions of the natives. * Raymond le Gross, 
and Robert Pitz-Stephen, were also seduced by ar- 
tifice, or compelled by violence, to resign their set- 
tlements granted bv the king, for others, by their 
situation, more liable to invasion. Walter Almain, 
bis kinsman and creature, was stationed in Wex- 
ford, where he endeavoured to provide for his se- 
curity"by forming a connexion with the Irish chief- 

iSmoihurstUiin of O'Kcnseiuh, who is said to have prevailed 
on him hy the force of bribes tp demolish some con- 
siderablj^ works lately ejrected for the defence of the 
English plantation. Thus, while all advantages 
were engrossed by the governor and his depen- 
dents, the perilous and laborious duties of defence 
vfexfi imposed on the original adventurers, a hardy 
race, untainted with the luxuries and-^ebaucheries 
of Pit^-Andelm and his Normans; but proud and 
}rritfi.ble, and justly impatient to see the fruits of 
. their labours peized by these new settlers. The 
strong, and aggrayated represent?itipns of their his- 
torian and panegyrist Giraldu^, plainly mark their 
jdiscontent ^nd indignation ; find this unhappy divi- 
sion of the plnglish, yrith the mutual jealousies and 
animosities of contending {)arti6s, could not fail to 
cast a shade of dishonor and reproach on the admi- 
nistration of Fitz-Andelm. The lords avowed their 
hatred ; the soldiers were unpaid, and ill appoint- 
ed ; of consequence mutinous and discontented. 
The Jrish natives crowded eagerly tp a eourt which 
received them with the most flattering attention, and 
whjch is said not to have been inaccessible to bribes. 

Giwdd. Their claims and complaints were heard with favour 
by the chief governor, find always decjded against his 
rivals, which served to epcrease their confidence, 
without lessening their disafTecti'on. 

The English lords had all left their native lands, 
from the hopes of valuable settlements and acquisi- 
iions in Ireland ; and they who had not as vet re- 

ceived 



Ci|-4. HENRY II. 117 

ceived their rewards^ were particularly displeased 
with Fitz-Aiidelm, and impatient of an administra- 
tion unfriendly to the spirit of adventure. John deQirald, 
Courcey was ihe first to express his dissatisfaction. 
An extraordinary strength of body, and vigour of 
constitution^ together with a violent and precipitate 
valour, had rendered him the admiration of his war- 
like and unpolished countrymen. His own utter 
insensibility to danger made him the readier to pro- 
pose the most hazardous and desperate enterprizes; 
and his manners, which were rather those of a com- 
mon soldier than a commander, gave him the easier 
access to the passions and prejudices of the ^oldiqrj'. 
He laboured to enfiame them against the gover- 
nor; he represented the distress to which they were 
exposed by his avarice, which deprived them of 
pay, and the timidity of his government, which 
precluded them from supplying their necessities at 
theexpence of their enemies; reminded them th«j.t 
king Henry had formerly granted him such UukIs oi 
Ulster as he should acquire by the sword ; and freely 
promised to share his fortune with those who prer 
ferred a gallant enterprizp to a state of distressful 
indolence ; and thus prevailed on a * small body of 
the boldest and most adventurous, to attend him into 
the northern parts of Ireland, \yhpre the English 
arms had not as yet penetratecl. - ^ 

Armoric of St. Laurence, a valiant Knight, Hanmcr, 
with whom he had been connected in the strictest 
bands of friendship, determined, on this occasion, 
to share the fortune of his old assofriate. Robert de 
la Poer, a young soldier, who had lately been dis- 
tinguished in the wars of Leinster, took th(i same 
part; and such leaders gave both strength and cre- 
dit to the enieiprize. The marriage of de Courcey, 
with the daughter of Gothred, king of Man, freed 
him from the apprehensions of any oppps|tioi| from 

. this 

* Giraldus reckons up no more than twenty knights, and three hun- 
dred cominon soldiers. But hia numbers are afterwards rated louct^ 

higher. 
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this quarter^ where the Irish had often fotind an ef- 
fectual resource ; and his own ignorant supersfition 
served to confirm his hopes of a permanent and ex- 
Girald. tensive conquest. He bad discovered in the pro- 
phecies of Merlin, that the acquisition oftJfeter'was 
reserved for his valour; and his Irish adherents 
supplied him with another prophet^ who declared 
that Down (the immediate object of his ^enterprize) 
was to be subdued by a stranger mounted on a 
white horse^ with a shield charged with painted 
birds. He accout^-ed himself according to this de- 
ascription, and marched to take possession of his des- 
tined conquest. 

On the fourth day of his march he arrived at 
Down, the seat of I>unleve, prince of Uladh, who, 
unprovided for defence against an invasion so unex- 
pected, fled precipitately at the first appeamnce of 
liostilities. His people, thus exposed to the ra^'a- 

§es of an indigent and rapacious enemVi were re- 
uced to a state of helpless consternation, al the 
havock of invaders whom they had not provoked, 
and fi-om whom they thought themselves secui'ed by 
solemn treaty. In this distress their prince had re- 
course to the interposition of Vivian the legate, 
^ho, in his progress through the islawd, now cnanc- 
ed to reside at Down, and was witness of the pre- 
sent devastation. He itistantly addressed himself t<> 
) de Courcey, represented the injustice and cruelty of 

, his present enterprize, reminded him of the treaty 
ivhich the king of England had but fust now con- 
cluded with the whole body of the Irish, in the per- 
son of their monarch, declared that the men ^f ^*I 
^ter were ready to pay their quota of the stipuWf" 
tribute, and entreated him to spare a people who 
had provoked no resentment, and who, instead 
pf being the object of hostilities/ had a fair claim 
to protection. 

• Whatever deference de Courcey mi^ht affect 

for the pprson and charftcter of Vivian, it plainly 

/ • ' appeared 
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appeared that he paid no attention to his remon- 
strances; for his hostilities were continued. HeOul. Neu^ 
fortified himself in Down, sff\d seemed determined J^^S- 
to maintain the possession he had acquired. The 
legate is said to have been so provoked at this injus^ 
tice, and so aifected by the sufferings of an unof- ^^ 

fending people, that although the chief part of his 
commission was to prevail on the Irish to acknow- 
ledge the supremacy of king Henry, yet he now 
boldly advised Dunleve to have recourse to arms, 
aad to exert himself as became a brave prince, in 
order to rescue his territories from these rapacious 
invader*. His forces were collected; the neigh- 
bouring chiefs invited to his assistance ; evei\ Ko^ 
derie was called upon to rise up against this outrage^ 
ous violation of faith; and the cause was too im-* 
portant to be entirely neglected, even amidst all 
%)se private quaiTels which still continued to weak* 
en and distract the Irish princes. A tuipuItiiaryAnn.var. 
army, said to consist of ten thousand men, was qol-MSS. 
lected, and marched under, the command of the 
prince of Uladh, to (Uspossess^ these foreigners. DeQjf^^^ 
Couroy wisely determining not to abide a siege in 
a city scanitily provided, and hastily fortified, march*" 
ed out to meet the enemy with an affected contempt 
of their superiority ; at Uie sametipie chusing sud^ 
a situation as might render their numbers less effec^' 
toal. The charge was furious, and the battle main^ HaniMr. 
tained for a considerable time with e4]ual bravery 
oa both sides; till at length, a disciplined, well:' 
armed, and well-conducted body, proved superior 
to iiregular, ill-appointed, a^d undirected numbers^ 
De eowoey, by the total overthrow of his oppo/i 
niente, wa^ for the piresent left at full liberty to par^ 
eel out hi«(, lands, project aqid build his forts> aac) 
make alln^cessavy provisions foi* the security of his 

Inf the sumBf^er of the same year, hpwever, th« 
eonte^t-^a^Tene^ed by a formidable army of the 
CQ|ife49rc46d Irish; but^ritbthesam^sucGe^s.. 1^0 Ibid, 
l^^tluui fifteen thousand men are said to have ad- 
vanced 
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vaiiced to the walls of Down, and to have been de-^ 
feated by De Coiircey, with the loss of several of 
their bravest chieftatins.. 

Yet neither their hati'ed of these invaders^ nor 
their hopes of exterminating them, had as yet sub- 
sided; nioiigh some of the ileighbouring Irish lords 
seemed to court the fortune of De Courcey, and 
gave him flattering assurances of attachment. Of 
these, one named Mac Mahon had so effectually 
recommended himself to the English commander, 
and had bound himself so solemnly to his interests 
by the sacred Irish band of Oosshipred, that he was 
admitted into his councils, and entrusted with two 
forts lately erected, together with their adjoining 
domain. The Irishman soon levellfed these forts to 
the ground ; and when questioned for this sudden 
breach of faith, answered, with a sullen insolence, 
that '* he had not engaged to keep stone walls, and 
' '* that he scorned to confine himself within such 
•' cold and dreary enclosures, while his own native 
** woods lay so convenient for his reception." This 
naturally produced an invasion of his territory, the 
, usual punishment of treachery or revolt ; and here 
De Courcey executed his revenge without controul, 
and prepared to return with a numerous prey of 
cattle, the ordinary riches of the island. Three 
large herds, each, attended by a distinct body of the 
English forces, formed a line of three miles, through 
a deep and narrow road, which lay through thick 
woods, where an Irish &rmy, said to consist of no 
less than eleven thousand, waited in ambush; and 
rushing suddenly from their concealment, fell on 
each division in the same moment, . and cast the 
wholfe English army, thus incumbered by their 
booty into the utmost confusion. At once assailed 
vigorously by the enemy, and trodden down^ by 
the cattle, their total destruction seemed inevita- 
ble; nor could the utmost exertiofi of their 
li&aders secure a retreat, without considerable loss. 
With the remains of this shattered army, De 

Courqcy 
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Courcey was now to force his way thrpugh a conn* 
try possessed by victorious enemies, who harassed 
him without respite. He repeatedly obli^^ them 
to retire with the loss of some noted chief. Mac 
M ahon himself fell in the last attack ; and de Cour- 
cey had the good fortune to gain one of his own 
forts, well entrenched and garrisoned; while th# 
enemy, still resolved to pursue their advantage, en- 
camped at the distance of half a mile from his en- 
trenchment. At midnight, Armoric of Saint Lau- 
rence, ventured out to view the posture of the 
enemy, whom he found, as he suspected, in a state 
of careless security. He represented to de Cour- 
cey, that instead of waiting to be surrounded by 
the Irish, who would certainly renew the assault on 
the next morning, and could not fail to reduce his 
inconsiderable body, either by force or famine, he 
should now seize the critical opportunity of attack- 
ing them in their camp^ with all the advailtage 
which their confidence and total want of discipline 
afforded. The scheme was instantly adopted, and 
executed with full success. The Irish were surpriz- 
ed, and slauffhteired without resistance. Scarcely two 
hundred of tneir body is said to have escaped the 
carnage, while two only of their assailants were lost 
in the tumult of the night. 

While John de Courcey was engaged in Ulster, 
the spirit of enterprize seized others of the English 
leaders, who despising the government of Pitz- 
Andelm, and pressed by their own distresses, grewAnm. 
impatient to adventure into those parts of Ireland, LagM^ 
which had noty^t experienced their invasibns. The^'*^- 
ambition and turbulence of Murrough, son of Rode-^^' 
ric O'Connor, had involved his fatnily and province 
in considerable disorder. In revenge of some sup- 
posed injury, or to favor some i^ctious purpose, he 
seized the opportunity of his fiither*s absence in a re- 
mote part of his territory, and jnvited Milo Cogan 
to march into Connaught, with an assurance of great 
advantages from such an expedition. The invita- 

VoL. I. Q tioa 
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tion was readily obeyed ; and M tlo, foil of hopes^ 
instantly collected from. Dublin^ and the adjacent 
district, a body of forty knights, two hundred 
horse, and three hundred archers, and i^ivaaced 
without molestation to Rosconwnon. Here he was 
joined by M urrough, his new aHy, who eagag^d to 
conduct him thro' the province. Some plausible 

Sretext seems to have been alleged by Milo for 
lis incursion (possibly that of reducing some re- 
fractory lords, who remsed to pay tribute to the 
• English government) ; for he dispatched a messen- 
ger to Roderic, notifying his arrival, and summon-* 
mg him, upon his allegiance, to join the English 
forces; The summons however, was neglected ; and 
as it was well known that the English adventurers 
sought to enrich themselves by plunder^ the inhabi- 
tants, on the fii-st notice of their approach^ drove 
a\vay their cattle, secreted their valuable effects, and 
jreduced the whole country to a desert. 

The monkish annalists of Ireland maJce the most 
afiecting complaints of the destruction of churches, 
by the English in all their expeditions. They seem 
willing to represent them as a race of savage barba- 
rians, who spared nothing sacred or venerable, and 
were even possessed with a heathenish aversion to 
all religious houses. But the truth is, that in Ire- 
land (everv part of which had been a scene-of con- 
stant hostilities) it had long been a custom for the 
inhabitants to deppsite provisions, aaid effects of 
gr^eater value, in the churches, where they lay secure, 
amidst all their domestic quarrels, as m a kind of 
GiraW. sauctiiary^ which it w as deemed the utmost impiety 
lo violate. But the Er^lish had no such supersti- 
tious scruples; and their necessities were generally 
too pressing not to seek provisions wherever they 
might be found. The churches they considered 
)is their sure resource ; and opposition sometimes 
occasioned havocl^and devastation f^r beyond thejr 
intention^ To remedy this inconvei>i€»ce, Vivian, 

the 
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the legate^ procured an ordinance in a synod held in 
Dublin^ that the English, when engaged in any 
expedition, should have liberty to take provisions 
deposited in the churches^ provided they paid their 
just value. 

But in the present incursion into Connaught, the 
Irish themselves, to deprive their invaders of this 
resource, burnt down their own churches (as their AAn. 
annals express it) in spite to the foreigners; who injji'j?"* 
the vexation of disappointment, could only commit 
some useless ravages. Reduced to the utmost dis- 
tress for subsistence in an enemy's country, leftbv 
Roderic to encounter all the consequences of their 
precipitation, and threatened with ia formidable at- 
tack from the . united forces of Connanght and 
Munster, they had no measure to pursue, but that 
of a ihortifymg and disgraceful retreat. In this 
they were obliged to sustain the repeated assaults 
of the Connacians; but at length regained their 
quarters at Dublin, though not without considerable 
loss, leaving their ally Murrough, to the resentment 
of his countrymen, who sentenced him, with the con- 
currence of his own father, to have his eyes put out 
for his practices with the English, and his encou- 
ragement of their invasion. 

The imperfect and jejune accounts which remain 
of the local dissensions and provincial contests in 
Ireland, at this period, give a shocking idea of 
the state of this unhappy country. Desmond and 
Thomond in the southern province were distracted 
by the jealousies of contending chiefs, and the 
whole land wasted by imnatural and bloody qnar-Ann^Tar. 
rels. Treachery and murder wfere revenged byMSS. 
treachery and murder, so as to perpetuate a suc- 
cession of outrages the most horrid and disgraceful 
to humanity. The northern province was a scene 
of like enormities, though the new English settlers, 
who were considered as a common enemy, should 
have forced the natives to mutual union. A young 
prince of the Hi-Nial race^ and heir-apparent tt> 

the 
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the riglits of that family, fell by the hand of a rival 
lord ; this rival was killed in revenge ; the partizans 
on each side, as the several powers prevailed, were 
butchered with every circamstance of triumphant 
barbarity. In Connaught, the blinded son of Rode- 
ric was rescued from prison by his partizans, and the 
flame of dissension re-kindled. Nor were the Irish 
toparchs in Leinster more peaceable, or less barba* 
rous in their contests. All were equally strangers 
to the nobler virtues of humanity. Nor was reli- 
gion in the form it then assumed^ calculated or ap- 
Elied to restrain their violences, or to subdue their 
rutal ))assions. An effeptual conquest, and general 
subjection of the whole island to one reasonable and 
equitable government, must have proved a singular 
blessing to these unhappy people. But Providence 
was pleased to ordain taat their enormities should 
continue much longer 1:6 prpve their own severe 
punishment. 
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Jds of Fitz-Andelm's government* ..He U recalled.. • ♦ 

Character of Hugh Be Lacy his successor John con^ 

siituted lord of Ireland. • . . Grants hj^ king Henry in Tho. 
mond^ Desmond^ and Connaught. ..explain the nature of 
his cession to prince John. • . . Milo De Co^n^ and Robert 
FitZ' Stephen^ settle in Desmond. ..* Philip De Brahsa 
alarmed. • . . Resigns his grants. . • . Conduct of Hugh De 
Lacy.. . .He is recalled to England.. ..Restored to hi$ 
government. . • . His excellent administration. . • . /oA« De 
Courcey engaged in Ulster. . . . Defeated, . .yef, maintairti 
his settlements.. . .Miserable situation of Connaught. . . ^ 
Death attd character of Laurence O' Toole.. ..His suc^ 
cessor.. . .Massacre of Milo De Cogan and Ralph frV;?' 
Stephen.. . .Robert FUz-Stephen relieved by Raymond Le 
Gross.. . .Melancholy situation of Robert.. , .Jrrival of 
Cambrensis and John Comyn in Ireland., . .Altercations of 
the English clergy with the Irish ecclesiastics., ., Lacy 
again recalled.. • .Conduct of Philip De Braosa.. . .Earl 
John knighted.. . .The Pope offers to crown him king m 
Ireland. . . .Henry declines the offer. . . . Sends John to th^ 
government of Irehnd with a splendid train, t • , ffis KOten^ 
dants.. ..His arrival.. .. Insolence of his courtiers to the. 
Irish lords. , .Ageneral spirit of insurrection raised through 
Ireland. . . . Enfamed by the attendants of prince John.. . ^ 
He builds some forts.. , Jnsurrectiqn of the Jrish nafives, 
. . . Several of his barons surprized and slain,. ♦ .Behavior 
of his couHiers. . , . Distressful state of the country. , .and 
of John and his court.. ..John is recalled.. . .Assassination 
ofHughDe Lacy. . . .John De Courcey appointed deputy. 
... His activity and vglor. , . . State of Ulster. . .^nd of 
Connanght. , , . Expedition ofI)e Courcey into Cqnna^ight^ 
. . . His retreat. ...He suppresses, thecommotions in Ulster 
and Argial. , , . Fatal effects of rebellion in the farmly of 

lioderx^ 
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Roderie O* Connor.. .. Death of Henrj/ ike second.. . .Acts 
of power exercised in Ireland hy earl John during the 
reign of Richard.. . .Hugh De Lacy the younger ap- 
pointed his deputy.,. .De Courcey discontented.. . .Insur- 
rection of the Irish. . . . Cathal^ the Bloody-handed^ gains 
the kingdom of Connaught. . ..Is joined by the princes of 
Thomond and Desmond. . . . Intercepts Armoric of Saint 
Laurence^ and Ms party.. . .A desperate engagement.. . • 
. Armoric and his men killed. . . . Cathal elated. . . . Burning 
of Dublin^ and disorders of the neighbouring country... . 
Earl Marslml appointed to succeed De Lacy. . • • English 
defeated byloDaniel O^Brien... .Death of Daniel. . .and 
cruelties exercised on his family. . . Cathal marches \ into 
Munster.. . .English driven out of Limerick.. . .Cork 
threatened mth a siege. . • .Surrendered to Mac Arthy. . • . 
Homo De Valois appointed deputy in the place of Earl 
Marshal. . . . His quarrel with thcArchbishop of Dublin. . . . 

Death of Roderie O^Connor Death of Richard the first 

. , . .and accession of king John. 

1 H E complaints occasioned by an indolent and 
corrupt administration were too violent to be long 
concealed from the English monarch, and deter- 
mined him to remove Fitz-Andelm from the ^o- 
Girali vernment of Ireland. Both Giraldus and the Insh 
Camb. monks speak of this governor and his conduct with 
the utmost disrespect. They agree that his admi- 
' Ann. of nistration was distinguished by one act only of a 
Mar>;*9 commendable nature ; and this was nothing more 
MSS^ important, than the removal of what they call the 
Staff of Jesus ; a relique on which the superstition 
of the time had stamped an inestimable value, from 
the cathedral of Armagh to that of Dublin. The 
peculiar merit of committing this precious deposite 
to the care of the clergy of Dublin rather than those 
of Armagh, is not distinctly explained. Possibly, 
as Ulster was now a seat of war, it was deemed a 
place not of sufficient security for so valuable a 
treasure. However this may be, these clerical his- 
torians seem to do injustice to the merit of Fitz- 

AndeJm^ 
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Andelm^ by passing over in silence anot&er instance 
of his pious attention to the churchy that of found- 
mg and endowing the monastery of Saint Thomas 
the Martyr, in the western suburbs of Dublin^ still 
known by the name of Donore*. The late prelate 

of 

* Ttvd curious reader is here presented with the charter ef the foun^ 
datioD, togelher with that of Henr^, in confirmation of the grant of bi^ 



£ Bptuio antiquo penes Comitem Midiee. 

**• Wilhelmus nlius Andehni, domini regis Dapifer, universig Christi 
€ddib^s, salufem. Sciatis me in prae^ntia Viviani cardinalis, & Lau- 
lenui archiepiecc^i Dublin, & plurimorum episcoporum Hibemiae, dedis- 
jie & obtuUsae Deo & ecclesise beati Thomae Martyris Christi unam ca- 
Fucatam terrae, quae vocatur Dononer, cum molendino 8c prato, k om- 
nibus pertinentiis ejusdem terrae, tarn in bosco quam in piano, pre ani- 
ma Gatfridi comitis Andegaviae, patris H^nrici reens & matris ^us im- 
peratrici^, & antecessorum ejus, & pro ipso rege Henrico & fUiis ejus, 
in peipetuam Sc puram El^emosynam. Quare volo, & ex pafte. domi- 
ni r^ispraecipio, ut quicunque in honorem Dei et beati Thomas Marty- 
ris Chnsti & voluntate domini regis Angliae ciistos fuerit, omne pnedio- 
tumtenementum teneat adeo Hbere^ et quiete, et honorifice, et pure, ^ 
iategce, sicut aliquaecclesia aliquod tenementum liberius tenet, infra An- 
^liam^el infra Hiberniam. Teste Eugenio Midise episcopo, Neemia 
episcopo de Kildare, Augustino Waterfordiensi episcopo, Milone de 
Cogan, Galfrido de Constantin, Waltero de Ridlesford, Roberto de Ber- 
mingham, Reymundo filio Wilhelmi, Meilero filio Henrici, Philippo to 
Poher, Roberto de sancto Michaell, Johanue de Clahull, Gilbertp de la 
Warre, Thoma la Martre Andalain, Rogero fratre Hayme, Ricardo d« 
Dere, Wilhelmo Bermingham*'* 

Exeodem rotulo. 

** Henricus, Dei gratia, rex Angliae, dux Normandiae & Acquitanisi 
4& comes Andegaviae, epiicopis, abbatibus, justiciariis, vicecomitibus, 
minifitris & omnibus fidehbus suis, Francis, & Anglis, & Hibemensibus 
salutem. Sciatis me concessisse & dedisse, & praasenti charta confiopas* 
ae Deo & ecdesiae beati Thomae Martyris unam carucatam terrae de Do* 
noarer quato WilheUnus filius Andelmi Dapifer mens, ex part^ ^en de* 
dit eidem eccksiae, quam idem Wilheltnus fundari fecit extra jportam oc- 
cidentalem apud Diibhn, pro salute mea & ipsius & antecessorum ft 
successorum meorum. Quare volo ^ firmiter ^raedpio quod eadem ec- 
clesia ipsam carucatam terrae habcat & teneat in liberam & perpetuam 
Eieemoeynam, bene, & in pace,.& integr«, cum omnibus pertinentiis & 
libertatibus & liberis consuetudinibus. Testibus ipso Wilhelmo filio 
Andelmi, Reginaldo de Curceny, Hugone de Lascy, Thoma BaiuMt, 
Roberto de Poher. Apud Oxenford." 
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of Canterbury having just now received his high 
titles of saint and martyr from Rome^ was become, 
the fashionable object of devotion; and Henry 
himself^ with an affected reverence to his memory, 
instantly confirmed *he endowment of Fitz-Andelm 
by his own royal charter. 

But the present situation of affairs in Ireland re- 
quired a chief governor, whose attention should 
not be confined to the care of reliques, or the found- 
ing of monasteries. Hugh de Lacy was therefore 
appointed to this station, for which he had already 
approved himself eminently qualified. A man well 
acquainted with the circumstances of the country in 
which he was to preside, the characters of those he 
was to govern, the grievances he was to redress, and 
the irregularities he was to correct; vigorous in 
estabyshing and extending the English interest, 
wisely providing for the security of the new settlers 
by multiplying forts, and stren^hening every part 
of the English territory against the turbulence and 
jealousies of the Irish ; at the same time restoring 
those of both nations, who had been unjustly driven 
from their lands, and acting equally to all, upon the 
principles of a just and generous-spirited adinini* 
stration. 

At the same time that the government of Ire- 
land was assigned to Lacy, the king found himself 
at leisure to make several regulations relative to 
this kingdom, and for this purpose he summoned 
Urn principal adventurers to attend him in Eng- 

HovedeiL land. What was of most consequence, he is said to 
have made a formal and solemn appointment of his 
son John to the lordship of Ireland ; an appoint- 
ment which has been the subject of much discus- 
sion; writers of different parties and opinions 
wresting it to their several purposes, and represent- 
ing it as might best suit their speculations. As 
Hoveden expresses it, Henry came to Oxford ; and, 
in a general council held there, constituted his son 

po>iu John king in Ireland ; a title whicli he never as- 
sumed . But however confidently it may be asserted 

that 
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that he used the style of lord of Ireland in iconse* 
quence of being possessed of the crown of England, chart. 
nothing is more certain, than that, during the life-var. 
time both of his father and of his brother, John 
constantly and invariably used this style in all his 
public acts, by virtue of the present grant. But^ 
although the grant w^as made in what the historian 
calls '^concilium generale,'' this affords neither 
proof nor presumption that it was made by autho- 
rity of parUament. The grant to John appears to 
have been the free grace of his father, without any 
solicitation of concurrence or assent; declared in a 
public assembly, possibly for the greater notoriety 
and solemnity. The transaction (as the abbot of 
Peterborough expresses it) was '' coram iepiscopis 
& priacipibus terrae/' And among these, several lay 
lords and bii^hops of Ireland were assessorsj if we 
may believe the Irish annalists. 

HfiNRV at the same time granted to Milo deHoredaiu^ 
Co^n and Robert Pitz-Stephen, as a reward of^ir*ld- 
their fiiithful services, the kingdom of Cork as it Is 
called,, from the river of Lismore to the sea, to be 
held by the service of sixty knights of hint and of 
his son John and their heirs, with an exception of the 
city of Cork, and an adjaceiit district, which the 
king reserved to himself and his heirs. To Here* 
bert Pitz-Herebert he granted the kingdom of 
Limerick by the like tenure, and with the like reser- 
vation of the city of Limerick and its district; |o 
William Pitz-Andelme the greatest part of Con- 
naught; to Robert dela Poer the territory of Wa- 
terford, with a reservation of the city and the 
cantred of the Ostmen, renevring also his former 
grant to Hugh de Lacy of all Meath, which he 
was now to hold of the king and of his son John, by 
the service of one hundred knights. 

By these grants it appears that Henry conferred ^®^«^* 
something more upon his son than a mere title of 
honor, or temporary authority; something per- 
manent and hereditary. At trie same time they 
afibrd an indisputable proof that it was by no means 

Vol. L R Us 
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Ilk intention t<M«sifirn the entire sovercai^y of Ire- 
land^ or to transfer the rights he had there acquired^ 
luUy and ahsoiutely to his son. His Irish subjects 
were to hold not of John only as their sole rigntful 
liege lord^ bat of the king and of his Mn as a subor- 
dinate power; and most of the lands and cities which 
in the late treaty with Roderic had been exempted 
from the jurisdiction of the^ Irish Iwig, were now^ 
by « like reservation, to continue as the immediate 
demesnes of Henry, independent of that delegated 
authority which Was to be establidied in the other 
parts of the island. These grants then afibrd a 
proof that it was the mtention of this prince that 
' the heur to the crown of Ei^Iand should ever epjoy 
the sovereignty he had acquired in Ireland. But 
Ibis was an a{^pointment which did not derive its 
Talidity from any ordinance or act of legislature. 
Had it been thus formally decja^ and established, 
Ihere would not have been tliat danger c^ its be- 
ing forgotten, altered, or subverted, whidi Giraldus 
Girald. ex^es^es in the ^eign of John, nor any occasion 
J^ for preserving a memorial of it by afi annual ti'i- 
**°*' bate, which he recommends to be carefully essuA- 
ed for this purpose) 

JoHK and his heirs, it should seem, were by th^ 
present grant to stand in the place of Roaeric, 
whose rights Henry appears by no means solicitous 
to preserve, notwithstanding the fonnality of his 
stipulations. He jiad good reason to coai^ude that 
all such rights or pretensions must ^aduall^v become 
Obsolete, as the English settlements should be ex- 
tended through the island ; and that John would 
thus become^ in effect, at least, what Roderic was 
irtyled in the late traitty, '' Rfex sub eo^ & paratus 
'' ad s^ritimn suum/' Time and vicissitudes, Uien 
unforeseen, have reduced such discussions as th^re- 
sent to points of mere historkal curiteiiy. 'They 
^ who aje disposed to give th^m greater cemsequenee, 
will possibly find Ihe idea of this tfansaction,'as^tere 
stttt^, sufficiently suppcnrted in the progress of tfaia 
.history. ^ 

It 
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It is ni>t ctear by. what right Henry now disposed 
of the southern provinces, and other parts of Ire* 
bad, or how these late grants were reconcileabte U^ 
the treatj^ he had conclvded with Roderic. Tha. 
did historians speak of them with the same ease and 
isdifikrence with which they were made, and with 
AS little solidtude to preserve the least appearance 
of equity and giood fiiith. But if Henry thought it 
behealh him to adhere to his stipulations, the Irish 
chie& of f^oinond and Desmond were, on their 
parts, very reltjctant to yield up their territories at 
sis demand, thou^ w eakeped by their miitual quar* 
relB, and little able to rise up against an Englidt 
government, which now promised vigour and abi- 
lities. As Fit^-Herebert had resLg^ned the grant Hanmv. 
made to him of the principality of Limerick, where Gimld. 
the Irish were supposed to be most hostile, it was ^ 
given to Phitip De Braosa, a man not much more 
disposed to adventure, but who was persuaded to 
court bis fortune in Ireland ; and collecting a con- 
siderable body of Welshmen, desperate in their 
fortunes, and profligate in thcjr manners, (so they 
are described) he embarked with De Lacy and the 
other lords ; attended Cogan and Fitz-Stephen into 
the southern parts of Ireland; and as the city of A. O. 
Cork was now po!(«tessed by aft English garrison com- * ^'^•r 
maided by an English governor, the new claimanta 
hereibunu a kma and hospitable reception. But 
when they came to produce their charters of dona^ "*^ 

tion, and to demand their lands, those Irish' chiefs, 
who had not yet forfeited their rights by any act of 
avowed rebellion against the power of Henry, re- 
monstrated boldly against tfiis intrusion, and insist* 
ed on retaining their native possessions. As there was 
not on either side sufScieiit strength or confidence 
to rely upon the decision of the sword, some incon- 
sideraW* hostilities were succeeded by a treaty, in 
which both parties were oWig-ed to recede from their 
original demands. The Irish elnefs on their part 
allowed Gogan and Fitz^Stephcn a settlement in 

their 



|« HISTORY OP IRELAND. B. I. 

theif^ country^ yielded to them seven cantredji of 
land (as they were called) contiguous ta the city ; 
and on this condition were allowed to reserve the 
remaining territory^ consisting of twenty-four can- 

Hanmer, treds^ to themselvei|. And thus having accommo^ 
dated their differences with an appearance of mutual 
amity, Cogan and Fitz-Stephen led Braosa and his 
train to take possession of their portion. They 
marched towards the city of Limerick in military 
array^ and Mrith an appearance sufficiently respecta- 
ble. But this^ity was possessed by enemies the 
most inveterate and determined. It was instantly set 
on fire at the first approach of the English. Braosa 
was shocked and confounded. His followers^ how- 
ever eager to enrich themselves^ were too dissolute 
and too devoid of all sense of military glory to en- 
counter danger with steadiness and perseverance. 
No persuasion could prevail upon them to attack 
an cnemy^ who had given such ppoofe of savage 
violence. They retired with horror, and soujgpt 
their security among th^ir countrymen in the city 
of Cork. 

In the mean time^ Hugh De l^acy proceeded to 
the administration of his government with abilities 
and vigor. On his arrival at Dublin^ he seems to 
have found the garrison considerably distressed for 
provisions^ which it ^as his first care to supply. 

Ann. He made an incursion into Connaught^ say the Jri^ 

W-MS. annalists, in order to destroy the churches of Clon- 
onaenoise ; which sufficiently marks th^ purpose of 
hi^ expedition to have beeq nothing else but to pos- 
sess himself of the stores deposited in these churches, 
and which he had now the sanction of ecclesiastical 
authority to take for -their just value. He retired. 

Ibid say the same annalists, for fear of the. Irish chiefs. 
More probably he had proceeded without any hos* 
tile intentions, and returned, because he had. ob- 
tained his object. The Irish, no less tjian his own 
countrymen, had reason to be satisfied with his con- 
duct; for his influence^ so far* as it extended, was 

employed 
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employed in protecting them from opposition, soft- I|uimer. 
ening their aversion to the new settlers^ reconciling -^^' 
them to civility^ and teaching them the arts of peace. 
At the same^ time he was no less carefiil to guard 
against the insidious and turbulent spirit of these 
natives^ which injustice and oppression had indeed 
frequently provoked^ and which had frequendy 
broken forth with a dangerous and destructive vio- 
lenc^e. He stationed some of the bravest of the 
original adventurers where they might be most ser^ 
viceable in guarding against mcursions. He was 
indefatigable in raising his forts in every part of 
Leinster^ as he had formerly in Meath; and these 
were entrusted to English lords of assured courage 
and fidelity.. He administered justice with lenity 
and impartiality; and is said to have set tiie ex- 
ample of a politic coalition between the natives of 
each kingdom^ by marrying the daughter of Rq-« 
deric O'Connor. 

BiTT the popularity naturally arising from the 
genius and spirit. of his administration served to ex- 
pose him to envy and malignity. Doubts and sus- Benedict 
picions were suggested to Henry, and but too favour- ^**^- 
ably received. His jealousy of a powerful subject^ Neubr. 
which had operated peculiarly in the case of all the 
great, adventurers ip Ireland^ disposed him to ap^ 
prehend that Lacy, invested as he was with so'e:2^tea- 
sive a domain, and suet important powers, might 
shake off his allegian^^e, and erect himself into an 
independent sovereign. This lord was suddenly 
and unexpectedly recalled to England ; and John, 
Constable of Cheshire, and baron of Halton castle 
and Richard De Peach, bishop of Coventry, were- 
appointed to the government of Ireland, strangers^ 
to the country, and little qualified for this important 
trust. Such mistaken conduct might have proved 
as prejudical to the interests of Henry, as it was 
dishonourable to his policy, had not the ewor been 
corrected within the short space of thr^e montfaus. 
The readiness with which Lacy resided his state. 

; and 
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and appeared before his royal master^ the candid 
explanation^ of his conduct^ and the convictiofi 
which it afforded of his zeal and loyalty^ dissipated 
^ the suspicions of Henry in a moment ; and Lacy 
was again remanded to his ffovemment. Robert oi 
Shrewsbury^ a domestic chajdain^ in whom the king* 
placed peculiar confidence^ atteikied him as a coad* 
jutor^ or rather an inspector of his actions ; which 
StenihorttLacy himself is said to have requested^ that the 
king might be thus authentically informed of all his 
conduct^ and his interests canried on^ without any in* 
terruptions from ignorant or iisu^tions rumour. 

In resuming his govemraent^ Lacy pursued the 
same measures which had hitherto been attended 
with such good effects ; and while he wasbustty em« 
ployed in strengthening and settling the province of 
Leinster^ John DeCourcey with equal diligence con- 
tinued to extend and to secure his settlements in the 
northern province, notwithstanding the vigorous and 
obstinate resistance of the natives. They had taken 
every occasion to harass and distress hnn with the 
implacable resentment of men impatient of his usur- 
pation^ Mid determined in their revenge. They had 
repeatedly attacked, and claimed the honor of de- 
Ann, feating him. Near the town of Newry, in particu- 
MSS. var-lar, a chieftain of Argial had provoked his resent- 
Hanmer, meut, by destroying one of his ships, which had re- 
turned from England laden with stores and provi- 
sions, and massacring the whole crew. John in- 
stantly collected a thousand men, arid marched 
a^fnst the assassin ; but soon learned that this scheme 
ot outrage and cruelty was but a feint to draw him 
from his &stness, and that the northern chiefe lay 
ready to receive him at Dundalk, with an army of 
seten thousand men. A council was held in this 
* dan^rous emergency; and by the advice of Ar- 

moric of St. Laurence (for Courcey himself seems to 
have had m<H*e valour than address) a fliar was 
employed to assure the Irish leaders that a rerafi»ce- 
ment hod lately been received from England, which 

rendered 
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rendered the nqoiberB of their enemy hag^hly formi- 
dable. To aid this deception, the Ekigiish forces 
were so disposed as to make the best and most a- 
larmiag appearance in their march, and advanced 
with every mai'k of confidence and security. The 
Irish were thus effectually deceived, and fled with 
preci^tation, till stopped by a de^ and^rapid river, 
m which several pensned. But as the En^ish pur- 
sued their advantage with an inconsiderate violence, ^nn. 
they turned, and engaging them in the fury of de-Lmn. 
fspair^ obti^ed them to retire with consideraUie loss;^^* 
but by their ovm disorder and confusion were unable 
to improve their victory. If we are to believe the 
Irish annalist, .De Courcey lost on this occasion four 
hundred and fifty of his numbers ; his enemies, but 
one^mndred. Yet neither this, nor another actic»i 
istiU more decisive ipi favour of the Irish, could foree 
him to relinquish his possessions. His process was 
retarded ; but his settlements were still maintained. 

Some excursions from Thomond threatened to Ann. 
disturb the peace of the English province; bujt Anon, 
were quickly repelled, with6ut any considerable loss^^^^ 
In Desmond the late partition of lands was still 
maintained,^ without any apparent discontent. In 
Connaught, the attention of the Irish chieftains 
was c<Hifined to their own factious quarrels. The 
sons of Roderic, those implacable disturbers of his 
government, had given a free Qourse to their brutal 
ambition, and <^onverted his whole territory into ft 
-scene of the mos^t desperate hostilitiei^. No less 
than sixteen young lords, heii*s of ihe ruling fami-ibid, 
lies in this province, fell in one battle. We do not 
learn that tne unhappy Roderic ever solicited assist* 
ance from the English government ; though by his 
treaty with the king of England, he was to be sup* 
ported against all tiis refractory vassals ; yettbytbe 

CA^ment inflicted on his son, it seems to Wve 
n considered as odious and abhorrent to public 
virtue^ to <{all in the^English at all into^ prOtvince, 
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or to admit them to any share in their disputes. 'A 
contrary conduct must have evidently ^ven occasion 
to the new settlers to extend their power and domi- 
nion. But the quarrels in Connaught, by finding 
employment for several turbulent Irish lords, and 
preventing^ them from making any incursions 
through the territories of Meath, favoured the im- 
mediate object of Lacy's government, that of im- 
proving and defending the province of Leinster. 
Here the effects of a wise and strenuous administra- 
tion became every day m<Jre conspicuous, in this 
peaceable and flourishing situation of the whole 
country. 
Ann. var. The winter of the year 1181 was distinguished 
M8S. |jy jjig death of Laurence O'Toole, the prelate of 
Dublin; a man held in high reverence by his su* 
SuriuB. perstitious countrymen, who have been more care- 
HaDiner. ful to preserve the legends of his pretended mira- 
cles, than the history of his political conduct. And 
yet we may collect from the short and obscure memo- 
rials of this period, that he took no inconsiderable 
part in those contests which attended the first esta- 
olishment of the English power in his country. His 
fitther, a lord of some distinction in Leinster, had 
been obliged to deliver him in his early years to 
king DjBrmpd as an hostage, by whom he was assign- 
ed to the custody of the abbot of Glendalagh. 
Thus habituated to retirement and discipline, he 
soon acquired a taste for a devotional and monastic 
course. His monastic virtues recommended him to 
the high station he enjoyed, in which the nobility of 
his birth, and sanctity of his manners, engaged the 
attention and respect of all the higher orders of his 
countrymen, and necessarily involved him in public 
affiiirs. His temperance and purity were softened 
by an extensive hospitality, that virtue of peculiar 
praise in an Unrefined age and country. His guests, 
while feasted with the utmost magnificence and li- 
berality^ saw the prelate himself adhering to the 
strictest rules of abstinence and self-denial. The 

influence 
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influence which he thus acquired^ he is said to have 
emplojred not only in regulating his church, and 
^veming his clergy by the strictest discipline^ but 
m moderating and composing the dissensions of that 
rabble of Insh lords, whose barbarous ambition 
spread anarchy and confusion through their country. 
His opposition to the English interest Wds strenuous 
and determined, so long as opposition coitid be made 
with any prospect of success. To Roderic he prov- 
ed, not only a wise counsellor, but a diligent rtnd 
active emissary; and his patriotic sseal appeal's the 
more amiable, as it was attended with the modera- 
iion of his ecclesiastical character, instead of beings 
disgraced by the treachery and cruelty of too many 
of his countrymen. His love of his own nation wlas 
ever predominant, even after he had found it nedes* 
saryto submit to Henry. Deeply affected Mrith the 
arbitrary and iniquitous conduct of some English 
governors, he made a journey to this prince, pib'-' 
I)osedIy, to lay before him the injuries and oj>pres- 
sioris which his countrymen sustamed. On this dc^ 
casion we are told, that an extraordinary and whim- 
sical incident had well nigh proved fatal to this pre- 
late. He was officiating iri the church of Canter- 
bury, when a man of unsound mind, struck sud- 
denly by the circumstances of the place, the appear- 
ance, and the occupation of the archbishop, seized 
the tiiought of honoring him with the ' crown of 
martyrdom ; and fpr this purpose assaulted him with 
the utmost violence ; nor was Laurence rescued from 
his attack till he had been desperately wounded in 
the head. The wretch was seized } and would have 
suj9ered capitally for this act of madness, had not 
the prelate interceded, and prevailed on the king to 
pardon him. Prom England he was summoned to 
the counqil of Lateran, in the year 1179, where, 
by Henry's permission, he attended ; and* although 
it be asserted tha.t he was bound by a solemn oath 
not to attempt any thing on this occasion derogatory 
Vot. I. S to 
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to the king's digpiity and authoritv; yet be sliD 
thoujg^ht himself at liberty to di^layWateal against 
the mjurtice of the Engndi governors in Ireland^ 
aad nmde the inost afiecting representations in this 
couneil €( the ivron^and odamities of his cfmntry* 
men. He is also said to have so fiur influenced the 
fathers^ that some decrees were made in &Yor of 
the Irish nation*. Bnt Aiis a^eal waa so <yflensive to 
Henry^ that be sent him a mandate forbidding him 
to return to his pastoral charge; so that lAuienee 
died an e^iiSe in Normandv. 
CKnkL He ivas succeeded by John Comyn, an Enslisb- 
^^ ma»^ whom Henry nominated to the dergy of Dub^ 
fin^ and whose election was^ratified by pope Lucius^ 
mtb a confirmation of the grants made of the rights^ 
SBod possessions of the see f . The new piefaite was 
tbosen by the kinga» a man addicted to his inter* 
ests, and who promised vigor and abilities no less 
in ten^pohd affairs than those of his particular func- 
tion. Men of abilities indeed^ both in war md 
politics^ were now sooght out^ and sent to Ireland^ 
to repair the losses lately sustained of some of the 
A.D^ bravest and most distingiriidied oFthe original ad- 
Gi^ venturers. Five years had elapsed sonee Cbgan and 
Fits-Stephen enjoyed tbeir settlements in Deta^ond. 
The latter, thougb deeply affected by the death of 
a favorite son, seemed to haye the proq[>ect of n 
peaceable repose fNrovided for his old age«^ A ge- 
neral intercourse with^the IrisK natives apparently 
reconeiled him to the new settlers; he lived and 
consorted with them in the utmost confidence, little 
suspecting (hat mafignity wl|ieb lay coached under 

tbir 
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the faifest. appearances of friendship^ Milo de Co- 
gkn^ who had occasion to hold some coaference mth 
the cHizens of Waterfimly went toward Lismore, 
the place appointed for their interview^ attended by 
Ralphs ltnother«(on of Fits-Stephen^ who had mar** 
riea his dau«;hter. They were^ by app<Hntnient^ to 
have spent the next night at the house of anlrah^ 
man called Mac Tire^ with whom they had been 
partievdariy connected. But this wreteh^ who, at 
the very moment of his hospitable invitation, har- 
boured the most treacherous and bloody {mrpose, 
fell suddenly upon them in the midst of their secuf 
irity^ assassinated both Cog^n and his scm-in-law^ 
with five others of their company, and ifed to his 
countrymen t^ boast of this exploit, and to persuade 
them to rise up agaiat the foreigners, Mac-Arthy 
instantly took arms; and renouncing allegiance to 
the Ekiglish government, with the usual levity of 
his countrymen, marched to Co A; where Pitz- ' 

Stephen was obliged, in the midst of grief and con- 
sternation, to provide for his defence against an ent^^* 
my much superior in numbers, and obstinately bent 
on his destruction. 

Raymowp he Gross, now seated in Wexford^ 
wa^ not inattentive to his uncle's danger; and con* 
triyed, by a small embarkation of chosen troops to 
reinforce the garrison of Cwk; and by the t^i-or 
of his name, and the skill and vigor of his opera^ 
tioBS, forced dlie men ^f Desmond to raise the siege, 
and at length to submit and sue for peace: thus 
di^laying to the last^ a spirit superior to that of 
his rival, Hervey of Mountmorres, who about tliis 
time engaged in a religious life, and hid himself in 
a monastery, the usual retreat of spleen and disap^ 
pointment. Pitz-Stephen was not seni^ble of this 
important service. Grief, vexation, and fati^e^ 
had proved too heavy for his years, and deprived 
the unhappy veteran of his reason. 

To supply the loSs sustained in Desmond, Henry qj^jJi^ 
«ent Aichara, brother to the late Milo de Cogan,Cacik 

who 



140 HISTORY OF )11ELAND. B. L 

who led a chosen body of forces into Ird^iid; autd 
was followed by PhUip Barry^ aqotHer brave com- 
mander^ with a new ai|d valuable reinforcement. 
Girald Baircy^ an ecclesiastic^ better kno\m bv the 
name of Can^brensis, attended his brother Phuip in 
thb expedition^ on whose abilities Henry had such 
reliance^ that he entrusted him vfith the tutelage of 
his son John^ and now sent him to ^in such mfor- 
tnation^ and to assist in such dispositions as might 
lie convenient to this prince^ destined to assume the 
reins of government in Ireland. For the same pur? 
pose was thq arcl^bishop of Publin commanded to 
repair to his diocese. 

[ These English ecclesiastics ^eem to have passed 
into IrelaQ4 ^ith that sovereign contempt of those 
Vith whom thiev were to converse, and that perfect 
ponvictjoa of tbeii: owi^ superiority^ i?f hich bespeak a 
ponti*acted n}indj» and Yl^hich a contracted mind i9 
fiot careful to conceal While Cambrensis seemed 
desirous tp inform himself, from hi? Irish brethren, 
pf the state and circumstanqea pf their ecclesiastical 
constitution, he could not refrain from mortifying 
ihein by invidious Qbg(ervation§ on their cKurchj, 
whic^ they weiNs thus picqued to defend and extol 
with greater sseal. They recqitnted the illu^riou9 
licts of tbosie hply ipen, whose piety and learning 
had adorned thq church of Jreland> and the large 
catalogue of paints it had produced. ' " Saints r' 
f»id Girald, yfiih the utmost self-sufficiency, " Yes^ 
" you have your saints ; but where ar^e your mar^ 
'' tyrs? I cannot find one Irish martyr in your Ca- 
fUendar/' "'Alas!" replied the prelate oi Cashel^ 
who pix>bably looked on the death of Becket as a 
real martyi-dom, V It. must be ^acknowledged thai 
'/ as yet our p^ple have nqt learned such enormou; 
'' ^uilt, as to ntunder God's servants; hut nQ^ that 
'' Englishj[nen haye ^ttled in pur is)apd, and that 
'' Henry is our i^vei:eign, we may soon expect 
^^' enough of martyrs to t?tke away this r.epicoach 
!' fi:t)cn our church/' 

AaRoaANCfi 
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Aero^ance naturally begat hatred; and recri- 
mination was the necessary consequence of Tiole^t 
inveotives. In their synodical meetings, these pror 
fessors of the religion of peace were chiefly em* 
ployed in all the bitterness of mutual reproach. The 
abbot of Baltinglass preaching on the subject pf cle- 
rical continence, took occasion to extol the exemr 
plary chastity of his brethren before they had been 
infected by the contagion of English foreigners; 
and described the libidinous excesses of these new 
clergy, with an offensive acrimony. He was an- 
swered by Cambrensis with still greater acrimony, 
who, while he allowed the praise of chastity to the 
Irish ecclesiastics, charged their whole order with 
revelling, falsehood^ bfirbarity, treachery, and dis- 
simulation. The warmth which an Irish bishop ex- 
pressed at such virulence served but to excite thm 
ridicule of the other party, who observed, with a 
contemptuous triumph, liow ill such spirit suited tht? 
eifeminancy of his appearance. Contemptible as 
fiuch altercations mjpty appiear, they had a dattgerous 
influence in propagating find f6meritin^ animosities 
between two people, who, cfrctimstanced as th^y 
now were^ could find their real intej'ests only in a 
rational and equitable union. . ' '• 'J 

And as if all mejisures were to be taken to pro-QiniW 
vokethe Irisl^ natives :t^ t}ie upmost, Hpnry, withH*^**"' 
an instability not v^ery accountable in ' so great ft 
character^ once more listened to the suggestions ' 

of those who represented thie dangerous now* I 

erofhis Irish vice-getrcnt, his ambition, ana his 
alarming connection with the king of Connaughi^ 
recalled Lacy from his government, and appointed 
for his successor Phjjip Pe Brao?», or Philip pf Woi^- 
cester as h^ ia called^ a man wh'o^e solei object was 
to enrich himself by plunder an4 oppression. His 
first act of power was to wr^st some valuable lands 
from proprietor? wjio h^d purchased of Lacy, uq- 
der pretence of appointing them for the king's pro- 
visions. He im^rched through di0erent parts of 
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the kingdom with a formidable body of troops^ ^i- 
forcing his exactions with the utmost vigor. At 
Armagh he spent six days feasting and revelling in 
mid-lent, to tne great scandal of this seat of piety^ 
and extorting money from the clergy with the most 
unrelenting severity. In vain did the sufferers 
pleads that by the articles of the synod of Cashel 
they were exempt from military exactions; they 
had no resource but to denounce the judgments of 
Heaven against their ravager. A sudden fit of sick- 
ness, which seized him atliis departure, was confi- 
dently declared to be the effect of such denuncia- 
tions. An accidental fire k^ the quarters pf Hugh 
' Tirrel, one of his attendants, was converted Into 
a miraculous punishment of his sacrilege^ in robbing 
one of the religious houses of their furnace. This 
ignorant superstition served to confirm the preju- 
dices, and enflame the avereion of the natives; en- 
couraging them to hope, that they should still find 
some favourable occasion to exterminate those, who 
were the declared objects of Divine wrath. 

BtuT the powjer which Philip exercised with sudi 

odious violence was not of long. duration ; for prinqe 

John now prepared to exercise that authority in Ire- 

A.D. land, which Henry's late donation fi^d conferred 

!!»• igpon. him. ^ He r^eiyed the order of knighthood 

. : from his Other's hand ; apd a splendid ti^in was 

?rovide4 to att^id him to his seat of government. 
^ ^he Roman pontifil^ who assumed the ttght of ere- 

ton. .ating kings^ is said to have formerly given Henry 
MoredeaL ^|g permission to appoint which ever OT his sons he 
should chuse king of Ireland ; and now the same ri- 
diculous arrogance was repeated, under the pre- 
tence of favour and indulgence to the English mo- 
narch, although he dad but just refused to^o to the 
Holy Liand/ at the urgent instances of the pope. 
A Jlqgate was sent to England, who made a graci- 
ous tender of his services to wait on the prince, and 
to perfonn the ceremony of his coronation in Ire- 
land ; 
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land ; presendng' him at lihe same thne with It curi- 
ous diadem of peacock's feathers^ hallowed by the 
benediction of the sovereign pontiff. But Henry, 
who possibly disliked this officious interference of 
the pope, when it was not necessary to his purposes, 
and possibly apprehended that too great exaltation 
might encourage his young son to such acts of di»* 
obedience as he had alreaidy experienced in his &• 
mily, declined this gracious offer, and sent John toOtnUL 
his government without any additional title or cere- C«n^ 
menial, but with a considerable force, and a magnifi* 
cent attendance. 

A COMPANY cf gallant Normans in the pride of 
youth, luxurious and insolent, formed the splendid 
and the favorite part of this prince's train ;• and 
were followed by a number of Englialimen, stranseis 
to the country tney were to visit, desperate in mmr 
fortunes, the consequence of a life of profligacy, 
and filled with vast expectations of advantage from 
tfieir present service. Those hardy Welshmen, who 
bad nrst adventured into Ireland, and now attended 
to do homage to prince John, were but disagreea- 
ble mates to his gay courtiers; nor had the young " 
prince sufficient jud^ent and experience to treat 
them with due attention. Glanville, a sage and^emi- Obnti^ 
nent lawyer, bad been sent by Henry to assist andf 
direct his son. Several grave ecclesiastics were aJbo 
appointed to accompany him; and among these 
Cambrensis, who haa acquired some knowledge of 
the state of Ireland, and returned in order to attdiHi 
his master. But men of sage and reverend charae* 
ters were considered only as the formal appendages 
of a court, where a prince, yet in his boyish years, 
was engrossed by young associates, who flattered his 
levity, and provided for his pleasures. The whoki 
asstoibly embarked in a fleet of sixty ships, and ai^ 
rived at Waterford after a prosperous voyage, fflt^ 
ing the whole country round wftb surpme aiMi «> 
pectation. 

The 
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The &me of this embarkation had a happy influ- 
Girald. enpe Upon the Irish chieftains, of whom several, 
the most refractory, now deteimiined to do homage 
to the king's son, terrified by the magnificent repre- 
sentations of his force, and reconciled to submission 
by the dignity of hi^ birth and station. But those 
native lords of Leinster, who had ever adhered, to 
the En^sh government, were the first to pay their 
duty to the prince, and to congratulate his arrival. 
They quickly flocked to Waterford, and ^ exhibited 
a spectacle to the Norman courtiers, which could 
not fail to provoke their contempt and ridicule. 
They saw men clothed in a manner totally diflferent 
fi»m their own, with hair of a diflferent form, bushy 
beards, and aH the marks of what they readily jh-o- 
nounced to be rudeness and barbarism. These un- 
f^hionable figures, who neither spake their lan- 
guage, nor were acquainted with their manners, ad* 
vaojced with great ease through the glittering circle, 
and according to their own customs and notions*of 
respect, attempted to kiss the young prince. His 
attendants stepped in, and prevented this horrid 
violation of decorum, by rudely thrusting away the 
Irish lords. The whole assembly burst into peals of 
laughter, plucked the beards, and committed various 
personal indignities upon their guests and allies, to 
demonstrate their own superior elegance of manners, 
and gratify the childish petulance of their master. 
Such were the tempers and understandings that were 
to regulate the affairs of a disordered kingdom, to 
protect their adherents, to conciliate the unfi-iendly, 
^d to n^uce the disobedient. 

The Irish lords, amidst all this disgusting plain- 
Qess and novelty of appearance, were spirited and 
proud; tenacious of their state, and of all men most 
n»i impatient of the slightest mark of contempt. They 
turned their backs upon the court, boiling with in* 
d^ation; they met others of their countrymen 
hastening to the pnnce ; they related the manner of 

their 



Cii. 6. HENRY II. 145 

their own reception; they enflamed them to the 
highest pitch of resentment ; they returned to their 
habitations^ collected their families and substance, 
and reps^iring, some to the chiefe of Cotinaught, 
others to those of Thomondand Desmond, enlarged 
on the indignities they had sustained, expressed their 
own determined' purpose of revenge, entreated the 
more powei'ful lords to unite bravely against an ene- 
my possessed with an obstinate and implacable aver- 
sion to their whole nation, in despite of every con- 
cession or submission ; requesting them seriously to 
consider what treatment tiiey were to expect ii^ho 
had discovered any reluctance in yielding to the 
English invaders, when those who had been the first 
to submit, found their services repaid with con- 
temptuous insolence and outrage. The flame was 
readily caught. The chieftains agreed, instead of 
proceeding to do homage to prince John, to forget 
their private animosities, to unite in support of their 
independence, and to bind themselves in solemn 
league to exert their utmost endeavours to free their 
country from these imperious foreigners. 

To enflame this dangerous spirit yet further, the 
attendants of prince John thought themselves every 
where privileged to harass and oppress. Even in 
the maritime towns, which king Henry had peculi- 
arly reserved to himself, new grants were pretended, 
and new claims advanced against the citizens, to 
deprive them of their possessions ; so that, instead 
of doing martial service, these veterans were wholly 
engaged in vexatious litigation, to guard against 
the attempts of rapaciousness and fraud. The Irish- 
men who had peaceably submitted to live under 
English lords, and held the lands assigned to thein 
for their services by English tenures, were treated 
with still less resferve. They were at once driven 
from their settlements with the most disdainful inso 
len'ce, to make way for these luxurious courtiere, or 
their minions. They fled to the enemy with the most 
rancowus aversion to their oppressors; informed 

ToL-I. T them 
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them of the situation and circumstance of the Eng* 
lish settlements; taught 4hem those arts of war^ 
which they had learned by a long intercourse with 
the foreigners^ and directed where their attacks 
might be most effectual and distressing. 

While the storm of war was thus collecting, 

John kept his state in idle pomp, and his attendants 

indulged in their usual excesses. The clei^ soli* 

cited for grants to the church; the soldiers urged 

Rot ant the necessity of defence. The religious house of 

penet Saint Thomas the Martyr receive additional dona- 

MTdJs tions; and three castles were ordered to be raised 

OinkL ^^ Tipperary, Ardfinnin, and Lismore, as a kind 

Camb. of barrier to the English province* But the noise 

AigtMS.of insurrection soon became terrible to this youn^ 

1>rince and his luxurious train. The alarm of hosti* 
ities and disasters poured in from every quarter. 
The lately erected castles, and other places of 
rtrength occupied by the English^ were suddenly 
attacked. At Lismore, Robert Barry was surprised 
and slain with his whole troop ; Arafinnin was at- 
tacked by the prince of Limerick ; the garrison se* 
duced into an ambush by the hopes of prey, and 
put to the sword without mercy. The brave Ro*- 
t>ert de la Poer was surprised and slain in Ossory. 
Canton and Fitz-Hngh, two other Engiidi lords of 
distinguished valor, met with the same fate in their 
different quarters. M ac-Arthy of Desmond march- 
ed against Cork ; but was boldly opposed by Theo^ 
bald Pitz- Walter, who had accompanied Pitz-An- 
delm into Ireland, and proved the foundef' of the 
noble house of Ormond. He is said to have sud- 
denly attacked the Irish prince while in conference 
with certain men of Cork at some distance from the 
town^ and to have slain him with his whole party. 
Such multiplied incursions could not but astoaish 
and confound the English government. The land 
was laid waste ; lamentations were every where 
heard, and affecting reports ev«y day receive of 
some carnage or commotion. Even in Meatb, whidi 

the 
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thjB wise poreeautions of He Lacy had apparently se- 
cured from danger^ a despera^^e inroad threatened 
to lay waste the whole district^ and was^ with difB^ 
fsglty rqpelled by William Petit^ a brave cominander, 
who sent the heads of one hundred of the invadere 
to Dublin. The only vigorous opposition to these 
incursions was made by the origmal adventurers; 
for the English forces^ .which had lately arrived, 
wefe little accustomed to such kind of war; nor 
were the heavy arms of a Norman knight weU 
calculated to repel these sudden and desultory 
attacks^ much less to pursue an enemy into their 
woods and morasses, wha disappeared as soon as 
they had executed their immediate purpose. After 
some unsuccessful attempts against their invadei*S3 
these gay soldiers, smarting with loss an4 disgrace^ 
shrunk into their fortified towns, where they lived 
in riot, while the open country was a scei^e of ha- 
Yock and confusion. Tillage and cultivation wer^ 
entirely at an end. The improvident young prince 
had lavished the sums appointed to pay his army ; 
BO that a dreadful dearth of provisions threatened to 
follow close upon'profuseness, w^r, and luxury. 

Eight months of disorder had elapsed, before 
Henry was fully informed of the dangerous situation 
of his Irish interests, and determined to recal young 
John from a government so weakly and wantonly 
administered. The king had about this time been 
unhappily deprived of the services of Hugh . De 
Lacy, The late incursions into Meath had not beenairald, 
repelled without considerable damage to .his lands, Camb. 
which, when the country had been once composed, 
be was hidefatigable in repairing. He proceeded 
without delay to rebuild the old, and to erect new 
forts, in every situation which required strength. 
Earnestly intent on these important works, his cus- 
tom was to oversee the labourws, among whom were 
many of his Irish tenants, to point out their busi- 
ness, and ofltentimes'to Is^^our m. the trenches with 
his own hands^ for their greatei* encouragement 

and 
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and direction. One of these forts he was proceed- 
Ann- ing to erect at Dorrowe^ or Derwarth^ as the histo- 
MSS rians call the p)ace^ upon the site of a venerable 
abbey. The Irish were shocked at such profanatinn 
of this antient seat of devotion, ^ residence of one 
of their most renowned saints ; and the hatred of 
their invader, enflamed by this superstition, operat- 
ed upon one of the workmen even to a degree of 
phrensy. He seized the moment when Lacy was 
employed in the trenches ; and as he stooped down 
to explain his orders, drew out his battle-axe, which 
had been concealed under his long mantle, and at 
one vigorous blow smote off his head. He was too 
much mvoured by his countrymen not to effect his 
escape.. The flame of hisurrection was instantly re- 
kindled in Meath. The news of Lacy's death was 
^ eagerly spread abroad, and joyfully received. The 
Ibid. ignorant clergy represented it as au act of vengeance 
executed by the holy Kolomb-kill on this sacrilegi- 
ous usurper of his abbey, and ravager of Irish 
churches% The people were thus taught to exult 
and triumph in this treacherous assassination ; and 
the Irish insurgents of all parts wfere confirmed and 
Girtli encouraged in their hostile purposes. As the robust 
Camb. and boisterous valour of De Courcey seemed to be 
Henry's best resource in this dangerous situation of 
affairs, he was entrusted with the Irish government ; 
A. D. and John returned to England with his giddy train, 
li?6. y^i^Q seemed pleased to escape from a country of 
turbulence and danger. 

De Courcey thus left with the old adventurers, 
proceeded to the business of war, for which he was 
Haam«r. best calculated, with indefatigable vigour. In con- 
junction with young Lac\% son to the late lord, he 
is said to have taken severe vengeance for the mur- 
Girald. der of his gallant countiyman. He kept his forces 
Canlb. in continual action, repelling his invaders, and ter- 
rifj^ing them by the fiime of his valour, and the 
spirit of his operations. And in this defensive war 
(for tcr such was he reduced) many circumstances 

concurred 



/ 
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concurred to favor him, and to preseire the Eng^ 
lish power from that' total extirpation with which it 
had been lately threatened. The native Irish, in all 
the mischiefs they had wrought, acted from sudden 
fits of passion and violence, which time naturally al- 
layed. Their national pride still made them too 
insensible to the progress of the English, and the 
real consequence of their settlements, even at the 
very time when they vowed the most desperate at- 
tempts against them. They who in the provinces 
most distant from the seat of English government, 
felt least from their invaders, soon forgot the com-Ann. var. 
mon danger, when not immediately impending, and M^S. 
turned their attention to , those particular quarrels 
which still raged among themselves. In the nor- 
thern parts of Ireland, instead of bending their 
whole force against the English settlements, the 
chiefs were engaged in the bloodiest hostilities against 
each other. In Connaught, the rebellious sons of 
Roderic at length prevailed, deposed the unhappy 
father, and obliged him to seek refuge from a life 
of turbulence and vexation, in the venerable mo- 
nastery of Cong. Old claims to the nominal sove- 
reignty of Ireland were revived. One pretender Amu 
of the O'Loughlan family was deposed ; another^"^^ 
succeeded, ended his short career in a violent death, 
and his rival was restored ; but falling in a skiimish 
with one of the English garrisons of Ulster, left (he 
fiitile object of dispute to produce new disorders. 
Pactions and local feuds were thus multiplied ; andlWd. 
in the rage of jealousy and revenge, -the weaker 

f)arty sometimes sought assistance even in the 'Eng- 
ish settlements, 

De Courcey was thus better enabled to support 
his government against a divided and distracted 
enemy. But of a temper too bold and violent to 
be long contented with acting on the defensive, ho 
resolved to make an attempt upon the disordered 
province of Connaught. He collected his bravest Ibii 
kniffhts, and the most considerable part of bis Eng- 

^ lish 
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liah fmees, and maiched with more valor than oir- 
cumspection^ into a coun^ where he expected a 
complete conquest^ without resistance. He soon 
learned^ however, that Connor Moienmoy^ the 
reigning son of Roderic^, and O'Brien^ the Munster 
prince^ were preparing to attack him wkh numbers 
much superior to his own^ and considerably im- 
proved both in arms and discipline^ by their contests 
and intercourse with the English. De Courcey was 
at once determined^ by this alarming intelligence, 
to put an end to his rash adventure^ by a speedy 
retreat into Ulster. But scarcely had he proceeded 
to the execution of his purpose, when he was in< 
formed that another powerful army kiy in an advan^ 
tageous situation, ready to oppose his progress*. 
He returned to his former camp, when the coofe* 
derate army of Connaught and Thomond immedi* 
ately appeared, and threatened to overwhelm him. 
The courage of the English was here put to a se- 
vere trial. The enemy prest upon th^m ; nor did 
they repel their repeated assaults without consider* 
able loss. Their only hopes were to secure a re- 
treat; and in forcingn their way throug the Irish 
ai-my, several of their brave knights were slaughter- 
ed ; a retreat, however, was eflfected ; and .the ene^ 
my were contented with the glory of driving De 
Courcey from the province, 
Ann, Tills disgrace of the English arms (for such it 

g^' was esteemed by those who were not judges of the 
merit of this retreat) encouraged the chieftains of 
Ulster and Argial to attack the English settlements 
^n their territories. A survivor of the family of 
O^Loughlan fell in his rash attempt on one Of the 
garrisons of Ulster. O'Carrol, the Irish prince of 
ly^ial, was defeated in a like attack ; and the chief- 
tain of Fermanagh, his associate, slain in the pur* 
suit. To suppress these petty commotions,, DeCour*> 
cey marched once more into Ulster ; stormed and 
burned the town of Armagh, where his enemies had 
iMieinbled^ t^fied them by th^ violence of his ex- 

ecutioix. 
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ecution, and re-established an appearance iaf tran* 
quillity tiirough the whole province^ \<rithout any op-^ 
position from his enemies of Connaught Here 
Connor Moienmoy fell by the hand of an assassin 
hired by his own ambitious brother. This brother 
Was slain in revenge by a son of Connor; and the 
province once more involved in anarchy and slaugh- 
ter^ the dreadful consequences of unnatural rebdl* 
lion among the sons of Roderic. And thus by his 
own vigor^ and the dissensions of liis enemies^ 
John De Courcey was enabled to maintain the au* 
thority of English government; and to support the 
acQuisitions already made in Ireland^ by vigilance 
and courage^ though not to extend them by recOn* 
ciling tibose who submitted with a sullen rancor^ or 
subduing the more open and avowed contemners of 
his authority. 

Such was the situation of ai&irs in Ireland^ when 
Henry the second^ harassed by the treachery of his 
vassals^ the machinations of France^ and the disobe* 
dience and revolt of his sons, sunk under those ac- 
cumulated vexations which he had so long support- 
ed with magnanimity and vigor/Tind di^ at Chi- 
non, in July of the year 1189; a prince, whom 
impartial Judgment and reflection must rank among 
the first characters of history. They who conceive 
that rightfiil power must ever have a pure and right- 
fill origin, have been at consideraWe pains to detend 
his invasion- of Ireland upon the pnnciples of jus* 
tice; and have supported his claims to the sove- 
reignty of this counti-y witli a seriousness and so- 
lemnity as ridiculous as the pains which their anta- 
gonists have taken to invalidate them. Henry 
himself was too discerning to ransack the fabulous 
histories g( Britain, or the forged annals of the Sax- 
on reigns, or to recur to the formal donations of 
the pope^ for any other purpose but to give bis en* 
terprize some colour of pretence, or some degree of 
plausibility with the vulgar, the prejudiced, and the 
superstitious. But whatever were the original pre* 

tence% 
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tences for his enterprize, the ambition of his youth 
and prosperity would have prpved of singular advan- 
tSi^eJLo a disordered nation^ had the incidents of his 
reign permitted him to effect a real conquest^ and of 
cousequenceithe establishment of a wise and equita- 
]^le foraj of government in Ireland. 

CiRCU|f8TAKC£0 as he was^ upon the first appli- 
cation of the Leinster prince, the only prudent 
measure be could have taken^ was to encourage pri- 
vate adventurers to court their fortune in his ser- 
vice. Their rapid progress might, in tjme^ have 
completed the subjection of the whole country. But 
the acquisition would have been their own. The 
policy of Henry is, therefore, not impeached by 
discouraging and controling them. His personal 
appearance m Ireland promised a speedier and more 
effectual establishment of his dominion, had he been 
suffered to continue there. Nor can we reflect, with- 
out indignation, that a prince of such abilities as 
Henry, was diverted from a purpose of such real 
moment, by the contemptible insolence ofapope^ 
and the disobedience of an ungrateful son. The 
sr^easures he pursued, in consequence of this fatal in- 
terruption, wete those of good policy controled by 
necessity; but such as neither tended to allay his 
jealousy of the growing power of his vassals, ncMr yet 
to advance the progress of their arms. Extensive 
grants and privileges, necessary as they might have 
Been, tended to create independence. A change of 
deputies, and a succession of new settlers, raised- jea« 
lousies and animosities between the English them- 
selves, The original adventurers were piqued at 
the partiality shewn to the new settlers; the new 
settlers envied the original adventurers; and the 
consequence might have proved fatal, had not their- 
enemies been still more disunited. The very terms 
of his treaty ^jvith Roderic O'Connor shew, that 
Henry was obliged to yield to the necessity of his 
affairs, «and to accommodate the transactions in Ire- 
land to his more pressing interests. At If ast, it is 

more 
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more hcmot'abie to bis poIiicy> to suppo^ie tliit hii 
original ]^ur|K»se was something of greater value 
tiiim to acquire a sovereignty marked by nothing 
but a formal homage^ and an inconsiderable tri- 
bute. 

CAMBftfiiisis calls his history of the transactions 
how related, that of the Conquest of Ireland ; a 
riditinlous flattery of hisf maigter Heniy, whidi has 
freqii^ntly been echoed by succeeding writers. Th^ 
eourt chaplain of the twelfth century may be par* 
doaed ; but when the professor of lawg in the eigh-^ 
teentfa, asserts in form Ihat Ireland was conquered 
by Henry the second, and hence proceeds to establish 
the formidable rights of conq«iegt, it may not be 
impertinent to state the real matter of fkct. And 
thus it seems to be. 

SoMJi Engltsli lordsy with their vassals^ engage 
ia tbe service of an exiled prince in one of the Irii^ 
provinces. They have towns and lands assigned to 
them for their service, in assisting hinj to recover hhi 
dtmiiriioim. They resign their acquisitions to Hen- 

2, and are again mvested with ifiost of tbetn, which 
ey consent to hold as his liege sftibjects, by th* 
usaal En^kh tenures. Henry, on his |*irt, profriis* 
mg ths^ &i^e hid subjects in their new settl^nient^ 
shall, with all their dependencies, cflfi|oy the advun-^ 
tage of their oid constitution, tfnd fa^ ge^e^med by 
the laws of England. Several of the Irisn chiefs also' 
submit to pay homage atid tribmle to Henry; afnd 
in consequence of their cessions receive hisfM'onnitse 
to enjoy their other rights and privileges. Rod^rie, . 

who daims a ^n|>eriority over th^ others, after h«v- 1 

ing bidden defiance to tfaie Englilsh Tnonarck (br ti 
wbiki^ at l^gth, by a treaty regufcetiiy coridfieted md 
jimmnried, eng%es onfaia part tb become hk K^^- 
nfan/and topay him tribute; on ^bich cotiditfon' 
it is^sqfiressly stipidated thtft he shall enjoy his rl^tii; 
lands; and sove^ignlies, as fully as before the kifir 
of England ever appeared, or iMerfered in Ireland: 
No contracts coiild be more en^licitly or precisely- 
Vat.' I, U ascer- 
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ascertained. Acc6rdmgly, the English ad^enturersr 
govern their district by their own model ;. the native 
ehiefk, through far the greater part of Ireland^ act 
independently of the English government; make 
Mrar and peace, enter into leagues and treaties 
amongst each otber ; punish malemctovs^ and govern 
by their own antient laws and customs. It requires 
but a moderate attention to the records of these 
times, to know what degree of real power Henry 
acquired in Ireland ; and but a moderate^ skill in 
politics to decide what rights he acquired either 
over the English adventurers, or the native Irish, 
by his federal "transactions vrith each; whether we 
consider the grounds of his invasion, or the nature 
and extent of their submission^,, or the pisrport of 
his stipulations. 

Richard, on his accession to the thi*one of Eng- 
land, was too much engaged, by moiDe brilliant ob* 
jects, to enquire minutely inta the royal claims i» 
Ireland ; and too indulgent to his brother John to 
question the power and authority he derived from, 
his father's grant, and exercised in this country. 

2JJ^ The style which John now assumed was that of 
John> eari of Moreton, and lord of Ireland. By 
this latter title be, had formerly granted lands to die 
monastery oi Saint Thomas the Martyr at Donoure^ 
as weSas the eusloms of beer and mead, which, as 
it is expressed in the charter, be used to receive 
firom the publicans of Dublin. And one of the 
first acts of authority which he now exercised, wa» 

^t"**ne ^ S^^^ ^ *^*® religious house a tenth of the re- 

^P^'^^^enue.of Aig city of Dublin, as it is expressly called. 

Midis. By another charter it was invested with several pri^ 
yiieges and possessions, with immtmkies from all 
exactions ana secular services,* excepting only — in 
J^iis quuB ad tegiam coronam pertinent ; with a power 
of holding a court for all pleas and complaints, 

ibii. ni^ de hiis qua ad regiam coronam spectaverint. To 
the city of Dublin he granted francfaises and liber* 
ties, to be held of him and his heirs. He granted 

lands 
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laade to be held by knights service^ of him and hw Lib. Nig. 
heirs, Mith liberties and free CQstoms, and with a ^^?^' 
reservation of church-lands, donations of bishop* Ant. Lit 
rics and abbeys^ >and pleas belonging to the crown. Patent. 
He confirmed a. grant of lands to the abbot of Lib. nig. 
Glendalagh/and united tlie see of Olendalagh to^j;*JjJ^^^ 
that of DubMn. The deputies appointed to govern Regist.' 
in Ireland during the reign of Richard, w^e a,p- vocat. 
pointed by John ; as we learn from the monitory Csede. 
of pope Innocent III. addressed to John, in which Epist.D«- 
lie calk Hamo de Valoniis OflScialis nobilis, viri co* <^et. Edit 
initis de Mauritania^ and commands Mm to oblige * Baluz. 
this his minister to restore whatever he had taken 
firom the church of Leighlin. Hoveden also calls 
Jlamo de Valoniis Sg cateros custodes Hibemue, ho- 
mines comitis Johannis fratris Ricardi regis Angli^e. 

We see then what essential acts of power John . 
-exercised in Ireland, during the reigns of his father 
•and of 1R:ichard. Y^t whatevw pompons ideate 
name of lord of Ireland may convey, he was certainly 
"lord of Ireland in no other sense, t^iaTi the English 
^vemors appointed by Henry had been gover- 
nors of Ireland. In the parts of this kingdom 
tiot immediately possessed by the English, his ~ • 
authority was not acknowledged even by fo^ 
reigners. For when king Richard had prevailed 
x>n the pope to send his legate, in order to solicit ^*^^- 
<!ontribtttiens for his expedition to the Holy Land, *^*^ 
this legate was commissioned to exercise his juris- 
diction in EJngland, Wales, atid tthose parts of Ire*^ 
laiid, in whicn John, earl of Moreton, had power '^ 
and dominion. John himself speaks in the samie Lib. Nig. 
manner; for in his charter of franchises to the^"^^!®?* 
citizens of Dublin, he grants them immunities, not 
through all Ireland, where they could not he ac- 
knowledged or enjoyed, but, as he expresses it, 
-per totam Urrnm Sg potestatem meam^ And Eva, Regist 
the heiress of king Dermod, speaks ivith still more ^^^^; 
precisiou. She confirms the ^rante made to the see ^ihi, * 

of ' 
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fid Dublio by earl John, and other good men of 
h^ioBteVy tbe proper and immediate seat of English 
power*. 

WhiiiB John reserved the exercise of the abovcr 
meipiioned potveis to himself^ the iidministration of 
affairs in Irel^^nd, and the support of his authority 
ifi this kingdom^ ^rere entmsted to the English der 
Ilaiuner. puties. On the accession of Richard^ Hugh De 
I^Msy the younger h^ so effectually recommended 
himself to eail John^ that Jie was enabled to sup- 
plant De Courcey^ and obtained his government. 
The rou^h uncourtly soldier could not conceal his 
indignation to find the merit of his services thus 
slighted. He retired to Ulster^ resolving to avail 
himself of the grants he had received from Henry^ 
and to confine his attention to his own immediate 
interests, as a private adventurer. By detaching 
himself from the new deputy, he betrayed the resu 
weakness of tlie English government, a system of a 
^ir and plausible appearance, but unable to support 
the jealoiisias and contests of rival lords. The Irish 
natives were not insensible of their advantage ; nor 
had the national spirit, though frequently supprosa- 
ed, been yet entirely extinguished by their private 
quaripels. 

Among the survivors of the rebellious house qf 
Roderic O'Connor, Cathal, suniamed the Bloody?- 
Qanded, now stood highest in the esteem of his 

caun^ 

* Erejpstro vocato Creek Mihi, foK 90. 

*' Omnibus t«ra praBsentibus quain futuris, ad qtios praeseus charta 
pervenerit. Eva comitissa hxr^s regis Derraitii, salutem 

'' Noverit universitas vestra me, pro salute anims meee & dorakii mei 
coniitis Ricardi & anteoessorum, ooneessittse, & praiseQti charta confii>^ 
niasae Deo & ecclesise Dubliuiensi, Sc Johanni ejusdem ecclesiae archie* 
piscopo, & successoribus suis, omnes possessiones & elcemosyBas, tarn in 
ecclesiasticis quam in muridanis tencmetitis, qUas eis comes Johannes & 
alii boni viri de Lagenia, pia krgitione contulerunt. £t volo quod ptm- 
fataecclesio^ et ejusdem ecc^esia; arcbiepiscopi eas teneaat & habeant li^ 
bere, quiete, & bonorifice, & iiitegre, cum omnibus pertinentis sais in 
perpetaam eleemosynam, sicut charta doAatonvn testajitur, Testibos,, 
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$wmttjmen; «xid by the ftssistance of a powerful 
£aM;tion had been invested with the royal dirnity of 
Connaug^ht. An elevation; obtained by intrigue 
^nd violence was to be supported by those qualities 
which strike the multitude most forcibly. Ca;thal 
soon discovered an extraordinary passion K>r military 
glory; declared himself resolved to assert the anti* 
tat honors of his family, his province, and his 
country ; and particularly breathed the most de^e^ 
rate and determined vengeance against those fo^ 
reigners who had usurped some of the fttirest pos-^ 
ses^ns in the nation^ deformed the land, and in- 
sulted the inhabitants by their castlss aqd fortifi*- 
cations, and threatened to extend their oppressions 
through the whole iriand. Applause and popularity 
were the consequence of suc^ declarations. His 
provincial admired, and therefore followed and 
obeyed him with an alacrity not always commanded 
by the mere regal title The chiefs of Mimster 
respected a young warrior, who promised to lead his ~ 
countrymen to victory aiid gloiy. They readily 
consented to form an alliance with him. That they 
might act with more vigor a«;ainst a common enemy, 
Ibelordsof Thomond and Desmond agreed to bury Aim, 
their old quarrels in oblivion, and to conclude aln^^Js^* 
formal treaty of peace upon amicable and equita- ^^^* 
ble terms. 

Db Gourci^y, whp perceived the rti^ng stomi, 
was solicitous to strengthen his settlements in U)^ 
ster, which were threateiled with a formidable attack. 
He could expect no succour from De Lacy, and 
therefore determined to collect all . the forcea he 
could command of hi& own immediate followers. 
Armoric of Ss^int Lawreojce, his trusty friend andHamner^ 
counsellor, wa& instantly called off from 3ome petty MSS. 
€»terpri:fte, in which be had engaged, and mardied ^^^^^ 
1 without delay to the assistance of De Courcy, with^^g^ f* ^^ 
a tittle body of two hundred foot, and thirty caval- 
ry, Cathal^ through part of whose province they 

wero 
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were to march^ was informed of their motions, and 
resolved to intercept them. The brave English 
knight soon found he had incautiously fallen into an 
ambush, where an army, vastly superior to his own 
inoonsiderable troop, lay ready to destroy him. To 
contend with any hope of success would be madness ; 
to surrender, dishonourable and dangerous. In this 
desperate emergency the love of life so far prevailed 
upon the cavalry, that they resolved to trust to the 
fleetness of their iiorses before they were enlitely 
surrounded, and leave their companions to their 
fate. The infantry were soon informed of this reso- 
lution; and with the brother of Ariporic at their 
head, gathered round their companions, and re- 
proached them with their ignoble purpose; re- 
minded them of the many toils and danger in which 
they had supported each other, the friendships and. 
affinities they had mutually formed, the attach- 
ment and fidelity they had mutually experienced 
Irom each other ; conjuring them by every tender 
and affecting motive not to disgrace their former 
conduct, nor to abandon their fellow-soldiers and 
Iheir brethren to the. fury of a barbarous and re- 
vengeful enemy. The heroic spirit was readily 
e!&cited. Armoric drew his sword, and plunged it 
into his horse ; the cavalry followed his example, and 
with one voice declared that they would share the 
fate of their companions ; that death was now inevi- 
table, and that they would meet it boldly with their 
weapons in their hands, rather than stain their honor, 
by submitting to the mercy of an enemy they had so 
often vanqui^ed. 

Men tl^us determined are dangerous antagonists. 
They proceeded to the execution of their purpose 
with firmness and composure. Two, the youngest 
of their body, were ordered to retire to a neighbour- 
ing eminence, there to view the engagement, and to 
Ibid. b^ a faithful report to John De Courc^y of the 
l^onduct of his friends in this their Jast hour of 

desperate 
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desfierate encounter. The rest marched forwai*d 
with a confidence astonishing to. the Irish army^ 
Cathal at first imagined that they must have received 
a formidable reinforcement^ and that; he was now 
to engage a regular army; but soon found thi» 
little troop in the midst of his coUected forces^ with'^ 
out support or resource. They rushed desperately 
upon the enemy ; they forced their way with tern- 
ble bavock through the crowds of their assailants, 
of whom a thousand are said to have fallen under 
their furious impression. As they were completely 
anned^ they sustained repeated onsets before they 
could be wounded ; and the wounded ^till obstinate- 
ly persevered in supporting and encouraging each 
other, till they fell under the oppression of a contest 
so desperate, not one deigning to survive the car-MSSl 
ni^e. An advantage gained with such difficulty, I^mbetk 
and so little honor, was yet sufficient for the levity gi|^^' 
and vanity of Cathal. He founded an abbey upon Ami. M. 
the field of action,, called de CoUe Victorias ; and Abb! 
by this weak and Jnconsiderate mark of triumph MSS. 
rai^d a trophy to the romantic valour of his eoe* 
mies. 

The reports of insurrections and confederacies 
wei-e soon conveyed to England, and alarmed eail 
John, amidsrf; the still more interesting schema of 
his ambition, fpr the security of his Irish govern- 
ment. To encrease the public confusion and distress 
in this kingdom, the city of Dublin was almost to-^ . 
tally destroyed by an accidental fire; and the neigh- 
bouring districts were infested by robbei's, who an-*'"^™*'' 
noy^ the inhabitants without restraint or correc- 
tion*. PUBUG 



* Doctor Hanmer has preserved an old tmditioa, importing^, that on 
the dispersion of the troop headed by the famous Robm Hood, some 
of his followers fled to Irdand as a place of disorder, and of conse- 
queitce fitted for their shelter as well as the practice of their usual vio- 
lences; that, of these,. onQ known among the old popular rhymers of 
England by the name of Little John, appeared publicly in Duplin, and 
astonished th« inhabitants by his foats of archery, until his robberies 

becama 
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Public disorders, And the alann of wars and 
cemmotions^ served to cast a suspicion of some 
want of abilities and vigor on the administration 
ni 4^ Lacy. William Petit was substituted in his 
piace> and was soon succeeded by William^ earl 
mai^shal of Ens^land. This nobleman had married 
Isabella^ daughter to earl Strongbow^ by the prin- 
cess of Leinster; and of consequence was invested 
with large possessions in Ireland; a circumstance 
which seems to have made him the readier to accept 
his present charge. A nobleman so connected with 
the country was likely to be received with favor ; 
and the dimity of his rank and character promised 
weight and consequence to his administration. 

And a government of extraordinary vigor was 
now absolutdy necessary. The prince of CJon- 
naught had by his late success^ which was industri- 
ously magnified^ raised a dangerous spirit among the 
Irish chiefe, his confederates. Daniel O'Brien^ the 
reigning prince of Thomond^ that he might not be 
outdone by his countryman and ally^ levied a con« 
sideraUe K>rce^ and declared hostilities against the 
Ann. English 'borderers. The contending parties encoun- 
J?|| terSi at Thurles, where victory dedared in fevor 
of the troops of Thomond. This disgrace, how- 
ever, did not prevent the English from contininng 
the war, ravaging the territories of 0*Brien, and 
erecting several forts to keep their enemies in awe, 
and to secure their own settlements. They efen 
extended their depredations into Desmond^ wh^« 
tile Irish leadejrs, notwithstanding idl their boasted 
schemes, proved unable to oppose thei^r i»raii(Brs ; 
and while they submitted to see their country forti- 
fied against themselves, found no better pretence to 
palliate this supineness, than to charge their late 
aHy, the prince of Thomond, with perfidy, in se- 
cretly 



became so notorious and pro^oiring, thlit hb WM driya(K'f€r8afet7 i 
ficr SGQtlaod 
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crelly, fiiyoring and assisting the comiriori ^h^rtiy. 
^ilcli suspicions might have produced a bloody con- 
test between the provincial chiefs, had not the efTectii 
been prevented by the death of Daniel d'Brieii ; 
an event which gave new confidence to the English^ 
and enabled th?m, in the confusion of the province, 
4nd the distractions arising from a contested succes- - 
sion, to pierce into the very heart of Thomdnd, 
If we are to believe the Irisn annalists, they exer- 
cised the utmost cruelties in their triumphant pr6-/ 
gress, and especially upon the family of O'Brien; 
one of whose sons was blinded, and another drag- 
ged from sanctuary, and massacred in the fury of 
their resentment. Such representations might h& 
at oiice rejected as the foi'geries of national pre- 
judice and aversion, did not the abbot of Peterho* 
rough expressly declare, that the successor of O'Brieil 
was deterred from submitting to the English by thb 
miseries of his people, and the barbarities eJtcfrcised 
by their Invaders. 

But an advantage so shamefiiUy at)used was not 
of long durati6n. Cathal, the Cotinau^ht prince^ 
was informed of the bloody progress of his enemies, 
and entered Munster at the head df a formidable 
army, which the English were utterly unable to op^ 
pose. They retired precipitately at his approach; 
and Cathal, with all the triumph of a victoriousr 
prince, rased their castles to the ground, to the sur- 
prize and admiration of his countrymen, who ex-\ 
pected nothing less than the utter Extirpation of 
their enemies from a younff warrior, in all the pride 
of fortune and popular mvour. But this chief), 
who had neither judgment to concert, nor real 
power to execute any masterly plan for the subyci'- 
sion of the Englisli establishments, contented him- 
self with the honor of defying and insulting the 
enemy, and retir^^ to his province, leaving them to 
repair the havock he had made. And scarcely had . 
they attempted this necessary work, when they 
found themselves agaih exposed to the attacks of 

Vol. L X Mao- 
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Mac-Arthy of Desmond; who vrith a valor less 
Ann. glaring, but more, determined than thai of Cathai, led 
j^^' his forces against the English upon their return to 
Munster, defeated them in the field, and pursued his 
advantage till he had driven them out of Limerick, 
and confirmed his superiority, by twice defeating; 
their attempts to recover this important place. 

Cork was now the only considerable post of 
strength in M unster, which remained in the posses- 
sion of the English. And as the garrisoa were sur- 
rounded by their enemies of Desmond, it was not 
possible for them to subsist, much less to maintain 
their station, without some powerful support. The 
occasion was too striking not to command the at* 
tention of the English government. A considera* 
ble force was detached mto the south to check the 
4ang^ous. progress of the enemy ; yet not spfiici- 
ently numerous th encounter the Desmonians, now 
reinforced by the troops of Connaught, headed by 
their warlike prince, those of O'LouffhJan, chi^ of 
^^' the ancient house of the northern Hi-W ial, and those 
M8S. ^^ some other Irish lords. The English army re- 
ceived a total defeat; and the garrison of Cork, 
cut off from 9l\ resources, seemed destined to im- 
mediate destruction. Qut the secret ieakuisies of 
their enemies served to sus^nd their mte. Cajths^ 
and O'Loughlanj the heads of two great rival 
houses, however they appeared to unite in one com' 
TOon cause, envied and hated each other. The ris- 
iuff fame and power of Cathal were particularly 
OTCUsive to a competitor filled with tne pride of 
jGunily^ impatient of his present inferiority, and 
sensible that th^ current.of success could not fail to 
swsell the power and influence of the prince of 
Connaug^ht. In the spleen oi* jealousy and euvy, 
he practised secretly with Mac-Arthy; and to the 
utter confusion and astonishment of die confederate 
army, prevailed on him to raise the siege of Cork. 
The English garrison were thus saved from imme- 
diate 



Cts.3. RICHARD I.^ 16$ 

diate destruction; but without succours or provi- 
sion^ cut off from all intercourse with their country- ' 
men^ and perpetutilly harassed by their enemies- 
thev were in a short time obliged to capitulate^ 
and Cork was surrendered to the prince of Des-. 
mond. 

The loss of this important place too plainly in* 
dicated the weakness of a government, which could 
not even defend those maritime towns that king 
Henry had reserved to himself as of greatest con- 
sequence. The feeble attempts made to regain the 
English interests in Munster served only tb discover 
the real superiority of their enemies. Though 
dissensions m the family of O'Brieli, and the am- 
bitious designs of one of the sons of Daniel to 
supplant the rightful heir, gave the English an op- Ibid, 
portunity of again invading Thomond ; and al- 
though repeated attempts were made upon the ter- 
ritory of Desmond, yet the whole effi?ct of such 
expeditions was to waste and ravage the country, 
without any acquisition of real and permanent ad- 
vantage. ' 

Such was the progress of events/ during the ad- 
ministration of the earl Marshal ; when Hamo De 
Valois was appointed to succeed him in the year 
1197, a period of the utmost public confusion and 
distress ; wlien John De Coiu'cey, and Hugh De 
Lacy, were employed in their respective provinces, 
independent of the English goverament, almost all 
Munster evacuated by the English, and the province 
of Leinster with difficulty maintained. To supply 
the urgent necessities of a distressed and enfeelrled 
government, Hamo could devise no more immediate 
and eflTettual expedient than an invasion of the ec- 
clesiastical possessions. He began his administration 
(possibly by the instruction of*earlJohn) with seiz- 
ing several lands which had ^en granted to the see 
ofDublin ; an act of violence the most odious and Hoveden. 
offensive, at a time when the rights of ecclesiastics 
were accounted infiaitely more sacred than those of 

other. 
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other subjects. Comyn, the archbishop, tvas too 
nearly interested, not to inveigh against such usur- 

Eatioh with the utmost bitterness. He remonstrated, 
e expostulated, he denoynced the- vengeance of 
heaven against the abominable sacrilege, yet without 
redress. He professed to consider such obstinacy as 
a violent expulsion from his pastoral charge, and 
resolved to abandon his diocese, rather than seem to 
acquiesce in the profane usurpation of its rights. 
He repaired to his cathedral, in all the solemn af- 
fliction of a confessor weighed down by persecution. 
Books, chalices, images, and all the gaudy appara- 
tus of public service were removed. WiUi a strain 
. pf blasphemous hypocrisy he ordered the crucifixes 
to be crowned with thorns, and laid prostrate on the 
ground, (as if the passion were renewed, and the 
majesty of heaven dethroned by a contest about the 
paltry property of an ecclesiastic) and laying the 
tremendous sentence of interdict upon his diocese, 
departed from the kingdom. A miracle was de-? 
vised, to affect the minds of the ignorant and super- 
stitJQus still more deeply. One of those prostrate 
pucifixes ^as shewn, with all the marks of ^gony 
impressed upon it; the face inflamed^ the eyes drop- 
ping tears, the body covered with sweat and blood, 
and watey issuing from its side. THe ej^iled pre^ 
late received this wonderftil declaration of heaven 
in his favour, solemnly attested by his clergy^ to be 
laid before the Roiqan pontiff! Yet his enemies 
were still obdurate. His sufir^g^ns were too anxi- 
l>us for the preservation of their own properties to 
provoke the civU government, by espousing the 
ijuarrel of their metropolitan*. His earnest ap- 
plic£|.tiQas to earl John, and those to king Richard, 
' " - ' .' ' ■ were 

f Hamo did noi confine liM^^^&tiqiisi to the see of Dublin. Wh^n 
^bat of Leigjilih became vacant, he would not sufTer the abbot of Rossc- 
yaly who had bc^ elected bishop by the clergy, tp be consecrated ; and 
seized the temporalties to his own use, or that of the state. This piPQ^' 
duced a monitory epistle from pope Innocent the third ; which may be 
* " -' * • ' ' " " ' found 
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wer6 equally n^lected. Nop was it till some years 
after that Hamo de Yalois felt compunction for his?j^?*' 
offence^ and granted to the see of Dublin twenfr^rj^^^ 
camcates of land^ in atonement for the depredati-vocat/ 
pns he had committed in the course of his govern- P^®.™** 

ment ' P- ^^ 

. Nig. Aff 

During these disorders, Roderic O'Connor, lastbhiepig. 

of the Irish monarchs, died in extreme old age, inl>ubliii. 
the monastery of Cong/ where he passed twelve A"^ ^^^ 
years of quiet, unnoticed by the contending factions a. d' 
of his province. The brilliancy of his conduct,ii98^ 
on first acquiring the monarchical dignity, if duly 
sustained, might have established his authority on a 
firmer basis than the sufirage of a triumphant fac- 
tion, which conferred the title^ and left him to de^ 
fend it. A generous and enlarged policy must have - 
prompted him to gain over his old opposers by 
every conciliating means. But Roderic had not 
this policy. The power which he acquired was 
employed to revenge his former quarrels, and op- 
press the partizans of his former rival ; and this 
produced that momentous event, the first English 
invasion. 

Nob doth his military character, so celebrated by 
his countrymen, appear to any advantage in his 
iQontests with the English. Yet it would be rash to 
form the seterest opinion of this part o( his conduct, 
as we are not distinctly infonned of the obstacles 
and difficulties he lencoimtered. The Irish annaTx 
lists, who record his actions, were little acquainted 
with intrigues of policy or faction, and little attentive 
to their operations. They confine themselves to 
the plain exposition of events ; tell us of an insur? 
Fection, a victory, or a retreat ; but never think of 
developing the secret causes that produced or in* 
fluenced these events. We know that Roderic led 
gveai armies against Dermod and his English allies ; 
put they were collected by inferior chiefe, many of 

- whon^ 

fimnd ii^ tliQ edition of Baluzius ; and by some expressions seems to in- 
timate, that earl John still wished or expected to r^iye the title of 
king ^ IrdiMid from the pope. 
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wbom hated and .enyied him. They were w>t im- 
{ilicitly €^>edi^it to their inonarch ; they were aot 
paid ; they were not obliged to keep the field ; but 
were ready to desert him on the most critical exaer- 

Sency^ if the a^q^nted period of their service 
iiould then happen to expire. The disorders of 
his own &mily commenced almost wifth his reign. 
Their progress was desperate and bloody^ and must 
have proved an afflicting embarrassment in all his 
actions and desiens. If Henry the second^ with his 
vast abilities and resources, was driven almost to the 
brink of ruin by the rebellion of his son^ we are the 
less to wonder> that a like unnatural defectioa of 
the sons of Roderic could meet with such support^ 
and be attended with such suecess, aato deprive him 
of his throne. A monastic retreat might hare af* 
forded him a shelter from outrage, but not repose 
of mind; unless he were a total stranger to the 
transactions of his province, or totally insensible to 
the most affecting incidents. Whil^ he was em- 
ployed in formal prayers and penances, his sons 
were butchering each other, and deluging the land 
with blood. If he were touched with these mis- 
fortunes and excesses, and yet incapable of inter- 
posing to prevent them ; .we cannot well imagine 
an object m6re pitiable than a helpless, unfriended, 
ulisuj^>oTted prince, at the age of almost ninety, 
immured by . rebellious children, without power or 
authority to restrain their outrages, now turned 
against each other, and afflicted at the miseries of 
those who had deposed him. His last period of 
life, however, was somewhat comforted, by find- 
ing the cruel dissensions of his fkmly end in the 
dominion of a yoilng warrior of bis own blood, 
virfao promised to exterminate the invaders, and re* 
tric^ve the honors of his country. If be entertain- 
ed such hopes, happily he did iru)t survive tkem, 
The death of a king is gmierally attended with some 
interesting consequences ; but that of Roderic, who 
had long since ceased to exercise the regal power, 

was 
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was one of those indifferent and unaffecting inci* 
dents^ which are just related and forgotten. 

By the demise of Richard the first in the succeed^ 
ing year^ and the accession of his brother^ the rights 
transferred to John as lord of Ireland^ reverted, 
with the title, to the crown of England. 
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State of government in Ireland at the accession of king 
John. . • . Metier Fitz-Henry succeeds to Hamo De F<i-» 
lots, . . . Disaffection of John De Courcej/. . • . Both he and 
Hugh De Lacy affect independence. • • • Grants to Braosd 
and De Burgo. . . . Progress of De Burgo.. • ./Te &-. 
thrones Cathal king of Connaught. . • . Defeats O^Nial^ 
De Courcei/, and De Lacy in their attempt to t^siore 
Cathal.^ ..His progress in Munster.. • .Cathal practises 
with De Burgo, • .* Defeats and kills his rival.* « .Is re* 
stored.. . .His ingratitude.. ..Meiler marches to reduce 
De Burgp.. . .Is joined by Cathal and by O^Sirien.. • • 
De Burgo surrenders^ and returns to his allegiance. . • • The 
chiefs of Connaught and Thomondgive hostages to Md'^ 
ler, . • • Two parts of his province ceded by Cathal. . • ^ 
Cause of the revolt of the English barons in Ireland. . . . Fir w 
olence ofDe Courcey. . . ,Is accused by Hugh De Lacyta 
king John. : . • The Lades commissioned to reduce De 
Courcey. . . . Who is obliged to abandon Ulster. • • • Re-^ 
ceives the king^s safe-conduct^ and repairs to EngUmi. 4 • * 
Romantic detail ofDe Courcey* s being betrayed into Oie 
hands of Hugh De Lacy. • . • OfHiigh^s indignation at the 
treachery J and his punishment of Die agents.. . .Of De 
Courcey and the French champion. . . . Of the surprizing 
proof of his bodily strength. . • . Remarks on this detail. .- « ^ 
Hugh gains the earldom of Ulster * • . , Repairs to the libig 
. . . .Aid for the recovery of Normandy demanded froi^ tim 
Irish clergy. . . . Pope Innocents controversy with John 
begins in Ireland. . . • Dispute about the succession to the 
see of Armagh. . ♦ . John prevailed upon to acknowledge and 
admit thepope^s prelate. . . .Soon experiences the dread/vl 
consequences. •.. In the midst of his contest mth the pope 
he undertakes an expedition into Ireland. 4 4. State of Ireland 
at this period... .Cau§e ofJohn*^ displeasure against the 
Lades. • • . and against William lJ$ Braosit. * • . The Lacier 



JljK J^on Ireland ai t/ic arrival pf John. ..•//* gran(» hh 
Irish subjects a charter of lawsyp^. which is' deposited in the 
Exchequer of Dublin.* ^,£fe makes a new division of coun^ 
ties,, *^The wife andfiimilj/ofWiiliam De Braosaimpri' 
soned.. , .The Lacies distressed in France.. ..Are restored 
tofavor^ and reinstated in their possessions. • • .John departs 
from Ireland.. * .JLdmimsVrativnofJohnDe Grey.. . .CiV* 
cumstances favorable to his government. • . interposition of 
Idng John in favor of Cathal. . . . John strives to gain the 
Irfsh grinces by courtesy. . . . Henry De Londres^ prelate 
of Dublin^ acts as an English baron. • . • Expresses his iw- 
dignation at the conduct ofPandulf. . ^.His transactiomm 
the congress of Huningmede.,. • .Accession of Henry the 
third, • • . Requisitions of his barons in Ireland. . • . Letter cf 
Henry to Geoffry.De Maurisco. . • Grmit of the great char* 
ter of liberties to his subjects of Ireland. JL(^I 

An undisputed guecession to the crown of Eng- 
land^ and a peaeefiil sovereignty^ noight have prov- 
ed an haf^y incident to Irelandi by enabling 
John to apply his present accession of power to the 
coniplete settLenieHt of an island^ harassed and af- 
flicted by a ifarii&tjf. of contests and competitions^ 
^pifisec) by fl.'vikriee, and mangled by faction. But 
Jllite/^ho had seized the thcouei in prejudice to the 
claityi of Arthiir of Bretagne^ sou to his elder bro- 
thdi, had att the difficulties of an usurpation to en- 
eomitei'. His ponUaental interests were to be se- 
cured, his refractory barons to be gained, tho in- 
trigttes of Prance to be defeated, Arthur and his 
parazans to be recoiipiled or reduced ; %o that at the 
very commcnc&meut of his unhappy aud^ inglorious 
rei^n, he was involved in cares ana diflScuIties ; and 
amidst tbe mof c^ intti^sting objects of. bis concern, 
had neithtt ktsure apr iaclioation to attend to the 
itffiiirs Qf Ireland^ 

>Sb»£ foMier-^$u^ indeed >ere renewed, at theQiart^ p^ 
kistajDbce of tjiose who had pbtained. thei^, as well aes Com. 

Vol,'!; • ' .• • :.. Y .v,/' . toMidMSS. 
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Rot^Tonr.to fhe church as to the lay barons; and Hamo De 
*^^ Valois^ who from harassmg the eccl^iastics^ pro- 
ceeded to commit depredations on the laity^ and 
unassed considerable riches at the expence both of 
MSS. the subjects and the crown, was removed from his 
liombetb government with disgrace, and oblig^ed to pay the 
king one thousand marks, as a discharge from his 
accounts. Mciler Pitz-Henry, natural son of Henry 
the First, arid one of the most distinguished ba- 
rons who had pri^nally adventured into Ireland, 
was appointed t^ succeed him ; but unassisted by 
the king, and ill supported by the great lords, who 
enjoyed their Irish grants and acquisitions, he was 
confined to. the seal of government, without a force 
for any brave attempt worthy of his valor and abili^ 
ties. John De Courcey, and Hugh De Lacy, two 
of the most powerful settlers in Ireland, had for 
some time affected a state of independence. The 
former had lived in almost perpetual hostilities with 
the chiefs of Ulster; and though soitietimes de* 
feated, particularly by his most active and powerfiil 
Ann. opponent, Hugh O'Nial of Tir-Owen, yet, by an 
mm' obstinate and indefatigable valor, he still main- 
tained his acquisitions. But far from acknowledg- 
ing allegiance to king John, he openly and biddly 
impeached his title to the crown ; and seemed ra- 
ther to assume the port of an Irish chieftain, than 
lUd. of an English baron. Both he and De Lacy entered 
into treaties with the neighbouring lords/and assisted 
in their local and provincial contests, which were ini^ 
mediately resumed, as soon as any advantage gained 
over the E!n^Iish enflamed their pride, and flayed 
the sudden nt of national resentments 
Cox. Among the grants renewed by John, were those 

of the lands of Thomond to Philip De Braosa, aoid 
William his son, excepting the city ofLimerick, 
which, with the lands formerly grratted in Cton- 
liaught, was assigned to the custody of William De 
Burgo, a baron of the family'of Fitz-Andelm; And 

these 
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diese lords now appettred with a formidable tram of Aim. 
foUowers to support their claims. De Burgo, whojji^* 
semns to have acted with peculiar vigor, soon coa- 
trived to possess himself of Liraerjclc, and to fopp* 
a settlement which threatened all Miinster, dis- 
tracted as it was by the barbarous quarrels ^iC rival 
chiefs. The like factious competitions '^. Con- . 
naught enabled him to assert his clain^ni this pro- 
vince, .(^athal th^ Bloody-handed^ wAo at the tirat 
b^innings of his reign^ had proiWsed such prodi* 
gies of succenfilul valor^ founi^ himself suddenly 
controled by the secret practices of his enemies, 
his popularity deciiniug, hw partizans revolting with Ibid, 
their usual fickleness, nn^ an enterprising and sub« 
tie rival laboring to su{>plant him. Canagh O'Con- - 
nor, a chieftain of his own blood, aspired to the 
it>yal dignity of Cdnnaught, formed a party in sup^ 
port of ^is pretensions, but, instead of proceeding 
with the usual violence and precipitation of his coun- 
trymen, addressed hijnself secretly to DeBurgo; and Ware ei. 
promisiiig to invest him with those lands which he w^ 
claimed by the grant of John, engaged him in his / 
service aigainst a pi*ince, who, by his former conduct^ 
was judged to be peculiarly averse to the admissron 
of such claims. Their enterprise was conducted witlj 
ability and vigor, and was attended with success, 
C!athal,^ddenly attacked even inbisown court, and Ana. 
utterly unprovided for defence, fled precipitately fronj Anon. 
the province, and left his rival Carra«^h in possessioii^^* 
^f the regal dignity. , 11*99/ 

The news of this sudden and extraordinary revo- 
lution was received by tlie neighbouring chief- 
tains with astonishment The exiled prince fled to 
O'Nial of Tir-Owen; made the most pathetic re* 
presentations of his wrongs, and entreated his assist^ 
ance against this injurious usurpation. He was re- 
ceived, commiserate, and consoled with the assu- 
ranee of an effectual support A cotifederacy waalbidL 
formed, and a powerful army raised, by ihfi inflii- 
4ehce of the northern chief, Taught by the example 
'-' .^ '. ' ^ 1 of - 
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of Garra^h, lihey sacrllicefd thmt pfAimfil ^ 
to the interests of the preseirt.^eiitiBrprire, entered 
ipto treaty with, De Coui'oey and De 'Laev^ and pfe- 
>^Ued on ihem to tinite Iheir forces in^fte tc^f»e of 
Car*^l, Thus werd English lords engaged against 
each o^ier^ in the local factions and contentions of 
the nafivt^, so deeply 'were they already tainted /l^ 
fheir contat^Jqus manners; The nsurper ^and hiB 
EnglisTi allien, commanded by De Burgo, ^marched 
out to meet f heu invadere, and encountered them 
A. D. wHh the utmost bitayery. The con^ct was obsti- 
I20a nately supported ; but victory at length declared in 
favor of the troops of Qonnaught, and those of 
Ulster and Meatli were pursued with considerable 
slaughter. To aggravate the niisfortune of jO'Nial, 
i;^hose power, like that of other Irish princes, was 
maintained, or at least considerably affected by opi- 
nion, his subjects, in the vexation of Aeir defeat 
passionately renounced his authority; and in his 
Attn. place substituted another chieftain of Tir-Owen ; 
Anon, who, in his eagerness to impress them with .a fe- 
»iSS. vorable idea of his valor, fell in an engagement 
with the forces of Tir-Connel; an event which, as 
usual, involved his territory in factions, usurpati- 
ons, and massacres. If the Irish annalists dwell on 
the shocking detail of such excesses, it seems to be 
imputed, not so much to any natural defect of ^en- 
. . sibiKty, as to superstition, that fatal corruptcr^of our 
generous ^nd' luiraane affections. No chief wasiever 
Sain either by war or assassination, but wasfound t^ 
have by some means offended one of their renown- 
ed saints. His death was the vengeance of/heafWn; 
hnd wasfo be distinctly noted, in order to display 
the power of this offended saint, and the gloiy of 
riisclealhid; destruction from the regions of peace 
and lovjEj. , • , * 

, De BunGo' whose fame and power were consi- 
derably increased by his late successes^ temptediby 
the hopes of new acquisitions, and etocouragedby 
the * weaTgiess. oiP <English govwomettt, forgot :h» 

allegiance 
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i^t^^^licerto the crown^ and made *war and -peace by 
Us^dwH proper authority^ as a sovereign and inde;- 
pQpdeni'qbief. Limeri(^K was made the seat of his 
poiwer ; from whence he first issued forth against the 
Irish lords of Thoraoud/ one of whom!, Connor Ann. 
Ruadh> a factious aspirer to the principality^ helnnisf. 
seiaed/and confined ; and stUl extetidiri^ his ambiti- ^S^- ^ 
Qus views, proceeded rto alarm the chiefs of Des- 
mond by a vigorous incursion. After some hosti- 
liiW^j ;the authority of the .clergy, togethej with a 
legate «of the popq^ now residing in Desmonds .pre- 
vented * the calamities of war. A treaty was com- 
menced by itjieir interposition, and i^peedily con- 
cluded between the Desmonians.and de Rurgo, who 
had the honor of receiving hostages fixim the Jrish ■ 

lords las a security for the due perfoimance of theu* 
stipulations, and returned peaceably to Limericl^, 
but soon found new employment for "his enterpriz- 
ing genius. Cathal, the Connaiight ^prince, who 
had been deposed by his arms, had still a consi- 
derable faction in his favor, and still entertained 
hqpes of recovCTing his dominion. The present si- 
tuation of his English allies in Meath and UlstcV 
deprived him of all hopes of any further assistance 
from these quartei's. O'Nial, his. associate, of Tir<- 
Owen, was in circumstances similar to hisow^n^ de- 
posed, and now laboi:ing torbe re-established. As 
his iMt resource, •he conceived the design of apply,- 
ingtoide-Burgo; with a siibtiltyof adaress, which 
aq active temper soon learns from contention and 
misfortune, he /laboured to detach this lord from the 
interests .of his rival; apd by 'flatteity .and prorfise^ 
so effecturfly;prevailed, that'l]e now declared against 
the .prince whom he had just established; and in 
conjunction with Cathal marched into Connaught 
to depose him. Canagh, though surprised, and ill Ibid, 
provided for defence, encountered jhis invaders with 
becoi^ing spirit; and when overpowered by num- . 
ben?, disdaining to survive the loss of royalty, fell 

bravely 
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bravely in the field. Cathal thus restored, was now 
to periorm the promises he had lavished on his new 
ally. De Burgo had been too much dazzled by the 
hopes of large and valuable cessions in his province, 
to discern me insincerity of this prince; and was 
now confounded to find all his rapacious views ut- 
terly disappointed, and hi$ services repaid with 
treachery and ingratitude. His demands were dis- 
dainfully rejected; and when he had recourse to 
arms for his redress, the superior force of Cathal 
. soon obliged him to consult his safety by a precipi- 
tate and dishonorable flight. 

In ord» to revenge mis perfidy, and to retrieve 
Ann. the honor of his arms, de Bui]^o made another in- 
fc^ road into Connaught ; but was speedily recalled to his 
head-quarters by the alarm of a new and formida- 
ble enemy. M eiler Fitz-Henry had by this Ifime 
been enabled to raise a considerable force ; and just- 
ly conceiving that it was his first duty to support 
the authority of his royal master against his revolted 
subjects of England, bent his march towards Lime- 
rick, declaring his resolution to chastise the disloyal- 
ty of its present governor. The Irish princes feared 
and hatea de Burgo ; and at the same time were just- 
ly alarmed at an appearance of vigor and activity in 
tne English government. Oathal determined to se- 
cure himself against the revenge which he had just- 
ly provoked, by treating with Meiler, and oflfering 
his assistance against their common enemy. O'Brien 
of Thomond made the like tender of his services ; 
so that an English governor was now, for the first 
time, seen at the head of the native Irish, march- 
ing against his own countrymen. Meiler thus re- 
inforced, formed the siege of Limerick with an 
^rmy which de Burgo was utterly unable to resist. 
He had no resource but to capitulate, and ret urn to 
his allegiance. His submission was accepted, and 
his homage renewed ; and Meiler was now at leisure 
,to enter into a more regular and formal treaty with 
liis new Irish associates. ^ They had both been ha* 

rassed 
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rassed by faction and contention in tl^eir difietient 
provinces, and therefore were the readier to seek 
for shelter in the protection of the English govern- 
ment. O'Brien made such concessions as se^n to 
have shocked the pride of his countrymen, and 
gave hostages as a security for the peaceable and 
mithful performance of his stipulations. The con- . 
cessions of Cathal were still more important. He 
consented to surrender two parts of Gonnaught to 
king John, and to pay one hundred marks annually 
for the third part, which he retained, and was toArchir. 
hold in vassalage. The king was even allowed to 7"^ 
chuse his portion in the most improved, conveni- ° 
ent^ and best inhabited parts of Connaught. At 
least he directs that the choice should be thus made, 
in his letter to Meilear Pitz-Henry, whom he investa 
with all the issues and profits of his portion, to be / . ^ 
expended o^i fortifying and improving it** 

Thi; 



- ♦ jE^ Arch. Turns Londine^sis; . ' \ . 

** Bex, j&a dilecto & fideli suo Meilero filio Henrici justioiarto Hib^ 
ernise salutem. Mandastis nobis perliteras vestras & nuncios nostros 8c 
vestros, quod rex Conaciae nobis qiiietas claihas^et duas partes Conacias^ 
ita qood tenia pars ei remaneret tenendupa hereditaria per ceotiiin inar« 
cas noHfii & ngE^edibu^' nostris inde ;reddendas aqz^aatim. £l ^ma 
videtur nobis & concilio nostro hoc nobis expedire/si vobis ita vide-' 
tur vobis tnaodainus quod hoc ita fieri faciatis, ita quod eligatis^ ilias 
ddas? partes ad -opus nostnjftn sicut mehns videritis expedire, in fids qua 
nobis tenemini, uoi scilicet meliores villsB & pdrtu» fvieriht; ^'lo<» com- 
peteociora ad commodum nostrum, & ad fortes] 4omps firmandas. £t 
aeprsedictaNge obsides^ quascunque poteritis securitates capitatis, quod, 
fideHdftobis existet; & renianeat ei praedict^ fertia pars CoDaciaa per pra&- 
dictoia-'survidum; &^JBSciatis quod omnes "naCivi ci^fugitiTi qui ex dua- 
bu» partible ^quae nabis vemanserint, exierint, revertaiitur cum omnibus 
cataUis & sequela sua ; et in iisdem partibus nostris castellas firmetis, & 
villas conbtituatis, & redditus assideatis, & commodtrm noMrum sicut. 
melius expedire videritis faciatis. Et ad hoc faciendutn, exitus ejtisdem 
-tamEe, si opus fuerit, &: redditus nostrds ci^iati^ ^ ctyn nobis maj^eriti$ 
quid inde feceritis, s^cujidum quod nobis mandaYentisy.eidem regi char« 
lorn noi^tram faciemus." Teste, &c. 
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Thb spirit ^f indepiendeiice and dissoBifiectiml ivtHeb 
had lately appeared am€>ng tbe Cnglish batona 06 
Ireland^ nad been excited not only by their lai^e 
^v&iatsSy am) exten^ve settlements^ but by the' evt-^ 
<Sutti9tiUiees and sitixation oS the Engfidb monarckr 
Like the otliev lords of his realm^ they were neither 
. reconciled tor his siiccessfliaMi^ nor satisfied wiith hist 
eonduet Readily imbibing* the i^eiilliineiits e£ {beiD 
eouRtfymen^ they learned^ to desiprae tbe in^aiwes^ 
of his treaty with Piiauice ; they vjfere pr6v<^fced al 
his oppressions in England, eonibunded at thedeatiii 
of Arthur ; and* secure (as they suppoted) by tibeu? 
distant situatifon^ rented; their invectires' against 'hi» 
siipposed murderer with the greater freedom aSid 
jj^^ vifrulence. •Fhe violent and avtte^ temper of Jobii 
Mwib* De Couwey \^tm partieuhutly eikflamed by the n»- 
Jfanmer. happy flite of a young pfince, whose pretensions to 
the crown he had oiri^inallv approrrtd; and! whose 
#eath he now resented m sucn terms of reproach, as 
suited his unrefined integrity. Hugh de Lacy, 
more flexible and temporismg, and secretly envying 
the growing power of thb tofd, seized the advan- 
£iage of tliis indiscretion, and delated hftn to the 
king.; urging the danger of a revolted subject atr 
tended with a Mrge and warlike train, in a' station 
of cotisiderjlble strength; and who, r^ot corrtented 
ifvi^h renouncing his mlegiance, openly and boldly 
acse«feed his sovereign as the assassm of his nephew^ 
and! rijgfhtfal Kege loid. 
A. D. JofiN was stung with this reproach, and prorok- 

1203. ed at hi$ revolt. He summoned him to repair to 
his presence, and da him homage. De Coiircey 
treated his mahdate with contetrfpt ; sothat, aboirt 
ihe same time that Meiler Fit2-Henry was orepir- 
iia^ to reduce De Burgo, De Lacy and his brother 
VfpH^r had^ eomtnission to subdue this refractoi^ylda;- 
r6n, hnd to serid him prisdner to the king: The hope^ 
V and passions of a rival were effectually gratified oy 
this commission ; which the brothers proceeded to 
execute with the utmost alacrity. De Lacy led on 

his 
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his troopl^^ pierced into Ulster, and is said to hav^^^^- 
come to an engagement with De Courcey at Dovna. 
in which he was forced to retife with disgrace, and 
no inconsiderable loss. The Ulster lord, however, 
conscious that he could not long maintain a wa^ 
against such forces as the English government might 
command, and dreading to be despoiled of his va- 
luable acquisitions^ consented to submit and ddAnn. 
iK>m^e to Johti, demanding a safe conduct, and g^^'^^ 
ing hostages and sureties tor his peaceable depar- j^^^^ 
ture and appearance before the King. The Irish Turr. 
annalists mention nothing more of the transactions Lon^ 
of these contending lords, but that Lacy compelled 
John De Courcey to depart from Ulster; and that 
he obtained the safe-cotiduct of Tir-Owen. The 
archieves of the Towei* furnish us with the mandate 
of John to the Ulster barons who had become sure* 
ties for their chief, directing them to cause him to 
appear atid-perfortn his service, by a term to be as- 
signed by his lord justice of Ireland } together with 
the king's safe-conduct to De Courcey, and the names 
of the hostages delivered on his part. But the lEnff- H«ii 
Ksh writers have (upon the acknowledged authorlly^|^^.^ 
of Irish narratives) delivered a fuller, and more cir-nJ^j^ep 
cumstantial detail of these transactions, and the for-Cox^ &di 
tunes of John De Courcey ; which, romantic as it 
appears, shall not be passed over^ as it appears to be 
not unworthy of some remark. 

Immediately after the defeat at Down, (as these 
annalists deliver) De Courcey offered the combat t6 
Hugh De Lacy, which this lord, in respect of his 
commission from the king, refiised to undertake! 
against a rebellious subject ; but, by proclamation, 
promised a lar^e reward to those who should seizt 
and deliver him up alive or dead. When this 
proved ineffectual, he in the next place practised se- 
cretly with some of the attendants and followere of 
De Courcey, and by bribes and promises prevailed 
upon them to betray their master. Having chosen 
their opportunity, when he was doing penance near* 

Vol. L Z the 
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the chtii^h of DoMrn^ unsuspecting and unarmed^ 
they attacked and killed some of nis retinue, par- 
ticularly twd sons of Armoric of Saint Laurence, who 
rose lip to defend their uncle; and although De 
Courcey with his usual prowess seized a Isurge 
wooden cross, and with this weapon killed thirteen 
of his assailants, yet the survivors overpowered, 
bound, and led hini captive to De Lacy ; demanding 
the reward of their treachery. But this lord, with a 
generous abhorrence of such agents^ wdered them 
to embark on board a vessel which he had provided ; 
with a passport not to be opened until they should 
land ; in which he. related tneir perfidy to their mas^ 
ter, and forbad the king's subjects to receive or pro- 
tect them. Exposed to the sea without pilot and 
without provisions, they were at length dnven into 
Cork ; and there these wretched men were hanged 
by order of De Lacy. 

In the mean time, John De Courcey was con- 
veyed to England, and condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment ; where he remained unnoticed, until 
a champion of Philip king of France appeared at 
the court of John, and proposed to assert his mas- 
ter's claim to Normandy, or to some castle of thia 
province (for it is variously related) in single com- 
bat. John, mortified to find no subject of hia 
realm prepared to encomiter this boisteroui^ chal- 
lenger, is reminded that his prisoner de Courcey 
promised by his valor and bodily strength to jwrove 
more than equal to the French champion. De Cour- 
cey is invited to support the honor of his country; 
aiwl, aftpr repeated denials, is at length prevailed 
upon, not for the sake of John who had treated him 
sp, injuriously, but for the honor of his crowifci and 
kingdom, to accept the challenge. He desires hia 
own sword to be brought fi'om Ireland ; the rigors 
of his confinement are softened ; and his strength 
restored by due care and nourishment. The day of 
this important decision arrives: the princes and no- 
lil^of each nation are assambled^in tba uMsi anxi- 
ously 
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ous impatience for the event : the Frenchman firfet 
appears : De Courcey prepares with a composure 
and deliberation highly provoking to thode .who are 
to conduct him ; to whom he observes with a sulleti 
ease^ that if any af them were invited to suchu 
banquet^ they ivould make no great haste :» and 
when he at length entert^ the lists^ the Frenchman 
having surveyed him minutely^ and being terrified 
by the stem aspect, the gigantic size^ and strong: 
proportion Itf his antagonist^ declines the combat^ 
and flies into Spain. 

Thb two kings^ who are said to haVe been wit- 
nesses of this triumph of De Courcey, now entreated 
him to give some proof of his bodily strength, as 
they had been disappointed in their expectations of 
his hardy combat with the Frenchinan. In com^ 
pliance with their desire, we are toW, that he or- 
dered a stake to be driven into the ground, on which 
were placed a coat of mail and helmet. • Then draw- 
ing his sword, and looking with a stem and threat- 
ening a^ect on the princes, he struck it through 
the armour so deeply into the stake, that no one but 
himself could draw it out. The princes expressed 
their astonisliment not only at his vigor, but at the 
strange and menacing looks which he had darted Jft 
them both ; to whom he answered with a rude and 
jBuUen violence, that had he missed his blow, he 
should have stricken off their heads. The impor- 
tance of his present service atoned for these passio-^ 
nate expressions, John gave him his libertv, re^ 
stored him to his possessions, and it is added, that oil 
this occasion, he, at the request of De Courcey; 
granted to him and his heirs the privilege of stand- 
ing covered in their first audience with the king of 
Bngland. 

To heighten the marvellous of this narrative stilf' 
further, we are asitured, upon the authority of thd 
Book of Howth, that when this lord attempted to 
return into Ireland, he was re^Qfttedly driv/en back 
bt contrary winds^ which rose in sudden gusts, on\ 

every 
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prery embarkation : that he was as often warned in 
a vision, that all his attempts ta visit Ireland were 
vain, for that lie had grievously offended, by depriv- 
ing the master, and setting up the servant: and that, 
recollecting that he had formerly translated the church 
nof Down dedicated to the Holy Trinity, into an abbey 
of black monks, consecrated to the honor ^of Saint 
Patrick ; he acknowledged his offence, retii'ed into 
Prance, and there died. 

They who reject the superstitious addition^ have 
yet adopted the romantic part of this narrative with* 
. ibut scruple ; though both evidently stand upon the 
same original authority. The story of the seizure 
and ciiptivity of De Courcey is confuted by a public 
record, which agrees with the short stricture of the 
manuscript I have quoted^ and is of infinitely more 
authority than the longest train of annalists and \a%^ 
torians, each echoing the tale of his predecessor. 
The champion and the, challenge is framed in con* 
formity to the manners of this age, in which the 
rights of princes were frequently decided by singly 
combat. But before the date of John's safe-con- 
duct granted to De Courcey, Nonnandy had been 
lost, and even Roan its last remaining city, aban-? 
doned by his shameful conduct. The proof of 
v^or which the Ulster lord is said to have exhibit* 
cdbefore the two kin^, is equally repugnant to the 
tenor of authentic history. From the time of hia 
departure from |rel^|id^ there \% no period in the 
wl^ole reigii pf John, in which these sovereignsi 
coulcl hs^ve held a personal conference eitlier in 
France or England. The general nature and form 
pf this narrative, the circumstantial minuteness with 
which it ^s deliyeyeji, ^nd the po^ti^al colouring by 
which it is enlivened, render it suspicioui^ even at 
first view: public recoids detect some part of it; the 
most authentic and incontested histories of this 
yeign destroy the credit of others, and indeed leave 
nothing that claims any reasonable or plausible 
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But it would not be worth while to detain the 
reader by this romantic tale^ merely for the sake of 
reftiting it, if we did not conceive it to be a speci- 
men not unworthy of regard, of the narrative of 
Irish, bards and romances, and the liberties theyasr 
sumed of enlarging and embellishing the real mci* 
dents of their times* They who hved in earlier 
times are not so easily detected. But we see with 
what caution we are to receive their nanatives, when 
in tknes less obscure, and, when confronted by other 
evidence, this order of men have hazarded such 
bold fictions, and with such ease and such success, 
have obtrudol the marvellous and the affecting upr 
on Uieir unrefined hearers, for real history. But as 
we find in these instances that the tales of the Irish 
bards were founded upon &cts, we may reasonably 
conclude that their predecessors took the same 
course : that they sophisticated the truth by their 
additions, but were not entii-ely inventors. Their 
very fictions seem to prove that some solid founda- 
tion of. true. history lay at the bottom of their gaudy- /= i-^ 
superstructures. The tradition of the death of earl 
Stronffbow's son may have been merely the inveur 
tion of a popular rhimer, but we may fairly collect 
fiom it, that the earl was ri^id in his temper, and 
severe in his discipline : and the narrative now recitr 
ed, affords aa additional evidence that John De Cour- 
/cey, so famous in the annals of Ireland, was robust, 
valiant, and boisterous, disaffected to king John^ 
forced from Ulster by De Lacy, and obliged to surr 
render, and attend the kin|^ in England. 

Upon the death of this lord, which seems to Hanw. 
have happened soon afler his departure from Irer^^^* 
land^ (or possibly upon his first disgrace) the earl- 
dom of Ulster was granted to Hugh De Lacy, in 
prejudice to the claim of Milo, son of De Courcey, 
and one of those hostages he had sent to John. And 
this seems to prove that John De Courcey had not Arch, 
been reconciled to the king, nor restored to favor. iHin. 
ftn|)ie cpn^ary, his honors and possessions, trans- ^^^^, 
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ferred to another lord^ by the indiscreet and ca^^- 

eiousbounty of the kin^^ served to swell the pnde^ 

and raise the power ot the Lacys to a formidable 

height. Their inveteracy against their late rival 

(the cause of which is not particularly explained^) 

and their apprehensions that his posterity might at 

some time regain what was now bestowed on them^ 

operated wi£ such unrelenting severity^ that a na* 

tural son of De Courcey, lord of Raheny^ a dktrict 

in the neighbourhood of Dublin^ is said to have 

Hanm. been asaassmated by their contrivance. And possibly 

their violences might have extended still further^ to 

Feb. the father-in-law of this lord, the king of Mann ; for 

1204-5. we find that about this time, he was obliged to sue 

Rymer. j^ j^j^j^ John for protection against his enemies, 

which he received by a formal patent, for himself, h» 

lands, and people. 

And now, as the distresses of John required the 
presence and assistance of his most trusty and fa-» 
vorite barons, both Hu^h De Lacy, and Meiler 
Pjrmcr. Ji'itz-Henry, were called mto England, and the go* 
vemment of Ireland entrusted to Walter De Lacy, 
together with the archdeacon of 4Btai!brd, who, pos- 
siwy from his function, was deemed a proper a^wit 
to solicit the subsidy which John now demanded 
from the clergy of Ireland, in order to enable him 
to oppose the progress of Philip, and to recover 
Normandy: a pretence which served hhn to hs^ass 
his subjects witn oppressive demands, exacted with- 
out mercy, and lavished without honor or advan^ 
tage ; till the ambition of pope Innocent ^he iMrA 
roused him from that scandalous insensibility, vidth 
which-he had beheld the loss of his continental do* 
JJplat. minions. This politic and^ aspiring pontiff, though 
p«:r. a ^ jj^^j^ before the accession of king J<^n, he had 
"^ been openly and boldly opposed even by a prmce 
of Desmond, in his attempt to confer the bishojM^ic 
of Ross, yet found another opportunity of making 
experiment of his power in Ireland, before he de^ 
dared his designs against the church and state of 
England, 
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In mo^ of the grants made to the English ad- 
venturers in Ireland, there was an express reserva- 
tion of the donations of bishoprics and abbies to 
the lord of Ireland. So that on the decease of Tho- 
mas O'Connor, prelate of Armagh, king John as- 
serted his privilege, 'and nominated an Englishman 
named Humphry De TickhuU to the sec. But the Ware d* 
suffira^n biaiK>p8^ and some clergy of the diocese, • "• 
probimly by the practices of a legate now resident in 
England, proceeded without regard to the royal 
mandate, to elect Eugene one of their own country- 
men. John, incensed at this contempt of his au-Pryn« 
thoiity, addresses an appeal to the Irish legate, ^^• 
against this irregular election : while Eugene in thcj^^"^ 
mean time repairs to Rome, and is confirmed by 
the pope. The king, still more provoked, sends a 
peremptory mandate to the elergv of Armagh, and 
another directed to all the &ithful in this 'diocese^ 
strictiy forbiddingf them to receive Eugene, or to 
aiduiowledge hhn as their prelate : and, still reso- * 
lute in defence of his rights, on the death of Tick- ^■'*» 
hull, nominates the archdeacon "t>f Meath as his'^^*'*'^ 
successor. Thus was the contest protracted for a 
considerable lime: the clergy of Arma^ adhering 
to the pope, and receiving Eugene ; the king insisted 
on his pnvileges, and with-holding the temporalties 
of the see. 

In this contest the clergy had the popular favor 
atid <^inion entirely on their side ; an advantage of 
some moment. The English competitors for the 

Erimacy had their sole reliance upon court-favor, 
fnnoticed in titieir own country, they had sought 
that preferment in another, which they could not 
claim by their merits where they were better known, 
and obtained it by some fortunate incidents, or con-' 
nexions. Eugene, on the contrary, had recom'; 
mended himself by a loiig course of exemplary cou- 
dn<^t, which raised the utmost indignation at the pre- 
tensions of his rivals, and cast an odium on the op- 
position of John. Whea be repaired to England, 

itt 
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in order to make his peaoe with this prince^ his 
countrymen could not conceive that a prelate of 
such transcendent worth and holiness had any mo- 
tive for this journey, but th^ welfare of the nation ; 
and their annalists, equally prejudiced, represent 
Ann. him as undertaking a painful 'journey to the court 
'^^ of England, on purpose to lay open tne irregulari- 
ties of the English settlers, and to plead against their 
avarice and oppression. 

But the length to which this dispute had been 
protracted, and the intervention of af&irs much 
more important^ operated in favor of Eugene and 
his pretensions, more than the superiority of hist 
Pryn. character. Above all, three hundred marks of sil- 
ver, and one hundred marks of gold, presented ia 
the king, in his necessities, without the apparent in- 
terference of the prelate, softened the violence of 
John, and at length prevailed upon him to invest 
Eugene with all the rights of the see; so that In- 
nocent thus gained an advantage, which he took 
effectual care to improve in his contest about the 
succession to the see of Canterbury. The pride and 
passionate violence of John, here, bore up for a 
while against the resolute &nd detenmned ri^r of 
the pontiff. His claims were received with mdig- 
nation ; the sentence of interdict revenged by the 
severest oppressions^of the English clergy ; and when 
the bishop of Exeter had with others of his brethren 
declared for the pope, and abandoned his diocese; 
the Irish prelate of Armagh, whose election the king 
had but just now opposed, was called intq England^ 
and entrusted with his pastoral charge. But the 
dreadful sentence of excommunication, the apparent 
disaffection of his subjects, and the well-grounded 
fear of a conspiracy, at length, so far prevailed over 
^ the king's usual indolence that an army was raised 
Tjy pillaging the miserable Jews, to give lustre to his ' 
government, and to intimidate his enemies. And 
as Scotland and Wales, which were first threatened, 
took care to avert the storm of war by a timely sub- 

missi^oD, 



mksion^ the last pretence for atfecting ian appearanCd 
6f vigor, and keeping up a military force, wds the 
situation of affairs in Ireland, and th6 reductiott of 
his enemies in this country. 

The present condition of Ireland was not ap- 
parently so critical and alarming as to require the 
immediate presence of the king,- and his royal army. 
The vigor and activity of Meiler Pitz-Henry in 
flie southern expedition against De Burgo, had given 
the English interest a firmer establishment in this 
part of Ireland, than it had obtained for some years; 
Not only Limerick but Cork had been recovered ; Ann* , 
and a strbng fort added to this latter city, Mhi6h^?*£^" , 
kept the DesmOnians in due subjection: and the 
death of Daniel Mac-Arthy, their warlike chief, 
together with their own intestine broils,^ which never 
were suspended, weakened this people; and of 
consequence gave strength to the English* Mea- 
sures were concerted by Meiler for adding splen- 
dor and consequence to the English government. 
At his instances, John*s mandate was received for^"^^»^* 
building a tower in Dublin for the seaurity of hisj^^^j 
treasure, which the deputy was empowered to en- 
large into a royal palace^ if he should find it expe- 
dient; and three hundred marks, a fine due fi*om 
one of the king's barons of Ireland^ were assigned 
towards defiraymg the expence* A dreadful plague^ 
however, which had spread through many parts ofAnn, 
Leinster, raged with particular violence in Dublin fj?^^|^- 
and as such calamities kre often aggravated by the 
outrages of the desperate and necessitous, the depu- 
ty received a special order to expel all robbers andPryia°* 
plunderers from the king's lands of Ireland, and to 
execute the English laws on such delinquents. A 
melitnchoiy instance of such outrages is recorded by 
historians, and hath its annual memorial continued 
to this day. During the festival of Easter, a timeHanttier* 
of sport and fei^vity, the citizens of Dublin assem*^°^^°SS' 
bl^ for recreajion at a distance fi-om the town^ when 
some lawless septs issued fi-om their mountains in 

Vol. L 3 a the 
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the neighbourhood of Wicklow, fell with the ut- 
most fiuy on this company^ and slaughtered three 
hundred of tlieir number. A new colony from 
Bristol soon supplied this loss^ and exerted them- 
selves so effectually^^ that their inhuman ravagers 
were broken and suppressed ; and the peace of tha 
English territory restored: while the great Irish 
chiefs^ in the remoter parts of the island> still adhe<- 
red to their submissions and ensagements/and were 
' considei*ed as so faithfully and peaceably affected^ 
that' in the year 1208^ when Meiler^ after some iu^ 
terval of absence^ was sent to resume his govem- 

Hymer. ment^ John's letters of credence were addressed to. 
the king of Connaught^ and all the other kings and 
chiefs of Ireland. So that whatever private com- 
plaints or local contests might subsist^ the kuig had 
no object considerable enough for leading an army 

Hanmer. into Ireland; and therefore, from the want of a 
fairer pretence^ denounced his vengeance against the 
overgrown power of the Lacys, which had indeed 
tempted them to relax their attention and defer- 
ence to John; and which, like others, of their 
countrymen^ tliey had exercised with an oppressive 
violence. 

Among the nobles from whom Joha had de- 
manded hostages, at the time when the sentence of 

Matth. interdict and excommunication had possessed him 

P«r. with the fears of a conspiracy, was. William De 
Braosa, lord of Brecknock, who had received consi* 
derable grants in Thomond* To the king's mes- 
sengers who came for this purpose^ the wife of 

Braoas^ 



♦ Hence it grew a custom for tfie magistracy and citizens to hold an 
annual feast upon the place where the massacre had been committed, 
itt defiance of the invaders; who, by a ibnnal proclamation, were chal- 
lenged to meet them in t^e field, or to subxnit to the king^. To e^^presft 
the greater contempt of their power, this challenge and defiance wera 
afterwards appointed to be made by the singing boys of their cathedral, 
as if they were sufiicient to defend the city against these septs. And 
ike dhoirs are annually regaled at this plaoe, oHediha Wood of CttUen^ 
aad^muke tlM ^ame ridiculous ohaUeng^, to this day, ... 
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Braosa answered with tin indidcreef and passionate 
sevmty, that her children i;iever should be entrusted 
to the man whb had murthered his own nephew. 
Vengeance wite denounced a^inst William, although 
he is Mild to haVe reprovedliis wife's intemperahce, 
tod promised obedience to the royal will. The ar- 
irears due to the king from his lands in Ireland were 
instantly denianded ; and, on the first default of 
jmyment, orders issued to seize his lands and castles, iiy,aer. 
and to secure his person. William, justly dreading 
the crtelty of an incensed and yindictive tyrant. 
Bed to Ireland, with his wife and children, where 
they were protected by De Lacy, in defiance of the 
king's displeasure: nor was John ashamed, in the ibid, 
hieanness of his revenge, to assign the necessity of 
reducing this out-law and his adherents, as the rea- 
son fw nis expedition into Ireland. 
• He arrived at Dublin in June of the year twelve Matth, 
hundred and ten : and the English writers assure us,PMi8. 
that immediately on his landing, more than tweiity 
Irish dynasts attended to do him homage : while his 
Bngiish barons, Hugh and Walter De Lacy, dread- 
ing the consequences of their lawless oppresston, 
and their embezzlement of the king's revenue, fled 
to Prance ; where William de Braosa alfeC) sought Hanmer. 
shelter from John's resentment, leaving his wife and 
children still concealed in Ireland. Cathal, Icing of 
Connkught, agre^bly to his former stij)ulations^ 
now presented himself before John ; and with him^ 
t)*Nml,. prince of Tir-owen, who had long proved 
u formidable enemy to John De Courcey, and had Ann, 
^6ea lately reinstated in his lenitory. Was prevailed ^^"^ 
iJpon to attend the king ; but not before two hos- 
tages had been giteri as a security for the safe-con- 
duct of this haughty chieftain. The terms of Ca- 
ihal's submission had been settled some yeare before 
and his present purpose was btit to renew his engage- 
ments. Those onered to O'Nial were apparently 
accepted, ihd thcl chief peaceably dismissed ; but 

with 
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with the usual sickleness of his countrvmen^ lie 
seems to have instantly repented of his submissions. 

Ann, No additional concessions of territory wefe made by 

Jj5^- the Irish lords of Desmond; though by the En^- 
Ush settlements in this district^ and particularly lu 
the city of Cork, they were prevented from giving 
any disturbance, and left to slaughter each other, in 
their mutual dissensions. In Thomond, Murtagb 
O'Brien, who had submitted to Meiler, seems to 

Ibid. have so far provoked his countrymen, by what they 
deemed an ignoble concession, that a new compe^ 
titor was raised up against him, who deprived him 
of his government, and held him in captivity. And 
the influence of John could now extend no further^ 
than to procure the eidai-gement of this subject and 
plly; on which condition, his rival Donald Car^ 
bragli O^Brien was allowed to enjoy the, kingdom.. 
Notwithstanding the late agreement of O'Nial with 
king John, yet, no sooner had he reached h\M 
own territory, than he absolutely refused to give 
hostages, and treated the messengers seut to de*- 
rnand them with an insolence and contempt^ which 
John passed over unnoticed, or at least unpunished. 
In the chronicle of Harding, the earls of Ulster,, 
that is;, tlie Irish petty princes of this province, are 
fitaid to have made their submissions to king John ; 
9,«d it is probable, that most of. them consented to 
pay him tribute, but without investing him with 
their lands, resigning their sovereignties, or accept- 

IWU ing the English laws. Neither was the very pro* 
viuce of L.einster without its independent chiefe, in 
Ossory, m Oflaly, and other districts, .who, while 
they gave no molestation to the EngUsh, claimed 
the right of administering their own petty govern- 
ments, according to tl^c old Irish law^ and cu^stoms 
The English arms, however, had \iy this time, 
.penetrated into every province, and overspread the 
whole island with new. settlements, exhibitmg a spe,^ 
jCIQUs appearance of dominion miore thaw ^u$cien,ft 

for 
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for the mean and iHibeiral vanity of John : M^ho iinttr 
ginin^ that his power was employed to purposes qf 
sufficient dignity^ while he exteiminated some incon- 
siderable septs of marauders immediately round his 
seat of .government^ and struck a general terror by 
the severity of his executions^ enjoyed the state and , 

consequence of a spvercign lord, and projected 
schemes of improvement and legislation. 

Henry the second, by. his stipulations with thps^ 
English lords who had at first adventured into Irer 
land, gufurded against their growing power, and the 
danger of erecting thieiftselves into indep^ident so- 
vereigns, by obligmg them to do homage and fealty 
to him and his successors. And at the same time 
that he thus secured their allegiance, the agreement 
on his part was equitable and reasonable, that they 
should, in their new settlements, enjoy the advan- 
tages of their former civil, constitution, and still be 
governed as his subjects, by the laws of England* 
But the dispositions made by him for this purpose, 
were necessarily imperfect and inaccurate, from hi^ 
short residence in Ireland, and the more pressing 
object^ of his attention^ , It doth not appear that 
I any code or charter had been provided by Henry, 
w assigned for the direction of his Irish subjects; who 
were bred to arms, .many of them illiterate, and pror 
bably^none perfectly informed in the system by which 
they were to be governed. Many who held lands from Lib. Ni* 
the crown, were even ignorant of the nature of theirger. CatW 
tenure, and the manner in which their sef vice should ^"*^^ 
be performed. In eases more difficult and critical, 
doubts and controversies must have been frequent 
and eii(\barrassing ; and at present, the only remedy 
>^9«.to resort to^En^l^^d for decision. 

For the more fjflfectual infonnation, therefore. Rot. Pav 
of' his Jrish ^uhgects, John now came attended wit|i|i Heo. 
men learned in the laws of his country, by whose ^ 
counsel and assistance, a regular code aijd charter of 
J8^ws, wfS; at the general desire of bis liege-men of 

Ireland 
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Ir^nd ordtoined and Appointed in tkii kii^om, 
' and depOBitodyfor their direction in the Exchequer of 
Rot. 90. Dublin^ under the king's seal^ for the common benefit 
Hen. III. of the Un^^ (as the public records express it) that 
is^ for the common benefit of all who acknoMedged 
allegiance to the crown ; and for the union of the 
king's landli, as his subjects of 'b6th kingdoms wer^ 
thus united under the same head^ and the same sys^ 
tern of polity. And for the regular and effectual 
execution of these IMtb, besides me establishment of 
the king'^ courts of judicature in DuUin, th^e was 
noW made a new and more ajnple dirision of the 
king's lands of Ireland into counties^ where sherifl^^ 
and other officers, were appointed. Hii^torians ge- 
nerally enumerate twelve such counties established 
by John; Dublin, Meath, Kildare, Argial now 
called Lowth, Katherlagh, Kilkenny, Wfexford, 
Waterford, Cork, Kerry, Limerick, I'ipperary; 
which marks the extent of the Englbh territory as 
confined to a part of Leinster and of Munster, and 
to those parts of Meath and Argial which lie in the 
province of Ulster, as now defined. And this divi- 
sion seems to accord with the Irish annals, in prov- 
ing that the chiefs in the remoter districts of UFsteir 
had not given John the dominioil of their lands. As 
Cathal md made so absolute k resignation of two 
patts of his province, it seemis not easy to assign the 
reason why no coutity was established in Con- 
tiaught. If there were such an omission, (whrdi is 
Scarcely to be supposed upon the authority of very 
inaccurate writers) it was in some time after supplied ; 
Jlolls, 32, for in the reign of Edward the first, there are records 
'^C^ f which mention the sheriff of Connau^ht, and the 
S^j„ '^f. sheriff also of Roscommon, as a distinct county; 
ice. nor must it be omitted, that in a patent of the same 
reign, we have mention of tfie county of ties- 
^ mond. 

While John Was en^ged in the i^gulation <*f 
his Irish government^ those barons who tod fled 

fi-om 



from Iiis resentfnent^ were reduced to tlie Utmost 
distresses. Matilda^ the wife of William De Braosa^ 
soon found that Ireland could not afibrd her a 
secure retreat; and^ flying into Scotlafid^ was there 
seized by one of John's agents^ and wldi her fiu&ily. 
conveyed back again^ to answer for the oBeneekoi 
her husband^ or rather to bear the punishment of herRymec. 
own intemperance. As she could not pay the exor« 
bitant demands of arrears clahned fix>m her bus*' 
band's lands in MuiHster, she and her children were 
sent prisoners to the castle of Bristol William^ 
alarmed at the situation of his family^ returned to. 
Gng^and^ endeavored to make his peace witib. 
John ; but^ as this could not be efiected^ he was again 
obliged to retire. The lady is>lso sajd to have ad^gp^ed, 
dressed herself to the queen^ and attempted to pur* 
chase her mediation^ by an e:xtraordinary present 
from her Irish demesnes^ of four hundred kine^ all 
milk-white^ except the ears, which were red. But 
the avarice 9.nd malignity of John were not so easily 
appeased. The urihappry mother, with her unoi-MaUlb 
fendmg children were still confined^ and' are saidPam 
to have perished in their prison by want. Such ae» 
vere representations of the conduct of king John, 
we may reasonably suspect to be heightened and 
aggravated by the monki^ historians. In the pre* 
sent case, at least, we are not to suppose that his 
cruelty extended to the utter destruction of the 
whole family of Braosa; for Lucia the grand* Collects- 
daughter of this lord, who was married to anneaauto- 
En^ish baron called Greoffry De CanviUe, was at^P^ 
length wstored to the lands given to her by her|^^* 
grandfather. 

Th« Lacys were more fortunate in extricating 
th«nselves fi'om their present difficulties. They areHantner. 
said to have been reduced evert to engage in tk^SP®?^^ 
menial employment of gardeners to the abbot of jj^^J^ 
Saint Taurin : a circumstance by no means impro- 
bable ; as Philip De Comihes was witness of some of 
the noblest loms of England degraded by their 
misfortunes to the condition of lacquies, during the 

contests 
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contests of York and Lancaster. l"he iSemeattor 
of these his new servants, soon convinced their em* 
plover, that they could not be men of ordinary 
rank ; which lea him to a strict inquiry into their 
fbrtttues: and this produced on their part^ a full 
confession of their real state and quality, and the 
occasion of their present difficulties. The good ab- 
bot is so affected by their story, that he becomes in- 
tercessor with the kin^ in behalf of his offending sub- 
jects; and to his mediation it is imputed, that John 
was finally prevailed upon to reinstate the Lacys in 
their possessions, on condition of receiving from Wal- 
tw 8,500 marks for Meath ; and from Hugh, 4,000 
marks for Ulster. It is added, that these lords were 
by no means ungrateful to their benefactor. They 
knighted his nephew, and invested him with a 
considerable lordship in Ireland. Several of his 
monks also were persuaded to attend them on their 
return, and met with a favorable reception and es- 
tablishment in their territories. 

The reduction of the forts belonging to these 
lords in Meath and Ulster^ is the only military ex- 
' ploit we can ascribe to John during a three months 
residence in Ireland. The English historians indeed 
assure us that he reduced the king of Connaught by 
force of arms. But public recoras prove that this 
prince made a peaceable submission ; and confirm 
the representations of the Irish annals^ And when 
we know that he discovered the basest supineness, 
upon the most important occasions, we are the less 
surprized to find Hugh 0*Nial, a petty Irish prince, 
Ann. at uie very time when John was marching through 
^gg^- his territory, boldly defying his power, and renounc- 
ing his sovereignty, without the least attempt made 
to reduce a chief who by this conduct violatedhis 
solemn engagements. 
Mattk Upon the departure of the king, the administration 
Paris. Qf jiis government in Ireland was committed to 
John De Grey, bishop of Normch, who agreeably 
to his instructions, caused money to be new coined, 

of 
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of the si^raie if?eig^ t^ith that of England, for the 
convenience of traffic between the two kingdoms^ 
and which by royal proclamation was made current 
in England as well as Ireland. And this prelate is 
said to have administered his government with such 
vigor^ that instead of living m any awe or fear c^HolKngt. 
the disaffected, he was enabled at the time whenHaomer. 
England was threatened by an invasion from the 
king of France, in order to execute the pope's sen- 
tence of deposition, to send a company ot knights 
with three hundred well-appointed infantry from 
Ireland, to the assistance of nis royal master. And 
indeed, though Ireland was by no means in a state 
of general tranquillity, yet its disorders were prin- 
cipally confined to. those districts most remote from 
the seat of English government. Hugh O'Nial Anm 
in Ulster, was the declared enemy of toe English. ^^* 
But the garrisons on his frontiers were left to en- - * 
counter him; and althouo^h. he gained repeated ad^ 
vantages over them, yet he had not strength suffict^ 
ent for an extensive irruption. Without assistance 
or confederates, he could but harass the enemy by 
occasional excursions, returning to his own territory^ 
and there enjoying the honor of his petty victories* 
His neigI)bouring chieftains, like the Desmonians 
in the opposite quarter of the island, were employed 
in rifling each other. In Desmond, indeed, the 
disorders sometimes required the interposition of 
the English stationed in Cork: iHad-4he severities 
they executed on those who aCtempted to molest Ann. 
their settlements, (as the Irish annalists representjj"^^* 
them) plainly shew that they had by this time im- ^^* 
bibed but too much of the ferocity of their neigh-- 
hours, if not of their treacherous and vindictive 
i^irit 

But besides the disorders arising from provincial 
or local factions, there were others proceeding from 
the liberal gtants made by the crown, the claims of 
the new settlers, and the opposition of the old 
natives. The lands ceded in Connaught seem to 
havebeeii. ^e occasion of particular contest: the 

Vou I, ^ B English 
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English being anxious to improve thekr grants to 
the utmost, and frequently encroaching l>eyond their 
just bounds; the Irish natives clamoring at their 
usurpations^ and flying to their own chieftain 
for redress. ^^^^^ ^^^ '^^ ^^^ ^^ power 
could but appeal to the justice of the En^sh 
government. The oppressors of his vassals werfe 
of consequence incensed against their advocate. His 
remonstrances they affected to impute to his disloyal- 
ty> and represented his zeal for the interest of the 
' natives as an overture to rebellion. This degraded 
prince^ essentially injured^ and^ at the same time, 
unjustly maligned^ thi'eatened with hostilities^ and 
unprovided for defence/ had no resource but in the 
power of John, to whose protection he had a right- 
mi claim ; And to whom he was iiow bbligifed to sue 
with all the humility of a dependent vassal^ who, 
but a few years before, had bidden defiance to the 
whole English power, and threatened to exterminate 
the foreigners lirom every quarter of the kingd<Hn. 

Kymer. j^im^ who probably w^as well infomied of the in- 
jurious attempts made upon this prince and his re- 
served domain, by letters jpatent directed to his lord 
justice, officers, or other faithful subjects in Ireland, 
granted his protection to Cathal, directing that he 
should be supported and defended, that no injury 
should be offered to him, either in his person, or 
possessions; and that no unfavorable suggestions 
of his enemies should be received or believed, so 
long^ as he adhered to his allegiance and attachment 
to the king. It seems to have been considered as a 
point X)f sound policy^, to take every method of 
conciliating the affections of those chiefs who had 
become fe^aries to John. They had been turbu- 
lent enemies, were hardly reconciled, and from a 
16ng experience of the national temper, it was found 
that they were to be retained most effectually by an 
appearance of kindness, attention, and respect. 

Ibid- Among other means . used for this purpose, the pa- 
tent now granted to Cathal was attended with an 
order addressed to the archbishop of Dublin, to buy 

' such 
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stidb a quantity of scarle^ts as he should jud^e suffi-* 
cient to make robes to be presented to the kings of 
Ireland, and others of the king's liege-men; natives 
of this kingdom. Probably these robes were made, 
^fter thi© English mode. If so it was by no means 
a contemptible device^ to endeavour to habituate 
these.chiefs to the English g^rb^ and b^ their exam- 
ple^ to render it fashionable in their territories^ 
'' Men's apparel^" saith Spjencer, speaking of this View of 
coimtry and its manners, /^ is commonly made 2uc-^^^^^^ 
(' cprding to their cop^itipns; and their conditions 
'' are oftentimes governed by their ffannents: for 
?. the pers<Mi that is gowned, is by his gowne put 
'^ in mind, of gravitiej; and also restrained from 
". lightnes^ by Uie very^ unaptnesse of his weed/* 
And the gentler ajmd less pffensiye method of intro* 
ducing. an advantageous change of apparel, gradu- 
ally and imperceptibly/ under the appearance of 
grace and favor, had it been pursued witbsteadi* 
ness^ and address, might have proved more efFectu- , 

al than the pe^allaws of later times: which, by an 
avowed and violent opposition to the.manners of the 
Irish, proved too odious to be f^xecuted. / 

The archbishop a^ove-merttioned, was Henry de Ware d« 
jLondreS) who succeeded ^o Jolin Comyn in the year^'- ^^^^* 
121$, and was now invested with the king*s govern- 
ment of Ireland ; whiah was, however, for the most 
part administered by his deputy Geoffry Morris, or 
de M%urisco> an eminent English settler in IVlunster. 
Henry himself was obliged to attend the service of 
his royal master in England, and is an instance of 
^ prelate In the Irish churchy adinitted to the kina^'8 
councils, and acting as^a spiritual baron of his 
reabn, in John's most important transactions. WheiiMatUu 
his contest with pope Innocent ended in his shame- Paris, 
ful submission, {he prelate of Dublin is named first i^"^^*^- 
of thos^ U>rds whp were present at the execution of j^^JI'^ 
the deed, by which John resigned the kingdoms ofivfatth. 
England and Ireland to the see of Rome, and con-^ Paris. 
seAted to hold them as a fief^ by the i&ervice of one 

thousand 
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thousand mnxks to be paid annually^ seven Inuidred 
for England ; and for Ireland^ three hundred. He 
was present when John did homajg^e to Pandolf^ with 
all tne odious circumstances ot humiliation ; and 
Mftttii. ^" honorably disting^uished on this occasion^ as 
Paris. * the only prelate who ventured to express his inSig^- 
nation at this shameful transaction^ and the ^lor- 
mous insolence and haughtiness of the legate. It 
Spbtln-^^ immediately pertinent to the present subiect to 
HOC. Ba- observc, that soon after the arrival of the'biuiop of 
uaio ed. Frescati in England attended with a letter of cre- 
dekice from the pope^ conceived in the most horrid 
terms of blasphemous h^pocrisy^ and when John 
had made a second resignation of his kingdoms^ 
Innocent^ with an audacious ostentation of favor 
and condescension to his royal vassal^ addressed a 
letter to the prelates^ princes^ lords^ and people of 
Ireland^ notifying the total reconciliation made by the 
. blessing of Heaven between the royaj state of Eng- 
land and the holy see ;, expressing the tenderest con- 
cern for his beloved son in Christ the illustrious 
Ibid. ^^"ff John, whose realms^ by his grants were right- 
fully invested in the Roman church, and command^ 
ing and directing them bjr his apostolical mandate^ 
to persevere in their allegiance to the king and his 
heirs, who were now the objects of his paternal care 
and favor. ♦ 

These transactions were suc<?feeded by the famous 
f ontest between John and his barons. And here 
again, we find the archbishop of Dublin admitted 
to the king's councils, attending the congress of 
Runingmede, encamped on the king's, side, with 
the few lords who still appeared to adhere to him^ 
and taking place immediately after the archbishop 
of Canterbury. In the preamble to the Great 
Cimtt. Charter, he is mentioned as one of those prelates 
Jokiui. and barons by whose counsel it is alleged to have 
been granted. With the other prelates, he pro- 
tested, on occasion of a clause in this charter, by 
which it was apprehended that the being of all 
forests might be endangered^ add joined in declar- 
ing 
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ing; the real intention of both parties. In likeAtt^. 
manner^ he is united with the prelates of England^ Tar. 
in a protest a^nst the refusal of the barons to certi- ^^ 
fy their submission and allegiance by an instrument 
under their seals. But although this prelate^ and 
William earl Marshal^ a baron of great weight and 
extensive property in Ireland, were both attendant 
on the king, and intimates in his councils, it doth 
not appear upon this great occasion, that any parti- 
cular requisitions were made in behalf of his sub^ 
jects in Ireland, or any measures taken for including 
them specifically in the present grants of the crown. 
But when the turbulent and distracted reign of John 
ended in the succession of an infant heir, the Irish 
lords thought this a favorable period for explain -Ryn^r. 
ing their grievances, and petitioning the throne for 
new graces. For this purpose, they made use ofpr^nju 
the* intervention of Ralph of Norwich, one of the 
king's chaplains. Among their complaints, were 
those of the late severities exercised by John towards 
some of his barons, and his violent seizure of their 
lands ; and among their demands, was one-of great 
consequence, and which, if obtained, might have 
proved of singular advantage to the English interest; 
that either the queen dowager, or the king's brother^ 
should be sent to reside in Ireland. '' The people 
" .of this land," saith Davyes, '' both English and 
" Irish, out of a natural pride, did ever love and 
" desire to be governed by great persons," — And 
at this particular period, when the acrimony of the 
natives was sensibly abated, the presence of a royal 
personage promised to have the happiest influence ; 
and seems to have been desired, from a thorough 
knowledge of the Irish character, and a full convic- 
tion of its utility. The answer of king Henry the 
third deserves a place in the body of this Historyj 
and is^ therefore, here translated firOm the origi- 
nal 

Tm 
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Cktts. 1.' ^' 'Ths King to Geoffiry de MaimBco^ Justiciary of 
Hen. Ili. '' Ireland^ greeting. - 

We return our manifold thanks^ for your good 
'' and faithful service performed to John, late King 
^ of England, our father, of blessed memory, and 
*^ to us, to be continued, and for those things you 
*"' have signified to us, by our trusty Ralph of Nor- 
^' vf ich, clerk. 

'^ Seeing then, that by his will, in whose hands 
*' are the issues of life and death, our lord and 
'^ father had happily departed this life, (whose soul 
. '' may the heavens receive!) We will you^to know, 
'' that, the royal obsequies being first solemnly and 
'* duely performed in the church of the blessed 
'' Mary of Winchester, there were convened at 
" Gloucester the greater number of the nobles of 
" our realm, bishops, abbots, earls, and barons, 
*' who adhered faithful and devoted to our father 
** during his lifetime, anfl very many others : 
'^ where, on the feast of the aposUes Simon and 
'' Jude, in the church of Sairtt Peter, Gloucester, 
*^ with tfie acclamations of clergy and laity, we 
'' v^ere, by the hands of the lord Gualon, by the 
" titie - of St. Martin, presbyter, cardinal and 
. "legate of the apostolic see, and those of the 
*' bishops then present, with invocation of the Holy 
" Spirit, publicly anointed, and crowned king of 
*' England : fealty and homage being of all per- 
*' formed to us. Which we have judged necessai-y 
" to communicate to you as our liege subject, that 
^ *' you may share the joy of our honor and happy 

'' success. 

^^ And whereas we have heard that some resent- 
'' ment hath arisen betweea our lord and father 
'^ aforesaid, and certain nobles of our realm, and 
'^ for some time subsisted ; whether with cause or 
''without cause, we know not; our pleasure is, 
'' that it shall be for ever abolished and forgotten, 
•' so as never to remain in our mind; and in order 
*' that the eflfect may cease with the removal of the 

cause. 
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" cause whatever resentment was conceiTed^ «ot 
'' subsisted against liim^ we are ready and willing^ t6 
" the utmost of our power^ to atone for, by yield- 
" ingto all persons what reason shall suggest, and 
'' the good counsel of our subjects direct/ abolish- 
" ing all evil usages from our realm, and by the 
^' restoration of liberties and free customs, so as to 
'' recal the gracious days of our ancestors, grant*^ 
^' ing to all our subjects what each may iMt\y and 
'^ reasonably claim. For this purpose, know ye 
^' that a council being lately convened at Brislbl, in 
'^ which .were present all the prelates of Englandi 
'*' as Weil bishops and abbots as priors, and many; 
^' a6 well earls as barons, they did homage and 
'' fealty to us, publicly, and generally ; and, receiv* 
*^ ing a grant of those liberties and free customs first 
'' demanded and approved by them> departed in 
''joy, ready aAkl willmg to do our service, each to 
^' his particular residence. 

'' We fiirther hope, and trust in the Lord, that 
'' the state of our realm, shall, by the divine mer- 
'' cy, be changed considerably for the better. 

*' As to sending our lady the queen-mother, or 
*' our brother, into Ireland, our answer is, that tak^ 
'' ing the advice and assent of our faithful subjects; 
'' we shall do that which shall be expedient to our 
*' interest and the interest of our realm. 

" We therefore desire you our beloved, that as 
*' you have be^ faithful and devoted to John our 
''father, of blessed memory, so you may be the 
" more careful to continue in fidelity to us, as you 
*' know that in this our tender age we have the 
" more occasion for your assistance and counsel; 
" and that you receive the homage of the princes 
^' of Ireland, and all others who ought tp do it 
" unto us. t 

" We retain at our court Ralph of Norwich, 
*' that by his means, we may signify our pleasure 
"to you, more fiilly, in these and 'Other matters. 
^' And our pleasure is, that you and our other faith- 

"ful. 
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^' fiilMbjeds of Ireland shall enjoy ihe same liber- 
'!" ties which we have granted to our subjetts of 
'* England ; and these we will grant and confirm 
^' to you." 

The grant to his other subjects here alluded to, 

was the Charter of Liberties executed on the twelfth 

of Noverab^^ in the first year of this prince's 

Ann. reign; when, at a great council, hdd at Bristol, 

2^^- ana compoped of prelates, nobility, and others, in 

Olouc l^^t numbers, the pope's legate absolved them 

m>m4heir oath of alle^ance to prince Louis, who 

had been invited to support tiiem against the 

treachery of John, and obliged them to swear fealty 

to young Henry: who in return, formally and 

solemnly renewed the Great Charter granted by his 

father, with such alterations and amendments as (ha 

circumstances of the times had made necessary. 

Lib. Rtth. Among' the nobles assembled onMhis occasion^ 

§JJ^ and members of the king's great council, we find 

the name of Walter de Lacy, an Irish baron lately 

restored to favor, and reinstated in his posMSsaons* 

Such were the condescensions paid to this great 

fiunily, that the king addressed a letter particiuarly 

to Huj^h, entreating him to forget all fonner ani- 

M8S. mosities, and assuring him of his future favor and 

protection. The royal grace was also extended to 

the whole body ot Irish subjects. And on the 

sixth of February after signing the English charter^ 

a duplicate was transmitted to Ireland under the 

seals of the legate, and William, earl of Pembroke^ 

the protector, for the benefit of the king's faithful 

subjects in this kingdom, and with those alter* 

ationsonly which the local necessities of Ireland re* 

auired. it still remains extant in the Red Book of 
le Exchequer at Dublin ; it was attended by the 
following letter from king Henry. 
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*' The king to all archbishops, , bishops, abbots^ Pat. i. 
^^ earls, barons^ knights^ and free tenants, and all^®"* ^ • 
'*^ our faithful subjects settled throughout Ireland^ 
'^ Greeting. 

VVlTH our hearty commendatiotl of your fi- 
^' delity in the Lord, which you have ever exhi* 
*' bited to our lord father, and to us in these 6ur 
'^ days are to exhibit, our pleasure is, that, in 
^^ toKen of this your famous and notable fidelity, 
^^ the liberties granted by our father, and by us, 
^' of our" grace and gift, to the realm of England, 
" shall in our kingdom of Ireland, be enjoyed by 
'' you and by your heirs for ever* Which liber- 
^' ties, distinctly reduced to writing by the general 
^' counsel of all our liege subjects, we transmit to 
'^ you, sealed with the seals of our lord Gualon, 
'/ legate of the apostolical see, and of our trusty earl 
" William Manshal, our governor, and the go- 
*^ vemor of our kingdom; because, as yet, we 
'' have no seal. And the same shall in process^, 
'' of time, and on fuUer counsel, receive the sig- 
^' nature of our own seal. Given at Gloucester 
^' the sixth day of February/' 

Thus were the rights and privileges of tlie Irish 
settlers completely ascertained and established., They 
were not only to be governed by the same monarchs, 
and the same laws with their ancestors, but to com- 

{)let6 their union with their fellow subjects in Eng- 
and, they are now included in the concessions ex- 
torted from the throne, to circumscribe the prero- 
gative, and correct the severities gradually intro- 
duced by the foedal system : they appear in the same 
honorable light with their brethren in the neigh- 
bouring realm, making the same requisitions, and 
obtaining the same grants which are to this day 
revered as the basi^ of English liberty. But if the 
requisition of the English charters proceeded rather 
from an aristocratic spirit, than the love of true li- 
berty, the same spirit, it musl be acknowledged. 
Vol. I. 3 C was 
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was still more predominant in Ireland: where the 
barons^ remote from the supreme seat of majesty^ 
uncontix>uled by a delegated authority jtQO often 
weak and ill-supported^ invested with enormous ter- 
ritories and dangerous privileges, were tempted by 
heir strength and enabled by the situation of the 
kingdom, to pursue the objects of their avarice and 
ambition, without regard to justice, and sometimes 
without even the appearance of respect to govern- 
ment. As the same passions possessea them all, they 
. of consequence lived with each other in a perpetujJ 
state of rivalship, envy, and dissension : and eis their 
claims were to be supported by force of arms, their 
own vassals as well as the native Irish, felt the 
severest consequences of their pride and oppression.- 
Odious as isucn representations may appear, they 
will be found but too fully justified m the progress 
of this History. And it may be no useless task, dis- 
tinctly to point out the source of those calamities 
under which the nation groaned for so lon^ a period, 
and to exhibit those facts in full view, which prove 
that they were originally derived from the vices of 
individuals, not from any inequitable or oppressive 
principles iti English government. 
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CHAP. I- 

State of Ireland during the Jirst j/ears of the reign of Henry 
iheihird* . • .Henry DeLondres Mcniinto Ireland* . . .His 
conduct. • • .Death of earl of Pembroke. . . .Contest be» 
tween his successor and the Lades. • • .Grants made by 
Henry* • « .Commotions in Connaught* • • .Ambition of De 
Bur go. m • .Opposed by Fedlim prince ofConnaught. . • • 
His spirit, m • .His application to the king. • • .Death of 
William Marishal. • • .Richard his successor suspected by 
the king. . . .Assisted in Ireland. . . .Is invested with his 
lands and dignities. • • .Opposes the administration of the 
bishop of Winchester. . . .Retires to Wales. . • .Conftde^ 
rates mthLewellin. . . .Fruitless attempts to reduce him.. . • 
The minister projects a scheme to destroy him. . . .Letter to 
the lords of Ireland. . . . Earl Richard's arrival in this king* 
don\. • • .Insidious practices of Geojfry De Maurisco. . . • 
Expedition of Richard. . . .He treats mth the lords oflre^ 
land. . . .Is betrayed. . • .His tragical death . « . .Effects of 
this incident. • • .Meanness of the king. . . .Disgrace of 
Winchester ... .Commotions in Ireland on the death of 
Richard. . • .Maurice Fitzgerald seeks a reconciliation with 
his successor . . . . Fedlim repairs to the king. . • .His success 
. . • .Irish toparchs invited to assist the king in his intended 
expedition into Scotland. . . .Complicated disorders of Ire* 
land. . . .Henry obliged repeatedly to enforce the obser^ 
zance of the English laws. . . .The benefits of these laws 
sued for by some particulars . . . ^But denied to the Irish in 
general. . . . True cause of this exclusion . . . . Grant of the 
lordship of Ireland to prince Edward. . • . This kingdom 
deprived of the advantages of his abilities. . . .Commotions 
in the North. .., .In Desmond. .. ;The Geraldines de* 
pressed. . . .Recover their power. • • •Quarrel with De 
Burgo. . . . Maurice seizes and imprisons the chief governor I 
f t , f Who is enlarged by an assembly convened at Kilkenny. 

m . . . EX" 
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Excesses of Be Burgo. . • , Defeated by Mdh O'Connor. 
• . . .Exactions of the king. , . . Those of the JP&m ^till 
more oppressive^ ^ • .Remonstrances Of the Irish clergy 
against the admission of foreigners into their Church • • • . 
Equally averse to the English as to the Italians. • • .Their 
remarkable ordinance against the English clergy. • • .Re* 
sanded by the Pope. • • ^ Irish clergy endeavor to enlarge 
the jurisdiction of their courts. • • . Statute of Merton* • • • 
Insolence of the Irish ecclesiastics. . , , They excommunieate 
the magistrates and citizens of Dublin. . . . WhQ appenal to 
the council. • • ^Ridiculous, meanness of their submission^ 

A PERIOD of almost fifty years from the ar- 
rival of the British adventurers in Ireland, hath hi- 
therto afforded a succession of events which may 
give occasion to some useful reflections, and seem 
not unworthy of a fairer and more distinct exposition 
than they have hitherto received. As we advance, it 
will be sometimes found necessary to confine our- 
selves to a more general view of the affairs of Ire- 
land, without an exact adherence to the order of 
time, and without dwelling on particulars which nei- 
ther interest nor instruct. The writers of the History 
of England have been obliged to adopt this method, 
in treating of the particular period to which we are 
now arrived. In the present work it is stiU more al- 
lowable, for reasons too obvious to be explained ; 
even if the monkish annalists of Ireland, or the pub- 
lic records during the long reign of Henry the third 
had afforded more historical materials. 

The gradual progress of the English power had 
by this time considerably weakened that of the old 
Irish chieftains -whose dominions had been circum- 
scribed, and their national vanity mortified, by their 
Ann. concessions to the crown of England. It was now 
Mss.' ^^y ^ ^^^ ^^ *^^^^ "^^^* distinguished characters that 
& Am. their, annalists could extol as the terror of the Gauls 
var. (so the English are stiled) and destroyers of their cas- 
tles, who mver once paid tribute or^submissixm to the 

forei^nerst 
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foreigners. They were reduced to an humble style, 
and in the utmost warmth of panegyric, could but 
represent their hero as yielding to the English, only 
what was just and right. Some inconsiderable dis- Ann. 
oi-ders in the North were soon repelled by the Eng-^^' 
lish settlers of this district, and the faU of some tur* a. D. 
bulent chieftains served to strike new. terror, andiais, 
eheck th§ progress of commotion. The English, 
who saw the government of the young king and 
realm of England administered 'with abilities and 
vigor by William Marishal earl of Pembroke, a no- 
bleman of vast possessions in Ireland, and of confe- 
quence attached M their interests, were encouraged 
by the expectation of his support, and at the same 
time restrained by the authority of his station and 
chajEucter, from all irregularities, of which they were 
sensible he would be faithfully informed. So that 
the first year of Henry's reign passed undistinguish- 
ed by any events in Ireland worthy of note : the 
Irish fcedaries confining themselves, for the most 
part, to their own districts, the English conducting 
their government, and managing their interests 
without disorder or interruption. GeofFry De Mau-Ryroer. 
risco was continued in the administration, and Hen-^^y*^"- 
ry De Londres, the prelate of Dublin, was sent into 
Ireland under the pretence of assuming his pastoral 
charge, but really as coadjutor to GeofFry. The 
king's letter addressed to his liege-barons of Ireland 
express the reluctance with which he parted with this 
prelate, and how necessary his presence and coun- 
sels were to him and the realm of England ; direct- 
ing them to consult with him and the chief governor, 
in every thing pertaining to the regulation of the 
kingdom. 

And although thi^ prelate was chiefly distin- 
guished by his political conduct, yet in his ecclesias- 
tical character, he exerted himself with sufficient 
abilities. Soon after his arrival he held a synod atRegist 
Dublin, the constitutions of which are ^till extant, ^^.®" 
and do no dishonor to the temper and principles ^yij^'ij^g 
of 0e Londres. But his private conduct, if we may Cone 

believe 
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believe the Irish relators^ was insolent and odious* 

Hamner. We are told that he summoned the tenants of his 

see to produce the instruments by which they held 

their lands^ which he had no sooner received under 

iiretence of examining their titles^ than in an af* 
ected passion he cast them into the fire. The first 
fit of astonishment at this impudent treachery^ was 
succeeded by a violent tumult^ in which some of the 
bishop's domestics were grievously wouaded : he 
himself was saved only by flighty and to allay tihe 
commotion, found it necessary to confirm their 
tenures to the aggrieved parties. Nor could this 
coftdescension eflface the oaium of his attempt. He 
was branded with the name of Bum-Bill, and ever 
after H^own by this appellation; a circumstance 
which seems to confirm the truth of this incident. 
And it is a striking example of the contempt with 
\vhich the rights of thd subject in Ireland M^ere, in 
these times, treated by the more powerful of the 
neighbouring kingdom. 

The death of the great earl of Pembroke in the 
year 1219, deprived Ireland of ah useful and power- 
ful patron : from this period, at least, her disorders 
iseem to have revived. Hugh De Lacy, whose ava- 
rice and ambition had not been suppressed by his 
misfortunes, deemed this incident mvorable to his 

{)urposes, and commenced a contest about some 
anas M^hich the earl had possessed, and whicB Hugh 
now claimed as his right. As the grants made to 
these English lords had raised them to a degree of 
sovereignty, and as they assumed the power of piak^ 
ing war and peace, independent of the English go- 
vernment, De Lacy knew full well that the dispute 
Am. must finally be brought to the decision of the sword : 
Ji^' ^^^ *^ ^® ^^^ better provided for this event, he 
courted the alliance of O'Nial, the turbulent chief- 
tain of the North, and the avowed enemy of his 
liege-lord. William the young ei^rl was suddenly 
. called into Ireland to defend his lands : Leinster 
and M eath were ejtposed to the calamities of war, 
by the incursions of these lordSj, who as each pre- 
/ Y^iled^ 
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vailed^ pursued his adversary^ and laid his tiernto* 
ries waste. Trim^ the principal city of M eath^ waSHunner. 
besieged by William^ and with difficulty maintained. 
Leinster^ on the other hand^ was harassed by O'Niaf^ Ami. 
till the contending parties were wearied out into anAnon. 
accommodation^ or at least a suspension of hostilities.^^* 

Geoffry^ the English governor^ was in the 
mean time obliged to make an expedition into Des^ 
mond^ to suppress the insurrection of the Mac- 
Arthys; and terrified the country by the severity of 
his execution. Donald O'Brien of Thomond^ amidst Ann. 
these storms. was solicitous to secure his own domain ||j^^^- 
£rom the rapine of his countrymen, and the oppres- 
sive violence of the English, and as the most eiFec* 
tual method, petitioned and obtained a grant fromRiianr. 
king Henry, of the kingdom of Thomond, (as it^^7«- 
is called) to be held of the king during his minori^ 
ty, by a yearly rent of one hundred pounds, and a 
fine of one thousand marks. With less eauity, and 
less attention to the tranquillity of the Kingdom, 
Henry also granted to Richard De Burgo, represen-P«*- * 
tative of that lord who had proved so dangerous i^^L^ 
the reign of John, the whole kingdom of Con- ^ 
naught after the death of Cathal the bloody-handed, 
who still maintained his state in this province. It 
doth not appear whether the present ^rant was re*- 
concileable to the stipulations formerly made with 
Cathal. But as Hubert De Burgo, justiciary of Eng- 
land, and governor of the king, was now in the 
meridian of his power, it is probable that his kins* 
man was gratified, without a scrupulous attention 
to the claims of an Irish chieftain little known or 
refinaxded in the court of England. 

The death of Cathal soon gave Richard an op* A. D. 
portunity to plead his grant. But the Irish, ac*^^* 
cording to their own customs, proceeded to elect a^^^^jj 
succeasor: and by the powerftil intercession ofMSsJ 
O'Nial, Tirlauffh, brother of the late prince, was 
invested with the royal dignity of Connaught. A 

tiomi* 
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nomination procured by the open and inveterate 
opposer of the £2nglish government, and supported 
by his arms/ was particularly offensive to Geoffi-y 
De Maurisco. He led an army into Connaught, but 
without attempting directly to support De Burgo in 
his claims, contented himself with expelling Tir- 
laugh, and establishing ^Edh, ,a son of Cathal in 
his room. Tile usual subject of contention in this 
Ann. disordered province was thus revived. The succes- 
Anoa. sor CTCW iusoleut, was provoked by the demands 
MSS. made upon his teiTitory by the English, resisted 
them by force, was supported by his countrymen, 
and proved so successful as to take a son of Geofiry 
prisoner, who seems to have marched with an in- 
considerable force to oppose him. Being soon re- 
duced to extremity, he was obliged to come in per- 
son to treat with the governor; when a dissension 
arising between some of his Irish train and the do- 
mestics of Geoffiry, iEdh was unhappily killed in- 
the tumult*. His uncle and rival reassumed the 
1228. sovereignty, but was soon deposed by Richard De 
Burgo, who succeeded Maurisco in the government^ 
Und deemed it more consistent with his views, to in- 
vest another son of Cathal called Fedlim, with the 
royal title. This chief, more vigorous and politic 
than his immediate predecessors, had the spirit to 
oppose the claims made on his territory by De Bur- 
' go, in a manner the more peremptory and imperi- 
ous, as he was now in the plenitude of power. Im- 
patient of opposition from his creature, he de- 
nounced 

* It is scarcely worthy of notice that the death of this prince is va- 
riously related. Some annalists tell us that the wife of one of the go-> 
yernor's attendants entertained lAm with particular kindness, prepared a 
bath to refresh him, and was assiduous in all the little offices and atten- 
tions of an hospitable matron, ^dh, after the manner of his own coun- 
try, expressed his gratitude by kissing his benefactress. In this a«t» 
which possibly Avas rendered more suspicious by an artless unpolished 
warmth of affection, he was surprised oy her husband, who in a violent 
rage of jealousy determined to destroy him, and effected his purpose by 
a treacherous assassination. Geoffry was just enough to execute the 
law of England on the offender. 



hounced Ihe tei^rord of his v^ngeatide d^^nst hiin> 
commenced hostilities^ aricl even nladt^i him cdfitiva 
Yet Fediiirihad the good fortune to escape, collect- 
ed a considerable body of his adherents, marc^hed 
against his rival rioW supported by the English 
^curernor, defeated, slew him, aild re-dssumed hi$ 
soVeifeignty. 

HAtp^iLY ft>r this Irish pritice^ Hubert vraB ndwCl,i?H. 
in disgrace; his kinsman was, of consequence, ife-J^^-^*^ 
hioVed from his government, and Maitrice Pitz- 
Gevald appointed his successor, itl return fof th^ 
sefvices or his noble fiimily. Pedlim, with a sa- 
Micity not unusual to his countrymen, determined ttt 
unproye this favorable conjuncture. Sensible that 
he coaM not long sup|>ort his dignity by any t^oweif ji>a^ 
of his own, he addressed himself to the king ofRymer. ' 
England. In a submissive and affecting mfilrmel^,^^^ . 
he represented his own inviolable attachmeilt jLs *eu*^°gg* - 
as that of his father to the English government; 
the efeat and valuable cessions they had inade^ 
which yet were not capable of satiating the avarice 
of a disloyal baron, wno had seized the king's forts; 
Made warupon his vassals, and aimed at a degree of 
power inconsistent with his allegiance, and danger- 
ous to the interests of his liege-loi-d; earnestly 
entreating permission to repair to EhglsLiid, to cdst 
himself at the king's feet, that he rriight expliim 
more panicularlyliis owii cruel injuries, as 'wMl as 
the enormities of his edemy De Burgo. 

H^Nitr could not but feel surprise at an applica-* 
tion, which so little accorded with the kccouhts of 
Iridi transactions received at his dourt. He had; 
been assured * that the lat^ disorders of Conhaught 

Vot. 1. 2D had 

♦ This acdoadi is foUnd in Matth. Fam; tvhd probably received it 
on thd authority of somc^ artful inteliig^ilce sent into £iigland, without 
&HMmn§xit knowing the absurdity of it« The monk Ws so ill in- 
fionwid, that he makes this stupendous victory to have been gained bf 
Gebifry the chief governor, a considerable timo after Geoffry was re- 
moved from ther gover^imant of Ireland. V. pag. 360. £d. Watts^ 16|0. 
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had proceeded from a general rebellion of the na- 
tive Irish ; that, led by the chief of Connau^ht, 
a declared enemy, to his royal authority, they had 
entered the king's lands with fire and sword ; that 
his faithful barans had risen up, repelled the invasi- 
cm, pursued the enemy to their head-quarters, where 
by their address and valor, Fedlim had been de- 
feated with the loss of twenty thousand men. A- 
larmed at the reports of the insolence and power of 
de Burgo, and taught to dread the excesses of a 
discontented baron, but at the same time doubting 
the representations of the Irish chief, he resolved 
Rymer. ^ act with caution. * He addressed a letter ta 
Ci. 17 H. Maurice Fitz-Gerald, in which he infonned him of 
^^^ the application of his liege-man, son of the late 
king of Connaught ; that in answer to h\s petition 
for a safe-conduct, he had recommended that his 
journey to England should be deferred, until he had, 
- • with the concurrence of his chief governor, en- 
deavou^-ed to reduce the castle of Melick, now in 
possession of De Burgo, the detention of which, 
probably had been represented as a striking instance 
of the disloyalty of this baron ; that, when this 

should 



* " Rex dilecto & fideli suo Mauri tio FIlio Gerardf Jastkaano sua 

Hibernise, salutem. ' • 

. ^' Signifieavlt nobis dilectus & iidelis noster F. filius carissimi quoa- 
" dam regis Connac. quod proposuit ad nos venire in Angiiam, caHsa 
** DOS videndi Sc nobiscum loquendi de ncgotiis nostris & snis. £t oos 
'* renunciaviiT>as ei, quod, ante adventuin suum, laboretde consilio ves- 
** *ro^ ad captionem castri de Miloc quod est in manu Ricardi de Burgo: 
^ & cum dictum castrum captum fuerit & vobis commissum, et terra 
** Coniuic* sedata Sc vobis fuerit liberata> bene placeft nobis, & vohiniu^ 
V quod ad nos veniat in Angliam, simul cum aundis vestris quos ad 
•* nos raittetis in Angjiam. ' 

*'^is igitur, ut pncdictum est expeditis, salvum & securum conduc- 
•*'tum praefato F. liaberfe faciatis, causa veniendi ad nos in Angliam, in 
** cuju»«tiam adventu nuncios vestros cum eo mittatis, viros videlicet 
V* discretos, qui de statu terrue nostras Hiberniae nos sciant & velint signi«^ 
^* ficare. Teste mcipso apud Teokisbir» 28 vo die Mali, anno regoi 
♦-* Bostri decimo septiino." Rymer, torn. l.p.32& 
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should be effected, and the province of Connaught 
peaceably settled and delivered to the king's deputy, 
he had declared his readiness to grant his petition^ 
axid admit him to his presence. At the same time 
Fft3&-Gerald is directed that some trusty agents, on 
'/wbose discretion he could rely, should be sent with 
the Irish prince, who might inform the kin^ authen- 
tically of the real state and condition of Ireland, 
that he might not be deceived by interested reports, 
or the suggestions of jealousy and envy. This 
answer was sufficient for the immediate purpose of 
Fediim. He was acknowledged as the king's liege- 
man ; he had the royal commission to act against De 
Bur^o ; and his countrymen were deterred from 
i^y iai^ous attempts against a chieftain who boasted 
the support of the English monarch. So that he 
enjoyed liis petty sovereignty for a time, unmolested 
by any Irisli rivals, or English claims; while ano- 
ther etvA a more important object engaged the vet- 
tention of the great barons in Ireland, and involved 
the kingdom in considerable disorder and confu- 
sion. 

On the death of William Marishal, son to the A. ft. 
|Mrotector, his estates and honors devolved on hisj'^^J- 
brother Richard, a yourtg lord actuated with all thej>jfrig / 
bold and independent spirit of an English baron. " 
Both the king, and Hubert who was now in power, 
were acquainted with his dispositions, and dreaded 
their effects : so that when he came to demand pos- 
session of his lands, it was at first denied, on pre- 
tence thai his brother's wife was pregnant. When 
this device proved ineflfectual, it was, in the next 
place, alleged that Richard had held a treasonable 
correspondence with the king's enemies in Praiicc ; 
and therefore he was commanded to depart from 
the realm within fifleeri Days, on pain of perpetual 
imprisonment. Without the least hesitation or de- 
lay, he bent his course to Ireland, where his family 
w^as held in .the utmost reverence. Descended by 
hisi mother's side from «^n Irish liing, by his father's 

from 
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from tkff renowned Strongbow, he wad equally d^^te 
to the inhabitants of Leinster, both of the Irish m^ 

gpfi^li^h race. He was readily invested with im 
nds and castles^ receive^ ^e homage of hiptiifcsMhi,^ 
findj collecting a considerable foi^e from Ireindds^ 
possessed h^qis^lf of the castiq of Pembc<>k^5 US if 
resolved to as^.f't his patrimoqial daimt by arms : 
^conduct 'which wrought so forcibly qn the timidity 
and inconstancy of the king, that he coBseqted io^ 
acieept hi^ homage and fealty, itn^ to inveft nin^ 
peHceably with all \ih rights. 
ith^h. ^ It soon app^are^ that Henry's ai^rehensioils of 
?""*• the dangerous spirit of this lord were but too wdi 
fqunc^ed/ When the admioistratiori had been un-j 
liappily committed \o the pr^at^of Wi|U;hesAcar«^|^ 
the land groaned uqcler» the oppression of this tyraa- 
nous 9,i^A hes^l-strong minister^ earl Richard wa^s tfae^ 
first t6 remonstrate boldly^ and eve^ haughtily to 

}he king, on the imminent dai^^r to the ifl^ws and^ 
iberties of the realm^ an^ of conseqaenpe to his 
pwn crown and dignity^ from the precjpitaie an^ 
imperious conduct of his favorite, and the inunda^ 
<ion of foreigners which oyeri^preaii the land. He, 
declared that he and otheii-s of his peers yfou}d m>. 
'longer deign to attend the kipg'« councils, whiles 
numbers o^ insolent and contemptible Ppi^tevins 
^ete allowed tq engros? the royal favor and sUten- 
' tfon. A sharp reply provoked l)im and his adbe- 
, rents tq absent them^dves from pi^rliament. They 
Hre summoned: they pretend to b^ apptneheiisiv^ 
for their personal safety, wd disobey the mandate i 
they ai'e proclaimed traitors, and their lapds assigned 
to foreign ere! The cause of the^^e discontented 
lords had all the adv^utag^ of popular £ptyor and 
applause, and was at first honored with the concur^ 
Tience of Richard, brother to the king. But as he 
ifvas speedily ree^nciled, and Pther loirds were bribed 
by the minister to forsake tj^eir party, the earl 
Marishal was left almost singly, to support a despe- 
rate contest with hi^ sovereign: yet stilL disdain^ 
ii^ a submission^ he retired to WaJes, and thf jre, 

confede- 
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vt*>n£ad6mtfai^ with Levrellin^ mnd pther diSelliii^ 
adf this provmee^ dedmredlii^ resolutions^ defendk 
ing hiB lamd^ aiid castle^ agaibat any hostile attack 
iMboiever. Some tempts ^hich were made to re^ 
4ace litHi, ended only in tl^e ^di^race of the kin^'it 
sMnna. Wheiie Henry commanded n\ penson^ (fo^ oe 
-waqf oU%ed<to lead his forces a^im^ this refmctory 
iord) ean' Richard witli an affected f^everenqe de^ 
jptined totf^ Any part iq the engagement. Whe«^ 
^n advantage wa^ ^ined over pis countrymen^ 
th^y w^re treated with the utmost lenity: to fo- 
reignera iguftrter was never granted. A successful 
insiHTection^ professedly pointed against iln odiou^ ' 

and arbitrary minister^ could not tail to gain new ' 

iriends and adherents. In vain did the English 
|irelates entreat the king to stop the spreading dis- 
prder^ by a just redress pf grievances^ and to seek 
fxi acGommpdation with those discontented lordg^^ 
who; might at leajitt plead/ that they had been ton^ 
deiiined and banished, without a fair trial by their 
peenL The imperious minister declared that they 
were^ entitlei to no such privilege, and affected to 
wonder at their presumption in assuming the same 
jpnseqtience witji the peers of Prance; As violent 
|nid sanguinary measures wqx^ more suited to his 
genius, wilh the assistance of his minions, be nb^t 
concerted a scheme for the destruciion erf ^rl 
Richard;, he^^ and leader, of this dangerpus con- 
^eracy. 

. {jitters under the king^s seal, as i^ell as theJMatt^, 
signature of the minister, and eleven of his crea^i ^*"^/ 
tiire$^ were dirppted to Maurice Pitz-Gerakl the Irish 
vicegerent, H\]gh and Walter De Lacy, Geoffry De 
Maurisco, Ftiphard De Ipnrgo, md some other infe* 
rior lords, purporting th^t Richav^, late e^i*l 
Marishs^l of Englaii^, bad, for his manifest treason, 
by sentence of the king's court been b^pished from 
the realm, his estates forfeited and seized, yet th^^ 
he still perseyepod in pbstinate rebellion Against )i^ . 
liege-rlord. It was therefore signified to these t^e 
king's faithful subjects^ that if the fifoi^esaid Richard 



Paris. 
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cli»^ land in. Irefaind, iiiey fshonld >e(»ieai2;€rar to 
secure and send him to the kin]^ alive or dead. , Ir 
return for which s^rvice^ his majestj granted th^ 
^ the lands which Richard had enjoyed in Ireland^ 
^nd were now forfeit^ by his didoyalty^ to be di- 
vided amongst them, and be possessed by them and 
thnv heirs for ever: for the fiit effect of . whidbi taro- 
' -mise, they who attested these letters made themselves 
9ure.tiies, on conditipn that the required senTioe shcmid 
be duly and faithfully performed. 

The division of a vast district in a part of Ire- 
land the best improved, was a tempting allurement 
M«tdi. to these lords, whose darling, objects were riches and 
influence ; and who were not always scrupulous and 
delicate in their pursuit; The insidiousness, with 
which they are charged on this occa»on by a ^^o- 
4emporai7 writer, was by no means agreeable ^o the 
open generous character of English ndbles, but was 
in some sort palliated and disguised by the appear- 
fince Qf loyalty and zeal for the service q( their 
sovereign.. Care was in the first place taken to con- 
vey intelligence to earl Richard, that the barons of 
Ireland had seized some of his castles, and ravaged 
his lands in Leinster. As a suspension of hostiliti^ 
in Wales had allowed him to attend to his Irish in? 
ierests, he embarked with fifteen attendants rely- 
ing oa^a sufficient support from his vassals and ad- 
herents in Ireland. , Immediately on his arrival, he 
was attended by Geoffiy De Maurisco, who, under 
pretence of attachment and devotion to his service, 
affected to commiserate his wrongs, and applaud 
bis generous contest against injustice and oppres- 
sion : he observed how easily and effectually he might 
distress the king by the vigor of his operations in 
Ireland; that, supported as he was by numerous 
adherents, and in a cause favored in general by 
both kingdoms, he could not fail of success, and 
might even reduce all Ireland to his obedience, by 
a due exertion of that spirit which had distinguished 
bis iUustnws progenitors, The earl was 'prevailed 

upon 
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upcm .with littte relUQfanoe' to ad(^^ a schettie so 
flattering to bits pride, and apparently so favorable 
to his cause. His forces were collected ; hostilities 
commenced; his own castles readily recoven^d; 
Limerick taken after a siege of four days; and the 
citizens obliged to bind themselves by solemn oath 
to bis service ; and still extending his irruptions, he 
ravaged the lands, and seized several castles both of . 
the king and his barons. • 

De Burg o, the Lacys and other lords who should 
have opposed these violences, fled before him- with 
an affected terror; while his successes only served to 
drive him into the toils of his enemies. TheyMntihew 
now employed agents to represent to him, that, as^*"** 
liege-men to king Henry, they could not look on 
tamely, while he reducedi the lands which had been 
entrusted to their custody. But, to prevent the 
effusion of blood, they desired a truce i promising 
that, if succours were not speedily received from the 
king, they should consider him as relinquishing his 
power and authority in the island, and on their parts 
should peaceably resign it to earl Richard, with 
whom they desired an interview on the plains of 
KiMare, in order to adjust the terms of this truce, 
and to effect ati equitable and amicable agreement. 
Richard consented to appear at the place appointed^ 
attended by a force nearly equal to that of his op- 
ponents ; but, by the insidious advice of Geoffiry, 
haughtily refused to giant a truce. The barons 
replied that the sword should then instantly decide 
the contest. Each side prepared to engage ; when, 
in the moment of onset, Geoffry coldly told the 
earl, that his only measure was to yield to the de^ 
mands of the barons; for as Walter De Lacy was 
man-ied to his sister, he could by no means fight 
against his kinsman ; and thus instantly marched 
away with fourscore of the earl's company,^ who 
had been bribed to this desertion. Richard waft 
now left with his fifteen brave followers of Walesj^ 
to support tlie shock of one hundred and forty 
chosen mem The Aaws of romantic, honor fprbaa 
f : ' him^ 
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htm to jQy. He ttsmed tenderly to bis ^linr^ bro^ 
lirer^ t9ok an affecting fareWd:l> entreating him^ as 
he wag of too tender years^ to share a despemte en^ 
cOHntm*^ to consult his safety by retiring to a neigh^ 
liouring castle. The enemy's attack was chiefly 
directra against his person : the barons tbemselve^ 
would not app^u- to take any part in tiiis^ tmequal 
engagement : their followers assailed the eari^ and 
at length unhorsed him, though not without bloods 
nhed and difficulty; when one of them, pointing tt 
da^er at his back, where he was not defended by 
his armour, plunged it into hi«r body to the hilt. 
, The unfortunate earl wa« conveyed to one of hfe 
castles which Fitz*6erald^ had in the mean time re^ 
ducedj, and expired ia a few days after tbss fatal 
rencounter. 

Tre news of the death of earl Richard, a popu-* 
lar and favorite lord, was received in England with 
the deepest consternation, and the most violent re^ 
sentment against the prelate of Winchester, who had 
sacrificed this noble victim to his revenge. Every 
circumstance of his death was aggravated by tke 
Matthew rage of party, and every report .{>ropagated that 
^■"■' could encrease the odium of the minister. It was 
even suggested that the basest treachery had been 
practised m the care of hi» wound ; and that he 
might have happily recovered, but for the villainly 
of a surgeon, who purposely tortured, and threw 
him into an ardent fever. An Irish agent was so 
fi[>dlish as to confess in London, that he had taken a 
principal part in the death of this earl, and, by this 
indiscretion, so provoked the popular fury, that he 
was immediately assassinated. The discontented 
nobles led the general clamor ; affected the utmost 
indignation, and the utmost terror for their own 
persons. The king, justly dreading the effects oi* 
the present t^per of the people, with a meais 
dissimulation expressed the deepest son*aw at the 
death of Richard, praised his great merits and 
endowments, lamented his own loss of so invalua-* 
l^e a sttfa^at^ aod ordar^d hia chaplains^ to per* 

fomk 
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foriii a sioleain service for the repose of his depAtteA 
soul. A sudden and striking eveitit, whidH affecwd 
all orders of his subjects, proved of moi-e forte than 
all th* temperate remonstrances of his real friends^ 
or even the violent opposition of a few barons. Th^ 
seceding lords* were invited to return to his coun* 
i&eU, and had the security of the prelates for th^lr 
safe -conduct. Gilbert, brotheraha successor of thi 
late earl, was knighted, and invested with his lands^ 
together with the office of earl Marishal. A con- 
vention of the nobles was held, to consider of the 
distracted situation of the realm. In this assembler, 
the archbishop of Canterbury produced a copy of 
the king's letter sent to the lofds of Ireland, and 
signed by the minister and his creatures. The kingf, 
bCTCeivingits effect, rose Up, and basely denied that 
nc had artv knowledge of it, confessed that the bi- 
lAiop of Winchester nad compelled him to affijc his 
Beat, but declared his own total ignorance of th« 

tmrport of this letter, which he confirrned by a so--^ 
emn oath, in all the mortil^ed abasement of a prince 
who had lost the confidence of his subjects. The 
bishop was summoned to appear, but, with some of 
iiis friends involved in the same disgrace, fled for 
sanctuary to the church of Winchester. The whole 
fabric of power, which this proud foreigner had been 
so long raising, was in an instant utterly subverte^^ 
His creatures were banished or Imprisoned} the 
court no longer fiUed with foreigners ; the natives 
restored to favorj and the primate of England, a 
man of temper, prudence, and equity, admitted to 
a principal share of power and confidence with the 



In Ireland, the general temper of the people was 
equally intiamed by the death of earl Richard, and 
lespedally in that province where his family had pos- 
sess^ fhefir^t rank of dignity, ttnd had been consi- 
dered as the sdvereiCTs of Leinster. The citizens 
of Dublin, an finglish colony, fraught with a full 
portion pf the national spirit, echoed clamors 

Vot. 1. 8E ot 
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Prynn. of their brethren of EngUoid^ inveighed loudty 
against the tpeachery and cruelty of me minister, 
and seemed ripe for some act of violence/ Henry 
eren deigned to address a letter to these rough and 
jturbuleht burghers. He assured them of his iniea- 
tions to convene the nobles of his realm^ (hat every 
measure should be taken, on mature advice, for the 
pacification and welfare of both kingdoms : he re- 
commended to them to wait the result of his in- 
tended deliberations, which he gracioasly assured 
Ihem should in due, time be transmitted, and he 
doubted not, but would give them p^fect satisfacr 
tion and content. 

. The great lords of Ireland in the mean time 
proceeded to divide the spoil of earl Richard's lands 
with the most rapacious violence, envying and op* 
Math, posing each other^ harassing and ravaging their ivt^ 
Paru. feriors. Their outrages were . continued with the 
greater boldness, as Gilbert the present earl had 
soon fiUlen under the displeasure of Henry having 
taken the same measures with his late brother, on 
the relapse of the king into his former of^'esidons 
and unjust partiality to foreigners. His marriage 
with the daughter of Alexander king of Scotland 
Sf&cred to sw^ his pride; but less able, and there- 
fore less respected than his brother, he was treated 
by Henry w>th greater harshness, and soon obliged 
to sue for a reconciliation ; which by the int€»t;ession 
of the king's brother was effectecl, and served to 
check the depredations committed on Jhis Irish 
lands. Maurice Pitz-Gerald, dreading the conse- 
queiiees of his resentment, thought it expedient to 
repair to Liondon, that by the mediation of the king 
he might be reconciled to a powerful young ior^ 
now restored to the royal favor, and prevent the 
conseqacnees of a dangerous family feud. In the 

Ercsence of Henry and his nobles,, be exculpated 
imself by oath from any part or concurrence m the 
death of Ridiard ; yet, for the sake of peace, and 
. rekpration of ainity between their noble houses, pro- 
posed witliout demy to found a well-e&dmved ma- 
/ " nastery^ 
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nafeterf, furnished with a reverend conventual b6dt, 
tof'^ifflbr up their constant pmyers for the soUiof tlife 
unhappy earl. 

A FORMAL reconciliation was thus aYiected^ and Math. 
Matirice was preparing to depart^ when Pedlim^Pa"^- 
prittce of Connaught, suddenly appeared at the 
cmirt of England^ having at length obtained an op^ 
portunity of pleading his giievances, and display-- 
ing the oppressions of De Burgo. This lord, soon 
after the death of earl Richard^ had; by the rcsto* 
ration of his kinsman Hubert to sonie degree of fa* 
vor, been encouraged to repair to England^ and 
attend upon the king/ who received him with an 
appearance of fiivor, though not uninformed of 
the violence of his conduct, and the many instances; 
t« which he had presumed to despise the royal au-^ 
thority. He only ventured to insinuate in a lettertJI. 19. 
with which this lord was honored soon after his re-^Hen. UI. 
turn, that he should be catreiul, by a more punctual ' fy^ 
and ready compliance with his orders for the^fu-^ .;a 
ture, to obviate all suspicions which might be en-i - -' 
tertaiflcd of his disloyalty. But little aflfectcd by 
fliis gentle rebuke, he continued to indulge his am^ 
bitious views, and particularly to extend his settle- 
ments in Connaught, with an insolent contempt of 
any rights or claims of the Irish natives.. Pretences 
for hostilities were readily f^und or invented : and, 
De Burgo had the address to gain Fitz-Gerald^ the' 
chief governor, to support his interested schemes.' 
Under the pretence of repressing insurrections or Ann. 
enforcing the demands of government, they united Anon, 
iu an invasion of the terntories of Fedlim, which- ^^* 
ended in the purpose for which it was undertaken, 
the usurpation of a considerable part of this district. 
The injured chieftain, had no resource but to repeat , 
his application to the throne ; he artfoUy avoided 
to involve the chief governor in his accusation, con- 
fined his con\pIaint to the excesses of De Burgo, and 
so effectually did he plead his cause, that the king, 
now happily disposed to redress all wrongs, ordered 

Fitz- 
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f^jA?;-(feral4 to t»kethe s^^ei^iest wd w^% e^Mua) 
mewupes fQX reproasdiiff tl^e ()^utr«|;es of t)^is pcoMd 
baron, and re-e»tablisG|ng the )nsh pnac^ ^n fiiU 
pos^QW^ii of bisi riglits, 

Thiji ^npejir^uce erf i^uity, 9^ attention to ikm 

righte of )iia ^r^sb tributaries g^m to I^ave boeq 

coasidored by Uie l^iog as a matter of no ^naaU mor 

%"W- r^t It na* soou succeeded bv a requisition to* aU 

(he toparehs who had eubinitted^i or ^ere supposec) 

to be well-affected to hiiHi to re^r to ^is i^n4iur4 

wkh their forced:, in o^der to aasist him against th^ 

king of Scotland; «« tbey hoped to find resourco 

|n himji in their neceissities, ^nd that he shoijd ex^ 

tend his ^ivce to them^ on their petitions. A sud^ 

den accommodation prey^^ed him from dispover^ 

ing the efk^ pf his letters, ^hich were addressed tQ 

. lipy^fil chiefs^ who^ notwithstanding any ^rmer en« 

gagementa, yt^T^ disaffected, if not his open fnd 

ia45, g.yowed adv^rsariei«|. Jn the foUowing year, how-. 

Anon, ^ver^ Fedlim hvl an Qpportunity of appro\iag hk^ 

gratitude by t^ttendin^ Fitz-(|er«ti^ intp Wales, an4 

p^formiqg goodi services ^gamst prince David. \i^ 

which he nad the greater merit, as he was tl^ ooIy 

^ef eiti|er «f tJ^ trisl^ or Eqglish r^^ i^Jio pbeyed 

tl\«^ 

• * The Ung^ tetter a^d kh& name? of Ae Irish ^mfe, atf k»^ givei^ 
^om R^^ier; (torn, u p. 426.) and the Jiis^ of names possibly compre*, 
^nda air ^ inpsTt of ^lK}^.(p}u^aa^ ^^^^K ^Sf^). ^^P^ ^um) 8iibmitted| 

^' ^e;c D^oa^p ^, de. Tf rcumall, [i. e. Tifconael}, sakitem, 
" Cum pijoyocaute nps ii\|uif^ xj^9 Scotia, jam hs^ ipi;9ppjaf av^rimu^* 
^Mnsur^ere in ipsum "^ro pluiil)^ itransgressionib^s, qu^^ 

V uknsceridiB n»i^ i|i^aa'gratis nobfs emea^are. yoloerfl: de diJ^i6o«i 
« restr^ copfidentes, qviod in ^.ac f xpoditione apa^a s^ttsS^iim yMnm^ 
M DiQ|)ia depute non v^^tis, yol^ roan^axiius^ quateaus una cum. Jos^ 
«< iiciario nostrp {liberi^as, & aUis fidelibi;^. nostris Bil»^rniaiy qui ia 
«.< proximo ad partes Sjeotise verituri sunt, a^^ raimipos nostros ioidenj 
«' gnkraai<^, talem & lam poteutom suceuisiim nobis impend^ie vBtitis^ 
<< perspndkflti venieiijdo cam iptiis, boua §^ent^ muiiiU^ Quod^'iii Oj^ceaail^* 
<' te v^stra, ad i^ confidentius confugcre debeatisi Nosqui^ pro suecar* 

V sa vei^ro, a,d prega nostras nobi^ impeod^adOj^ ^jratiiua quam a aobia 



ike gavemor waa directed to 9d4r«tt hims^ toRymer. 
eiKdila .^ii»4 ik^i^ disposHiom, and to Msure tkem 
pf ^e fpyaJl fiiiKtf a» tbciir ooiRjj^aiice^ and a share 
of ^iiob (HiQ^q^fitv^^nig^t^il^iRittde hy tkw uMiit^ 



?* Teste r^e, apud Stauaford septimq die Julii. 
** ^CNdem modo scribitur, 
I^BtMtiiQ- i^io aucnfidam Rsg^, (mu. CQ^nacht^) Sp Hibernic^ mo-y 
masch. QonuAa.) 

Uh^^nlu^ (I e. O'Hanlon.) , ^ 

BftBN O^Nel regi de Kinelun, (i. e, Kinel-eogaia rivf^ TiR-0we!|.1 

0'CnAT4!f, (I e. O'Cat^ak.) 

DOMBNALD M^CrDANIVlf 

Mac-An£gus, (i. e, MxcQiiipus,) 

Mac-Kaetan. 

MiM>OH,LB>i9Bi, (dux (yNi|i&an:(iii da ClannaMa \t\ ^gr6 Daneot 

si.) 
Q. f* LBN r^ dp Tttrteri (i. e. 0•F^.^»N rpgi de Hy-Turtria re^poafl^ 

i^ comitatu Atttrim lacui Neach cpntcfm^na.) 
'|tf ag^Maphanan, (i e. Mac- Mahon.) , 
MAC'O'CALifBRy, (prinapeoi es^Q auspicor QBtmannomm Waterforw 

dieosimn,) 
PoNouoR O'BRiif l^lius Qunec^n Ciuivrai;ti de Tiiodixiead» 0^ e. 

CoHNORb'flRiEN deThiomond.) 
pDRWACLfftHAH MACAEi^y de Dessefnom, 0. e. Cobbcac Mac-Ar- 

THY d«t DesmoDd.) ^, 

Rot O'Falaner ^e peisia, (i. 9. P^Faolj^ de Pesies basonifb i^ 

poinitatu SVaterf^d.]! 
i RicARi>o MACHERMBKBir'de Dessni.) 
PomT-OrvBNifEii <^aFernp|uy, (potbia Q'CaNBQS d^e Fermoy regi- 

(|Be ia con^tAtR Cork,) 
Shonethbr P -Caf^ebcv de Corrac^ 
Mathulaxec P*Rewe de Ochonilf, ((yKE;.tY d^ Cripch-Cualai^ 

leetooe la roodarao eomiUtu dd Wichlow.) 
MvBTHAD MaoBrih de Natberlacb (p«tiu9 de RANaoan logioRa 

de O^RRi»»iA com. de WioWow,) 
f< Praedicta nomina, quoad ficuit, duximus exDoaeR^^- ^A gTf^4p^'nt 
i* Hberaiciestudiesorum.'* Harm, 
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'The delay of Fitz-0eratd in leadhi^ Ks siic- 
eoiirs into Wales, to which Henij affected to jm- 
Math, pute the disgraces and distresses or his expedition, 
P*™- is said to be the cause of his removal' from the Irish 
government^ by nHbich, a popular loi<d, ivith a pow- 
erful following, indifferent to the interests of a so- 
vereign by whom he was disobliged was sent into 
the South to raise new commotions among the most 
turbulent and inveterate of the Irish natives. He 
had no occasion to enter into plots or confederacies^ 
to disturb the public peace. The Geraldines and 
their associates only proceeded to enlarge tbeir set- 
tlements, and to extend their encroachments on the 
A«B. bloody sept of Mac-Arthy, and all the rage'of war 
Innirf. ^^g instantly kindled in their quarter of the inland. 
^^- The death of Richard De Bur^o, Hugh De Lacy, 
and Geoffiy De Maurisco, which happened nearly 
at the same period, produced new commotions. The 
chiefs of Tirconnel in . the North had taken arms 
immediately on the departure of Fitz-Oerald to the 
Ann. war in Wales ; but at his return were, by the assist- 
Anon, ance of Pedlim, soon reduced. They were now 
**^' encouraged to resume their hostilities, which the 
new governor, son of Geoffry, was immediately 
called to suppress ; and found an obstinate enemy, 
which it was the whole business of his administrati- 
on to subdue: nor was this effected but by the 
concurrence of some neighbouring Irish chiefe, who 
thus revenged their private qnarrels on the priixce 
of Tirconnel. Nor did the western part of Ireland 
coftiinue to enjoy the advantages of Henry's pro^ 
Davyi. *^^*'^"- Walter, successor of Richard de Burgo, 
had married the daughter and heiress of Hugh De 
Lacy ; and being of consequence invested with .the 
earldom of Ulster, was enabled by so vast an acces- 
sion of power to assert the claims of his fe^mily in 
Connaught with the more imperious violence, Fed- 
lim was on some pretence of disaffection once more 
driven from his territory, and once more had the 
q>irit to regain it by force of arms^ and to maintain 

bin 



cii.i. ipinrr III. «» 

his r^g^ ^^unat tbe great £i%lhfa: lotds. l^eJIjiir. 

spise the rayal authcurity ; on the enorease of these ^^ 
disoffdersjbeir confidence rosegraduaily to tbehigh^ 
est pitch : (hey were ever the secret enemies^ some-^ 
times the avowed adversaries of eadi other ; and in 
many places^ where they 1^ obtained settlements/ 
the ns^vves were first driven into insiinrections by 
their cruelty^ and then punished with dcmble crudty 
for their resistance. 

In a country thus oppressed by severity^ and 
harassed b;^ mutual competitions^ the first svmp^ 
toms pf a disorder which jHoved so fiital to Ireland^ 
could n€^ fail to mark this wretched period of petty 
tymnnies. The English laws which had been sa ^ 
spleinnly accepted and established^ were soon found 
to be a system unfriendly to of^ression^ Too se* 
vere in punishing^ th^se outrages wbieh subvert the 
peace of society^ and too indulgent to th^ right* 
and profierties of inferiors^ they were sccNrned l^ 
an imperious aristocratic faction^ who^ in tbephreaxy 
of ra|)ine and ambition^ trampled on the most salu« 
tai;y institutions; and by oppressing those immedi^ 
irfbdy below them, taught them to become oppres'*- 
•ors, and to stop that current of equity and justice 
which was their own most effectual security. So 
early as the year 12S8, a remonstrance appears to 
have been made to the king against this dangerous 
neg^lect and suspension of the laws ; so that he judgr 
ed it necessary to transmit his mandate to the chirf 
governor for suppressing this innovation. * HeCl. is; 
directed that the whole body of nobility, knii^hts, ?'Jl^- 



* " Rex dilecto k fideW, suo Ricbardo de Biirgo, jasttctario suo Ht- 
'^ berniae, salutem. Mandamus vobis firiniler pnecipientej, quatenus 
" certo die & loco, facialis venire coram vobis archiepiscopos, episccy- 
"* po8, abbates pnores, comity, & berones, milites, & libefe-teiieatea^ ft 
*^ ballivoa singulorum comitatuum,'^ coram eis pubiice \egi faciatiscai^ 
^* tarn domini Johahnis regis, patris nostri, cui sigiiliun suum est, qnam 
*^ fieri fecit & Jurari a ma^natibus Hibernise, de legibus & conaibeladt- 
•« mbu8 Anglise con^erVandis iu Hibernia. £t prsecipiatis, eis ex parta 
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Ire&-tenalite^ and bafliflSi of the MV«ifdi cMiAtie«, 
flbMld be edhveMd; tha^i tibre ehait^r ^sf £ngtlsh 
laws and eufltoins raeeh^d ft^tri king dFoAitii aiM to 
whsck they were bound by <Mith> ^ould b)fe read 
over m their prtiaefiee ; that diey ^^hould be dif^ted^ 
for the fixture^ 8tri(;tiy to observe and adhere to 
Aese ; and that ^Mclacnation should be «i«de^ in 
every conntj of Ireland, of thiB tojbi tfMindafte^ 
stttctly eivfikSKoi; obodiemte on pain of forfeitare of 
lands and tenements. How little (gS^sA s^^ pro- 
duced by this cM-dei*, and hoiv justly the opposition 
to the course of English law is imputed to the sreat 
lords of irelaud^ we learn from a mandate o? the 
CL 80. same kind in the year 1M6, in wbiek the bfm>ns are 
U. lU. oemmaiided^ that for the pea^se and ti'sui^illil^ ^i 
the land Aey may^ permUt it to be gofemed 1^ tlie 
hK^% of Enffbmd. 

Am> while these j^owerfol loida thus stfbvcMed 
ihe peade and aectinty of the En^liife tefirilofies^ 
with respect to the Ifish natives, they were stiU less 
teatrained in their violences^ as these neithcar daimed 

"' ' nor 

' M Hotlnt siiod Ugm iDae k opnsudtudides ifi carta pAcdicta eomkiMB^Ai 
*• csetero nrmiter teneant & observenC Et koc idem per siagaloa comitatua 
'^ Hibemie clamari faciatis & teneri, prohibentes firmiler ex parte nostra^ 
^ et super foritffacturam nostram ne quis contra hoc mandatum nostrum 
^ venite pneaumst. £o eitcepto, quodtiec de morte nee da eatallis fiHbe^ 
M Bensium oociaonHn nihil aiatuatur ex parte ncatra dtm quindcfcim dki 
/* a die SaHcti Michtelid, anno re^i nostro duodecimo^ suffer quo r8»* 
/^ pectuHndedimns magnatibus nostris Hibemiae usoue adterminum prae^ 
** dictunii Teste me ipso apad Westm^ 8vo die Maii anno regni nostrl 
*»i2mo.'* F^n. Anim. 9dl. 
♦ " Rei, dikcto, &c. 

** Quia pro communi utilitate terrge Hibemise, 8c pro unitate? tefrfamm 
. * regisy rex tuU &^ de eommuni consilio re^s provisum est quod omnes 
** leges & consuetudines quae in regno Angliastenentur in Hioernia tene^ 
**' aiHttr, at eadem terra eisdera legibus sul^aceat, Ss per easdeift r^atur, 
^ aicut dominus Johannes rex cum ultimo esset in Hibemia atatuit 6c fieri 
•* nwDdavit Quia etiam ren ruk quod omnia brevia de cfmnMunt jure 
' <f* q«» curruniin Anglia sisnaliter curraat in Hibemia aub novo sigtlio 
^ ngis. Mandatum est archie|»aoopb, dkx quod pro pace Sr traifquil- 
^ litAte ^uadem terrsB, per easdem legas eos deduci &. regi permiaaikty k 
^ «aaia omnibus aaquantuh In eujus^ A^c/'' Prynn. 
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not enjoyed the ben^ts of the English constitutioti. 
. It hath already appear<#d that in their earliest stipu* 
latiofis with Henry llie second^ ,the currency of 
thdr own old laws and customs was provided for^ 
by those who became tributaries to the crown of 
EJogland. And these laws and customs^ and these 
orily were continued^ evieri in the territories of those 
chie&who were best affected to the English ffOvem- 
ment. Fediioi^ the petty king of Connaught^ was 
so &r from ooQceiving that he or his people had 
acquired the valuable rights of English subjects, in 
their full extent, that, in a remonstrance to the king 
against the damages he had sustained by Walter DeHymer* 
Burgo; he charges tlie burning of churches and the^^j^Y^ 
massacre of his priests and monks, at three thousand terarum" 
marks. As the English power was extended, thbaa Turr. 
motley mixture of Irish tributaries and EnglishLoi^ 
subjects, proved of the most essential prejudice ta 
the peace and welfare of the nation. The rights^ 
proi^rties, and even lives of the natives w€ure par-^ 
tictdarly at the mercy of aspiring and rapaciooa^ 
barons, who, if too insolent to allow to their fellow- 
sulnects those privileges which they justly claimed^ 
had still less remorse in taking advantage of the 
weakness of those who claimed no such privileges, 
and making them feel the most afflicting conse* 
quences of their inferiority. The Irish were not 
long insensible of this disadvantage; they had 
learned by melancholy experience the superior 
security which their neighbours enjoyed,, aiid ha- 
rassed as they were on every side, .by their native 
chiefs, and the more ^powerful English lords, we 
have instances in this reign of a few tlie most peace- Prynn. 
able among them suing for a royal paten t> by which CI. 37 
they might enjoy the rights of English subjects, ^®^'^^'* 
and on meir plea of fidelity and good/services ad- 
mitted by the king to a participation of these rights,- 
notwithstanding they wei^ detiied to their country- 
Ihen in general*. 

V^L. I. 2P Extra- 

♦ There are innumerable records of these grants made lo indi?iduaU 
of the Irish race. I produce the earliest we find in this reign, as it 
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Extravagant and absurd as We may deem tiifti 
general exclusion of the natives from the protection 
of the English laws^ yet it arose neither from the 
want of equity, nor of disceitiment in th6 Engiidi 
monarehs. The necessities and {M^essingemei^^cic^ 
of the reign of Henry the second prevented the 
reduction of the idiand, and produced a treaty 
whereby the Irish were left in possesnoti of Uiefr 
imtient jurisdiction. Whatever may have becA the 
r^resentations of political and hiietoricid \irriters, 
it IS too evident that at that time theyfrieithier d«* 
sired nor accepted the Englidi laws. They neitlieir 
knew the superior advantages of another constitu^- 
tion, n6r traced their distir^sses to tile inreguhuitie^ 
and imperfections of their ow^; which bad been 
sanctified by the usage of ages, by the fiibulous or 
exaggerated traditions of their famous ktngs and 
lawgivers, vTas inextricably interwovwi With their 
manners, and with these, had taken Coo deep ami 
extensive root to be at once removed by the greatest 
violence : and violence was neither originally exert- 
ed, nor intended, for this purpose. Time, itideed 
and a continued intercourse with the new settlers, 

taugtit 

sHews evidently how fkr the benefits of &ng1i9h law wecte extended, or 
nieanttobe extended in Ireland: and that tlie^^ were neither graDled. 
originally nor claimed, nor enjoyed by the Irish in general. A poiqt too - 
BTident to be so often repeated and enlarged on in this history, biit for the. 
confused and mistaken representations of some political wnters who do- 
duce the most important consequences from their own erroneous coac^ 
tions. 

" Rex Justiciario Hibemiae salatem. Monstravit nobis Mamorch 
** O'Ferthierum & Rothericus frater ^us quod antecessores sui, & ipsi * 
** (licet Hibemenss) semper tamen firmitfer fuenint ad fidem & servitium . 
** nostrum Sc predecessorum nostrorum regum Angl. ad ooiiqaestiiin 
** una cum Anglicis faciendum super Hibernenses: & ideo vobis man- 
** damus, quod si ita eat, tunc noa permittas ipsos M. & R. rcpelli quia 
** pos^sint terras vindicare in quibus jus habent, ^cut quilibet AngHcus, 
*« quia si ipsi & antecessores sui sic se habuerunt cum Angheis, cjuaoi' 
**^ vis Hibernenses, injustum esset licet Uibernbnsbs siy*Fy q«K)d 
'**ExcBPTioNE QUA REPF.I.LUNTVR tiiBBRKENsss * vindiofttioue t«rra« . 
^ rum «t aliis repellantnr/' 
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ta«)|^lft some amoqg them to sacrifice their natioiiid 
prejudices to their interest and security; pointed i 

out the superior s^dvantages of their English neigh* 
hours, and drove them to seek shelter from their 
.wrongs^ within the p^le of Englisli law : and the 
re94u^^^ of Henry the third \n receiving theiQ, 
dlir^ects us plainly to the true cause, which for a long 
time fatally opposed the gradual coalition of ^e 
Irish and English race, vinder one form of govern- 
meat. The ffreat English settlers found it more 
for tfa^ir iTi)inediate interest;, that a free course should 
be left to their oppressions ; that many of thos^ 
whose lands they coveted should be considered as 
alliens ; that tliey should be furnished for their petty 
wars by arbitrary exactions; and in their rapines 
and massacres be freed from the terrors of a rigidly 
impartial and severe tribunal. They had the op* 
portuaity of making such representations, as they 
|>Ieasedj to the court of England, and such descrip- 
iions of the temper and dispositions of the IrisK 
as might serve their own purposes most efTectually. 
Those few who forced their way tp the throne in 
search of protection^ were received with sufficient 
grace. But in times of general turbulence and 
anarchy, it is not surprizmg that the royal grace 
should not always prove effectual. For we are not 
to imagine that this dangerous spirit of oppi*essioa 
was peculiar to the barons seated in Ireland* They 
J>ut shared in the vices of the times^ and followed 
the pfsrrnieious example of their brethren in Eng- 
land^ who despised and insulted the weakness of tb^ 
thrOne> pppqsed the execution of the laws, and by 
thepttblie contentions and disorders degenerated 
gradually into a band of outrageous plunderers^ 
ravaging each other, and tyrannizing over their . . 
infenoFS, in all the meanness of despotic insolence. 
Tq repress the violences of his barons in Ireland, 
some feeble efforts were made by Henry, by send- 
ing a succession of Englishmen to the government^ 
nocoiinected with the powerful settlei-s, without 

partiali-k 
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partialities or private views, but addicted solely to 
Hwmer. the service ctf their master. We find the nUines of 
Alan de la Zouch, Stephen Longespee, William 
Den, Richard de Capella, David Barry, Robert de 
Ufford, Richard de Exeter, James Audley, all en- 
trusted vfith the administration of government ih 
this kingdom, and succeeding each other at such 
short intervals as plainly indicate distraction in 
English councils, as well as an irregular and dis- 
ordered state of things in Ii^land. But in the year 
1253, a measure was pursued, which might have been 
attended with important consequences, had England 
been more composed, or the advantages of a regular 
and peaceable establishment of Ireland, justly and 
Mttth, distinctly considered. On the marriage of the 
^^^- gallant prince Edward with the Infanta of Spain^ 
the king vested him, among other territories, with 
the whole land of Ireland (except the cities of 
Jlym«r. Dublin and Limerick, with their counties, the town 
of Athlone, and some inferior districts lately grant- 
ed or promised ; excepting also the lands of the 
church, and custody of vacant churches) to be 
held by him and his heirs : provided that the lands 
thus granted should not be separated from the 
Ilym^, crown, but remain for ever to the * kin^s of Eng- 
land, and held by a delegated authority. The 
' cities and counties reserved in this first grant were 
by a subsequent deed ceded to the prince, together 
with the debts and arrears due to the crown, and the 
issues and revenues of all the lands, except those 
alrising from the vacancies of cathedrals, erosBes^ 
and abbies : and the whole grant at first executed 
in Gasoony, was afterwards duly ratified and con^ 
firmed ^ under the great seal of England. So that 
RymcF the lands poi^essed or claimed b*y the king*g subjects 
€xCarnw,ii^ Ireland^ vrere now ca^Ued the lands of lord Ed* 
S^**^- ward, 

♦ Such are the ve(ry words of the eharter.-— " Ita tamen quod yim% 
dictae terrse & castra oiuuia nuac^uam separentur a corona, sed u^t^ 
|jfe ^man?ant asGiBUt Auglia^ in perpetuum," 
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ward/the officers and ministers of government werfe 
stUed the officers of Edward lord of Ireland^ and Davys, 
the writs ran in this prince's name. 

Some time after these grants^ Edward was dhrect-Byiher. 
ed hy his father to entrust the province of Gascony 
to his officers^ and to repair to his Irish ffoyemment, 
for the more effectual reformation and settlement 
of the state. And happy had it becn^ if a young 
prince of such distinguished abilities had really as- 
sumed the reins of government in Ireland, and 
exerted himself effectually in the reformation and 
settlement of this kingdom. But the disorders and 
misfprtnnes of his lather's reign found sufficient 
employment for his active spirit. So that the affairs 
of Ireland' were conducted by deputies, without 
sufficient force or support; and every act of the 
prince's government was watched narrowly by those 
who rulm in the king's name, and were alarmed atMatth. 
the spirit of his son. They sometime superseded Parb. 
his writs as irregular and illegal: sometimes, com-Prynn. 
manded that his officers and wardens of castles Brady, 
should not be admitted or obeyed, without the 
king's letters patent ; con troled him in his attempt 
to appoint a deputy : and commanded de la Zouch, 
to acknowledge no superior but the king, nor to 
resign his authority without the royal mandate. In 
the latter and more composed part of this reign, 
yfhen Edward might have influenced the affairs of 
Ireland most essentially even by his presence, the 
passion for crusades, at this time the favorite ob- 
ject of the noble and the brave, drove him into the 
East, where he endangered his life in a romantic 
pursuit of honor, instead of acquiring the real 
and solid honor of civilizing, and rescuing, a dis- 
ordered people from the bitterness of oppression 
^nd intestine tumult. , . 

Irelako in the mean time, felt all the melan-i 
<^holy effects of a feeble government, an aspiring 
nobility, laws suspended and controled, factions 
engeuaered by pride and oppression^ the anarchy o€^ 
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tte <M ism^eB, the injustice of the new settkm^ local 
Aaft. feuds^ aoii barbarous massacrea. Brian O'Nial of 
l^g^ Tir-iOwen, who with his principality inherited an iii- 
^^^ jreterate aversion to English government, rosd up 
in anna, eompelled some neighbouring chiefe tp 
|oin his standard^ and spread confusion through all 
the North. Stephen Longespee was called out to 
oppoae him> and notwithrtanding some advaqtage 
^med in the fields would have tound it difficult to 
auppress this insurrection^ had not the Irish prmee 
faUen by the treachery of his own people, in the 
Souths the Garaklines had for some time kq>t the 
state of an independent sept^ supporting themselvea, 
since the removal of Maurice Fitz-Gf itild from the 
government by their own power^ and making w^ar 
and peace by tiieir own authority. They had mor- 
JW4' tified the Desmonians by their increasing conse*^ 
quence^ and provoked them by their severities. But 
the fierce and warlike race of M&c- Arthy^ encourag* 
ed by the death of Maurice^ suddenly took arms^ 
and thr^tened his family with the most dee^rate 
vengeance. Each party was eager to take the fields 
where a desperate engagement was at length finally 
decided in lavor of the Irish, who pursued their 
advantage with all the rage of implacable animosity, 
ff'WMr. 'I^Ifomas Fitz-Gerald and his son, eij^hteen barons^ 
fifteen knights, and many of inferior note wera 
slain on the part of the Geraldiues : who thus lost 
their power, and for some time lived in perpetual 
terror of the Irish, sept. 

In this contest, the Mac-Arthys affbeted only to 

defend their rights against the invasion of a neighs 

bouring clan, and were so far from openly decWms 

against the English government^ that ^t the very 

jif^^ time of their greatest sucpess, a new deputy landed 

hiui£ on their cofist, was received with the reverence due 

MSS. lo y^ commission, 9lld passed unmolested to the 

seal; Of government. The conqi}erors proceeded 

to demolish the castles erected by their rivals i an4 

(^tad with success^ turned their arm? iigfiifiat soinQ 

IrisU 
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Mrii septs wh6 kad provc^ed their resentment 
Walter ue Bui^ was soon involved in these petty 
quarrels whidi interfered with the pretensions ci 
his family^ or promised to ^ive them possession of 
some districts yfhkk he claimed or coveted. He 
marched ag^ainst the Mac-Arthys^ slew their leader, 
ravaged their country, ^nd obliged them to give Ana. 
hostages fi^ the performance of such severe condt*|^^^ 
tions as he was pleased to impose. This GeraUfoies * 
seizeA tbe advantage of this reduction of their ene^ 
iBies^ revived their otd claims^ assumed their former 
port ; but soon found they had a ne# and pow- 
erful adversary to encounter. De B^rgOy whose' 
oligect was the same with theirs, and who fought for 
the aggrandizement of his fiimily, deemed both his 
honor and hh interest concerned in queHin^ these . 
aspiring mals. Tfaetr feuds were vrolent atid 
bloody, and for ^ long time continued to q^read 
distraetioti and calamity, to the utter disgrace of the 
English government. The deputy attempted to in-t^ 
terpose his autboritv ; when Fitz-Maurtce and jPitz**™™*' 
Thomas, heads of the Geraldine faction, Suspeetii^ 
him of too great partiality to their antagonist, pro* 
ceeded to an act of violence which even the Mac* 
Arthys had scrupled to commit ; seized his person at 
a conference, and sent him with Richard De Burgb, 
son of Walter, and some other lords, prisoners to one 
<tftheii' castles. 

Seen an outrageous defiance of authority rakedi 
aiusl and general alarm. The enemies of tbeOe^ 
nildines in particular inveighed loudly agaiifist their 
dai^erous insolence. An assembly was convened 
at iRlkenny to consider of the remedies to be ap- 
plied to the disorders of the kingdom : and at their 
requiisition, the impritoned npbles were set ai liberty. 
Henry^ who received the most alSecting inepi*0senta<4iNd» 
tions of these excesses, tould infteipose no &rtber 
than by writing to the rival lords, and ccmmaiMlhigChflL 
them to suspend their animosities, and to preserve 
the public peace. Barry, an active deputy, seized 

the 
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fbe cflisties of the 'Geraldinei^^ and employed tbe 
forces of the state in confining them within such 
bounds as might prevent all ganger and disturbance :. 
while De Burgo^ more the object of royal favor, wasr 
ao elated as to make the most extensive demands up- 
on the territories of Connaught, and bid defiance tov 
all the rights and properties reserved by the native 
chiefs. iEth O'Connor, successor of Pedlim, rose up^ 
^okf. agi^nst his encroachments ; which was represented 
MSS. as an open and audacious rebellion against his liege 
Haomer. lord king Henry. Walter marched against him, but* 
had the mortification to receive a signal defeat: nor* 
did he long survive this disgrace. 

The example of these > great rival lords Hw^as 
naturally followed by their immediate inferiors. 
Ann. CUdms} pretensJbns, and contests, multiplied with- 
l^gg[' but number; and all quarters of the* kingdom were 
filled with petty feucls, the result of avarice and 
pride. Dearth and disease were the inevitable con« 
sequences of such extensive confusion, which en- 
creased by seasons remarkably severe and tempestu- 
ous, aggravated the misfortunes of the kingdom, with- 
out suspending those animosities which produced 
such malignant effects. 

To heighten the calamities of this dreary period 
yet further, the severest exactions were made on Ire- 
land, both by the king, in his real or pretended neces- 
Pryn. sities, and by the pope, in prosecution of his schemes 
H*^ ill ^^^^ ^^ avarice or ambition. In the year 1226, a 
' fifteenth of all cathedral churches and religious 
houses, and a sixteenth of all other ecclesiastical re-- 
venues, were demanded by the king, with the concur- 
Pat. & rence of the pope. His quarrels with the Scots, with 
CI. var. the Welsh, with France, with the king of Castile, 
were all made the occasions of lar^e demands both 
. on the clergy and laity. But those of the see of Rome 
were still more grievous and oppres^ve : in England 
H*wn' Iht^ywereodious; in Irelafid, utterly intolerable Here, 
th^ wretched laity were stripped even of their very 
! ueces*. 
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necessaries^ the churches of all their orm^ments, to 
supply the rapacious demands of legutes and nun- 
cios. The king, however solicitous to secure the 
favor and support of Rome, and of consequence 
disposed to countenance those exactions, yet some* 
times found it necessary to yield to the general da* 
mor,^ and to control them not only m England 
but in Ireland: Legates w^ere sometimes refused CI. «^ 
admittance into Ireland without the royal licence. Sf^ji'^* 
They pleaded the necessity of repairing thither, touga. lit 
confer absolution on those who ip the public com* 
motions had laid violent hands upon the clergy ; a 
spiritual power not to be entri&ted but to the im* 
mediate delegates of the sovereign pontiff. The pre- 
tence could not be absolutely rejected in these times 
of superstition ; but strict injunctions were sent to 
government, that the legantme authority should be 
confined to this single object; so that these ministers 
of oppression were obliged to recur to private and 
clandestine management, when the rapacious de- 
mand could not be openly avowed. 

With the same effix)ntery as in England, at- 
tempts were made to overspread the kingdom with 
Itaban ecclesiastics. The boldest remonstrances ^1- *^ ^ r 

were made to the king against this scandalous abuse **^' ^^ 
of investing proud and luxurious foreigners with 
the dignities and revenues of the Irish church, who 
contemptuously refused to engage in the duties of 
their function, or to reside in me country which 
they pillaged by their extortions. The com[daint 
appeared so just and urgent, that the king, who 
had scarcely power to mamtain a regular- govern-^ 
ment in Ireland, much less to support measures uni« 
vei'sally obnoxious, was obliged to interpose his au-> 
thority, and, ^by letter to his chief governor, di- ^ 

rected that the pope's agents should not only be 
ptevented from extorting in^ney from, the ecclesias- t 

tics^ but from making such snameful dispositions of 1 

their benefices. But the clergy h^d hot only the 
partialities of the pope^ but thos6 of Henry himself 
rVoi,.!. SG to • \ 
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M> contend with. The neg^lected, th^ worthless^ or 
.the depressed, among ^heir English brethren, sought 
^efuge in the-church of Ireland ; to the utter mor- 
tification and discontent of the whole body of wcle- 
43iastics, both of the Iri^h and the English race, who 
regarded them as^aliens, and deemed the invasion 
of what they called their own rights eauitlly oppres- 
sive, whether Italy or England furnished this series 
of emigrants. . Though forced to submit to the 
royal authority, strengthened, by that of the pope, 
they yet determin^ to exert all the power they had 
left, against the invasions of the^e strange clergy *. 
Qy.abold and viptept ordinance, it was agreed, 

that 



' * The Irish dergy were possessed with exalted ideas of the dignity 
and glory of. their 4)wn church. Tljey trmniphed in theic long cata- 
logue of saints, and the legendary histories of their piety, purity, rigid 
iiicipUne, and stupendous^ miracles: and affected to scorn these new 
ihtrudere, ahd to dread their dontamination. To swell this spiritaai 
pride, .'Laurence O'Toole, thar famous archbishop of Dublin, haA 
been some time since lanonized by pope Honorius. Biit what were the 
manners, at lea^t of some among them, and how dangerously they had 
been infected by the popularVices of these unhappy times, we learo 
from the following curious petition of a widow, in the reign of Edward 
tlie first. Vid. Prynn. vol. iii. p. 243. 

'* Margaret le Blunde, of Cashel, peiiiious our lord the king^s gra(!e^ 
that bbe may have her inheritance which she recovered at Clonmell lie- 
•* fore the kfng's jud«^es, *&c. against David Mncmackerwayt bidhop of 
^Oashel. 

.*' Jtem, the said Margaret petitions redress on account that her &ther 
** was killejl by the said bishop. 

"Item, for the imprlsonmLmt of her grandfather and mother^ 
•* whoTli he shut up artd detained in prison until they perished by fa- 

* mine,, beeausrt? they 'attempted to seek- redress for the death of their 
*i so;i, fat her-of your |H)titioner, who had been killed by the said bishop. 
**Itiim, fur the tiet^th of her six brothers and sisters, who were starved 
•' to death by the said, bishop, Ijccause'he had their inheritance in his 

* hands at the time lie killed their father. 

- *' And it i^ to [je noted, that the said bishop had built an abbey in the 
y i;ity of Cashel, on the king's lands granted for this purpose, which 
•J he hath filled with robbers, who murder the En^lisli, and d^populute 
** the country ; and \liai when die council of our lord the king attempts 
*« to take cofrnizaiiet? of the offence, he fulminates the sentence of ex- 
** c<4inmui»vuliou agmnst them. '* * ^^^ 

"It 
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ihdt iib lifiAn of the EAglish hatioh should HBe a^Rymerex 
mitted or received into a canonicate in any one of the Autogr. 
Irish churches: nor could the kitig repress this spi-:|^* q' 
rit but by application to the pope ; who, in his buIF 
addressra to the prelates and chapters of Irelatid, 
represents their ordinance as the effect of envy ancT' - '* 
unchristian partiality, and a design to establish liere- 
ditkry right in God's sanctuary ; commanding that 
it should oe formally rescinded, within the space of 
pAe mbnth, and in case of a refusal, threatening to 
rescind it by the plenitude of his authority; and to 
commission the prdates of Dublin and Ossoi-y to 
declkre it, in his name, absolutely null and void. . ; 

Nor is this the only instance in which the daring . . , 4* 
spirit bf these ecclesiastics was experienced. Inde- 
fatigable in their encroachments on the civil power, 
arid :^ealdus in their attempts to extend the jurisdic-f 
tioti of t^eir courts, they were ever seeking occasi- 
ons of dilute and litigation, and artfully contrived* * 
to draw eVery suit into the sphere of their own tri- 
bunals; so that the king was obliged to direct his Pat. 18 
deputy to confine them to^the cognizance of causes *I^*1^^- 
testamentary or matrimonial. The case of bastardy, 
it is well known^ was in England violently agitated' 
in this reign. Children born before wedlock, were 
by the common ligtw adjudged incapable 6f inherit-' 

ing,^ 

•* H is to be noted also, thkt'the aforesaid Margaret has five timeg cross^ 
*^ ed the Irish sida. Wherefore she petitions for God's sjtke, that the king's" ^ 

^Vgraoe .will have compassion, and that . she may be admitted to .take pos- 
•* session of her inheritance. . ^ 

**. It is further to be noted, that the aforesaid 'bishop hath been guilty 
*< of' the death of many other Englishmen besides that of her father. 

^ And that the aforesaid Margaret h^th many times obtained writs of 
*' our lord the. king, but to no effect, by reason of the influence and 
♦'bribery of the said bishop. \ > r .' JT 

" Sh^ fufthef petitions, for God's sake, that she may have costs and 
^^damages, &p. . ■ ■ ' '*.... A 

y(baX a pr^ate Yf,i» tliis, ev^ supposing the allegations aggravated ! 
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ing, as illegitiinate; the eaaon law pronounced 
them legitimate and le^ inheritora ; and of conse* 
quenee^ when the spiritual courts were directed by 
writ to try the legitimacy of any suitor^ their sen* 
teace was conformable to the canon law^ in direct 
•tat. Mer- opposition to that of the realm. The civil courts 
*«»• welPe thus obliged to change the nature of their writs, 
and confined the clergy to an enquiry into the sim- 
ple fact, whether the party had been bom before or 
after wedlock. The prelates complained of the 
innovation, and demanded in a parliament held at 
Merton, that the common law ^ould be reduced 
Pryniu to a conformity with the canon. The answer they 
u'lii ^^^^^^^ ^s famous: Nolumus leges Anglia mutari: 
' such was the spirited decision of the English nihi- 
lity. The same contest subsisted in Irdand, and 
an amplication was made to the king's courts in 
England, to decide on this point, as well as on 
some others involved in it, where the real nature 
and purport of the common law were not clearly de- 
fined. The statute of Merton was therefore trans- 
mitted into Ireland for the direction of the king's 
subjects, and the regulation of their judicial pro- 
ceedings in this kin^om. 

The very exactions made on the Irish clergy 
were the means of encreasing their turbulence and 
presumption. In return for the sums extorted firom 
them, the king thought himself obliged to pix>fess 
the utmost zeal for the defence of their rights and 
CL H. liberties. The civil power was directed to give the 
**• ^^^* same support to their sentence of excommunication 
as the law allowed to the clergy of England : and 
this instrument of ecclesiastical vengeance was le- 
velled without mercy against all who presumed to 
dispute their authority or oppose their pretensions. 
Autog^ In imitation of their brethren in England, they ex- 
A.nisL communicated the most* dignified personages of 

the 

* Stephen Longespee the king's own itaiwrd brother* was exoonw 
innnicated with all his train, by the ardibishbp of Dublin, as appears by 
a doae roll of the 36th of this reign. But Hanmer, and other ^ters, 
have recorded an instance still more extraordiiiary, of the insolence 

of 
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the kingdom the momenttfaey presumedto ditq;Hite 
the litigious claims of the church: so that the paoe 
was obHged to interpose and control this inorai-^ 
nate abuse pf spiritual authority. As the oppresi^-* 
ons they endured^ drove them to make reprisals on 
the kiiiy> extravagant impositions were exacted un- 
dar the name of oblations of the faithful. The ma- 
gistrates and citizens of Dublin presumed to inter- 
fere on this occasion^ and to circumscribe the re- 
venues of their cathedral. The archbishop instantly R^. 
fulminated a solemn eiccommuni^ation against these ^f^** 
sacrilegious invaders of his churchy and laid thcjj^^ 
whole city under an interdict. Cardinal X>ttobon 
was at hand to confirm the tremendous sentenoje. 
The citizens remonstrated ; and the cause received 
a formal hearing before the lord-deputy (Ufford) 
and the council. But here the clergy proved tri- 
umphant ; and the citizens were reduced to a com- 
position^ ridiculously abject and mortifying. It wasIUd. 
agreed that^ in case of any open and notorious of- 
fence^ (in which, no doubt, was included the offence 
of opposition to the clerical power or interest) a 
commutation, for the first time, should be made in 
money: that, in the second instance, the offender 

should 

ef a Insbop of Ferns, who excommunicated the sreat earl of Pepibrolte, 
OB the pretence that he had disseized his church of two manors. On 



the death of this earl, the bishop appeared before the king and churned 
these manors. Henry ordered him to pronounce sentence of absolutioQ ' 
at the eari*s tomb. The bishop attended him thither, and in the presence 
of the king had the insotence to pronounce with an affected dignity and 
solemnity : ** O William, thou that here liest wrapped in the bonds 
** of excommunication, if what thou hast injuriously taken away be re- 
** stored by the king, or thy heir, or thy friends, with competent satis&c- - 
** tion, I absolve thee. Otherwise, I ratify the sentence, that being 
*' wrapped in thy sins, thou mayest remain damned in hell for ever.*' As 
the heir would not give up the manors in dispute, the bishop confirmed 
his curse. And the superstitious vulgar were taught to believe, that the 
earl and his four brethren died without issue, by the immediate sentence 
of Heaven, in confirmation of that pronounced by its minister. 
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diOttUt be cudgdled round tiie chuicU; iii th^ 
thifd^ that the simie discipline shoiild be repeated 
publicly at the head of a procession ; and that m ease 
of furmer obstinacy, they should either be disfran* 
fhised, or cudffellea through the city. Such were 
the citizens, whom a king of Etigland thought it ne- 
cessary to pacify by an apology for his conduct, an^ 
f^ IMTomise of redress of ^ievanees ! 
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We ace not to expect that the state of Ire- 
land should appear essentially improved by tfae|27«' 
accession of Edward the first to the throne of' 
England. Though the high office he had enjoyed 
of lord of Ireland gave him opportunities of knowing 
its various giievances and disorders^ and though he 
had discernniQut aud abilities to apply the most ef- 
fectual remedies, yet both the political and military 
talents of this renowned prince found sufficient em- 
ployment in regulating and improving the disordered) 
state, of England, in reducing Wales, in contending 
^h\ the Scots, and in the other occupations of hi^ 
active and distinguished rei^. 

The administration of Irish government had, some . 
time before the death of Henry, been committed tOMuUifer. 
Maurice Pitz-Maurice; who seems to have been MS. 
appointed by the council upon the sudden death of 

. . Audley 



«» HISTORY OF UUIEANa B.^. 

Audley by a fiaiU from his horse. On the demise 
erf Henry^ ht received a letter in the name of his 

^T^om. successor^ notifying* his accession to the throne^ strict- 
ly enjoinin|p that the king^s peace should be main- 
taiBM and (ireserTed throogfa the land of Ireland, 
and declaring that the rights and properfiea of his 
subject^ in this kingdom should be defended by tike 
throne^ against injurious attempts of every Kind. 
At the same time, it was enj<Hned that the nolrility, 
knights, and free-tenants, should take the osuai 
oaths to their new sovereign. But such formal acts 
of ^vemment had so little tendency to control or 
temfy the disafG^ted, that Maurice was immediate- 
ly obliged to march against some insurgents who 
had destroyed several castles, and pierced even i^o 
the most iourishin^ parts of Leinster. And so well 
supported were the invaders, and such was the weak- 
ness of the governor, that his own followers be- 
trayed him to the enemy. With an insolence of 
which he had himself set the example, he was seiz- 
ed in Ophally, and committed to prison: nor had 
his-suocessor Glenvill, who had married a daughter 
of Walter De Liacy, much better success. The very 
seat of government was insulted, and in his attempts 
to suppress such audacious inroads, he had the mor- 

^ox* tification to receive a signal defeat. Ulster in the; 
mean time, was at once embroiled in civil dissenti^ 
ons, and infested by marauders from the Scottish 
isles, who carried on their depredations with impi^« 
hity, while petty factions, composed both of Eng- 
lish and Irish, pursued their private schemes of in- 
terest and revenge, and bad defiance to all legal au- 
thority. Maurice Pitz-Maurice, when released from 
his confinement, retired to his own lands, only to 
raise new commotions. Uniting with the lord The- 
obakl Butler, he made a private war upon the Irish 
of Munster, and forced the O'Briens, who had of 
late discovered a pacific disposition, to take up arms 
against the invasions of a turbulent and ambitious 
neighbour. _ 

The 
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ThiC power of the Geraldin^ had been c6nsi-A-^- 
derably encreased by the marriage of Juliana, ^^'*- 
daughter of Maurice, with Thomas de, Clare, son 
of the earl of Gloucester, a young lord of martial 
spirit, to whom Edward granted considerable lands 
in Thomondj and who now led a powerful train of 
followers into Ireland to support his tiaim. Such 
grants precipitately made, obtained by false sug- 
gestions or unreasonable solicitations, provoked the 
pride, and sometimes the just resentment of the 
natives, who were thils harassed and hunted from 
every quarter of the land. The O'Briens exclaimed Ana* 
loudly against the encroachments of thid new colo-^^ 
ny : the young English lord treated their remon- 
strances with disdain ; and the contest, as usual. Was 
soon brought to the decision of the isword. A 
signal defeat sustained by the Irish, in which the; 
chief of the O'Briens fell by the treachery of his 
own people, as his countrymen alleged, seemed to 
promise the complete establishment of the victori. 
But O'Brien had left two warlike sons, who exerted 
themsdves with the utmost vigor to avenge theif 
father's death, and assert the honor and interest of 
their sept. The war, which was renewed vnth ^ 
double fury, ended in the total overthrow of ther 
Geraldines: Many of their bravest knights Were 
slaughtered. De Clare with his father-in-law was 
driven for immediate shelter into an inaccessible 
mountain; where being blocked up by the enemy, 
and. reduced to the severest distress ef famine, they 
were at length obliged to capitulate on the most 
mortifying terms : the O'Briens were acknowledged 
sovereigns of Thomond ; hostages were given as 2L 
security for the eric, or satisfaction demanded for 
the death of their late chiefitain, according to the 
Irish custom, and the castle of Roscommon, lately 
built and strongly fortified, and which the Geraldines 
held in custody tor the king was surrendered to the 
victorious enen\y. 

Vol. I. 2H tH 
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De Clare^ who had now no resource but in the 
royal authority, sent the most pathetic representati- 
ons to the kins^ of his distress and supposed injuries. 
Edward had lately transmitted his mandate to the 

Rymer. prelates of Ireland^ to interpose their spiritual au- 
thority for allayiuff and composing' the public dis- 
orders : and^iow me news of civil war m Munster 
was followed by the most alarming accounts of in- 
surrections in Connaught, and the slaughter of the 
Irish prince of this province by a rival chieftain. 
Provoked by these multiplied vexations, he pasaon- 
ately recalled the chief governor, Ufford, into 
England; who, leaving the administration in the 

Haniner. hands of Fulbume^ a friar^ encouraged the disaf- 
fected in Leinster to renew their outrages; and 
having readily satisfied the king, who was intent on 
more pressing, and to him more important objects, 
than the setUement of this unhappy kingdom, was 
remanded to Ireland, to repress the commotions 
which his absence had excited. 

In the midst of various disorders public and 
private, where every little district shared in the ge 
neral distress, and every individual was exposed to 
danger and depredation, those Irish, who by their 
situation held a constant intercourse with the Eng- 
lish, who lay conti^ous to the county lands, or 
.whose settlements mtersected those of the king's 
subjects, found perpetual occasions to lament the 
manifold disadvantages of those old native institu* 
tione to which they were abandoned, and which ren- 
dered their lives and properties more precarious 
than those of their English neighbours, so as to 
proVoke the injustice of their enemies^ at the same 
time that they were deprived of the necessary de- 
fence. All hopes of exterminating the English 
were long since resigned. The onKr rational pur- 
pose now to be pureued, was that of acquiring the 
rights and privileges enjoyed by those with whom 
they were thus connectecl, and to change the state of 
vassals and tributaries to the king of England for 

the 
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the security and advantage of English subjects. Prynn. . 
An application was made to Ufford the chief govern- ^^• 
or, and ei^ht thousand marks offered to the king, 

Ex>yided he would grant the free enjoyment of the 
WB of England to the whole body of the Irish in* 
habitants. A petition, wrung from a people tor* 
tured by the painful feelings of oppression/ in itself 
so just and reasonable, and in its consequences so 
fair and promising, could not but be favorably re- 
ceived by a prince possessed with exalted ideas of 
pc^y and government, and, where ambition did 
not interfere, a friend to justice. The answer re- 
turned by Edward is too memorable not to be here 
inserted at large. 

^' Eldward by the grace of God, king of England, 
" lord of Ireland^ and duke of Aquitain, to our. 
^"^ trusty and well beloved Robert de UfFord, jus- 
^^ ticiary of Ireland, greeting. 

" 1 HE improvement of the state and peace of 

" our land of Ireland, signified to us by your letter, ' 

^^ gives us exceeding joy and pleasure. We entire- 

'^ ly commend your diligence m this matter, hoping, 

'^ (by the divine assistance) that the things there 

*' begun so happily by you, shall as far as in you * 

^' lieth, be still further prosecuted with the greater 

^"^ vigor and success. 

*' And whereas the * community of Ireland hath 
" made a tender to us of eight thousand marks, on 

condition 

* Whatever general expressions the king might have beeh accustomed 
|o employ, yet it seems not only improbable but impossible that the ap- 
plication could have been really made, unanimously, by all of the Irish 
race, in every quarter of the island. They had at this time no natio- 
nal council ; nor did any band of union subsist between the different 
septs. Nor could those who had but their local interests to pursue, and 
lyere^n a constant state of war with each other, be easily prevailed on, 
(even if the proposal could have been communicated) to enter into any 
amicable conference, or concert any measures for the general advantage 
of ^ the unconnected and discordant septs. Nor did those who liv^ 

moiit 
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^^ condition that we grant to them the laws of Eng- 
^' land to be used in the -aforesaid land, we will you 
f' to know, that inasmuch as the laws used by the 
''Irish are hateful to God/ and repugnant to all 
''justice, and having held diligent conference and 
" full deliberation with our council on this matter, 
" it seems sufficiently expedient to us and to our 
" council, to grant to them the English laws; po- 

Vided 

moBtdetached from the English, perceive any adv^nUge in exchanging 
their old institutions for another system. On the contrary, it was with 
the utmost labour and difficulty, and the most obstinate reluctance on 
their part, that the English law could be obtruded on them, soro^ cea» 
luries after the present period. 

The petition, it is to be observed, was for a grant of the English 
law to be used iij the land of Ireland. It is expressly called in another 
record, immediately to be quoted, the petition of the Irish of that land. 
In like manner, the king^s deputies are frequently said to be entrusted 
vjfith the custody of his umd pf Ireland; or to undertake the oustody of 
his land. By this phrase, I conceive we are to understand no more 
fhan the district possessed by the English subjects, or what is generally 
f;<ilied the English pale. That this is not a mere conjecture, appears 
from the following passage of a recofd in the reign qf JMizabeth. (Rot, 
Cane. Hib. 6 £liz. porsoi) *f Item, forasmuch as no small enormities 
t* doo grow withiq those shires [viz. Cork, Limerick, and Kerry] by 
V the continue recourse of certain idle men of lewd demeanor called 
** rymers, bardes, and dice-players, who, under pretence of their tra* 
t' vail, doo briugp privy intelligence, between the malefactour^ inhabi- 
** ting in thoise several shires, as well a^ within the lande, &c. 

Here, the lande is evidently used as the well-known denomination of 

' the district qajled the Pale, In this ^stript several septs of Jrishry had 

^n permitted to dwell, even from the time of Henry the second, who 

professed a peaceable submission to English gpveinment, without being 

lidmittcd to the privileges of English subjects. In Wicklow, even 

P) to' the seat of gpvern^ent, in Ophally, in I^^x, and otber places 
ering on the English Settlements, were many considerable chiefs 
tains with their warlike followers. 'All these, by their situation, held 
constant intercourse, had frequent contests and litigations \^ith the 
kind's subjects. They every day experienced that their lives and pro- 
perties were less defensible' than those of their neighbours ; and that 
|his inferiority every day provoked' injustice and oppression. It was 
iiatural for them to desire that thejf all might be peaceably united with 
ihobc around them, under that equitable government which by this 
iime was established too firmly to be overthro'yvn. 
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''vided always that the general consent of our 
'' people^ or at least of the prelates and nobles of 
''that land^ vrell affected to us^ shall uniformly 
" concur in this behalf. 

" We therefore command you, that having en- 
'' tered into treaty with these Irish people^ and ex- 
'' amined diligently into the wills of our commons^ 
" prelates, and nobles^ well affected to us, in this 
''behalf^ and having agreed between you and 
' '' them on the highest fine of money that you can 
" obtain, to be paid to us on this account, you do^ 
" with the consent of all^ at least of the greater 
'' and sounder part aforesaid, make such a compo- 
"sition with the said people, in the premises, as 
'' you shall judge in your aili^ence, to be most ex- 
^'pedient for our honor and interest. Provided 
" howeyer, that these people should hold in readi- 
" ness a body of good and stout footmen, amount- 
^' ing to such a number as you shall agree upon 
" with them for one turn only, to repair to us when 
'' we sliall think fit to demand them.'* ' 

We see the just and honorable dispositions of 
Edward^ notwithstanding his attention to make this 
incident subservient to his affairs. But his wisdom 
and rectitude were fatally counteracted, and by those 
"who should have ran foremost in the prosecution of 
a measure^ which would have prevented the calami < 
ties of a^es, and which w as obviously calculated for 
the pacification and effectual improvement of their 
eountry. But it would have circumscribed their 
rapacious vieWs, and controled their violence and 
oppression. As the petition could not be openly 
opposed upon any principles of reason, justice, or 
sound policy, every subterfuge was employed, and 
every evasion practised to prevent a convention of 
the king's barons and other subjects in Ireland. 
EdwardL was assured that an immediate compliance 
with his commands was not possible in the present 
state of things ; that the kingdom was in too great 
ferment an4 fomiliotion ; that far the greater num- 
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Prynn. ber of barons were dispersed on the necessary busi- 
Amm. p, jjggg ^£ ^^^ state, and defence of their own and of 
the king's lands; that many of them were under < 
age and in guardianship, so that an assembly could 
not be formed sufficiently numerous and reiqiecta* 
ble, to decide upon a point so weighty. And such 
pretences were sufficient, where the aristocratic fac- 
. tion was too powerful, and the king too deeply 
engaged in more urgent affairs. But the cry of 
• oppression was not immediately silenced : the ap- • 
plication of the Irish was renewed, and the king 
A. D. repeatedly and urgently solicited to accept them as 
^^^ his faithful subjects. * So that two years after, we 
find him summoning the lords spiritual and tempo- 
ral, and the whole body of English subjects in the 
land of Ireland, to assemble and deliberate on this 

petition, 

* *' Rex, archiepiscopis, episcopis, abbadbus, prioribus, caioit]bu% 
*^ baronibus, militibus, & omnibus A nglicisdeterraHibeniiae, salutem. 
•* Ex parte Hibernicorum de terra prttdicta nobis extitit humiliter sup- 
** plicatum, quod sibi de gratia nostra concedere dignareinur, ut eisdem 
** legibus ^ consuetudinibus oommunibus uti & gaudere possint in ter-* 
*^ RA, quibus Anglici ibidem utuntur & gaudent, & secundum easdem leges 
'* ct consuetudines deduci valeant in futurum. Nos autera, quia huj usmodi 
*' concessionem absque conscientia vestra iis ad praesens non duximus 
^' faciendam, yobis mandamus, quod ad oertos dies, quos ad hoc provi- 
f* deritis; videlicet circa festum natiWtatis beats Manae Virginis. m ali- 
*' quibus locis opportunis, coaveniatit, & inde diligentem tractatum inter 
*' T03 habeatis, utrum sine prasjudicio vestri & libertatum & consuetudi- 
•* num vestrarum & etiam dampno vestro dictam concessionem facere 
** possimus eisdem, nee n^: 6c de omnibus aliis circumstantiis hujusmo* 
*^ di concessionem contingentibus, et de hoc quod inde feceritis nobis ci-* 
^* tra proKimum parliamentum nostrum quod erit apud Westmonasterir 
^^ urn a die Sancti Michaelis in unum mensem, sub sigillo justiciarii nos- 
^ tri Hiberniae vel ejus locum teneutis & sigillo dilecti 8^ fidelis nostri 
'* Roberti Bagot, distincte & aperte una cum consilio vestro constara 
^ faciatis. £t hoc propter absentiam quonindi^m de paribus vestris, 
^' quos ibidem interesse non contigerit, vel illorum qui sunt infra aetat^. 
*f & in custodia, nullatenus omittatis ; ut nos ex tunc habita super hoc 
*' deliberatione pleniori inde provideri faciamus quod nobis & conciUa 
** nostro magis videatur expedire. In cujus, ^c. Teste rege, apa/i 
♦* Westmqn. 10 die Septembris. Pryn, Anim^ p. 257.^^ 
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petition^ which he declares that he does not judge 
proper to be granted without their consent ; assign* 
mg a particular season for their convention^ directing 
them to transmit their sentence and decision^ and 
strictly enjoining a peremptory compliance with this 
his mandate^ notwithstanding the ai)sence or mino* 
rity of any number of their peers : thus plainly point- 
ing out the pretences formerly alleged for not com- 
][dying with nis commands^ and expressing an impa*^ 
tience and displeasure at their reluctance to take an 
aflair of such moment to the kingdom into immedi* 
ate and impartial deliberation. 

Whether the parliament was convened in conse- 
quence of this order, and had the folly or effrontery 
to declare against the expediency of the proposed 
grant, or whether insidious artifices were still practic- 
ed to evade the royal mandate, doth not appear 
from any authentic record: but certain it is, that 
the wise and just intentions of Edward were defeat- 
ed, and.that during the course of his reign, indivi- 
duals of the Irish race were obliged to sue for parti- 
cular charters of denization, which we find granted 
several, particularly on their intermarriage with the 
English. 

It is natural to imagine that this repeated opposi- 
tion to their endeavors to become peaceable and 
useful subjects, could not but irritate the spirits of 
. the Irish, give new edge to their resentments, andA^^ 
. foment the local jealousies and contests which sub-MSS. 
sisted between them and their English neighbour*. 
They soon appeared in arms, but without power, 

union, 

* ** As long as they [the Irish] were oat of the protection of the * 
** law," (saith the judicious Sir John Davis) " so ae everie EngHshman 
" might oppresse,spoile, and kill them without coniroulment, howe was it 
^ possible they should be other than out-Iawes and enemies to the crown 
** of Englande ? If the king woalde not admit them tq^the condition of 
" subjects, how could they leame to acknowledge and obey him as their 
" sovereigne? When they might not converse, or commerce with any c*- 
" vil men, nor enter into any towne-or citty without perrrll of their 
" lives, whither should they flye but into tlie woods and mountains, and 

there 
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union^ or address^ to form any scheme of ^enersil 
confederacy ; so that these insurrections served but 
to ravage the several districts exposed to their &ry, 
to raise a temporary confusion^ or to revenge parti- 
cular quarrels. In Desmond^ indeed^ the discon- 
tented Irish formed a more regular scheme of 
opposition. The Mac-Arthys, ever implacable 
enemies to the English^ proceeding vrith a dark and 
determined rancor^ assembled secretly, discussed the 
pretensions of their several lords quietly and pati-^ 
ently^ parcelled out the lands of Desmond^ assign- 
ing what they now possessed or expected to recover, 
according to their own notions of justice and equity, 
founded on anlient arrangements and possessions. 
They agreed in the election of a prmce called 
Daniel Roadh, marched under his conduct against 
the English of their province, and were so success* 
ful as to seize some castles, and to drive the enemy 
from several of their settlements. The O'Briens, 
their neighbors, less subtile, and more precipitate, 
were at the same time ready to draw the swordh 
against each other, on the usual subject of Irish war, 
the succession to the sovereignty or their province: 
Thomas Dc Clare, by a sudden revolution of fortune, 
by no means surprising in the present state of Ire- 
Rymerexland, had regained his power and now appeared 
Hot.Wal-a lord of such consequence that when Edward 
^^l* solicited an Irish loan in support of his war against 

Wales, 

" there, live in a wilde and barbarous manner ? If the English magistrates 
" would not rule them by the lawe which doth punish murder and trea- 
•* son and theft with death, but leave them to be ruled by their own 
" lords and lawes, why shoulde not they embrace their ownBreh on lawe, 
" which punishethno offence but with a fine or ericke? If the Irish bee not 
" permitted to purchase estates of freeholds or inheritance, which might 
** descend to their children, according to the course of our common lawe, 
**must tliey not continue their custom of tanistrie, which makes all their 
*' possessions uncertaine, and brings confusion, barbarisme and incivility ? 
*• in a word, if the English woulde neither in peace goveme them by the 
*' lawe nor in war root them out by the sworde, must they, not needes be 
*' prickes in their eyef^, and thomes in their sides; till the world's eadef" 
Davys's Discorerie. 
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WaleSj h^ addressed himself particularly to De 
Clare^ and appointed him his principal agent for 
transacting this business with the general convention 
or parliament of his subjects in Ireland This lord 
now judged it convenient to his interests, to espouse 
the cause of one of the competitors of Thomond ; 
armed in favor of his pretensions^ and obliged hisA. D^ 
countrymen to accept him as their chief His ri^^^^ 
val, still supported by a powerful faction, provoked 
at this odious interposition of the English, ani- 
mated his followers to a brave resistance, collected 
his forces, and prepared to wage a bloody war Ann. 
against this new created chief; when Mac-Arthy^IimisC 
hearing of these rising commotions, suddenly and^^^* 
secretly passed into Thomond, and exerted all his 
address to restrain the blind rage of his country- 
men. He entreated them to consider that they 
were arming against their own brethren, preparing 
to depopulate their own lands, blowing up the 
flame of civil dissension^ which had already wasted 
their unhappy country; that they had a common 
enemy, industriously to take advantage of their dis- 
orders, and to subdue them by their own weapons ; 
that their own interest, and that of all their country- 
men, called loudly upon them to compose their 
private differences, and wait with patience, leaving 
the folly of civil dissension to the English, tiU 
weakened by their mutual rivalry and jealousy they 
might afford the injured Irish a fair occasion to 
unite, and by one effectual blow to vindicate their j 

native rights, and avenffe their oppressions. His 
mediation was successful; and indeed the present 
state of things gave but ^too great force to his 
representations. 

The English lords and principal settlers in every H^mner. 
part of Ireland, m the lust of power and possessions. Cox- 
were become the bitterest and most implacable ene- 
mies to each other. Barret and Cussack, two Eng- 
lishmen of figure, settled in Connaught by De 
Burgo, drew their sv^ords against each other, and 

Vol. I. 2 1 committed 
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committed the most alarming slaughter and desola* 
tion, which ended in the destruction of the former 
The power of lord Theobald De Verdon, possessed 
of a considerable domain in Meath^ by right of his 
marriage with a daughter of Walter De Lacy, ex- 
cited the envy of Gerald Fitz-Maurice, baron of 
Ophaly^ who attacked his castles, defeated his 
forces^ was himself defeated in turn, and made a 
prisoner. Lord Geoffiry Genneville and his follow- 
ers in another part of Meath, were also driven from 
their possessions. These petty broils were multi- 
plied, and continued for some years unnoticed, or at 
least unrestrained by the king's vicegerents. The 

^^' death of Maurice, and Gerald Pitz-Maurice, with 
* that of lord Thomas De Clare, all in the same year, 
promised to depress the power of the Geraldines, 
and left Richard' De Burgo, earl of Ulster, in an 
lindii^puted rank of eminence : and so considerable 
was tne port of this nobleman, and so great his 
authority in these times, that in the kinjg's letters 
wc find his name frequently mentioned bemre that of 
the chief governor. But his power was employed 
ill oppressmg and destroying those who stood in 
the way of his insatiable ambition. He claimed the 
lands of Meath possess^ by Verdon, and with a 
tumultuous troop of followers, invaded, and be- 
sieged this lord in one of his castles. The Irish of 
Meath and Ulster, impatient to take advantage of 
these disorders, aggravated the general- distress by 
their insurrections, and often-times were the victims 
of their own precipitation. 

This confusion in the ptate of Ireland little cor- 
responded with the views of Edward, and the neces- 
sities of his government. He had already been en- 
gaged in war; had contracted debts by his negotia- 

f n.^' tions on the continent ; the troubles of Scotland 
were commenced, and the king possibly had gt>od 
reasotis to provide for taking all advantages that 
might be derived from them. He had ali'eady, by 
the interposition and assistance of the pope obtained 
a tenth of all their revenues from the Irish clergy, on 

preteneo 
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pretenee of providing for an expedition to the Holy 
Land. But not contented with this supply^ and 
determined to try the exertion of his own authority 
in Ijrdand^ before he liiade a like attempt iii Eng- 
land, in his own name^ and without any participa- ^ 
tion of the holy see, he demanded an additional fif- 
teenth of all the spiritualties in that kingdom. TheAym. 
clergy were neither diqK>sed to give countenance to*- i"- 
this innovation, nor well enabled to comply with?- ^^* 
the severe demand. They therefore appealed to 
Rome^ and desired the protection of the sovereign 
pontiff against this encroachment on his authority. 
At the. same time, in the humblest manner, they re* 
presented to the king the distressed condition of 
their .church, arising from the wars and commotions 
of the realm ; expressing a concern for their inabi-' 
lity, but at the same time peremptorily refusing to 
comply with the requisition. Edward had not yet 
learned to treat these refractory ecclesiastics with 
the severity which he practised, some time after* 
wards, on his English clergy. He addressed hijpi- 
self to the laity of Ireland, and he found then^ more 
complying. After some altercation and delay, they 
granted a fifteenth of their effects. 

To enforce these demands, and to allay the pub-ib.p.48S. 
lie commotions, William De Vesey was entrusted 
with the government of Ireland, an Ei^lish lord,A. D. 
If ho by his spirit and activity, joined with a rigid i^so. 
and inflexible temper, seemed well fitted for the 
management of a disordered' state. In his opposi- 
tion to the Irish insurgents he was sufficiently suc- 
cessful : b^t when he proceeded to trace the present 
evils of the nation to their source, and to repress 
the violences of the great English lords, he pro- 
voked the resentment of John Fitz-Thomas Pitz- 
Gerald^ baron of Ophaly, which produced a lasting 
animosity, and at length ended in a formal accusa- 
tion- of each other; me governpr alleging betbrcReUy 
the council, that Fitz-Gerald had calumhiouslyPiaJ.P. 
^arged him with an attempt to revolt from his al- 
legiance^ 
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ieffiance^ and to seduce others into a rebefliousjcon- 
fedemcy; the baron denying the charge, but ac- 
cusing Vesey of some seditious! and disloyal expres- 
sions uttered in England, the combat was de- 
manded and accepted; and if we are to. believe 
HoUingshead, before the day appointed for the 
ilecision, Vesey fled to France, and his lands in 
Leinster were bestowed upon his rival. But the truth 
is, that the kln^, informed of this contest, sum- 
moned the parties to appear before him at West- 
^ minster; where, after various pleadings and adjourri- 
meiits, the whole process was at length annulled as 
informal and irregular; and that Vesey afterwards 
resigned his manors, castles, and county of Kildare 
to the kin^, which he held by marriage with one 
of the coheiresses of the fkmily of the earl Marishal, 
and in which his right was contested by the other 
daughters. It is equally certain that Pitz-Gerald, 
on his petum to Ireland acted with the usual vio- 
lence of a great English lord ; opposed his rivals, 
asserted his claims, and enlarged his possessions, by 
force of arms. He even proceeded to attack the 
earl x)f Ulster, with whom he disputed the right of 
some lands in Connaught, conquered him in the 
field, became master of his person, and had the 
hardiness to confine him in prison, still continuing 
his incursions and hostilities, to the great terror 
and annoyance of the richest and most flourishing 
districts of the kingdom. In consequence of these 
outrages he was formally impeached, appei^red be- 
fore the king, submitted absolutely to his mercy, 
and was obliged to give security for his future 
peaceable and loyal demeanor. 
Himmer. The most effectual attempt to reform the wretch- 
P^^- ed state of Irish affairs in this reign was m^de by 
Sir John Wogan, appointed to the government in 
the year J 895, who might have proved of singular 
advantage to the pation, if tlje corruption of iman- 
ners had not been at this time irresistibly superior 
to the best and wisest it^titutions. W^ith a temper 
i^hd discretion unknown to sever?,! of his predecessors. 
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he applied himself in the first place to cbtnpose the, 
dissensions of the great lords by every lenient and' 
conciliating method'. He found the houses of de 
Burgo and Pitz-Gerald still at variance with each 
other ; and still engaged in petty hostilities ; and 
although he could not entirely reconcile two nobles 
equally imperious and aspiring, he yet prevailed on 
them to suspend those animosities which cast the' 
land into such dangerous convulsions ; so that in all 
the forms of contending potentates, they at length 
agreed to make a truce for two years, that the go- 
vernor might have leisure to apply some remedy 
to the general disorder of the realm. For this pur- 
pose, a parliament was summoned more reguLirly 
than such assemblies bad hitherto been convened in 
Ireland. Besides the writs to the lords spiritual and jj^ ^' 
temporal, those sent to the sheriffs directed them toEccTria 
return two knights for each of the counties and li-*l>ublin. 
berties (as they were called) ; and although several 
declined to attend, and the assembly was inconsi- 
derable in point of numbers, yet by the ordinances 
here enacted, the public grievances seem to have 
been maturely weighed, and with a serious intention 
of providing the most effectual redress in their 
power. The acts of this assembly seem to deserve 
sorae notice, as they afford a distinct view of the more 
notorious irregularities and abuses of this period. 

The peace and security of the English temtory, 
the great and indeed the sote object of deliberation, ibid, 
required, in the first place, that strict and regular 
execution of the laws of England which had been 
neither countenanced nor supported by the nobles 
and principal settlers. And to this necessary and 
valuable purpose, it was found that the division of 
counties hitherto established was by no means fa- 
.vorable. The county of Dublin in particular was 
too extensive and confused^ comprehending not 
only the greatest part of Leinster, but of Meath 
and Ulster. It was therefore ordained that each of 
toese Jatter should have it ^particular sheriff; and 
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that Kildare which had formerly been a liberty ap- 
pendant uix>n Dublin^ should now be erected into 
a distinct county *. 

Particular encouragement had been given to 
the incursions of the Irish by the absence of the 
lord marchers who living a life of indulgence upon 
their manors^ in the securer and more composed 
parts of the kingdom^ abandoned their charge up« 
on the borders: by which their countrymen were 
either driven from, their settlements^ or reduced to 
I a state of vassalage by their invaders. The march- 
I ers therefore were eiyoined to maintain their neces- 
sary wards for the mture^ on pain of forfeiture of 
fheir lands. 

In the present situation of thjB country, it is na- 
tural to suppose that every English tenant should 
be trained to arms, and that the whole collection of 
Settlers should have been one regular, well-formed, 
sind well-appointed militia. And yet we find that 
their settlements were frequently surprised in an 
helpless state, without arms or any provisions for 
defence: a grievance considerably increased by a 
number of lords who lived entirely in England, 
without any attention to the security of their Irish 
tenants, and without contributing to the general de^ 
fence of their countrymen. It was therefore enacts 
ed that tenants of evety degree should provide ac- 
cording to their rank, towards a military establish- 
ment ; and that absenteefiwshould assign a competent 
portion of their Irish revenues for this necessary 
purpose. 

It appears also, that in eases of particular in- 
cursions of tlie Irish, the neighbouring settlors, far 
from being united in the bands of cordial affection 
with their countrymen, frequently looked on with 
indifierence, sometimes with an envious satisfaction 
^t their distress, without attempting to assist them, 

or 

,* Hepce it appears that the enumeration of the cpvnties appointed in 
the reign of John, as it is generijly ttateij by historians; is really inac- 
curate; as hath been already fainted. 
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or to repel the invasion. In such cases of wilful 
neglect it was enacted^ that the aggrieved party 
should be entitled to damages from their neigh- 
bours. 

As the frequent military expeditions of the great 
lords were a capital grievance, and their unnatural 
dissensions not only weakened the English interest^ 
and encouraged the common enemy, but oppressed 
the subject by grievous and arbitrary exactions, it 
was also ordained, that for the fiiture, no lord 
should make war but by licence of the chief go« 
vemor> or by special mandate of the king. And to 
restrain the numbers and disorders of their idle re- 
tainers, or Kernes, (as they are called,) every per* 
son of whatever degree was forbidden to entertain 
more of these than he could himself maintain ; and^ ^ 
in case of any violent exaction or forcible depreda- 
tion made by these lawless followers, their lord was 
to pay the damage, and the kern to be imprisoned, 
until lie found sufficient security for his good beha- 
viour. 

. It appears to have been an usual artifice of the ' 
Irish, when any particular district was the object of 
their hostilities, to make a truce for a certain time 
with other contiguous settlements, that so they 
might execute their hostile purposes without con- 
trol: which generally ended in their falling upon 
those who had consented to the suspension of arms. 
It was therefore enacted, that no truce should be 
ever made with the Irish but what was general and 
equal; and that those who made such partial and 
separate engagements, should be considered and 
tceated aa accomplices in the havock that might en-* 
sue : at the same time, it was provided that the 
Irish themselves should not be molested, when they 
hful once concluded a fair and general truce, by 
any msidioiis incursions or hostilities, which had 
frequently produced the bloodiest reprisals, and in* 
volved the innocent in the consequences of their 
revenge. 

And 
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AnDj as in cases of sudden in»irrections of the 
Irish^ when tlie chief governor was at a distance, 
and could not immediately issue the necessary orders 
for repressing them^ the English were frequently 
inactive and remiss^ it was enacted^ that from the 
moment that any hostilities were commenced^ the 
county or liberty attacked should^ instantly and 
without further orders, rise in arms, and maintain 
the war at their own proper charges, without inter- 
mission or susp^sion, till the enemy should be re- 
duced or consent to a cessation, or the chief go- 
vernor should otherwise direct. And, to deprive 
the enemy of their usual shelter^ every lord was di- 
rected to repair and clear the roads through hik 
woods and forests, to make bridges, pathways, and 
other provisions, for traversing the country with 
readiness and.security, and pursuing the insurgents 
into their retreats. 

It appears also, from the ordinances of this as- 
sembly, that so early as the reign of Edward the 
first, the English had begun to conform to the dis- 
ordered and licentious manners of the Irish natives. 
Living in a state of peipetual confusion and hosti- 
lity, they learned the compendious method of vio- 
lence and rapine, in order to supply their necessi- 
ties, or to gratify their passions : and impatient of 
the salutary restraints which their own laws imposed, 
tbey contrived an easy method to elude their force. 
They affected the garb and outward appearance of 
Irishmen; who, as they shared not th^ sftr^iritj so 
neither were they restrained by the penalties, of 
English law. Such were the beginnings of a dege- 
nei-acy so fatal in its progress. And, what shews 
the infatuation of these corrupted English, the or- 
dinances of this assembly recite, that, by thus wear- 
ing their garb, and fashioning their hair according 
to the Irish mode, they were frequently mistaken, 
and their lives reduced to the same precarious hazard 
with those of the old natives ; that they were fre- 
quently killed, and no cognizance taken of their 

deaths 



d^th^ accordiBff to the Elng^lisb polity : so t)iat 4«Adf 
ly; jfeuds arose hetween the relations and friand^of' ^^ 
each party^ both the perpetrator and tl^sijifiWer. jt • * .J 
iHras U»Brefore enacted, that all Englishmen shpula ^ 

confpTm strictly to the garb and tonsure of their ow|( 
coij«trynien> at least in tlie fashion of their hair ;, that 
if in this latter^ obvious and striking mark of distincf 
tion they presumed to take the appearancie of jrishr 
men^ they should as such be treated, and not be ei\t ~ 
titled to remedy^ in case of any plaint or suit, but 
iivbat wais granted to the Irish : in me mean time th^ 
were to be compelled to conform to the tenor of thi^ 
ordinance on pain of seizure of their lands and chat- 
tels and imprisonment of their persons. 

Ahd, lastly, two lords were appouited to every 
countv -and bberty in which Irishmen were resident^ 
who m the absence of the chief govenior^r shpUlq 
have full power to treat with the Irish, and makfi 
such stipulations with them asi might secure theif 
district trom molestation or disorder* 
. These ordinances were devised with equity aQ4 
propriety ; but could not have complete and lasting* 
influence upon a people crumbled into a number of 
detached bodies, separate interests, and rival facti^ 
ohs ; led by nobles impatient of subordination, and 
habituated to the violences and outrages of war. 
Yet on their first establishment they do not se^m to 
have been entirely destitute of effect: they served to 

give some check to the disorders of the realm^ 
lougb not to terminate or subdue them* The incur*Ca& 
sions of the Irish were for a time tepressed : the 
earl of Ulster; by the repeated mediation of the 
chief governor still continued to live in peace with 
the Geraldines. John Fitz-Thomas confidinff inRof. ty* 
the pacific disposition of his rival, depfarted fromBer™. 
the kingdom, and with a considerable train attended ^^J?' 
the service of the king, in Fianders. Edward, en- 
couraged by the appearance of greater tranquillity 
in Ireland^ ventured to repeat his application to thepryan^ 
clerffy for a subsidy; with what success we are nott. ill . p. 
Vol.. I. 2 K informed. «w. 
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iaformed. The teaths formerly granted for the 
*yj»f » service of the Holy Land, and which Boniface Hie 
^2 P* wesent pope took upon him to ccdlect, were seized 
oy the king's order in the hands of the Romish 
agents^ and applied to the exigencies of his govern* 
tnent. The ^ntiff, who had experienced the firm- 
ness and spirit of king Edwardy ventured only to 
eixpostulate with gentleness, and affected to make 
him a free present of the revenue of these tenths 
which the kmg had already secured to his own use. 
The renewal of his war with Scotland during the 
regency of John Commin, oWiged him to have re- 
course to every expedient to strengthen and support 
his operations. His Irish subjects were repeatedly 
enjoined to confer and to devise the means of assist- 
R^ly- jng his intended expedition. John Pitz-Thomas 
mw ^'*^ttended his standard in Scotland; and the earl of 
Ulster^ that he might not be outdone in zeal and 
loyalty^ soon afterwards assembled a gallant train in 
DubliD:, created thirty knights^ and embarked for 
Hen. the Scottish war, in which he performed distinguish- 
»«"»- ed services. ^ ' 

The absence of such powerful lords produced 
Its natural effect in Ireland, in encouraging a licen- 
tious spirit, of insurrection, and giving free course to 
the treachery and turbulence both of the English and 
the Irish inhabitants. Several feuds broke out with 
*new violence, and petty wars were carried on, to 
the utter desolation of the finest and most valuable 
of the English settlements; the disorder extended 
even to the seat of government ; and the utmost ef- 
forts of the chief governor and the well-affected 
lords, were scarcely sufficient to defend the province 
of Leinster. 
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1 H E accession of Edward the second to the 
throne of England was an event equally fatal to 
the honor of that realm, and to the welfare and 
tranquillity of Ireland; although the weakness of 
the new king, and his partiality to an unworthy fa- 
vorite proved of some momentarj^ service to this 
country,' which might have been permanent and 
extensive, had not bis folly and insincerity been car- 
ried even to the utmost degree of infatuation. His 
sudden dispereion of a g^illant army collected hy hia 
father to chastise tjie revolt of Robert Bruce, and 
his childish retreat from Scotland, ^taught his own 
{English nobles to despise him : and his shameful 
preach 6f promise to a dying parent, by recalling 
Gaveston from banishment, provoked them to op- 
pose him. . The favorite who received his unmerit- 
ed honors without temper or discretion, quarrelled 
with the nevy queen, and insulted the nobility. A 
powerful combination, formed and supported by 
Thomas earl of Lancaster, cousin-german to Ed- 
ward, peremptorily required the banishment of Ga- 
veston : the bold demand was enforced by the con- 
currence of a parliament: the king at length yielded 
with a reluctance arising from a blind passion for 
his minion, not from a sense of this insult on his 
Rymer, authority : but*instead of dismissing him at once to 
t iii. p. his native resideiice in France, he contrived to dig- 
^' nify his ^xile, by appointing him vicegerent in Ire^ 
A. D. ^^^^y with such powers a$ might give respect an^ 
}im. honorto his government. • 

The most criminal, or at least the most obnoxious 
part of this favorite's character seems to have 
been an offensive pride and insolence, peculiarly in- 
supportable to the haughty and determined spirit of 
the English barons. His person was amiable, his 
endowments ^racefiil and engaging; he was gallant 
and courageous, to his inferiors liberal and obliging ; 
and in a country where he had a9 yet made no 
peyspnal enemies, these qualities shone out with fall 
advantage. A princely port and a magnificent 
retini;c served to captivate the general eye, and 

«ise4 
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raised e?:pectations of some extraordinaiy effects 
from his government: and such expectations were 
speedily confirmed b^ his conduct. Not like some 
former deputies, waiting to be insulted in the very 
seat of ffovernment^ and shrinking behind the walls 
of Dubhn, from the violence of neighbouring ihsur- Cami^ 
gents, he at once marched out against the turbulent 
septs, drove them from their retreats, and pursued 
them with severe execution, until they were com-^ 
pletelv broken and dispersed. His soldiers, pleased 
w ith %is valor and gained by his liberalities, fol- 
lowed his standard with the utmost chearfulness and 
confidence. An Irish chieftain of no inconsiderable 
power, called O'Dempsy, who had the hardiness 
to encounter him, was slain on the field of battle ; 
and his forces totally defeated. No insui^gents pre- 
isumed to appear throughout the province of Leiii- 
fster. He pierced into Thoniond, and here con- 
firmed the reputation of his valor, by defeating 
and subduing the chieftain O'Brien, who had been 
encouraged to hostUities by the weakness of formef 
administrations, and the frequent disgraces of tlifj ' 
English arrps : and as he had now no enemy to en- 
f^ounter, he vigorously proceeded to repair the 
havock made by former insurrections, to erect cas- 
tles, and open communications through tlie English 
territory. 

But the envy of the great lords of Ireland, and 
his own insolence and imprudence threatened to in- 
terrijpl: this successful progress. A government oflbiU* 
weight and splendor seemed to lessen tlie impolp- 
tance of those barons of the English race, who had 
been used to look dowii with ^uteir)pt upon the j.. 
king's vicegerent, and if they could not reduce him 
to become tlie instrument of their purposes, to pro- 
secute their schemes of private interest with a total 
disregard of his authority. Richard eari of Ulstet- 
in particular was alarmed at the consequence which 
the new governor assumed. And a^ he Was con* 
fcs^cdiy the tnost powerful o( the whole body of 
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nobHity^ and bad frequently been treated by the 
throne as superior to its representative^ and one 
whose influence and power.were necessary to the 
support of Irish goveinn^ent, Gaveston soon learned 
to regard him as a rival. The governor assumed 
all the pride and state of superiority. The earl 
vrith equal pride and state affected to vie with the 
governor. His numerous followers were collected, 
and appeared not only a magnificent, but a formida- 
ble body. He held his court at Trim with a pa- 
rade and ostentation highly ofifensive and 4i^arm- 
ing. ^ He feasted his attendants with all the splen- 
dor of a sovereign, and conferred the honor of 
knighthood on two persons of the family of De La- 
cy: Jie is said to have even threatened Gavesto^t 
with open hostilities. But before their jealousies 
could produce any violent effect, the favorite was 
suddenly recalled, and left the kingdom to its usual 
distresses of a weak government and imperious 
nobility. 
Campion. Sir John Wogan who succeeded to the adminis- 
tration, was principally employed in holding con- 
ventions, and ordaining laws, which the subjects of 
Ireland were too corrupt to obey, and which their 
governor had not the power to enforce. While 
the land was depopulated, and oppressed by every 
species of outrage, his parliaments were thought 
worthily enq>loYed in hearing a ridiculous contest 
for precedence between the prelates of Armagh and 
Dublin, and deliberating wnether a bishop, should 
have his crosier borne erect or depressed, in some 
particular districts : a point of such serious moment 
%lli^ as could not be contested by the parties without vi- 
se. ' ^' olence and bloodshed ; and in which the king of 
England himself was obliged to moderate. The 
great lords, in the mean time enjoyed the full ad- 
vantage of a feeble and despised government. They 
avowed their contempt of the royal authority, and 
carried on their private wars without fear or con- 
trol The earl of Ulster had lately received a new 

and 
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and honorable mark of Edward's confidence. He 
had been appointed plenipotentiary to conclude a 
treaty with Kobert Bruce ; and the Scottish de- ftymer, 
puties had attended him in Ireland: ^iddy withtlH.p. 
ex^itation^ and intoxicated by flattery, ne spumed i^- 
at all restraints; and with the insolence of indepen- 
dent sovereignty marched into Thomond in support 
of some pretensions which he disdained to assert but 
by force of arms. Here he had the mortification h. MarlK 
to receive a sig^nal defeat fi-om the Geraldines, com- A. D* 
manded by Richard De Clare. He was made pri*^^^^* 
soner^ with several of his most distinguished adhe- 
rents ; and obliged to submit to such terms as the^ 
conquerors imposed. Their accommodation was^ 
cemented by the marriage of Maurice, and Thomas 
Fitz-John, afterwards the heads of the illustrious 
houses of Desmond and Kildare, to two daughters 
of the earl of Ulster. And the union of these no- 
ble families seemed to promise lasting tranquillity 
. to treland^ at the moment when new enemies and 
new disorders were on the point of reducing this 
unhappy country, to an extremity of distress beyond 
all its former sufferings. 

The dominion gained over Scotland bv Edward 
the firsts the most distinguished acquisition of his 
illustrious «reign, had been exercised by this austere 
prince with that severitjr, which hastened the revolt 
of a spirited and warlike people. Not yet broken 
by the ill success of Wallace, and exasperated at 
the ignominious execution of this their renowned 
partizan, they \^ere impatient to shake off* the yoke 
of English government, and found a new and more 
fortunate leader in Robert Bru<:e, son to that Ro-p ^^ 
T)ert who had been competitor for the cro^vn. Thie ^ " 
ardour of this young champion had just received 
the mortification of a signal defeat ; wlien the death 
of Edwai-d, in that critical moment when Scotland 
was to be overwhelmed by a numerous army, con- 
verted his precipitate revolt into a judicious and 
well-directed effort for the deliverance of his couA- 
try. He issued from the Western Isles, whither he 

had 
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had been driv^ by his misfoituiies^ and soon became 
a terror to his enemies. Edward the second pur- 
. . aupd the method dictated by his indolence and weak- 
ness, and to stop his progjress, entered into a treaty 
^ with the Scottish prince, which, (as just now hath 
been observed) was transacted in Ireland by the ead 
of Ulster, and ended in a truce, which afforded 
Robert a favourable interval for consolidating his 
power: was soon violated ; wfir recommenced ; and 
the contest finally decided in favor of the galktnt 
Bruce, by the victory of Bannpckboum. 

The successful progress of this young warrior, 
and his victorious acquisition of the crown of Scot- 
land were events by no means unnoticed in Ireland. 
.They were heard with'wonder and delight by those 
nativeSji who considered themselves allied m con- 
Fordun. sanguinity. to the Ai^anian Scots, aS; ihey were 
styled ; and of consequence peculiarly interested in 
their fortunes. They despised the weakness of* the 
English prince; but were mortified at the deflecti- 
on^ that tliey alone had not seized the advantage of 
^ a contemptible and indolent reign in EnHand to 
shake off the yoke which had oppressed Siem, so 
long and so severely. The chieftains of LUster in 
^particular gi'ew impatient to take the advantage of 
the present state of Britain ; and as their situation 
made it easier .to hold a correspondence* wit^ Scot- 
land, they addresed themselves to Robert Bruce, 
who still pursued his advantaffe, aiid ravaged the 
northern parts of England witnout control. They 
pathetically represented the distresses of their coun- 
try ; enlarged on the injuries they had sustained ; 
painted the insolence and oppression of their invad- 
ers in the most offensive colours; entreating' his as- 
sistance for an unhappy people, brethren and kins- 
men to the Scots, who wanted but such a leader to 
execute their vengeance upon the common enqpny; 
and who, rather than languish under their present 
miseries, were ready to receive a sovereign from 
Scotland, and pay due ^legiauce to a prince who 
i had 
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Ii ad valor to rescue them from slavery, and equity to 
receive and treat them as his subjects. 

The genius of Robert was naturally formed for 
bold and adventurous enterprizes ; and success had 
enflamed the ambition of his youth. Edward his 
brother had attended him in all his fortunes, and 
was distinguished by vigor and intrepidity. Scarce- Fordum 
ly had Robert been invested with the royal dignity 
of Scotland, when this aspiring young lord boldly- 
demanded, as the just reward of his services, to be 
admitted to an equal share in his authority. A re- 
quisition evidently dictated by a turbulent and am« 
bitious spirit, was justly alarming^to a prince scarce- 
ly confirmed in his throne, and sensible of the dread- 
mi consequence of any civil commotion or insurrec- 
tion. Edward was for the present appai-ently satis- 
fied by being declared and recognized heir apparent 
to the crown^. But Robert, wisely considering the 
necessity of finding employment tor the artive tera- 

Ser of his brother, presented to his ambition the 
attering prospect of a new kingdom ; urged him 
to take advantage of the present disposition of the 
Irish lords, and assured him of such effectual sup- 
port as could not fail to exterminate his rivals, and 
seat him on the throne of Ireland. Edward was 
transported at this overture, and at once consented 
to the enterprize. The chieflaina of Ulster were 
assured that this lord should speedily be sent to for 
their deliverance with a considerable force. The in- 
telligence was spread through their province, every 
where received with joy, and the way prepared for a 
dangerous and extensive insurrection. 

The impatience of young Edward is said to have Cos; 
driven him to a precipitate and injudicious attempt 
upon the Northern coast of Ireland, before a suffi- 
cient forpe could be provided for his enterprize ; or 
his Irish partiz^ns prepared to declare in favor of 
his cause. The attempt, which was speedily re- 
pelled, should have given the alarm to an active 
Vot. I, 3L and 
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und vigilant government : and lord Edmdnd But- 
ler, now deputy to the king of England, actually 
proceeded to take measures for the defence and se- 
curity of the realm. But the perpetual remon- 
stmnces made to the king of the partial and irregu- 
. lar administration of justice, the degeneracy of the 
English, and the other manifold disorders of Ire- 
Rymer. land, induced him to commission John De Hotfabm^ 
^^ P' a clergyman in whom he placed peculiar confidence^ 
A. D. to confer with the great lords on the stab^and cir- 
1314. .cumstances of this kingdom. By his advice, as 
wwell as that of some of the great officers of^tate^ 
Richard earl of Ulster, the lords Edmond Butler 
and Theobald De Verdun, noblemen of distingiush- 
.ed eminence, and whose presence in Ireland was ab- 
solutely necessary upon any critical or alarming 
emergency, were summoned to parliament iq Eng- 
land^ to treat (as is expressed in the writ) with the 
ii^^l king, his prelates, and nobles, about the affairs of 

n).40i . -jreland, and other af the king's arduous and urgent 
^^^ concerns. Happily they returned early in the en- 
suing s|>ring : and we find lord Edmond Butler^ thie 
{ 4^hancellor, and the treasurer of Ireland, instructed 
to deliver the result of their deh'beration, not only 
to the prelates, nobles, and niagistrates, but to the 
^1. 8 Ed. principal chieftains of the Irish race; whom the 
king directs to ^ive due credence to his commissi^ 
oners, and to assist in executing the schemes devised 
fi>r the general interest, little suspecting the invete- 
rate aversion harboured by these chieflain$, pr the 
pestilent designs now ripening to execution. 
Lib. On the twenty-fifith day of May, in the year one 

nob^^S t*^®"^'^*^ ^^^^ hundred and fifteen, lord Edward 
* ' Bruce appeared on the North-eastern coast of Ire^ 
land, and from a fle^t of three hundred barks, 
landed six thousand hardy Scots, to assert his claim 
to the sovereignty of this kingdom. The Irish 
lords of Ulster, who had. invited and encouraged 
him to this enterprize, were now prepared to re- 
ceive their tiew monarch, flocked with eagerness 
to his standard, bound themselves by solemn treaty 

'to 
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to^Jbis servic^^ delivered thoii- hostages^ and marcUsd 
under hfe command to wreck their vengeance upon 
the common enemy. The barbarous policy of the 
Scot^ which obliged him to strike terror iiito all hi^ 
opponents^ and the desperate resentment of the 
Irish^ conspired to mark their progress by desolation 
and carnage. The English settlers of the North 
were butchered without mercy, or driven from their , 
fairest possessions in a moment; their castles levelled 
to the ground, and their towns set on ftre. Dun- 
dalk, Atherdee, and other places of less note, felt , 
the utmost fury of these merciless ravagers; the 
fkfne of whose progress soon reached the most distant 
quarters of the island, and was received with 
triumph and exultation by all the enemies of Eng- 
lish government, though the Western and Southern 
chieftains had not as yet taken arms in favor of 
the Scottish prince. 

The English lords who should have opposed this Lib. 
dangerous mvasion, were neither cordially united, ^1°^^^ 
by tiieir common danger, nor duly prepared to repel ^^^' * 
it. Richard earl of Ulster, indeed, rose up with 
such forces as he could collect, in defence of his 
possessions. He summoned his vassals to attend 
him at Roscommon; from whence, marching to 
Athlorie, he was here joined by Pedlim O'Connor, 
the Irish prince of Connaught, with his provincial 
troops. So that, issuing forth through the territory 
of Meath, he entered the Northern province, wast- 
ing and desolating the districts which he traversed, 
to supply the necessities of his army. Butler the 
lord deputy, at the same time, exerted his dili<pnce 
to collect the troops of Leinster, and joined the , 
earl with a considerable reinforcement. But Richard, 
whose declining vigor was supplied by a proud and 
imperious spirit, and who* had been accustomed to ^ 
treat the king's vicegerent as his inferior, disdained- 
this assistance, declared that his own troops were 
more than sufficient to repel the Scots, arid punish 
iheir% adherents; advising the dejmtjr^o return to 

the 
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the seat of government, and confine his attention 
to the security of Leinster. Lord Edmond readily 
acquiesced ; and the conduct of this war was en- 
trusted solely to earl Richard. 
' But the prosecution of the war by no means c<Mr- 
responded with his magnificent promises; and the 
operations on both sides were indeed necessarily re- 
tarded by a season of remarkable dearth and distress, 
which had been felt through all the British islands^. 
Bruce in the first ardor of success had advanced 
into the county of Louth. The eari followed ; but 
without coming to a decisive action^ skirmished with 
the enemy. Bruce thus harassed, and oppressed by 
intolerable scarcity of provisions, followed the ad- 
vice of his chief associate, O'NiaLof Tirowen, and 
retreated into Ulster. The earl pursued; and we 
Camb ^^^ *^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ some inconsiderable actions^ a 
general battle was fought near Colerain, which ended 
in the discomfiture of Richard. However this may 
be, the advantage could not be effectually improv- 
ed, nor was the carl prevented from cariying on 
the war. Bruce was therefore obliged to recur to 
artifice and secret negociation, in order to weaken 
and divide the forces of his enemy, 

Fedlim, the Irish prince of Connaught, who had 
I^b. united with the earl or, Ulster, was a youth of about 
CioQmaQ. twenty-two years, distinguished by a military genius, 
noise^MS. spirited, and inexperienced. His present connexion 
had been formed merely to secure his provincial 
interests, and to defend him against the attempts of 
factious rivals. The flattering idea of glory, and 
the pride of ancestry, were still predominant in his 
mind, and rendered him a proper object for the, 
artifice of Bruce, To him the Scottish prince se- 
cretly applied : he represented his present union as 
highly dishonorable to his station, and injurious to 
his country : he reminded him of the power and 
possessions which his ancestors had enjoyed, before 
the usurpations of the English bad confined the 

princely 
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priticely family of Connaught within the narrowest 
and most inglorious limits; he entreated him no 
longer to turn his arms inconsiderately against those 
who were come to deliver him and his countrymen 
from om>ression and usurpation; promising to re- 
instate aim in the province of Connaught in as am- 
ple a manner as any of his most distinguished pre- 
decessors had enjoyed it, provided he would desert 
the English interest^ and unite with his northern 
friends^ as soon as it could be effected with safety to 
himself^ and advantage to the common cause. 

TflJB young Irish prince listened to these over- 
tures with eagerness, and soon found more than a 
plausible pretence to detach himself from the ead 
of Ulster. His absence from his own territory had 
produced the effect usually experienced by the Irish 
toparchs; and encouraged Roderic, one of his 
factious kinsmen, to endeavor to supplant him. 
The partizans of this leader were collected; his 
.opponents readily subdued ; and thus seizing the 
Irish district of Connaught, he entered into a ner 
gotiation- with Edward Bruce, promising to expel the 
English from the whole province, if he were ac- 
knowledged as the rightful prince, and supported 
in the honors and possessions he had now acquired. 
Bruce readily accepted his services, and received 
him as his ally ; representing at the same time the 
extreme folly and danger of division, entreating him 
to leave the possessions of Pedlim unmolested, and 
to suspend the discussion of all particular claims and 
pretensions, till the' common enemy should be first 
subdued, and the restoration of general peace might 
allow them to be decided with due temper and 
propriety, 

RoDERic, little influenced by this counsel^ con- Lib, 
tintied to augment his forces, to harass the parti- C^?""w^ 
zans of his rival, to raze and bum down their^®^'^^* 
towns, until he had obliged the several septs to ac- 
knowledge his sovereignty, and to give Upstages for 

their 
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their faithful attachment to his interest; no that 
Fedlim was obliged to propose to the earl of Ulster^ 
to march with his whole army into Connaught to 
expel this injurious usurper. Although the noKhem 
enemy weire too^ formidable to permit the earl to 
comply with this overture, yet he could not^ with 
any appearance of equity, detain the Irish chieftain 
from his immediate interests. Fedlim was dismissed 
with his provincials, amusing the earl with flattering 
jissurances of an immediate return, when the dis* 
orders of his territory should be once composed. 
But the Irish prince Was soon convinced that the 
progress of his rival had been too long neglected, 
and that his power was now too firmly established. 
The northern Irish, unacquainted with his secret 
transactions with Bruce, and regarding him as a pesti- 
lent enemy, harassed him incessantly through his 
whole march; and no sooner had he reacned a 
place of safety, than he had the mortification to 
find it necessary to dismiss his weakened and dispirit- 
ed followers. 

He was soon followed into Connaught by the 
earl of Ulster and the remaining part of his array. 
This dismembered body had been obliged to retire 
before the northern and Scottish forces : nor could 
the leader secure his retreat without considerable 
loss. As the general distress of famine prevented 
Bruce from pursuing his advantage, afler some in- 
effectual progress, he again retired ; and as the 
forces raised by the English government shared in 
this distress, he remained in Ulster unmolested, as^ 
suming the parade of royalty, holding his courts of 
judicature, and affecting all the state and business 
of a sovereign, till new incidents enabled him to 
act ^ more vigorous and important part. 
j^K On the arrival of the earl of Ulster in Con- 

Clonmac- naught, the party which espoused the cause of Fed- 
iiois8,MS.}{,r^ immediately assemblaJ, in full confidence that 
their chieftain would now receive effectual support. 
But the shattered remains of a disgraced and dis- 
comfited 
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comfit^ army could but enable them to make a pre* 
dator^ war upon their antagonist, and to aggravate 
the distresses of the province, already worn out by 
pestilence and famine; till the arrival of Sir John 
Bermipgham, a valiant and distinguished comman- 
der, with a select body of English forces, enabled 
Fedlim to meet his rival in the field. An engage^ 
ment^ which ended in the total defeat and death of 
Roderie, reinstated Fedlim in his possessions, as weU 
as in the dignity of an Irish prince : and as gratitude 
bad no place in his mind) the very first use made of 
bis re-establishment, was to declare openly and zea- 
lously in favor ^ the Scottish interest, and to draW% 
the sword against his deliverers. The e]^ample was 
imtantl^fQllowed by O'Brien of Thomond, and other 
Irish chieftains of Munster and Meath. Industri- 
ous agents were every where employed to foment 
the spirit of insurrection. The clergy extolled 
Bruce a» the protector and deliverer of their court- 
try ; inveighed bitterly against the English goveruT 
ment, and exhorted the ignorant laity to take up 
arms against the enemies of the church and the op- 
pressors of the people. To improve these favora- 
ble impressions, Edward Bruce was solemnly crown- 
ed at Dundalk. To enable him to support his^^^*"** 
dignity,, hiis brother Robert landed in Ireland with 
a powerful army ; and although the general dearth 
axid severity of the season obliged him to return 
before he could perform any distinguished service?, 
yet that part of his forces which he left behind was 
no inconsiderable reinforcement to his brother ; and 
was still further encreased by a conflux of discon- 
tented Irish, together with numbers of degenerate 
j&^^ish, and among these the Lacies and their nu^ 
merous followers. . The town of Carrickfergus, Camb. 
whidhi had long supported the most vigorous assaults 
of the Scottish troops, and patiently endured tha 
laost afflicting want and distress, now surrendered 
tp Bruce ; who quitting his desolated quarters in the 
remoter districts of Ulster^ marched southward with 
^ ' ^ • ^ a bar- 
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abarbarous army^ enflamed to madness by the violent 
cravings of nature^ and prepared to glut their frantic 
malice^ and allay the rage of hunger by the bloodiest 
hostilities and most ruthless depredations. 

In the mean time the English lords^ alarmed at 
.the danger of tlieir own lands aud possessions^ as 
well as that of the realm, proceeded to the most 
effectual measures in their power to repel the inva- 
sions with which they were threatened, both from 
Connaught and from Ulster. Amidst the treache- 
rous revolts of many English subjects, and some of 
considerable note, the allegiance of all became in 

Rym.tiifcSome degree suspicious. Several of the most dis- 

p. 640. tinguished lords had therefore entered into ^n asso- 
ciation to support the interests of king Edward with 
their lives ana fortunes, and gave hostages to Ho- 
tham, his commissioner, as a surety for their faith 
and allegiance. To enliven and propagate this 
spirit of loyalty, the royal favor was extended to 
the most deseiTingand distinguished amongst them. 

^^^- John Fitz-Thomas, baron of O'Phaly, was created 

• , earl of Kildare ; lord Edmond Butler received the 

title of earl of Carrick. The chiefs of the noble 

^^^ houses of Desmond an^ Kildare exerted themselves 
' with particular vigor, and took a principal part in 
the conduct of the war, and the provisions necessary 
for the public defence. At the same time that 
they made such preparations as were in their power^ 
to repel the irruptions of the Scots, an army was 
detached into Connaught, under the command of 
William De Burgo, brother to the earl of Ulster., 
and Richard De Bermingham, to chastise the inso- 
lence of Fedlim O'Connor. This chieftain had 
seconded the efforts of Edward Bruce, by many 

spirited irruptions on the English settlements; 

Cloaaiac. Stephen of Exeter, Milo Cogan, William Pender- 

iioi«e.MS.^ast, John Staunton, and other gallant knights, 
nad been surprised and slain in. his incursions. But 
he soon found himself encountered by an army 
which required all his power and vigor to with^ 

stand. 
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stand. His forces were collected: and^ with the 
spirit of a warlike young chieftain^ he marched 
ag^ainst his formidable invaders. The contending 
parties met near the town of Athunree, where a 
desperate engagement was at length determined in 
Favor of the English army; and Pedlim ended 
his short career by falling upon the field of battle. 
The loss of the Irish in this action is magnified to 
eio^ht thousand men. And the number was cer- 
tainly considerable ; for even the Irish writers de- 
clare that no engagement had ever been so bloody 
and so decisive u*om the time of the first English 
invasion. 

The fall of his Irish confederate of Connaught 
seemed to have little influence on the operations of 
Edward Bruce, who proceeded in his enterprize, 
and continued his destructive progress, without re- 
straint or molestation, to the very walls of Dublin. 
Hither the earl of Ulster had retired; and in thisCamdM; 
timeof fear and suspicion, his former inactive and 
inglorious conduct added to the circumstance of his 
sister being married to Robert king of Scotland, 
raised such apprehensions of his secret disloyalty, 
that the chief magistrate of the city seized and im- 

f)risoned him ; nor could all the authority of Eng- 
ish govemitient immediately effect his enlargement. 
Bruce was now at hand, to encrease the terror and 
consternation of the citizens. They set fire to the 
suburbs with such precipitation, that their cathedral 
did not escape the fury of the flames; and retiring 
within their walls, made such preparations for a vi- 
gorous defence, that the Scottish prince deemed it 
expedient to turn aside towards the territory of Kil- 
dare; through which he marched with the most ter- 
rifying execution, under the direction of Walter De 
Lacy, vvho had, but just now, solemnly disavowed 
all connexion with the Scot, and renewed his oath 
of allegiance to the crown of England. He traversed 
the territory of Ossory, pierced into Munster, mnA 
.VoL.I, »M corf. 
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continued his ravages^ not like a jf^lant cronqueror, 
but a savage driven on furiously by hunger and ne- 
cessity. 

In this tiipe of distress and confusion^ the friends 
of English govemraent abandoned to their own re* 
Camh. sources^ in an exhausted country, surrounded by 
secret enemies, and every where harassed by petty 
depredations, could not without the utmost diffi- 
culty collect a force sufficient to stop the progress cit 
the Scot An army said to consist of thirty thou- 
sand, including a vast number of irregular, linpro* 
Vided, and ineffective men, was at length assembled 
at Kilkenny. The Geraldines, who bad now for- 
gotten all their private jealousies and contests with 
other noble families, prepared to march out against 
the ravager, when intelligence arrived that Rogi» 
Mortimer of Wigmore^ (a nobleman who, in right 
of his wife, claimed large possiessions in Meath, and 
who is said by some historians to have already taken 
'a part in the present war, and to have been defeated 
by Bruce,) had arrived at Youghal, with a train 
of about forty knights and their attendants, to take 
upon him the administration of govemment ; an^ 
was on bis march to join the main body. The mo- 
tions of his enemies were not unknown to Bruce ; 
who, conscious of his own real weakness, deter- 
mined to avoid an engagement. His only resource 
1 was to lead his harassed army back to Ulster. By 
forced marches they arrived in Meath, unmolested • 
and, halting for some days in the'neighbourhood of 
Trim, from thence proceeded to their northern quai^- 
ters. 

The English forces were unable to pursue the 
enemy through a desolated country to a^ remote cor- 
Ibid. ner of the island. The new governor therefore 
dismissed his army, repaired to Dublin, convened 
the nobles to deliberate on the measures lieceigfeary 
to be taken, and with their concurrence, prevailed 
on the magistrgiqy to release the earl'of Ulster fr6ih 
his confinement Theiice proceeding to Mealh^be 

endea* 



endeavoured to compose the disoixlers of this dis- 
trict, and particularly to reduce the proud ani ' re- , 
bellious family of De Lacy. They were formally 

* summoned to appear and defend themselves a^inst 
the charge of a treasonable intercourse with the 
king's enemies. But instead of abiding a judicial 
examination they treated the summons as an indig- 
nity to their grandeur, and slew the messenger by 
whom it wjas delivered. To revenge this outrage, 
their lands were invaded, ravaged, and seized, and 
they themselves driven for shelter into Connaught^ 
where they waited a favorable opportunity to unite 
once more with their Scottish ally. 

The chief employment of the governor wa^ 
now to repress the Irish insurgents of Leinster, to , 
regulate this province, to corriect the abuses of 
former administrations,, and. to apply the most effec- 
tual remedies in his power to the manifold distresses 
Which the English subjects had long exp^enced, as 
well as the Irish natives. The English interest 
seemed to revive under a spirited and well support- 
ed government, while tlie affairs of the invadeirs be- 
came every day more desperate. The sentence ofRjrmw. 
excommunication was thundered froiri the papal^ "'• P- 
chair against all the enemies of king Edward. Ro- 

.. Jbert and Edward Bruce were excommunicated by 
nanie. The same dreadful sentence was denounced 
against the . Irish clergy ot every order, who haa 
preached with so much zeal to excite their countryr 
tnen to insurrection. This interposition of the poiii 
tiff had been expected ; and to guard against it^ 
those Irish who had united with the Scots had the ; 
precaution to dispatch their eniisscorics to Rome with 
an affecting remonstfance pretsented in the name ofpoiduH. 
P'Nial,^ on the present state of their nation/ and Bullar. 
the cruel hardships they had lon^ endured from^^"*' 
Gnglish government. TPhey recited the conditions 
9n which Adrian had first permitted Henry the scr 
cbnd to enter into Ireland. Far from shewing the 
least attention to these, both he and his successors, 
they alleged^ had loaded the natives with unheard- 
. of 
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of afflictions and oppressions^ reducing them to a 
state of intolerable slavery : in which they had long 
remained without compassion or redress; till, no 
longer able to endure the severity of their sufferings, 
they had been forced to withdraw themselves front 
the dominion of England, and to invite another 
power to the government of their realm. And such 
was the effect of this remonstrance upon the pope, 
that soon afler the sentences of excommunication 
were promulffed, he transmitted it to king Edward, 
fittended with an earnest exhortation, to weigh the 
complaint, and to redress their grievances ; that so 
the Irish who had taken arms in favor of the 
Scottish prince might be induced to return to their 
alle^ance, or be left without excuse, should they 
persist in their revolt. 

This application doth not appear to have been 
attended, nor in the present state of things could it 
l>e attended with any immediate (Consequences. In 
the mean time the distresses of Edward Bruce, in 
his state of inactivie retirement, rose to a degree of 
Ruffering, horrible to be related. A country deso^ 
lated by famine, pestilence, and war, afforded no 
subsistence to his wretched followers. Every mi- 
serable provision for the necessities of life had been 
exhausted by their repeated excursions. They daily 
fell in great numbers, under the oppression of dij» 
ease and famine. Their carcasses, we are assured, 
became the subsistence of the wretched survivors. 
The hideous incident is related, not only without 
the least expression of sensibility, but with such 
SaeqA. hardened indifTerence, and a folly so provoking, 
^J^' that it is imputed as a judgment on their enormous; 
Ciynne. ^iflfe>^ce of ^J^ting meat in Lent. In those parts of 
MSS, the kingdom where agriculture had not been totally 
interrupted, the return of a fruitful season proved it 
Cw^tn. critical relief, and enabled the English to resume 
their military operations. A defeat which they had^ 
sustained in Thomond, and which had been attend^ 
^d with coi>si4eraWe loss, obliged them to take. 

yigoroqsi 
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vigorous measures to repair the misfortune, and to 
maintain their interest in this province. Their nor- 
thern enemies, however, were by no means ne- 
glected. On the return of Mortimer into England, 
the archbishops of .Cashel and of Dublin were sue* 
cessively deputed to the administration. This latter 
prelate assigned the command of the forces destined 
against the Scots to Sir John Bermingham, who 
inarched into Ulster with several distinguished offi- ^ 
cers in his train, iand about fifteen hundred chosen' 
troops. Bruce, after all his losses, had still an 
army more than double of this number; and weak- 
ened and disordered as they were, the romantic va- 
lor of their leader was still confident and violent. 
He is said to have received advice that his brother Buchan, 
Robert was on the point of coming to his assistance, 
and jealous of adniitting him to share his military 
honors, purposedly hastened his march to decide 
the contest by his ovm prowess. The two parties A. D. 
met near Durldalk ; the Scots and their associates, ^^^^* 
animated by the hopes of putting an happy end to 
their distresses, encouraged by the impetuous va- 
lor of their leader, and relying on their superior 
numbers, were impatient to encounter an enemy 
who had often fled before them. The Engli^ 
conducted by an able general, well provided and 
appointed^ were equally impatient to exterminate - 
those invaders who had so severely harassed and. 
distressed the whole nation, The prelate of Ar-, 
magh, a zejtlous partizan of the Enc^lish interests, 
went through their ranks, exhorting tUem to behave Camd«B. 
with due valor agq.lnst the enemies of their nation/ 
and the merciless ravagers of their possessions; dis-^ 
tributing his benedictions, and pronouncing abso- 
lution oh all those who should fall in a cause so jiist 
and honorable. The conflict was violent^ and* 
sustained on each side with equal bravery ; but at* 
length decided against the enfeebled northerns. T^he ^ 
body of Maupas, a brave English knight, who had 
rushed into the ranks to encounter Edward Bruco, 
'Was found stretched on that of bis antagpnist^ who 

luut 
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Bucfaan. had fallen by his arm. Robert Bruce arrived with 
his forces only to hear of the defeat of his unhappy 
I^b. brother, and instantly retired. The English leader 
g^**"- when he had first expelled 0*Nial, the chief sup- 
Bot. Tur» porter of the Scots, from his territory of Tirowen, 
Berm. ted back his victorious troops^ ' and soon after re- 
ceived the earldom of Louth, and manor of Ather- 
dee, as the reward of his distin^ished services. 

SycH was the event of this Scottish invasion ; an 
Qfiterprize rashly undertaken by an aspiring young 
prince, who for almost three yearis had pursued the 
wild scheme of his ambition, throufi^h danger and 
calamity, involving the nation which he sought to 

Sovem, in greater distress than a distressed and ^.f- 
icted nation had experienced for ages ; and closing 
the bloody rpll of those his madne^ had de^troyec^ 
by his own untimely end. Unhappily for Ireland, 
the calamities which this war had introduced, were 
of such a kind as could not cease with their imme- 
diate cause. The dismal effects of war, especially 
in a country circumstanced as Ireland was at this 
time, are not to be estimated solely by the trpops 
lost in battle, or the towns taken ; those which his- 
tory deigns not to record were yet ^lore afflicting 
apd extensive. The oppression cjxercised with im- 
punity in every particular district ; the depredatiQns 
every where committed among the mferior orders 
of the people, not by open enemies alone, but those 
who callea themselves frjends and protecjtors> and 
who justified their outrages by the plea of Iq^wfuj , 
authority ; their avarice and cruelty, their plunderr 
ings and massacres, wer^ still more ruinoijs than, the 
defeat of an army, or the loss of a city. The 
wretched sufferers had neither power to repiel, nor 
Uw tp restrain of vindicate their injuries. In times 
. of general commotiop, laws the most wisely framed 
ana most equitably administered, ar^ but pf little 
ipoment. But now the very pource of public jus^ 
tjcewas corrupted and poisoned. The distinction 
maintained between the Irish foedary and the Eng* 

/ : 



fish subject, and the different modes of jurbdtction 
by which each was ffoverned, every day demon^ 
strated^ by its miserable eflfects^ the iniauity of those 
who had &vored this honid and inmtuated po^ 
licy. 

The murder of an Irishman was punishable onlyP«*yn. 
by a fine ; a slight restraint on the rage of insolence ^^j- 
and rapine; while the murder of an Englishman^' 
was a capital offence in the Irish native. On the 
tolher hand, the Englishman who robbed or plun- 
dered one of his own countrymen was condemned 
to death ; the Irishman convicted of the like crimes 
was remitted to his Brehon, who might allow him 
to compound for his offence : an indulgence which 
tempted numbers of disordered English to renounce 
flieir name and nation, to adopt the manners, and 
conform to the wretched polity of the natives ; and 
Jiroduced a dangerous relaxation atid abuse even in /, ' 

the English tribunafe. The judges, either by the ^ / '' "^ 
fwce of pernicious example, or from the necessity m^-^^^ ^(-^ 
of a distempered state, assumed an authority of com* ^^, ,,7< <* '■ 
pounding by fine even for the crimes of robbery > ^ * 
and h6micide • which encreased the number of de- / >v ^^^ '** 
linquents, and gave full scope to their lawless vio- L^> // w 
lence, confident that a sum of money could atone k.. /_ .^../^ 
for their excesses, and leave them at full liberty to / ' *^ V v 
wreak the bloodiest vengeance on their accusers. /? C^-'^^-^^-^U^ 

'This evil was so severely fdt during the Scottich war^, ^ 

that the Irish council i^resented the pernicious inno-» 
vation to the king of England, with all its dreadful 
consequences, earnestly petitioning that no pardon - 
or redemption for any munler or robberyof an Eng- 
lish subject should be granted, but in fhll pariia- 
ment ; and for this purpose particularljr, that a parli- 
ament should be held m Ireland once in every year. Coke 
And there is authority for asserting that an otdmancef.^*** 
wastndde in consequence of this application, and inj^j^ 
fiill compliance with the request. G. o. a 

BtTT Mrhatever salutary institutions itiight be or- p. 48. 
daitted^ a generai disinclination in the people to^bey 

them^ 
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them^ add too good grounds to hope for impiHiity in 
their neglect or resistance^ proved sufficient to de- 
feat their good effects. Such was the blind ra^e 
y/ith which the degenerate English rushed into the 
excesses of rapine^ that they renounced their rights 
as subjects/ at the imminent danger of their lives, 
which were thus rendered more precarious and de- 
fenceless; and even the Irish who, were denizened^ 
could not at once divest themselves of prejudice and 
habit. They were astonished to find that felony wasi 
to be punished capitally^ and absolutely refused obe-* 
Pr]rn. dience to so severe a jurisdiction. So that a special 
prdinance was made in the fourteenth year of Edward 
the second^ that all the Irish who had received^ or 
should receive charters of denization^ were for the 
future to be strictly obedient to the English laws in 
this particular instance. 

But neither a lawless disposition in the people to 
be governed, nor any irregular and partial execu- 
tion of justice in the ministers, who appear to have 
Rjiner, been at this time notoriously corrupt and insufficient^ 
^ "i. p- were the only evils which had arisen during the 
*** course of this unhappy war; for the support where- 
of as Davis observes, '^ the revenue of the land 
. *' was far too short, and yet no supply of treasure 
'^ was sent out of England." The compendious 
Irish method of quartering the soldiers on the inha- 
bitants, and leaving them to support themselves by 
arbitrary exactions, seemed to have been pointed 
out by the urgent occasion, was adopted .with ala- 
crity, and executed with rigor. Riot, rapinej. 
massacre, and all the tremendous effects of anardiy^, 
were the natural consequences. Every inconsidera^ 
' ble party, who under pretence of loyalty, received^ 
the lying's commission to repel the adversary in some 
particular district, became pestilent enemies to the 
inhabitants. Their properties, their lives, the chas- 
tity of their families, were all exposed lo barbarians^ 
who sought only to glut their brutal '^passions; and 
by their horrible excesses^ saith the annalist, pur- 
chased 



chased tbe curse of God and inan> Th'6 EnglishFrau 
freeholder abandoned his lands rather than ondure^^y^*^®* 
the burden of impositions intolerably severe^ attend-* j^g^^*^ 
ed with such dreadful circumstances of outrage : he 
ded to the haunts of the Irish insurgents^ connected 
and allied himself with these, learned their language 
and manners^ and marched out with them against 
the common enemy ; while his lands were resumed 
by the barbarous natives as their original and right« 
fiilproperty. 

The same method of arbitrary eitactions (orj)j^^ 
coyne and livery, as it was called) for the^ mam-< 
tenance of t}ie soldiery, was also adopted bj lords 
of considerable note and consequence; and particu- 
lai4y, began at this time to be exercised with great 
severity by Maurice Fitz-Thomas of Desmond* His 
ministers of rapine, in a short time, banished all the 
English settlers from the counties of Kerry, Lime^ 
rick, Cork, and Waterford; whose lands were 
seized by the followers of this lord, a mixed rab« 
bie, mostly of the Irish race, and all infected with 
ih6 most pernicious part of Irish manners; Des« 
mond himself, saith Sir John Davis, taking what 
scopes he best liked for his demesnes in every coun^- 
try, aiid reserving an Irish seigniory out of the rest. 
Possessions thus acquired could not be maintain- 
ed by the just and equitable law of England, whose 
sentence must have dispossessed the usurpers, and 
restored the rightful owners to their lands. Mau* 
rice and his partizans had therefore^ but on^ method 
to secure their present acquisitions, au utter renun- 
ciatidn of English law and g^ovemment. He dege- 
nerated into an Irish chieftain, and supported a Dar« 
barons state over all his followers : they soon united 
into one mass, English and Irish equally disdaining 
all salutary discipline and polity, and sinking intai 
the utmost rudeness of manners: knowing and v^-* 
kqowledging no other power but tliat ot their ira^ 
mediate chieftain. The pernicious exam^de-was 
followed by other Igrds : for the power and influ- 
ence thus acquired by Maurice was an enviable 
Vol. I. S N object, 



mSTORT OP IRELAND- K IC 

^ject/ Id various cjiiarters of the idand^ Uie more 
powerful <^ the English race, by the same arbitrary 
exactionB and oppressions, banished the inhabitants, 
and erected themselves into independ^it sovereigns. 
The discontented natives were thus encouraged to 
rise up in arms, even in the territories of Leinster, 
when the Engli^ settlers had been driven either in- 
to their native country, or to the Irish septs. The 
Pryim. only measure taken in tiie distFactions of Enelandj, 
Anim. jmj jji^ weakness of Irish government, was f£at of 
^' * enacting some futile ordinances against those impo« 
sitions which had been Uie cause of all this disorder, 
without power to enforce obedience. 

In a country where the English interest was thus 
SMisibly declining, one would imagine that few re** 
sources could be found or sought, ror the necessities 
ef England. Yet the weak and injudicious attempt 
cm Scotland in the year one IJiousand three hundred 
and twenty two, was made the pretence for calling 
off those iforces from Ireland which should have 
been employed against domestic enemies. And the 
pope, with a composed insensibility to the distresses 
of a distant country, granted to king Edward a 
tenth of all the English revenues in Irdand for two 
years. The laity were duly obedient, and \ed their 
troops into Scotland. The clei'gy were more re- 
fractory. They might have pleadM the general dis- 
tress o? their nation, and their own total inabiUry. 
But they had to deal with those who were not to be 
influenced by arguments of reason and equity. 
They had therefore recourse to evasion ; they de- 
mamied the pope's original bull; and as this was 
not produced, they refused to pay the subsidy. 

The disordered state of England^ which had en- 
eouraged this spirit of disobedience, and aggmvated, 
if hot originally occasioned all the distresses of Ire- 
land, ended at length in the nun o^ the weak and 
wretched Edward ; who m the extremity of dis- 
tress, made a fruitless effort to throw himself into 

the 
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the arms of his Irish subjects. Had he gained this 
island^ the horrible catastrophe of his death mig^ht 
have been prevented; and even his deposition at 
least suspended. But the triumph of his enemies 
was eomj^te. Among the articles of accusation 
urged a^inst the king, they insulted him with the 
loss of his dominions in Ireland^ as if this were not 
more justly chargeable to their own perfidy and 
rebellion. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

J^resenf disorders of Ireland similar to those of England. _. « , 
Attempt to establish a seat qf learning in Dublin^ • • • Dis* 
orders from malice and superstition • . • » State of Ireland on 
ike accession of Edmard the third. • • . Pride and conten* 
fion of the English families^ , • « Tfie king interposes r» « • 
Irish ofLeinsier petition for a general denization, • . . . but 
without effect* . , , Thej^ rise in arms under the leading of^ 
O^Brien , • ; « Their progress. , , , Their cruelty , • • .Re* 
pelled by fhe citizens of Wexford ^ « • ^ Maurice Fitz^ 
Thomas invited to serve against the Irish enemy ^ , • ^Cre-' 
cted earl of Desmond. . . . His exaction^ « • « • Jlis pozeer^ 
^ • , ^Pernicious grants (f palatinates . « • .O^Brien stilt in 
0rms. • , , Vigor of Sir Antony Lucy. • , , Secret abettors 
of the enemy seized. • • , William Bermingkam executed^ 
f • • , Edward dedares design ofusiting Jrebmd^ « . .Pre^ 
parationtfor his expedition. • , .His real purpose. • ^ .His 
expedition tp Scotland, t , • Treaties wiihthe Irish fnemy. . . ^ 
Assassination of the earl of Ulster. ^ « • Fatal consequemces of 
%his event. 1 1 ^Irruptions of Q'Nial^ , , .Mac-^WilUam 
...^Loyalty and zeal of the GeraUUnes^^ ^ ^Edward 
provoked at the disorders of Ireland. . . . .^ Rigorous 
fdkts. 9 ^ %All of Irish birfh disqualified to hold ojices. « • « 
Irish subjects dangerously incensed^ 9 • ^Sir John Morris 
thief governor despised .^. • .Qmcention of Kilkenny* . • ^ 
Spirited rtmonstr4fn(:e and petition to the throne favorably 
received. 

1 HE disorders of Ireland which had gradually 
encreased and extended through the English set^ 
tlements^ and been felt in all their severity fit>in 
the Scottish invasion, dispose us to regard the 
f oUectioii of inhabitant^ botli of the Endish and 
Irish race^ m remarkably barbarous beyond the ex-, 
ample of their coteinporaries in any other part of 
Europe. The gloomy prospect is not relieved by 
any great and striking objects^ by revol tions^ for 

reign 
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reign expeditions^ impdrtant victories, or extensire 
Conquests. The attention is painfully confined to 
the worst and most odious part of human conduct^ 
which in times of civility and refinement must be 
considered, and ought to be represented, with ab- 
horrence. But it must be observed, for it may be 
of use in guarding against national prejudice and 

Sartialities, that the internal disorders of England 
uring the same period were not only as grievous, 
but precisely of the same kind, and derived from 
the same sources with those which strike us so forci- 
hly in Ireland. 

The estate of an English baron was managed by 
hisbailifl^, and cultivated by his villains; its pro- 
duce was consumed in rustic hospitality by the baron 
and his officers; a number of idle^ retainers, ready 
for any mischief or disorder, were maintained by 
him : all who lived upon his estate were absolutely 
. at Us disposal. Instead of applying to courts of 
justice, he usually sought redress by open force and 
violence. The great nobility were a kind of inde- 
pendent potentates, who, if they submitted to any 
regulations at all, were less governed by the muni- 
inpaL iaw^ than by a rude species of the law of 
Jiations, 

This is the description of an admired EngiidiHume,T, 
historian : and if we were to delineate the manners^^v^^ 
of the most unrefined Irish septs, we might fiurlyP* ^^^ 
adopt the very same terms. Add to this the vices 
of the English nobility, which the same writer enu- 
merates, in the reign of Edward the third, the out- 
rageous and intolerable abuse of purveyance, the 
interruption of the course of law from grants of 
franchises and immunities, levying exorbitant fines. Ibid, p. 
unjust pardoning of criminals, confederacies fonned^^» ^^^ 
by great lords in mutual support of their iniquitv^ 
and the numb^fiess robberies, murders, andravishr 
•mentscDiomitted by their retainers ; and the whole 
^picture both of the English and the native inl^ibit<>f 
ants of Ireland, is exac^y delineated. ^ Their vices 
frere jpdioufi; but they were the yic^s of the time^ 

po^ 
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ibt the tfcesBes of sodm pecoliftrly odioiis indirida* 
als. These rushed forward with their n^gfabors in 
the course of corruption^ and were^ if possible^ less 
unpardonable^ as their teno^tatiens were stronger, 
and the goverainent they insulted less respectaUs. 
If a vigorous and renowned monarch could not yb* 
strain the excesses ot a licentious nobility, what 
should be expected from the weak and unsuppprted 
administration of an Irbh deputy ? ; 

I^^s^- SoMK few prelates of Ireland laboured^ with a 
AlanAIS.—jyjj. becoming their reverend functioii, to give a 
cneck to the vices and disorders of the realm^ by 
the introduction <^ that which in their days was 
erteemed civility, and that which was honored as 
learning^ Two successive archbishops of -Dublin 
had^ in the reign of Edward the second, laboured 
tp establish aa university in Dublin^ notoaly for the 
study of theolo^y^ but that of the crril ana caaca 
Iblw, then a fashionable part c^ literature in Ewoprl 
The pontificate to whicn they aj^lied aMde no dif- 
ficulty to grant their suit; and aichbi6ho|) Brieknor 
actually proceeded in the year thirteen hunAred and 
twenty to erect and model an academical body in 
this city, in which degrees were conferred, and 
studies so long continued^ that Edward the third 
enlaiged the original endowment^ and by^ special 
writ; granted his protection and safe-oooduct to Uie 
students^ thirty weight years after the first establish- 
ment of this seminary. But the penetraticm ctf its 
£;>undarwas not equal to bis zeal. He chose the 
most unfitvorable season for his uad^rtakio^, when 
every part of the island was remarkably distressed 
imd disordered. The institution languished for 
some years amidst commotion and anarchy, and at 
length expired. ^ 

, Akp at the very time, when this upricht and in* 
genuous prdbite was exiting himself mr the im-^ 
|uxyvement and r^nement ofnis country^ ibe cause 
of ignorance and barbarism was not without its 
a.bettors, even among his own order. Ri<&ard I^ed* 

red 
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red bishop of Osqlory^ a man of violent passions^ and 
a proud and vindictive^ spirit^ contrivM^ from what 
pnvate motive or provocation doth not appear, to 
raise such confusion in his diocese as soon engag^ 
the attention of the whole island. A woman of Excerpt 
some distinction, called Alice Ketler, with her son ex Ami, 
and some of her dependents, were i|,ccused of witch- ^^y**-^®- 
craftin his spiritual court. One or these dependents 
was condemned and executed ; the son confined in 
prison ; the lady, though the charge could not be 
clearly established agamst her, yet, on a new accu* 
sation of heresy, was tried, convicted, and condemn- 
ed to the flames. Arnold de la Poer, one of the 
magistrates of Kilkenny, who espoused the cause of 
these unhappy culprits, was also charged with heresy 
by the bishop : he appealed to the chief justice, the 
prior of Kilmainham, who countenaticed and pro« 
tected him : the insolent prelate instantly extended 
his accusation'to the justice, who now found it diffi- 
cult to secure himself; and left his wretched client de 
la Poer to expire in prison. A hew weapon was 
thus found to execute the private revenge of indi- 
viduals, and aggravate the public calamities. Here- 
sy was a word of horror, even to those who were 
every day breaking through the most sacred bonds 
of religion and humanity. The oppressor, the 
ravager, the murderer, was zealous to approve him- 
self a true son of the church, and to execute herCamn 
vengeance on all her enemies. Adam Duff, a man^'*™ 
of a considerable Irish family iii Leinster, was seized 
and burnt for heresy. His offence Was aggravated 
by a charge of horrid and senseless blasphemy ; just 
as Ketler had her sacramental wafer impressed with 
the devil's name, and an ointment to convert her 
staff into a witch's vehicle. At length, the mischief, 
thus spread abroad, reverted upon its author. The 
bishop of Ossory himself was by his metropolitan 
formally accused of heresy, and obliged to make a 
precipitate retreat, and to appeal to the apostolic see^ 
leaving^ his country free iirom the miserable conse- 

quenew. 
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quences of ^lly and superstition operating in favor 
of personal animosity and revenge. 
A. D. In the mean time, both the great lords of the 

1327. English race, and the Irish chieftains^ on the acces- 
sion of Edward the third, pursued their several 
schemes of private interest or ambition, without re- 
gard to the royal authoritv, much less to the dele* 
gated power of an Irish chief governor. Thomas 
^ Pitz-John, earl of Kildare, hM been constituted 

iv^pMb. ^^ justice of Ireland: and the first symptoms of 
* disorder appeared in the total negtect of his autho- 
rity, and the Insolent affectation of independence in 
several of the English lords. Kildare, with becom^ 
ing spirit, endeavoured to make them sensible of 
his authority ; and when his efforts were not suffi- 
ciently effectual, represented his situation to the 
king, and the distress to which he was exposed in 
his administration, by the insolence of some distin- 
lb. n ^gg guished subjects of the realm. This produced a 
letter from Edward to Maurice of Desmond, the 
earl of Louth, James Butler, Maurice Rochford, 
and John de la Pocr, strictlv enjoining them on their 
allegiance, and at their peril, to pay due obedience 
and submission to his chief govenior, and to con- 
cur with him in preservation of the general peace 
and interests of the crown. 

BtJT the royal mandate was of little moment when 
Maurice of Desmond had received a personal af- 
Ann. front. De la Pocr had presumed to call him in 
ClyA.MS. eon tempt the rymer, an ofience not to be ex? 
piated but by a bloody war. Maurice, with his 
associates, Butler and Bermingham, immediately 
took the field against de la Poer and his confederate 
de Burgo. In vain did Kildare interpose, remon- 
trate, summon them to appear before him, and to 
submit their contests to a judicial decision : their 
encounters were blooily, and their ravages exten- 
sive and severe. De la Poer, the aggressor, was 
soon defeated and driven from the kingdom^ and 
his lands and dependents, as welL-as those of his 
associates, exposed to all the rage of vindictive 

con- 
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querors. The king, who was informed of UieirRyner, 
violences, commanded thero^ on pain of forfeiture, ^ »^- 
to lay down their arms. The English inhabitants,^ *^^ 
alarmed at their destructive progress, fortified their 
towns, against them, and prepared to repel their in- 
roads. Shocked at the havoc which they them- 
selves had made, and dreading the consequences of 
the royal displeasure, and the resentment of their 
countrymen, they at length put an end to those 

hostilities, which, besides tiie immediate devastation, Camb. 
had also encouraged the Irish to rise up in arms, 
against a divided people and an insulted govern- 
ment. The old septs of Lieinster, under the con- 
duct of one of the family of Mac-Murchad, ex- 
tended their ravages even to the neighbourhood of 
Dublin : but by the provisions of the chief gover- 
nor were repelled, their chieftain taken prisoner, and 
the man who effected his escape condemned and 
executed : when the death of Kildare transferred 
the government to Roger Outlaw, prior of Kilmain- 
ham, who had been the Irish lord chancellor. 

The administration of this ecclesiastic was ha- 
norably distinguished by a reconciliation effected , 
between the great contending lords, de Burgho, de 
la Poer, the Geraldines, and Berminghams, which 
gave considerable strength to the English interest, 
and served to intimidate the Irish enemy of Leins- 
ten This unhappy people, wasted by their own 
follies and the oppression of their neighbours, 
smarting with the bad success of their late precipi- 
tate insurrections, and recalled to pacific measures 
by the union of the English lords, embraced the 
present season of general tranquillity to address 
themselves once more to the throne' of England, 
and petitioned that all those odious distinctions 
which had so long deluged the land with blood, Pry6iu 
should at len^h be abolished, that the Irish inha-Ajiim. 
bitiants should be admitted to the state and privi-P-^^^ 
leges of English subjects, without obliging indivi- 
duals to sue for special charters. The petition, as 
usual, was remitted to the chief governor Darcy, 

Vol. I. SO who 
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who had succeeded to th^ prior. He; was directed 
fo refer'^'to the Irish parliam^ftt; arid', as usua!], it 
.. . wa§ eithei'cljuid^sttflely defeated^ or openhr rejected. 
The i^eseritment of (he Msn naturally viprent, 
and now too jusfliy pr6voked^ broke out in an insur- 
rection projected with greater concert^ and executed 
' with more ylolenoe, than for some time had Been 
experienced. O'Brien, the chieftain of Thomond, 
Camd, ^as chosen leader of me insiirgents ;. and under his 
Cox. standard some powerful septs w Leinst^r determined 
to execute their vengeance. The rfarhe of war 
soon raged in ]Vleath^ in Munster, in the fairest 
English settlements of Leitister;' and ihe first sue- 
cesses of the Irish, which wefe not inconsiderable, 
inflamed their pride, even to the most oufrageous 
violence. In their triumphant progress, we are toM 
that they surrounded a church where about fourscore 
Pryn. persons of English race were assembled at their de- 
^^°^ votions : these wretches, too sensible of the cruelty 
of the enemy, and utterly hopeless of escaping their 
fury, petitioned ohly that th6 priest might be suflfer- 
ed to depart unmolested. But the merciless ruffians, 
instead of complying with this affectinof supplicati- 
on, were only provoked to make the pnest the very 
first object of their cruelty. The Host which he 
held fortli, in hopes that the awful object might 
have some influence upon their minds, was torti 
from hina, and spumed under foot; t^eir weapons 
were plunged in him, and the church with all the 
miserable people cooped up in it, destroyed by 

The horror conceived at such terrible executi- 
ons, drove those who were most exposed to the fury 
of these bajHbarians to an obstinate and desperate 
defence. The eitizens of Wexford had the crood 
fortune to repel fhem with considerable skudater, 
PaJk* *Bd.J*™f^ Butler, lately created eari of Ormond, was 
IIJ. not inacfiYe in defending his own territoty, and 
distressing and^ pursuing the insurgents. Tne lord 
justice himself was qbliged to take the field, and 

success* 
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successfully encoimjtgred the most dangerpus of the 
JLemster enemi^. But as the insurrection was too 
extensive, and the enemy too numerous for the 
forces of government and the well-affected lords to 
suppress^ Darcy was soon obliged to invite Maurice 
of 'j^smond to his assistance. He treated with him 
tts an'Irii^ chieftain, solicited him as an ally rather 
than ,^ a subgect, arid left him to conduct his own 
men, and to maintain them by his 'own methods of 
arbitrary exaction. An army, sajd to consist of ten Cox. 
tl^oi^sand, was. thus Raised against the Irish enemy: 
but the inconsiderable advantages which th es,e forces 
gained, by po meaps compensated the severe di&- 
treses which they jHflieted on. th.e best and most 
peace9.ble, of the English districts. Maurice exapt- 
fA his cqyne .and livery with a detestable violence 
and oppression, not only unrestrained, but with the 
tacit assent and connivance of a government utterly 
unprovided to pay or support his troops by any othpr 
e^pedi^nt. 

So necessary was ]\faurice Fitz-Thomas now bo- 
come to the support of governri^ent, and of conse- 
quence so much an object of the royal favor, that 
he w^ honored with the title of Earl of Des- 
]«oi^D^ and with this dignity received a confirmation 
of his royfil liberties in the county of K^erry; a a. IX 
daugerous ii)^trument of jmischief, by which his 13^9*;. 
^power ijad been already aggi'andized, and the rpyal 
authotity cop^derably weakened, by the exclusion 
of its miniisters from a district so extensive. To 
increase the. evil, in tjiisvery year, the ^arl of Or- 
mond procured a Jike grant of j-oyal liberties, and DaTuDw, 
converted his deipesnes of Tippera^y into a CQunty 
palatinate. Thus was the number <>f palatinates 
er^creasied to nine; Carl©w, Wexford, Kilkenny,* 
Kildare, and Leix, the portions of the five co-heir- 
esses, of tjie fan^ily of earl Marshal, those of Mealii 
and Ulster, and those of the earls of pesmiond ^nd 
Ormcmd. ''Those absolute palaffues rr\ade l)arohs • 
[^ ^ and knights ; exercised higji justice in all points, 
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" within their territories : erected courts for crimi- 
" nal and civil causes^ and for their own revenuea, 
" in the same form in which the king's courts were 
" established at Dublin; made their own judg^es^ 
'' seneschals^ sheriffs^ coroners^ and escheators: so 
'' that t)ie king's writs did not run in those coun- 
" ties^ which took up more than two parts of the 
English colonies^ but only in the church lands 
lying within the same^ which were called the 
;ro88E, wherein the king made a sheriff." From 
this detail of Sir John Davis, it is not difficult to 
account for the dangerous independence which the 
great lords affected^ for their enormous influence, 
and the proportionable weakness of government. 
The land was in effect parcelled out to a number 
of rival potentates, each zealous to ag^andize his 
own power, to mark his own superiority over his 
great neighbours, cold to the interests of the crown, 
and frequently not dii^leased at the weakness and 
distresses of a chief governor. 

In the mean time, O'Brien leader of the Irish 
insurgents, not yet subdued, found full employment 
both for the English councils convened to devise 
the means of reducing him, and for the troops sent 
out to oppose him. Deliberations were held, and 
armaments prepared ; but the leaders were divided, 
and their troops employed with little honor or ad- 
vantage. Sir Antony Lucy, an English knight ap- 
pointed to the government, was astonished and 
Bymer. provoked at the insolence of the Irish, and justly 
suspected that they must be secretly favored and 
abetted by some gr^ lords. He entered on his 
administration with a determined purpose to support 
the interests of his royal master, by a vigorous pro- 
secution of the enemy, and a spirited opposition to 
the insolence and insidious practices of his insincere 
adherents of the English race. He summoned a 
parliament to meet at Dublin : his order was ne- 
Cimk glected, and the assembly inconsiderable. It was 
Cqx. adjourned to Kilkenny ; and here the still decreasrog 

number 
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number' of attending members gave new occasiou 
of suspicion. Intelligence was received of some 
considerable havoc committed by the Irish. The 

fovernor imagining with good reason^ and con- 
rmed in his suspicion by sufficient evidence^ that 
the enemy was secretly encouraged by some lords of 
English race^ determined to stnke at the very root 
of such abuse. He seized the earl of Desmond, 
Mandeville^ Walter de Burgho and his brother, Wil- - 
liam and Walter Bermingham. The evidence 
against William Bermingham was full and forcible; 
be was condemned and executed : his brother es* 
caped only by his privilege as an ecclesiastic : Des- 
mond, who had been obliged to submit to this rigor« 
ous governor, after a long confinement was dis* 
charged on ^eat surety, and sent into England. 

The power even of the most active chief gover- 
nor could not have proved equal to -this impartial 
aid spirited execution of justice, and this vigorous 
opposition to the great lords, had not king Edward 
at this time discovered a more than ordinary atteur 
tion to his Irish interests, and declared his design of 
visiting the realm. Some salutary ordinances werePryno. 
transmitted, for the more regular and effectual exe- Aohiw 
cution of the English laws, in those particulars inP'^''* 
which they had been contravened, neglected, or cor- 
rupted by his officers and other subjects in Ireland. 
These were soon followed, in the nrst place, by a 
resumption of all Irish grants made in his reign 
during the power of Mortimer and his mother ; Rymer, 
and soon after, by a mandate to the earls of Ulster*- *J- 
and Ormond, Sir William and Sir Walter de Burgho, P' *^^- 
to repair to his court, in order to concert the mea- 
sures necessary for his voyage, and to attend him 
into Ireland. All those barons of the realm of 
England who enjoyed lands in Ireland were also 
summoned for the same purpose. And though thelb.p.607. 
term fixed for this expedition was prolonged, yet an^^P-^- 
order for arresting all ships in the ports of Ireland, 
and sending them to Holyhead for the convenience 
^of his passage, and another for impressing a number 
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rf Welsh infiintrj to attend him, seamed to indicate 
a settled purpose of complying Willi ^the desires of 
his paf Iktment^ and engaging in the re^hction df 

^ Ireland; a eountry where the Englisfe power.had as^ 

.yet obtained but a partial^ a precarious, and a dis* 
puted settlement. To confirm such expec^tion^, 
all those olBcers who had been conmiissroned to at- 
tend' the king's service in Ireland, were nowstric^y 
entoined to repair thither without any ejccuse; and 
* a lormiil order issued frr seafchijig the Jiing's re- 

CottoD. cords, to $ee what measure had been taken for the 
amendment of the Irish. 

BtJT all this was nothing more than a specious 
pretence fordemajTidittg supplies from- his parliahient, 
and a vejl for covering those designs, which^tbou^ 
less honorable or justifiable, jsuited better with.tnc 
ftmbitiotis ppirit of young Edward. The Irish had 
tiever been subdued ; nor was their country ip a 
•worse state than at the accession either of the king 
t>r his father. But Edward the second }md patiently 
.submitted to see the glorious acquisition of Scotlarip 
- wrested from him; and this loss seejned to be cpn- 
- firmed to his Sion by the ignominious peace c^iclud- 
' ' i ed by Mortimer. No sooner had this gallant prince 
* been emancipated from the influence of his mother 
and her fitvorite, than he resolved to ijmtate the 
vigor of his illustrious grandfa^hw, and in the firjjit 
place, torecover the dominion of Scotland. In de- 
spite of treaties and connexiojiis, he first spirited ujp 
Edward Baliol to assert the antiquated claims of his 
. family ; in.direcUy supported and assisted him ; seized 
Ae favorable moment to take advantage of his 
success ; and now, when his parliament had granted 
/a subsidy for the pacification of Ireland, and his 
-troops proyidqd for this service were ready to em- 
1>ark, the king at once cast off the mask, .which pro- 
bably had not concealed his real intentions from the 
most discerning, .and ordered these forces to. ms^reh 
to the frontiers of SQotlajid. It was ^angcro«s/ he 
-obs^ed, to leave the northern couirties. defenceless 

. while 



while their iiqighbaiir» were, in arms^. and at hi» ^ 
presence was neeessary in thi& quarter^^the Irish ex^ 
pedition must of course Ibe for some timesu^ien<h 
ed. Btis parliament acqiLiiescedi audv indulgently 
permitted' the enterprizing^. genius pf their monarch 
to take it^ free course: the battle o£ Hallidowor 
confirmed their favorable esxpectatioaso^hiscoov* < 
duct. 

Th«: only measure now taken for the peguIaUoiv^y''^- 
of Ireland, was that precarious and ingilorious oneof^ /J^s 
treating, with the adversaries of government,. The^W. 
prior of Kilmainham was commissioned to enter 
into such conventions with ^ all insurgents both of the .• : 
^ndUsh and Irish race, as he should judge most ex^ . J 
pecfient for the p^^cification . of the realm, and the 
honor and interest of his master. The great lords 
received orders to assist him by their advice and 
countenance ; and the sherifis of the' several couiv* 
ties and liberties were instructed, tliat the conferences 
to be held for this purpose ^ould be protectedj 
without damage or injury to any of the parties^ 
Thus were the turbulent and disaffected tai^nt their ' 
own real power, and the weakness^^and insufiicieBey^ 
of that govemmeni which attempted to controul 
^em. Insidioiis accommodations ¥^re readily eon* 
eluded ; and a number of se«et enemies admitted 
to the royal grace and favor, whose perverse dist^ 
positions were. thus cherished, instead of bein^ 
broken by a steady, firm, and rigorous authority. 

This injudicious condescension to tdbe enemies ^f^^^^J^* 
the English interestj was attended by an event ofciynjSfs. 
the utmost'danger and most pernicious consequences^ 
that of the death of William, earl of Ulster, whot 
was assassinated by his own perfidious servants al 
Carrickferffus. His countess, with her infant daugh-^ 
ter^ fled in me utmost constematioD into England, ^^fiR^ 
the vast demesnes of this illustrious family were leftp^^gf^^g 
without any sufficient defiender* By the law ^^remte, 
fin^Iand, the earl's lands should h%ve been seized^ 
Into the king's hands as guardian to the infant 

vrard: 
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ward : but Ihis law was of little force agamst the 
Tiolence of old claimants. The Northern sept of 
O'Nial, in whom all national animosities were re- 
Tived by this event, seized the occasion of recover- 
ing^ their antient power, rose suddenly in arms, 
passed the river Bann, and fell furiously upon the 
Eng^Iish settlers established by the family of de 
Burg^ho. Notwithstanding a brav^ and obstinate re« 
tistance, the persevering virulence of the Irish pre-r 
vailed in a course of time, so as to extirpate the 
English, at least to confine them within very narrow 
bounds. And their extensive possessions now par- 
Ihim. celled out among the conquerors, received the 
1^^ name of the Upper and Lower Clan-Hugh -boy; 
from their leader Hugh-boy 0*Nial. In Con- 
naught, 5ome younger branches of the family of de 
Burgho, intruded into the late earl's possessions; of 
whom, two the most powerful contrived to divide 
the great seigniory between them ; and conscious 
that the law of England must oppose this usurpa- 
tion, and defend the rightful claim of the young 
heiress, they at once rejected the English law, re-^ 
nounced their names, language, apparel, and man- 
ners, adopted those of the Irish, called themselves 
Mac-William Oughter, and Mac- William Eigh^ 
TER, that is, the Further , and the Nether Mac- fVil^ 
Mam, seduced their countrymen settled in this pro- 
vince, by their pernicious example, and from thence- 
forward transmitted their possessions in the course 
of tainistrv and gavel-kind. 

The chastisement inflicted by the chief gover- 
nor on the murderers of the earl of Ulster was but 
a slight consolation for the misfortunes that were 
fixreseen, and proved to be the consequences of this 
event. In proportion as the English were broken 
by invasion, or divided by faction, the old natives 
became more turbulent. Accommodations slightly 
made, were easily and carelesly violated ; and while 
the open enemy was in arms, the king's vicegerent 
had a number of private and insidious adversaries 
of the English race to controul and guard against. 



^sBMi. it vms fomiA oioessanr to njkH^ arid cofi-tJamfi. 
ine two of «he noM«^ houi^ <rf de la Poor Wcho-f^ ^ 
lasiPUz^Maiiriceof K<5rry, who atowed his atfach* 
ment to tlie Irish of Monster, wa^ made prisoner ^ 
by-fais kinsman Demiotid, and confined for life i. 
while Kildare, with equal vigilance and spirtt, chas- 
tiaed the violenoe of those who htid presumed to 
dfrtarb the peace of Leinster. ' 

Birr the rigorous measures now pttrsiied hy tang 
Edward senred to damp the fiseal of these tiobles, to 
eafiame discontents^ and extend divisiotlyet farther 
amon^ «dl the lords of English race, liie evils of t 

a distracted state, local fends and insurrections, vi- 
c4ence and ravage, Englishmen renouncing their al*' 
le^iance and revolting to the eftemy, the enemy 
strengthaiied, eml)oldened, and enabled to return' 
wkh dodble ftiry, and re-assume those settlertentrf- 
from wlwwce tney had formerly been driven, were; 
soon experienced in an alarming ileficiency ofre-^' 
venue, highly inconvenient to a prince Who Wow^ 
meditated his vast designs against France. ' Edward 
was necesMtated to seek every resource forsUpplyiti^ 
his exhausted finances* He depended fdr some aisf-^ 
sistance from Ireland: he was disafjj^oinie:^^' and' 
possessed as he was with the glittering objects 'bl^hift' 
ambition, the disappointment was received: with a* 
passionate impatimice. Not considering that his 
enormous schemes of conquest had been 1h(^ Ver^ 
means of diverting his attention from bis Irisl* hi- ' 
terests, and consequently the occasion of the dis- ; 
tresses of Ireland, and the disappointi^ents he fbere 
experienced^ he accused his servants artd ministers, 
and denounced the terror of bis resentment against ' 
all tfaqse whom he had employed in this kingdom. 
Conscious of his own power, and disdaining to at- 
tend to the passions, tempers, and prefudiices of hi^ ' 
subjects, in a country where his tnandate he* con- 
ceived more than sufficient' to* secure art immediate ' 
and implicit obc^enoc, he at onee i^esdlv^dou thli^ 
mostviffcntaiid aflfeMiwimeaWfes.^' >^^ • 

Vwa I. 2P Hr; 
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^3 *r|t T?W5s»ons of €(e^ ^im ^ Ui« cwwn, eitlwr m iiM 
' time or tbat of Im pr^idj^emon (^eeipi ibme wfaiek 
h»A tbe «ancliai| of ^ gn^t •ml) shoajbi be buU 
mid YOfd; Axul Uia^Mits siHetly levied without de- 
lay; jn con^d^cati<wi> ad hf^ eKpresMd it^ of bisne- 

|. . Qe^s|ti^ arising frpqo the war he was to maintain ii^- 
on the continent^ and otib^r ur^;ent af&inu HeaiGe 
h^ fiocee4»A to a more extenstve and vigoaxms re- 
s^mjgktipn pf aU jn*an48 made ocMt by hkn only^ bat 
by bvsi father ThpiK^ to the prior of KifaBaradham, 

Prynn. ^^9 ^^. admini^r^efd Us gorernmeBt with vijsor 

ut Mipr and fidelity, wer^ i^epiiieally motioned. The jus- 
tices of the kiipig's beach and common pleas. Mounts 
pes^mi and Bts^ot, were suddenly discharged ^om 
tbeir offices. £fe not only ditanissed Ashbimie, ano- 
tjier of his officers, but seized his estate. The dse* 
puty Mffis forliM4M^n. to gfmt or aUea any of the 
king's lands without a strict inquisitioii into their 
cirpi^taiNses and value. The treasurer of the ex<- 
o|ieq.aer^ who Maimed a pr^ilege to dispose of small 
sum^ withPMt voucher/ was not only pix&ifaited ior 
tike future, but ohUged to account fer such sums 
firom tht^ bej]ci^niB& of the present rei^n : he was fdr- 
biddi^ to teke rewards for indulging the king's 
d^l^lprs; he wa& abridged of the power of namiii^ 
8)iiqri&^ a power hitberto annexed to hia office: bis 
receipts of the king'$ rents were ordered to be open 
aii^ publyc: and to complete, (he scheme of mbr- 
mail^^ t<»0 deputy was directed to certify to the 
king in his ehaupety of England, the qualities, ser- 
^ viceft iepsb nurpber, and behaviour of all his of- 
fice^ in Ireland. Bqt th^ most offeisive and. severe 
of these ordinaoces was not to be compared with 
one which crowned the whole intemperate conduct 
of dr^ king, aod a£ford0d just ground o^ difis^&c- 
ti<Hi to a p^oplQ Q0nscious of their owa, atid 
thd. perils, of th^ ancestors;, and too power- 
ful, and. top fiaif remoRred from; the sdatiof roy- 
idty to conceal tbfeir indignafiolL . It is bea-« in- 

i aaried 
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at hui^, Hunt ior ^imtaap^^a^^ mi^ bii 

• jV His RE A S it appearetH to ua and our coim^ 
'^ cit. for many reasons^ tliat our seEivjce dmll thebet»- 
^^ ter and more profitably he conducted intii^said 
*"*" Ian4 by En^isn officers bavins revtouefi andpo9- 
*' sessions in £ngland^ than by JrisU pr ^iidishmMi 
^^ married and estated in, Ireland^ and witnoik any 
^' possessions in ourrealm of £!i^Iand ; we enjoin. yo% 
'^ tfiat you' diligently inform youi-self of all our pffi^ 
'^ cers greater or. lesser withm our taiid of Ifelanxl 
^/aforesaid ; and tihat all such officers benef}ced>>mar* 
^'^ ried and estated in the said land^ and> ba^in^^iio- 
'^ thing in England^ be removed from- dieiii ^^sea ; 
^^ iliat yoa place ajid substitute in their room othe^ 
'^ fit EngUsnmen^ having lands^. tenements and ben^r 
'^ fiees in Enaland^ and that you cause the said> ofiS«^ 
[* ces for the future to be executed by such £ing^is)i>- 
^'mcQ^ and none other^ any order of our3 to y^u 
'^ made in contrarywise notwithistanding," 

Thus^ were the descendants of those who* had 
orig}ua0!y gained the English acquisitions in Ire- 
land^ Who had laboured in a long course of j^ipful 
fijad piBrilous service to maintain thenii who daily ^ 
fiib^d their blood in the service of t£teir monarchy 
nfonounced indiscriminately to be dangerous^ and 
declared incapable of filling any ^ even themeanefit 
c£ppartment in administration/ The d^^neracy and ; 

dlsadection of a number of subjects of the English 
race^ considered in the most striking^ and ofiensiye 
view^ .couM onl^ hav^ warranted soma secret resf^u* 
tions^of entrustii^ the affairs ,of government cfanc^ 
io- others : but a Icfnmiy open, and j^neral sentetioe 
ofrd^8|ya^lafication> was equally miquitbus afadjm- 
l^ditia. A just prince could have been induced to 

it 



//'■ •■ 



qgp HisTOiiYoriinauND. b.li. 

it only by the s«sventot misreprectentttllcyrift ; nw can 
It be reconciled to the plainest diclittes of pnideo^^ 
unless we suppose that Edward had been made to 
re^id tfp0 cduntry and the ^pt^^e he tbw tseated^ 
' Wtih the most sovweign contempt* 

Box whatever representations he had receiyed, or 
conceptions he had formed of the old English liSia- 
bitants, they were too spirited to endnre the loss of 
their lands^ and their own personal indignities witti 
an abject resignation, Ttie late emigrants frooi 
England triumphed over the old race^ as if tbej 
bad ail forfeited their privileges, and were consoli- 
dated witb thoise Irish who had been reduced by 
Iheir ani)s. The old English^ on the other hand^ 
beheld the partia)ity s|iewn to those who boasted 
their English birth, with impatience and indtgnat|r 
on. Jealousy and dissension were thus excited among 
those who ^iU adhered to English ^ovepiment^ and 
toroved the mistaken policy of the king's procedmre, 
'The consequences were niore alarming as the injur- 
ed party of his Irish subjects ^ere Uie more pbwerr 
ful, of more extensive influence^ and better enabled 
. to support ^e interests of government^ or rath?|r 
absolutely necessaiy to the very existence of th^ 
royal authority in Ireland. Essentially injwed and 
wantonly insulted, they were spon'a^ated to that 
degree 6f ferment which threatens something violent 
and dangerous. The more powerful among them 
fomented the discontents of their inferiors; and 
where the interests of all were threatened, a com- 
mon cause and general dan^^er peadily disposed them 
to a triily formidable combination. Their violences 

payip. Wfere so dreaded, that the chief governor deemed 
ft necessvv to summon a parliament nt DubHn on 
this critical occasion. 
• T?|i? chief governor. Sir John Morris, was of 

/ ' no higher note or stiitioh than that of an English 

; / kniglit, and not distinguii^hed either by his fortune 

9]r abilities. And the lords he was to govern, re- 



gaiid«jil h Aot it%^the kft^ «if tiKite hiraltB tiiey bail 
sfdMi^iMd^ that the king's anthorky shouldbe d«le« 
gated- ^ so inferior a persoti. The spirited Geral* 
dines were particulariy irritated^ and espoused tfa^ 
caiKie of their brethren the old English with ex* 
Iraordinary zeal. Their numerous adherents S^^^ 
them consequence and po^er^ and their consequence 
and pow^r served to give countenance to these snA'- 
herents^ and encouraged them to an open and vio* 
lent avowal of their dissatisfactions. Del^mond^ too 

Eroud and pow^ul to be attacfefed to government 
y any other means but favor and flattery, flew 
through all his numerous partisans of the South, 
conferred with the nobility who were most attached 
to him, and practised with those cities and corpora- 
tions in which he had the greatest influence. Ktl- 
daire^ his kinanan and^ associate, was equally pro* 
V6k€^ and equally active and industrious. So that 
at the_time when the parlmment w^.s ^o yneet at 
jQi^^A^Morris was alarmed at the intellfgeviee b? 
an other indep^dent assembly mojve^numerous iemd 
T^gpectabk) convened by Desjcaoad^JfttJ^^^^ 
They stiled themselves the prelates, noblesT and 
commdns of the land, were the raore formidable as 
they BfhtteA to assemble peaceably, and prepared a 
remonstrance to be tran^nitted to the king. 

The only account which the English annaltHti 
have given of their transactions, is, * that by a'fewcam- 
short strictures they intimated the notorious insuffi-pion. 
dency of the present chief govemor> as wdl aa^^*- 

' hi9 

^Ify <Mr m«BBttff^« say these aBattHtts, they pfopoiffd the foUoir* 
in^ ifuestions to the king. 

How a iBa]in of war CQuld be governed by a man unskilful ia all 
'^arltke serviced 

How an officer under the king, who entered very poor, could in One 
^ear amass tDCvewinhli than men of lai|^ estates in many years? 
H<»w it. chtnoed, since they were all called lords of their own^ tha( 
* \ lord Qf them all was not the richer for them ? 
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i of the maiotj a|M the^dfii^MticiM ofljlbn-pidb* 
iKftue^ to the p^mioioiia eo«d«ct and o^uaeb 
iO kii^s Hiioi^terEL But ¥N$ hftve a |ietitum of 
IpTOvnQces of IrelaBd> logetih^t with the ldag> 
onMrexs,. amon^ the- close rolb of tht^'aixteM^jear 
of tfaia resg;n^ which seems p^retty evid^atly ta h«re 
beea the act o£ th is cooyeotaon at KiikeHay ; whieh 
Ma<>mhHfti^ frg tJift.fiir^^eia thift year, and wm too 
feiaroidohle to be des^ised^ or tp have thek refure^ 
aMtadima mased eFver in eontoiaftaoua sUea<^*. It 
ia aaid to he the aet of the prelateSi earfe^ faaffops^ 
and commoQs of the laiid^ without the usual additi«- 
$mmi: tinsir beii^ amembled in a parliameat hdd ai 
9fime partieular time and plaoe; and it ccmtaios 
each lK>ld aecusatioQa of the kiofi^s nunisteni. and 
auch ttiskiuatioQs ajg^nst the ehi^ gorenior htair 
aetf^ a$ soem not likdy to fume proeeed^fram aa 
assembly cooTened by his authority^ and pessiUy 
coasbtingp for the most paj?ti of thatiactioowhicn 
opposed the old En^ish settlers ; favoured^T and 
therefore influenced by the ^vemor. Bi|t» whece^ 
evor it was framed, the petition must aot.pass ea*- 
tirefy: inmotiped;^ as.it exhibits a distinct aadslrikr 
Jng* Yse^ of the ifi^ubtfittes^ iahadminirtaatliiniyagd 
the grieraoces which had. for some time^eniamed 
tlie:poiiliGLdisssntioQft aoid weakened ^e- intcies t» 
ofthecBossn. 

Thb pefe^jiomrs^ begin, withi representaag Ifeiettetai 
tiaglbQt el forii^catipqs and castles^ pi|4i««ilaii7 
Ihitae of the late earl of Ulster^ in Ulster and Con- 
naughty now in the king's custody> but abandoned 
b^' m» olSeerflb . ^ that imoie% tium* a- thisd -ppf ti^ of 
the landa conquered, by his royal: proeenitofar* wece 
regained by the Irish enemy : and oy their intecAence 
on the- one hand,, and the exeessea. of faSi aeifiriuiit^ 
on the otben hifi^ fiuthftd) subjeeta' aie* mdii0«d« to 
tlire^ utmost diistress. OlHet^ castl'es;v they*' ofaeai^e, 
had been lost By the corruption of tn&asttrtts'^wlio 
with4ield their just pay from the goremors and 

warders; 



muden; sometiinM, oUtseii tbem in tiveit* iteceaai^ 
ties to a^eeept sows small pkri ^thmt airears, tinti 
to give acquittance for ^e whc^ ; Mmetime^ mtb« 
slitated in weir place meanf and insufficient j^ers^nd; 
contented with any wages they were pleased to aX* 
low; sometimes appointed g^ernors to cashes ne« 
ver erected^ charging their iiitl pay^ and disbursinr 
but a trifling part : that the subject wad oppressed 
bv tfie exaction of victuals fiever paidl for^ and 
CMTK^d at their full value t^ the crown, as if daly 
pufcliaaed: that hofiMingd were frequently summon* 
ed by the chief governor without concurrmce df 
tike nobles, and nMmey accepted in Keu of perMHat 
service ; treaties made with the Irish, whieh ' left 
tbei» in possefifsion of- those lands they bed urifustly 
sriMd; tb# attempts of the subjects to regain 
iSnmttj 'plinllllied with fine and imprisonment ; par* 
tial tnicts made with the enemy, which, while one 
countiY %a6 secured, left them at liberty to infest 
tbe neighlM^nringf districts; the absence and foreign 
residence of those .who^ should defend their own 
hknds and seigniories, and contribule to the public 
aid and serviee; iHeguI seizures of the persons and 
prc^ieitiesof the Ehgli^ subjects. — All these, With 
VwioUii instances of corruption, oppression, and ex- 
tortion, in H^ king's servants, were urged plainly 
and tbrc4bly, as tbe just grounds of discontent. 

But chiefly, ancf wiUi particular warmth and ^ 
earnestness, they represent (o the Mug, tha* his 
EnglifAi Bul^ects of Ireland had been traduced and- 
mittnepresented to the throne, by those who had been 
sent fK>m Bngland to govern them; men, who 
came into the kingdom without knowledge of its 
state; circumstances, or interests ; whose sole ob* 
ject was to repair their shattered fortunes: too poc^' 
ti>sii^ort their state; much less to indulge th^ 
pissions> until they bad Med their coffers by extor^^* 
tioii' ta tihe great detriment and ' afftictionof nie pto-* 
pie: that, notwithstanding such mii^epresetittttions;; 
dit j^li^ish sttlneets e^^ ha^ ev^r adhered in 

/ . : : :-- ::..:: , loyai^ 
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layalty and ^l^wiee to the crown of Enj^faufid^ had 
maiatained the land for the kin^ and bis progenia 
tors, served frequently bofh ngainst the Iridi and 
their fore^ enemies^ and mostly at th^ o¥ra 
cbaii^es. 

'' As a reward of these services/' say the peti- 
tioners, '^ your progenitors. Sir, and you, have 
'^ granted by letters patent to diverse people of the 
'^ realm, lands, tenements, franchises, wards> mar- 
'' riages, and pardons of debts, which by virtue 
'' of such letters patent they have held in peacea- 
*^ ble possession ; till latdy that your minist»s by 
^ orders received from England, as they pretend,^ 
'' have resumed and taken into your hands what 
'' your progenitors. Sir, and you have so granted^ 
'f as well what was granted for good and ;reasona-i 
'' ble cause as otherwise ; and thSt contrary to the 
'' tenor and intent of the aforesaid ord^s, to en- 
'' damage oth^s for their own private emohunent. 
" Which things. Sir, seem to your li^;e sub^ts 
'' contrary to reason, as their ancestors and they 
'^ have well deserved, and do deserve^ by defending 
^' and maintaining, as much as in them lies, the. 
'' dominion, of the land to our use. For which, 
'' Sir^ may it please you to ordain that they be not 
'"^.ousted of their freeholds without beio^ called in- 
'^ to judgment, according to the provision of the. 
'^ Great Charter/ 

To the severalgrievances alleged, the answer^ of 
the king were now gracious and condescending; 
and particularly to this last article, he replied, that 
the grants of his progenitors should be restored, 
without diminution; that those made in his awn 
reign should also be delivered up on sufficient surety 
that they should be again surrendered, if on a legal 
ioquisition they were found resumable, as granted 
wiUiout just cause ; and that the pardons of debts 
diould be deemed valid, until the causes of such 
pardons should be duly tried. 

Such condescensions were at this time the more 
necessary, as Edward prepared for hi^ expedition 

mto 
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into France, and now 9exki his kttors to the officers 
of state in Ireland^ intimating tbat^ he had already 
a|^lied for succours to the principal lords of this 
kingdom^ directing them to treat with these lords, q^^^^ 
and to use their utmost diligence to prevail upont.r.p.393. 
them to lead or send their respeetive yaasals into 
iBretany wiith ajil posiBfible e^i^pec^^Qn. 
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CJIAP. V/ 

Admtm.strfftion of Ufford. • ^ ♦ ffiV rigorous treatment of the 
great Jhctious tordk. • • .J^esmonfi and Kitdare reduced and 
Imprisoned. • . • Sajri of Desmond escapes and Jlies • • » • 
Returns on the death of Vfford. . . .Is restored to favor. « • • 
Attendt the kingU service in France. • • • Earl of Kitdare 
* distinguished at the siege of Calais. . . .Irish parliament 
grants a subsidy. . . .Arrogance and sedition of an arch^ 
bishop of Cashel. • • .Integrity of Rokehy the lord deputy. 

• • • . He is succeeded by the earl of Desmond. . . . Restored 
by the deaih of the earl. . . . Ordinances for the regulation 
of the state of Ireland. . . .Provision against odious dis' 
Unctions between the subjects of this land. . . .against the 
gTQwing degeneracy of the English. . • • Subjects divided. 
....O^Brien and O^ Connor in arms.. .^.The couMry 
harassed. • • .Lord Lionel created chief governor of Irehmd. 

• • • .Preparations for Ms departure. . • .His forces. . . . 
His attendants. . . .His arrival in Ireland. • • .Prefudkes 
of Lord Lionel. . • .Heforbidstheold English to approdch 
bis camp .. .. Consequences of this order. . • • The Prince 
harassed by the Irish enemy. • • .Is in danger.. . . •Cor'- 
rects his error ^ and summons the old English to attend him. 
. . . .Gains some advantages. . • .A subsidy granted for 
his support. • • .Discipline of his troops^ . . .Duke of Cla- 
rence recalled. . . .Factions enjfamed by his conduct.. . . ♦ 
jfic returns to his government. . . . C ^jxcenes a parliament at 
^ilkennji . . . .O^ect and purpose of this assembly. . . . 

* Statute of Kilkenny. . , .Influence of this ordinance. . . . 
Administration of the earl of Desmond. .n^Heis succeeded 
by Sin William Windsore. • , .Measures taken against the 
Irish enemy. . . . Th^ir dangerous progress. « . .Instance 
of the abhorrence conceived of Ireland. . . .Misdemeanor 
alleged against Windsore. . . .He returns tothe government. 

.. . .Is unsuccessful. . . .Pensions paid to the Irish. « • • 
Representatives from the land of Ireland summoned to 

Westminster. . . .Answers to the king^s writs ^ %. .Gradual 

declension of the English interests 
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VtTHETH&tt the myal ktteiitkms hf the re* 
dr6» of grievances .wefe defeated by the ackmAktra^ Cammed. 
tion of tite Irkb ^vernmetirj om whethei" the ptiAe o^^vis. 
the (M nobility of EngUah race wa^ not Vet aatisfieil 
by b& eondeseension^ fectioti stiU eontimied; and 
those bom in Ireland ^ill retained their jeahifisie^ 
and disGoMeiits agi^n^t tlie more fayoiired part of 
their fellow-subjeete^ who had lately beeii> transmit- 
ted from En^afid; while the Irish septa of Ldinstery 
taking advanta^ ^ dissension^ rose^ as itsual^ in 
8^r»6> aad hsurassed the province, fidwardv by 
eonfiaing his aittention to the vast schemes which h6 
had formed a^iiist Prance^ had afieouratged, aad> 
now confribated to enopease Uiese disorders- w4iic^ 
required an active^ spirited and' vigorous> chief 
gevemor to suppress. 

Sm Ralph de VfSord, a man of this ver^r eh«ri^-^ 
ter^ was^ entrusted with the adfnikiistration> an^ 
passed into Irekuld> possessed with the utmost tiidigr'' 
nation both agadns^ the Irish insurgents and the 
diaootitented English ; which prompted him ti» exe-< 
cute his powers, not with zeal only, but with rigour* 
(le instantly comitianded the marchers, whose duty 
it was to guard' tiie English settlements from invasi* 
on, t<> repair each« to their i^espective stations, wfaidi 
they had been habituated to neglect ; he proclaiihed 
_ it in the highest degree penal to convey prorisions^ 
hojj«e», or arms to the enemy, and strictly enjoined^ 
agreeably to jhose ordinances which had frequentlji 
been repeated, and therefoi-e, we may conclude, i^ere 
frequently violated, that the king's lands should 
have but one war and one peace ; that wherever the 
attack was made, it should be considered as an iu" 
jury to all, and that all should instantly unite m 
one common cause^ and* to repel one common dan* 

Noa WAS the attention of Uflford confined to the 
suppression of Irish enemieiy. Pesmond^ the heai^ 
of the discontetited English, wns sammoned to at-i^ 
tend a parliament in Dublin^ as a test of his attach* 
ment to the kkig's government^ which he oftentimes 

affected 
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Excerpt affected to despise^ and to which he paid at most bu# 
gAon. a precarious and occasional obedience. The ^ari 
.^"' proudly -slighted the nfiandate^ asid summoned aw 
assembly of his ownatCallan^ independent of thi» 
English knight sent IJb govern mei^ of such superi- 
or dignity. Ufford, limi^ to his purpose^ ksued a 
royal proclaiination^ whereby the pobles and com- 
mons were forbiddcK at lAiew perrl fo attend thi» 
unlawful assembly; and to enforce this order^ eol*' 
lected his taoops^ mwched mCo* Munster asagainst 
a declared enemy^ possessed^ himself of tii^ earl'd 
lands; seized and executed some of hi» principal 
dependents vAm had most notoriously oiiended by 
their artiitrary exactions^ andf so* surprimf and ter- 
: rified this refractory ford by the v^our of his opera*^ 
tions^ that be thought k necessary to' submit^ offer*' 
^ ^ to abide^ a just and honorable trid^ for any 
disloyalty objected to him> andf found' severaf sureties 
of distinguished rank and character to answer for 
his appearance. TPhe earP of Kildare^ equally ob- 
noxious to the governor> W8» ib the nes£ place at-* 
tacked as a disaffected and rebeffiouis Sord, and with 
some dkBculty reduced, taken^, and imprisoned ; ta 
|>«vjv. ^e utter terror and confusion of those great lords 
of the English race^ who had' so long despised the 
ilreakness of government, and particularly of the 
earl of Desmond, who Was so shocked at the iiltre-v 
pid severity of Ufford, and, so conscions ofMsow]> 
irregular conduct, that he retired ii> dismay/ and left 
his sureties to answer for his ungenerous delault. 

The spirit of this chief governor might have 
pfoved' of considerable use m quelling the disobe- 
dient both of the Irish and English race r but hi* 
sudden death deprlTed his master of a meritorious 
servant, who had supported his interests and con- 
ducted his government with vigour and success; in* 
despite of opposition and popular odiutn. Sir Johri^ 
Morris his sliccessor, acted with greater lenity and 
condescension. He released Kifdare from prison ;• 
and when a violent insurrection in Ulster determined 
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the king to substitute Rogier Darcy firet> and after- F<rt. Tur. 
wards Walter De Bermingham in his room, Des-^*^"^- 
mond was again emboldened to appear and remon* 
strate against the wrongs he alleged to have re- 
eeiyed from UfiBDvd. Berminghatn vrarmly espoused 
his cause, and sec^t bifln into England t& seek redress 
from the ttHTOne. No season could have been moFcA. D. 
&vora1^ to bis application. Edward had formed ^^^^ 
his armament, and was now on the point of embark- 
ing on his glorious expedition int6 France. He 
bi^ two years before summoned this earl, with 
others of the great Englisb lords of Ireland, to at-^ 
tend bim with their powers. Desmond was appoint-Hym«r» 
ed to lead twenty men at armSj, and fifty hoblers *^ 
Kildare, the same numbers ; others were to furnish 
such a m»mber of each as suited the extent of their 
several possessions, so as to complete the number of 
pne hundred and ninety men at arms, and five 
hujidred hoblers. Whether this little band now 
attended, or that the king procured a greater force 
from Ireland, doth not appear from record ; but he 
v^as at least solicitous to engage Desmond in bis 
service, a nobleman of such extensive following., 
such powerful connexions, and so great popularity 
in Ireland. His complaints were received with the 
most gracious attention: he was assure^ of a speedy 
restoration of his lands : he was in the mean time "" 
.taken into the king's pay : he attended him with a 
considerable train into Prance ; and by the gracious 
manner of his reception, the earl of Kildare wa» 
afterwards induced to take the same part. In the 
winter after the victory of Crecy, we find a small 
number of the English nobility of Ireland again 
summoned to attend. the king's standard; and Kil- 
dare, particularly, was so distinguished by his valor 
at the siege of Calais,, that be received the honorQ^^pio„ 
of knighthood from the king's hand ; and retumedCox. 
to his country with that consequence naturally de- 
rived from the roval favor, and the brilliancy of . 
the service in whicahe had engaged. 

I^ 
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In die mean (kne^ the defence of tli^ En^Ksifa 
ritory agniost the perpetual incuraioiisaf tlie mAi, 
noL lor. mis not neglected oy the chief ^oreroor^ Morris 
B«a. and Benningfaam. We find them frequently com- 
miaaioning the 'principal English aettler» of the dif- 
ferent districta to raise forces^ to make war upon the 
enemy^ of to confer and treat with them^ as the 
public service might rei{uire. In order to temedy 
JJ^^j- the abuse of ewM and Ivoety, and to- relieve the airib- 
MS.TnD!j^t fi^>ft ^^ heay^ oj^pession of such demands^ i< 
Col. Dub. aad been resolved m a parliament held by Bferming^ 
ham at Kilkenny^ to grant a subsidy for maintenance' 
of the Irish war^ of two shillings from every caru^ 
^ate of land^ and two shillings in the pound fi^onr 
every subject whose personal fortune mnounted to 
six pounds. An incident which arose from thts^ 
grants marks the nature and efleot of tiiose national 
and party prejudices^ which the situation of thisr 
country^ neglected as it was^ and managed without 
sound policy or integrity^ naturally produced, 
p^ *® Ralph Kelly^ an Irishman^ just now- promoted 
^ Uib« to ^^ ^^ ^f Cashel^ who though he had swomalle* 
giance^ and received his temporalities from the king; 

Jet was possessed with all the vulgar prejudices of 
is countrymen^ and deemed it merit^ious iio em- 
barrass the administration <^ government^ deter- 
mined to give a vigorous oppontion to the levying 
this subsidy through his province: TPhe grants it 
seems extended to ecclesiastical persons^ and ^e* 
tenants of ecclesiastical lands He summoned his 
suffraffans of Limerick, Emir, and Lismore: and 
'^J^Jjjp^^- with Uieir concurrence, issued an ordinance that all 
beneficed clergymen who should presume to pay 
their allotied portion of this subsidy; were to be im- 
mediately deprived of their benefices, and declared 
incapable of holding any ecclesiastical benefice within 
the province ; and that all lay-tlsnaints on the eccle- 
siastical lands who should comply with the requisition 
ef MffilMnent^ were to be e^Kommiinicated, and 
their diildren disqualified ^ioisk enjo^ng imy^ eccle- 
siastical 
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jBJAstiral preferaienty even to the third geneiaAioii; 
jNor did tain bold edict satij^y the A^smig seal aqd 
violence of. the archbishop. He repaired to the 
ioym ol Cloumfi, m dll the state of hi« office, in the 
habity and with the attendance suited to ihe most • 

soAmnn exepcise of his function, %o as to strike the 
minds of the siqperstitious multitude with greater 
reverence. He publicly and soleniply denounced 
this sentence of excommunication on all those who 
paid^ imposed^ procu];ed, or in any manner eontri- 
bated to the exacting of this subsidy from any ct 
the persons or lands belonging to his church,, and 
on W iUiam Epworth, by nam^, the king's comtnissi* 
pner in the county of Tippenur^ for receiving it from 
the several collectors. An inmrmation was exhibit- 
ed against the prelate lor this offence. He dent- 
il the charge : he {beaded, that, by the great char- 
ter ffrantea by the crown to England and Ire* 
lanoj it was provided that the church both of Eng- 
land and Ipdand i^ould be free; that, by the same 
charter^ ii was ordained that those who infringed the 
immunities of the church should be ^im facto ex- 
communicated ; that he had but exercised his spiri* 
tual power, in consequence of this ordinance^ against 
those who violated the king's peace^ or levied mo- 
ney on the subject without his knowledge and as* 
aeqt ; and that Epworth in particular had been ex* 
communicated for revising canonical obedience to 
his ordinary. Both the archbishop and his suffra^ 
gans, however, were found guilty ; but though they 
repeatedly refused to appear in arrest of judgment, 
they seem to have been too powerful^' ana their 
cause too popqlar^ for the oSknce to receive its due 
imnishment. 

By the attention of the king to prohibit the great Rjmr. 
lords of Ireland from departing at their plewura 
fiom ih^ kin£ndomj to the utter desertion of their 
i^utieftand omees^ by the removal of ministen 
eiMier iuwfficient or comipt^ b«it» above aU^ by the 
^vor sbewp ta the earls of Desmond and KiUbve. 
^e piSMfe <JE the Siagli^h twr||orie9 wtts for some 
\ ^ time 
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1 time preserved, without any e:9[tensive or dangerous 
^ irruption ; and the king's <j[^ttties left'^to summon 
parliaments^ and devise means for correcting the 
abuses and degeneracy of the English inhafoifantsL 
Sir Thomas Rokeby, an English knight, who assum- 
ed the reins of government with an equity and intc- 
Caropiop. -jy mfiknown to many of his predecessors, applied 
himself to this necessary work with peculiar zeal ; 
and, by his own disinterested moderation, set a no- 
ble example to those lords who had been habituated 
to p)llage and oppress their inferiors. " I am served," 
said the honest Englishman, ^^ without parade or 
^' splendor; but let my dishes be wooden, rather 
'^ thaa my creditors unpaid." But stranger as he 
was to ihe circumstances of the country, and the 
Bm. Tur. pagg^Qns and interests of those he was to govern, 
^^' integrity ^nd disinterested zeal coul4 ^ot ^ve the 
due weight and consequence to his administratioB. 
The insurrections of thje Irish again grown so con- 
siderable as to occasion a general prodamation of 
the royeA service, whereby all the English smbjects 
in every i^uarter of the re^^lm were c^led to take 
arms against ^he common enemy, determined the 
king to entrust his Irish government to the earl of 
Desmond, now completely reinstated in his favor; 
and who by his connexions and dependencies, as 
well as by bis warlike disposition, seemed better 
calculated for governing in the present djsordere^ 
state of affairs, 
^^' His death, which happened soon after his pro? 
' • motion, restored Rokeby to the adijiinistration ; 
whose power was confined to the procuring usefiit 
ordinances of parliament, pointed chieflv against 
the degeneracy of the old l^nglish. The equity 
- of the crown shewed that attentioij to th^ ease and 
r «ecurity c^ the Irish subjects, which their own great 
I lords denied them. In all erroneous proceedings 
of their courts, they had hitherto been oblig^ to 
Prirn. seek redress in England ; but their own parlia- 
Anim. jfnents were now to take cognizance of all such 
P?W- osmttem^.and to decide the rights of the subjects, 

withQuI 
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without exposing them to unnecessary trouble and 
expence. Some other regulations for the better in- 
struction of the people, and preventing the incon- 
venience arising from the non-residence of their pas- 
tors, particulany in the diocese of Dublin, were* 
foUowed by a solemn ordinance for the regulation * 
both of church and state, and the more effectual 
execution of the English laws. They begin, as usu- Prjrn. 
ai> with a declaration that the liberties and immu- Anim. 
nities of the church shall be preserved inviolate, and P* ^®** 
proceed to point out the legal and regular method 
for adjusting the 'general interests and concern^ 
of the state. '' We will and command," saith the 
king, '' that our affairs, and those of our land.j. ^^ 
'' especially the great and arduous, shall be referred * ^^ ' 
'' to our councils, composed of skillful counsellors, 
^' prelates, nobles ana other discroiet and honest 
'' men, in those parts conti&pous to the placed 
^^ where such councils shall be field, and to be siun- 
'"^ moned for this purpose: but in PARUAMENt 
'' shall be, by our counsellors, prelates, nobles, and 
'^ others of the land aforesaid, agreeably to justice, 
^^ law, custom, and reason, faithfully treated, de- 
^' bated, discussed, and finally determined, without 
'^ fear, favor, hatred, bribe, or any sinister influ- 
" ence." '' By this ordinance,'' saith lord Coke,J^olc#, 
'^ the parliaments of Ireland are regulated accord-""** ^| 
'^ ing to the institution of England ; for before this 
•' time, the conventions in Ireland were hot so pro- 
'' perly parliaments, as assemblies of great men." 

Among several provisions for the execution of 
justice, the administration of government, and the 
protection of the rights- and liberties of the subject^ 
agreeably to the great charter, we find the fol- 
lowing article worthy of distinct notice, as it shews 
the present temper of the English subjects of Ire- 
land, and the real importance of those dissensions 
which had been raised and fomented among them. 

''Item, although the English born in Irekmd, 
'' as well as those bom in England, be true Eng- 

VoL. L 3R Ushmen, 
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" Ibhllieii^ liviofi under our dominion and sove^ 

'' reignty, and bound by the same laws^ rights, 

•f and customs^ yet various dissensions and mamte^ 

^' naijces have arisen among those of both races, on 

'^ aecount of national distinction, from whence some 

'' evils have arisen, and still greater are to be ap- 

^' piehended, unless a remedy be speedily appUedj 

f — Our pleasure is, and vre strictly enjoin, that our 

'' lord justice calling to him our chancellor and 

'' treasurer of Ireland, and such nobles as he shall 

" jtidge proper to be called from the nei^hbourioff 

f' districts^ where such dissensions have arisen, sbaU 

^' frequently, and as pften as need may be, dili- 

'^ gently enquire into such dissensions, maintenances^ 

r' and factions, and tfie names ojf those by whom 

'' they are supported, and causing due process to 

'' be made against the delinquents, shall, when con^ 

'' victed, punish thepi by imprisonment, fine or 

'' oth6r just method, as such dissensions manifestly 

^' tend to lead our liege people into sedition and 

f^ treason." 

But while the royal authority applied remedies 
to one disordelr, others were ever ready to break 
out, ai^d elude the insufficient endeavours of gor 
vemment. The old English indeed, hs),ted their 
newly arrived brethren; but their pride still pre- 
vented them from uniting with their brethren of 
Rot. Tur. tlie same race. They yrere ever read y to invade 
^^' and harass each other, so as to oblige the kin^ by 
frequent mandates to forbid their petty excursionsi, 
and to compose their brawls. The alliances which 
they formed with Irish families, and the partialities 
arisitfg from such connexions, introduced a number 
of secret enemies into the English settlements, ready 
to betray the people they consorted with, industri* 
ous to seduce the subject, and by secret insinuation^ 
OF the natural influence of constant and familiar in- 
tercourse to detach him from his countrymen, and 
to form his manners and affections by the Irish 
inodel. To guiyd against t}ie treacherouii subtilty 

of 
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of the Irish^ and (b cut off that dangerotls corres- ?«•;«• 

f)OTidence which the growing degeneracy of the Eng-^' ^^'^i^' 
ish had encoilraged, it was enjoined by royal man- ^' 
date, that no mere Irishman should be admitted in^ 
to any office or trust in any city, borough, or cat- 
tle, in the king's land:^ that no bishop or prior, 
under, the king's dominion and allegiance, should 
admit aijy-of this race to an ecclesiastical benefice, 
or into any religious house, an account of consangui-* 
nity, or dther pretence whatever. i3|alice and selr- 
interest were catefiil to take advantage of this order, 
and to extend it beyond the original mterrtion. T|ie 
denized Irish Were excluded from ecclesiastical pre- 
ferments, by virtue of the clause which directed 
that these should be conferred on English clerks. 
They had the spirit to apply to parliament for relief, 
and the success to obtain an explanation in favor of 
their rights. 

' Subjects divided, and discontented, engaged by 
their petty factions and competitions, could not 
even repel the aissaults of their common erieniy, 
much less recover those extensive tracts, from which 
they had been gradually ejected by the old natives. 
O'Nial from the North, 'O'Brien from the South, 
m^de dreadful inroads on the English settlements,, 
boasted their hostile intentions, watched every ad- 
vantage, and fomented and assisted the insurrections 
of other Irish chieftains. A perpetual state of war 
oppressed and wasted the country. A want of con- 
cert and union ' among the Irish prevented them 
from demolishing the whole fabric of English pow- 
er, by one general and decisive assault. On the 
other hand, the divisions and jealousies of the Eng- 
lish race, and the neglect of those, who, despising 
the country from whence they drew their revenues, 
absented themselves in England^ left the eneiny to 
harass those whom they could not subdue; and 
obliged the subject to maintain a number of idle 
guards and borderers, no less vexatious and oppres- 
sive than their invaders. 

Edward, 
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Edward who had been habituated to saccess and 

rlory; beheld these complicated disorders of hi$ 
rish dominions with impatience : and determined 
to pursue some vigorous measures^ both for subdu* 
ing the Irish^ and reforming his English subjects. 
Lord Lionel his second son, had been affianced in 
his tender years to Elizabeth^ daughter of the late 
earl of Ulster^ and claimed that eandom in right of 
his wife^ as well as the lordship of Connaugbt, with 
all the valuable and extensive domains annexed to 
ByMT. these titles. In all these districts, writs had for 
many years ran in the prince's name. But this was 
little more than a formal exercise of authority, not 
generally acknowledged or obeyed; as the Irislj 
chieftains of Connaught and Tirowen had repossessed 
themselves of the greatest part pf these lands which 
the late earl enjoyed, and were still labouring to ex- 
tirpate the remams of his English tenantry. The 
interest of his son, therefore, as well as the generi^l 
Rot Cui. welfare of the Irish dominions, determined Edward 
^' to consign the government of Ireland to Lionel, 
with such powers as might give >vei^ht and dignity 
to his admmistration, and such a force as might en- 
able him to carry on his military operations with 
Ryroer. vigor and success. With an earnestness and solem- 
^n^' nity which seemed the prelude to some great design, 
the king's writs were issued to all those nobles of 
England of either sex, who held lands in Ireland, 
summoning them to appear either in person or by 
proxy before the king and council, there to deli- 
berate on the measures necessary for the defence of 
this realm ; and in the mean time; to hold all the 
force they could command, in readiness, to attend 
^ his sou. A royal proclamation was also issued in 
the several counties of England, that all those of 
inferior rank who held lands in Ireland, should re- 
A*^5* pair thither to the prince's service. About fifteen 
X361. nundred men were thus collected. Lord Lionel 
the general^ was attended by Ralph earl of Stafford, 

James 
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Jamm earl4>f Ormond, Sir John Carew, Sir Willi- 
am Windsore^ and other knig^bts and leaders of dis- 
tinction. 

: This troop, inconsiderable as it may be deemed 
in these times, yet if duly reinforced and support-^, 
ed by the great lords of Ireland, might have prored 
of considerable service in repelling and subdmng the 
Irish insurgents. But lord Lionel passed into Ire- 
land with aU those unhappy prepossessions and false 
ideas which interested dependents are careful to in- 
fuse into the unguarded minds of princes. Such 
aggravated representations had been made of the 
degeneracy of the old English settlers, that he learn- 
ed to regard the whole race indiscriminately, as un- 
worthy of his confidence, and utterly disaffected to 
his father's interests and government. He waS sur- 
rounded by the faction of English birth ; he' listen- 
ed to their suggestions; adopted their Passions ;^^^ 
and by a proclamation dictated by the utmost vio- j^pch. 
lence of pride and prejudice, strictly forbad all theTur. 
old English, or any of the king's subjects of Irish ^^^ 
birth to approach his camp. Thus he offended 
and insulted the most powerful party in the realm ; 
who, while they justly clamoured against this unge- 
nerous return to the services of their ancestors, and 
their own, at the same time derided the infatuated 
policy, which deprived their new governor of the 
only assistance which might give the least prospect 
of success to his operations. 

The prince was thus left with those of Eng- 
lish birth, to traverse a strange country, without ad- 
vice or direction ; and to attack an enemy . whose 
character and manner of war were entirely unknown , 
As the reduction of the northern province was of 
too much consequence to be undertaken until Lein- 
ster should be first secured against the insurgents of 
the jSouth, the prince first determined to quell the 
ravagers of the English province, and bent his 
force against the chidOtain of Thomond, their prin- 
cipal supporter. He marched forward without guid- 
ance' 
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Ancc or intelligence. The enemy hovered about 
hiscainp^ suddenly disappeared, ^nd again renewed 
their desultory assaults. His men were perplexed, 
^ and their process slow. One of his advanced par- 
^ties was surprized and attacked with such success, 
that a considerable number fell upon the field of ac- 
tion. To enerease this mortificatibn, numbers of 
his soldiers deserted to the eAemy. Incidents so 
alarming roused the prince from his error : and if 
not too generous, he was at least in too imminent 
danger to delay the correction of it for a moment. 
The old English were invited and required by pro- 
R mer clamation to attend his standard; while his father, 
t. vi. p! by a second proclamation, in which the perilous si- 
350. tuation of loixl Lionel was minutely described, com- 
manded all those nobles of the English nation, who 
had not obeyed his former order^ to repair without 
delay to Ireland, and join the prince's troops, on 
pain of forfeiture of all their lands and possessions, 
TThe invitation to the subjects of Ireland, of the old 
English race, had a speedier and more salutary ef- 
Camb. £g^j They resorted m great numbers to the duke 
of Clarence, (for this title had been now conferred 
on lord Lionel) and by their assistance he gained 
considerable advantages over the enemy, so as in a 
great measure to break the spirit and power of 
O'Brien. 

He relumed, after some successful expeditions 
of less moment than his flatterers ascribed to them ; 
and resuming the seat of government in the triumph 
of a conqueror, conferred the honor of knight- 
hood on several of his followers. Such favorable 
sentiments were conceived of his administration, and 
such sanguine expectations of his success against the 
j^ Irish enemy, that (he king's subjects, both laity and 
Cane H. clergy, granted him two years^ value of their reve- 
nues to maintain the war: a liberality the more 
chearfully displayed, as his forces had ever been 
'Cpjj retained within the strictest rules of discipline, vvith^ 
out burdening the people by thoBe arbitral^ exactions 

which 
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which had usually been practised for the maintfe^ 
nance of i^rmies. 

The duke vras however soon recalled into Eng- 
)9,nd> and left those factions which his own weak con- 
4uct had contributed to enflame funcng the subjects 
of Ireland^ to raise the most dangerous dissensions, 
English by birth, and English by race, were be- 
come terms of odious distmction ; and every day^ 
jiroduced violences, which gradually became con- 
siderable enou^b> to require the immediate interpo- 
sition of the kmg. Me commanded that no Eng-RyTn«r, 
lish subject bom in England, or ii^ Ireland, sltould^ ^^P- 
make or cause dissension, raise debate, or contume-^^'p 
ly, under the penalty of imprisonment fof two years. i364. 

Cjlahekce was succeeded by the earl of Ormond, 
who again resigned to the duke : and he as sudden- ^ 
ly left the admmistration to Sir Thomas Dale, an 
English luiigh^; of too little consequence to suppress 
the dissensions of the Eng^lish, much less to unite 
^eni in any service of real moment. So that in 
the year 1367, Clarence was once more sent over 
Jo stem the torrent of corruption and disorder, by 
the authority of his station. Experience had con? 
yinced him that the effectual reduction of the Irish 
enemy was an arduous task, neither to be under- 
taken precipitately, nor executed without peril, 
even }f the situation of England ^ould allow }\iin a 
force adequate to siiph an attempt. He was by this 
time too well acquainted with the circumstances of 
the counti-y in which he governed, not to see and 
know that the first object of his c^re should be the 
reformation of the English settlers. And to this 
great work he applied with zeal and diligence. 
^ A PARLIAMENT was summoucd to meet at Kil- 
kenny, and proved a more respect9,ble and nume- 
rous assembly than hafi hitherto been convened in 
Ireland. The prelates of Dublin, Cashel, Tuam, 
Lismore, Wateiford, Killallpe, Ossory, Leighlin, 
Cloyne, obeyed the summons of'the king's son. 
The temporal peers and commons cfaearmlly at- 
^nded. Bbth estates sat together: and the result 

of 
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of their deliberaticrns was that ordinance, known in 
Ireland by the name of the Statute of Kilkenny! 
¥^\ The preamble of this statute recites, with a de- 
Q ^ cision not without colour, but yet too general and 
tm^ fol indiscriminate, that the En^idi of the realm of ire- 
I. land, before the arrival o? the duke of Clarence, 

were become mere Irish in their iangua^, names^ 
apparel, and manner of living; had rejected the 
r English laws, and submitted to those of the Irish, 

with whom they had united by marriage-alliance, to 
the ruin of the general weal. — — It was therefore 
enacted, that marriage, nurture of infants, and gos- 
«pred with the Irish, should be considered and 
punished as high-treason. — Again, if any man of 
English race shall use an Irish name, the Irish lan- 
guage, or (he Irish apparel, or any mode or custom 
of the Irish, the act provides that he shall forfeit 
lands and tenements^ until he hath ^ven security in 
the court of chancery, to conform m every particu- 
lar to the English manners ;- or, if he have no lands, 
that he shall be imprisoned until the like security be 
given. — ^The Brehon law was pronounced, (and 
iustly) to be a pernicious custom and innovation 
lately, introdoceo among the Englii^ subjects. It 
was therefore ordained that in all their controversies 
they should be governed by the common law of 
England; and that whoever should submit to the 
Irish Jurisdiction, was to be adjudged guilty of high- 
treason.— As the English had been accustomed to 
make war and peace with the bordering enemy at 
their pleasure, they, were liow expressly prohibited 
from levying war upon the Irish, without special 
warrant from the state. — It was also made highly 
penal to the English, to permit their Irish neighr 
Dours to graze their lands, to present them to ec- 
clesiastical benefices, or to receive them into monas^ 
teries or religious houses ; to entertain their bards, 
who perverted their imaginations by romantic tales; 
or their neM^s-tellers, who seduced them by false re- 
ports.?— Jt was mad^ felony to impose or cess any 

forces 
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forces upon Ae Eir^ish subject against bis will. And 
as-tke royal liberties and franehises were betome 
sanctuaries for malefactors, express pdweif was given 
to the king^ i^driii^ to enter into all franchiseis^, and 
tbereto^aj^rehend felons or triitors. * Lastly, be- 
cause 'the ^eat lords, when thfey ievied forces foi* 
the 'public service,} acted with partiality, aiid laid 
tinequal' burdens- upon the subjects, it was ordaitf-^ 
ed; that; four 'Wardens of • the pfeace in every coonty 
should adjudge whsKt men aind armour every lord or 
tenant^hoiiixf provide. The statute was promul^ed 
MLith{!»tirticular/8oiomnity; and thfe s|)iritual lords^ 
the better to enforce, obedience; denounced an ex- 
communication on thbse who should presume to 
violate it in any instance. 

- Such were the institutions of this aissembly, quot- 
ed in Ireland with reverence, confirmed and re-^ 
hewed in a6ter*tiknes/ as of most salutary influence. 
The attention - of Clarence and his counsellors wa^ 
evidently confined to the reformation of the king's 
English subjects df Ireland. Among these, and . 
these only, the Brehon tew was a lewd ^us^oivl 
CR£PT IN dF . LATER DAvs. They and they only 
were forbidden' to submit to its decisions. And hcj 
who asserts' that this statute was a formal abolitjioTi 
of the Brehbn jurisdiction in dvei*y part of Ireland^ 
should consider whatwrere the present circurastanc<e& 
of this kingdom'; and what the object and intenti-' 
on of the statute of Kitkenny j what authority Cla- 
rence or his father claimed, what pov«^er they pos- 
sessed, to give this edict such extensive force and / 
influence. Their parliament was not so absurd as 
to dictate laws to the southern and northeiti Irish^ 
the declared enemies of their authority, arid despe- 
rate invaders of their lands. Nor had ili&y equity 
or good policy to endeavour to root out the evil cus- 
toms of those Irish who submitted to (he English go- 
vemmenty and in their room to plant those salutary* 
inslltutionsby which they^thcmselves- were govemeq 
and defended. Extensive views, liberal sentiments. 
Vol. L 2 S and 
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and a ^enefous zeal for public happiness^ must have 
prbmpted (hem to some measures for conciliating 
the affections, as well as subduing^ the persons aim 
possessions of the Irish ; must have led them to de- 
monstrate that they were the protectors and bene- 
factors^ not the arbitrary masters of those Irish na- 
tives whcHn they held in subjection ; and to lx>n- 
vince the most obstinate insurcents^ that an honour- 
able submission to the king of England was the only 
means of rescuing them from the mis^ie» of their 
own petty factions and tyrannies ; a glorious ex- 
change of the rudeness^ the disorders^ ai)d distresses 
of anarchy^ for the peace^ the dignity, and the va- 
luable advantages of social and civil life. 

But pride and self-interest concurred in regard- 
ing and representing the Irish as a race utteny ir- 
reclaimable. The desperate resistance of the op* 
pressed, or the violences of national vanity /were 
readily mistaken for the outrages of a natural cruel- 
ty and barbarism. The task of reclaiming those 
natives might indeed have proved difBeuit: and 
what is not to be projected but by an exalted geni- 
us, nor executed but by vigour, abilities, prudence, 
and patience, a contracted mind and indolent spirit 
readily believe to be impossible, upon the crafty 
suggestions of those who are interested, or think 
themselves interested, to defeat the glorious design. 
The reign of a renowned monarch in England, and 
the presence of his son in Ireland, the husband of a 
lady of Irish birth, and of an illustrious family, an 
heiress of vast possessions, were circumstances highly 
&vourabl^ to a generous conciliating' scheme, whose 
apparent equity might warrant the addition of mili-. 
taiy vigour against the most desperate and abaii* 
doned. The opportunity was now lost; nor was it 
recovered for ages. 

Yet still the solemnity with which these laws 
were made and promulged, the severe penalties by 
which they were enforced, the presence of the royal 
governor, his laudable attention to preserve dis- 
cipline^ . 
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cipline^ and to prevent grievances within the sphere 
ot his authority^ had no inconsiderable effect. The 
old English were restrained^ and in some degree re- 
formed ; and the consequences appeared in the en- 
crease of the revenue^ and the suspension of those 
petty hostilities whicli the English lords had usually 
maintained against each other. But the wisest in-^ox, 
fititutions could have no permanent effect^ without 
an administration respectable by its strength^ and 
conducted with that vigour necessary to strike a last^ 
ing awe into the proiid and turbulent. *The^ had 
been too long halntuated to disregard authority^ to 
support their consequence by the terror of their tu- 
multuous followers^ and to decide their controver- 
sies in the field. On the departure therefore of the 
duke of Clarence, when the young earl of Desmond 
had been entrusted with the government, the state 
was once more embroiled by the violences of the 
family of Bermingham, which the new lord justice ' 
in vain endeavoured to suppress. He was obliged 
to treat with these ravagers as with a foreign power, 
and to end the brawl by a mutual exchange of pri- 
soners; while the Irish chieftains of Thomond fuid^ 
Ckmnjiught entered into a formidable confederacy, 
and threatened extensive and desperate hostilities. P*"!"- 
The alarming prospect determined king Edward to 
renew his oraers to all those who absented them- 
selves from their Irish lands, to repair to Ireland. 
A parliament was summoned to deliberate on the 
measures most effectual for the security of the king's 
Irish dominions; and Sir William Windsore, an 
English knight^ who had served under the duke of 
Clarence, was appointed the king's lieutenant. In 
the parliament which he convened at Kilkenny, a 
subsidy of three thousand pounds, and another of 
two thousand in a following session, were granted 
for support of the war against the Irish. 

But while this assembly was deliberating and 
providing, the forces of O'Brien and O'Connor 

were 
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were in tlie field, without any army to oppose them^ 
but such troops as the borderers and neighbouring 
lord^ of Miinster could collect iThet earl of Des- ♦ 
mond, particularly interested to secure his own 
lauds from depredG|,tion, wa^ the first to rise up 
against the enemy. « He encountered them near the 
monastery' of Mayo; ,l>ut his inferior- numbers; * 
hastily raised, and ill appointed, received a total de- 
feat. Their leader was slain, andr^ several of- hifr- 
noblest i&jliowers fell into the hands of the enemy. * 
The lieutenant, w^^^ military operationis had^as 
ye^ eifTected nothing more important 4hanthe^'re<- ' 
duction of some inconsiderable septs-ofLoinster, was 
determined by this intelligence to iead his forces in^ 
totheScmth. . >But the enemyy as*usilai> bad re- 
tired to theii- inaccessible, haimtSj when the victory 
wals obtained, and left Windsore td make war oh • 
some inferior chieftains, , The only service he could 

I)erform was that of forcing one of these t6 give • 
lostages, as a surety for keeping .4he peaoe with 
some neighbouring English settlements^, andtore^« * 
store sotne omaments- of which &e had- plundered 
their churches. To restrain these numerous insUiv i 
rccitions,,by which every part of» the English teiri-* . 
torjes was perpetually infested^ the influence not 
^ only of the powerful English, biit the well^affecte^ * 
Irish, was employed. Several of these were^n- - 
gaged and paid by the king, to watchv the motions • 
of their countrymen, and to oppose theii* violen-r* 

ces: '' ** - 

OiS the departure of Windsore, Maurice earl of 
Kildare succeeded to the administration of a. distem-- 
pered'and disordered state. So considerable waslhe' 
progress of the Irish natives, and sucb extensive- ^ 
yJV^* tracts had they recovewed fi'om the Ertglish settlera, - 
^^^ ' P* that the king was obliged to exonerate the* landd^ 
from scut2^ge which they had seized, ^.nd to direfct 
that those only should be charged with this servieei - ^ 
which hi$^ English subjects still retained in^actteiaL 
po^Siession. 'Such conceptions had been fonri^ ^f - 
^ ' the 
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the state of Ireland^ and the disorders of its^ inhabi- ' 
tsmts/that even they \vKo had rieceived Irish grants^ 
cduld' neither be pelrsuaded to rei3air thitl;er^ nor to 
setid^ any 'persons to the Custody, of their lands^ not- 
wfthstafidin'ff the reiterlated edicts of the king. The 
stitt ertc^easmg ttinuihs in the government of Sir 
Robert Ai&htoh/ succtessor to Kildare, served to en- 
crea^e^ the horror itrtd dfefesCatioh conceived of this 
country. "Theeyils of war and commptioa are, at 
a distance, generally delated with'pathetic force and 
aggraYAtfort : and prejudice and crx^dulity listen to . 
th* most'tttravagant representations. When Sir 
Richaixll^mbtidge, bilfe of the king's servants, and 
warden i6f th^ Gitiqiie Ports, had been appointed tOr 
th6 govemmcfritdf Ireland, he shuddered at theCoke* 
thought of 'ruling in a country overspread with bar-^^'^**' 
barous aitdiinalignant skvages! ' He refused to exe- 
cute his cOitimission i arid it was adjudged that this 
reftrtel ^iis strictly legal ; for, that residence in Ire* 
land, cvett in Ihe station assigned to him, was but 
an'hbnorabie exile; and that no man could liy law 
be forced to dcbaiidoh his couritry^ except in case of 
abfcrratibn foi- felony; or by act of parliaraent. 

The administration of Irish j2foverhinent . was 
therefore* again assigned to Sir Wiljiani Windsore. 
His former government had not been unimpeachqd. 
It had been represented to the king, that in a par Pryn. 
liarfietit held'by him in Dublin, a proposal had been^^"^*^- ?• 
made to grant a supply by certain duties highly op- 
pressive and injuribus to the subject ; that the pi;o- 
posal had* be^eti rejected ; that tl^e minority pre- 
sumed to asseihble sfeplarately, as if they were a re- 
guliip |]ld.rliamerit, arid imposed tliese duties for three 
years; aJndthdt Windsore, when thfs pretended act , 
Qanrre to' be enrolled,' altered the tenn by his own 
autKority,' arid made the grant perpetual. . But ^ 
' thoiigh'the king dir^ipted that this grievou? qh^arge 
shoum be exanrined, arid the injurious proceedings 
reversed, yet a misdemeanor, which indicated zeal 
for the king's service, was easily forgiven; and 

Windsore 
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Windsore was thought so necessary in the present 
state of Irish affairs^ that he was even allowed to 
dictate the conditions on which he would accept his 
office. He promised only the custody of the king's 
lands; not to make any offensive war, nor to reco- 
ver any of those districts which had been conquer- . 
ed by the Irish. He obtained a new order for the 
attendance and assistance of absentees; together 
with an annual appointment of eleven thousand two 
hundred pounds, to defray the charges of his ^o- 
vcrnment ; a sum which exceeded the whole Irish 
revenue. For we are assured by Sir John Davys, 
on the most accurate research, that the whole reve- 
fuie of the realm of Ireland, certain and casual, did 
not amount to ten thousand pounds annually, 
though the medium be taken from the best seven 
years, during the long reign ©f Edward the third. 
But neither the vigilance nor success of Sir Wil- 
liam Windsore corresponded with the expectations 
Froiasaru formed of his government. Par from repressing the 
neighbouring msurgents, he could not even procure 
the necessary information of their haunts, to which 
they retired after a successful inroad, and from 
whence they issued, on the prospect of executing 
some sudden scheme of violence with impunity. He 
found no means more effectual to secure the Eng- 
lish settlements, than to hire the Irish chieftains to 
oppose their countrymen. Pensions were ^ven to 
purchase their assistance, and to prevent their hosti- 
lities. When the stipulated price was at any time 
delayed, they instantly rose in arms with double 
fury, and forced a prompt payment from the king's 
exchequer. The same system was continued during 
the administration of the earl of Ormond, successor 
to Windsore. A precarious peace was thus pur- 
chased from the Irish, and perpetually violatea by 
their farthless and precipitate insurrections. 

Tom 
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This weak and disordered state of Irish govern- 
ment, gave rise to a transaction extraordinary, ^"^MS R 
for several reasons worthy of notice. It shall be re-Unson^m" 
lated for the present without comment or observarBib. BodL 
tion! The parliament of England grew uneasy un-^^^"* * 
der the burden of supporting the king's Irish do- ^ ^P' '^^ 
minions r they remonstrated; they solicited thatRot. Tur» 
strict enquiry should be made into the deficienciesBerm. 4», 
of the royal revenues in this realm. The king was^^ ^^^'' 
no less impatient to find anv part of the supplies 
destined to his military service, diverted to a pur- 
pose which he deemed of much less moment, the 
support of a disordered government in Ireland. An 
agent called Nicholas Dagworth, was dispatched 
inio this country. His instructions were to re-A. D. 
present the necessities of the crown, and the griev-isVft. 
ous deficiencies of tlie Irish revenue ; to convince 
the king's ministers of the necessity of exerting 
themselves for the interests of their royal master. It 
was particularly directed that an Irish parliament 
should be convened without delay, for the purpose 
of granting such a liberal subsidy, as should provide 
not only for the exigencies of their own state, but 
for the assistance of their sovereign in his foreign 
wars. The parliament was assembled; they plead- 
ed the poverty of the realm, and refused the sup- 
plies. Edward was provoked. He issued his writs 
of summons both to the clergy and laity. The 
bishops were commanded to chuse two of the clergy 
in each diocese ; the commons to chuse two laymen 
of each county, to represent the lords and commons 
of that county ; the cities and boroughs, in like 
manner, each to elect two citizens and burgesses. 
The assembly was directed to repair to the king in 
England, to treat, consult, and agree with him and 
his council, as well on the government of the land 
of Ireland, as the aid and support of the king's 
war. 

We have the answers of the archbishop of Ar- 
magh, and of the county of Dublin, to this sum- 
mons. 
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MS.Raw-nions^ distinctly recorded. "We are not bound/' 
hnson, ut gjiid the prelate, *' agreeably to the liberties, pri** 
^^' '' vileges, rights, laws and customs of the church 
^ " and land of Ireland, to elect any. of our clergy, 

"and to send them to any part of England for 
" the purpose of holding parliaments or.councUs in 
" England. Yet, on account of our reverence^o 
" our lord the king of England, and the now im- 
" niineht necessity of, the land aforesaid, saving to 
" us and to the lords and commons of the said land^ 
'' all riffht'^, privileges, liberties, laws, and <5Us-« 
" toms before-mentioned, we have elected, repre- 
" sentatives to repair to the king in England, ta 
" treat aiid consult with him and his council. Ex- 
" cept, however, that we do by on means -grant 
^' to oiir said representatives any power of assent^g. 
'^ to any burdens or subsidies to be imposed on^us 
*' or our clergy, to which we cannot yield by ria- 
*' son of our poverty and daily expence in defepcU. 
'* ing the laud against the Irish enemy. 'V 
Ibid. In like manner we find tlie county of Dublin aX 

first electing their representatives witnout power or 
authority to consent to the imposition of any bur- 
dens. The king complained of the election as in- 
sufTicient and irregular ; and the sheriff was di- . 
reeled to make another return in presence of tlie 
treasurer, and chief justice of the King's Bench. 
Difficulties were started, and delays contrived. 
^i length the nobles and commons '' unanimously 
" arid with one voice declare, that according to . 
'' the rights, privileges, liberties, laws, apd cus- 
" toms of the land of Ireland, enjoyed from tlie 
'\ time of the conquest of said land, they are not 
" bound to send any persons from the land of Ireland 
'' to the parliament or council of ppr lord the king in 
^^ England, to treat, consult, or agree with our lordthe 
^' king in England, as the WTit requires. Notwith- 
'' standing, on account of tjieir reverence, and the ne- 
*' cessity and present distress of the said land, they 
'' have elected representatives to repair to the king, 

'' and 



'' and, to trjp^t a,nd consult withliim »nd ,his qountitt; 
*' resemnff to themselves the poweir of yielflih^ 
^ or agre<^^ to fi,ny subsidies/' At the Wm? time 
*' protestingf^ ''that tjidr present com|jiianc^ is no(t 
'' hereaftpr to be takep ^n pr^udibe to the.riffht^ 
*' privilegies^ laws, and custofns, which the tord^ 
"and comtpons, from the ^in6 of ihe cbii^uept c^ 
'^ thpland of Ireland, have enjoyed, in pbtvs|idera:- 
*' tion.0f the various burdei^ which t|ie saii^' JoVds 
*• and .cominpns have borne,^nd still do b^ar, find 
'' vrihich !for the future .they cannot support— ^i>t 
'' Dominus Rex manum sucufi mdiui oppqn^ vo-^ 

What was thje result of this notal^le controversy 
between Edward and his sulijects of Ireland, or 
whether, 6r*l\ow far thejcitig's 'necessities were /sup- 
plied, we^are.not distinctly iptqriped. ^t only ap- 
pears that the Irish representatives sat at W^stn||in- 
ster, afid.tbat ttieir wagQs were leyie^ on the diopeses; 
counties, and boroji^hs, which Kad^c^hoSeti thejji: 
* iW.the mean time th6 state pf ^rish ,goyefpmen^ 
still continued to' be disordered and embroiled, '^he 
Eng^lish interest gradually declined ; and the con- 
nexions of the king's subjects with the original in- 
habitants, occasioned by their vicinity and necesisary - 
intercourse, in despite of all legal injunctions, ob- 
liged the king to relax the severity of the statutes Rot. Tur. 
of Kilkenny, in cases where they proved impracti-^®^Yi| 
cable, or oppressive in the execution. It was the * 

perverse fate of Ireland to suffer more from the 
most renowned than the weakest of English mo- 
narchs. Kings possessed with Vast schemes of fo- 
reign conauest, had little attention to those com- 
plicated disorders which required the utmost cir- 
cumspection to compose, and little leisure to apply 
the necessary remedies. Their Irish deputies, far 
from being equal to the momentous design, were 
generally too weak to subdue, and too prejudiced 
to^cof^ciliate the most offensive disturl^rs of the 
piibhc peace. The perpetual hostility in which 
the different parties lived, eflPeetually pi*v^nted the • 

Vol. L 2 T intro- 
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Sot Tttr. introduction of those lirts, which contribute to the 
Bd W* comfort and refinement of mankind. Even foreig^t 
merchants could not venture into so dangerous a 
country^ without particular letters of protection 
from tne throne. The pefpetnal succession of new 
adventurers from England, led by interest or neces- 
sity, served only to enflame dissension, instead of in- 
troducing any essential improvement. Lawyers sent 
from England were notoriously insufficient, if not 
corrupt ; and as such^ had frequently been the ob- 
jects of complaint. The meanness of the English 
clergy was only redeemed by their impEcit attach- 
ment to the crown. Even prelates were commonly 
made the inferior agents of government in collect- 
ing forces, and raising war against the Irish enemy ; 
but were not to be enticed into this service^ unless by 
lUd. remittances from the exchequer. Attendance in 
parliament they dreaded as the greatest hardship ; 
and either recurred to mean excuses to avert the 
penalty of absence, or sued to the king, to be ex- 
empted by patent from contributing or assenting to 
those laws^ bj which they were to begoveroied. 
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Dutreuf9 4^ Ireland ai the aeeemcn cf JRicbard ike second^ 
. • « .Measures devised to relieve them a « • .Edmund and 

, £oger Mortimer lords deputies . • • • Ireland infested by the 

French and Scots ^ « • .Philip De Courtney an oppressive 

governor. . • • £arl of Oxford created marquis of Dublin. 

. . 4 .Invested zciih the dominion of Ireland. . . .Supplied 

with money and forces. • • .Marches towards his govern* 

ment. « • .Returns to London. • « .Createdduke of Ireland. 

mm . .His disgrace, defeat^ and flight. « • .His lordship af 

Ireland' resumed. . . . Stanly and Ormond chief governors^ 

• . . .Maintesumce jtf the English power burdensome. 

. . . .Duke cf Gloucester prepares to undertake the admi* . 

snstration of Ireland. . . .Prevented by the king. . . .who 

resolves on an expedition into Ireland. « • .Motives of this 

expedition. • • .His arrived in Iftland. . . .His forces and 

attendants » • • « Expectations formedfrom his presence. . . • 

Terror and submissions of the Irish cki^ains . . . mTheir 

homage. « ^-^ Their stipulations. « • .The Irish chi^fiains en* 

iertained in Dublin. ... Their behaviour. . . .Their answer 

to the kingU offer to create them knights. . ...They arm 

knightedf and feasted^ • • • Truce granted to the degenerate 

English. « « ^Richard solicited to return to England. • • • . 

Hetommitsthe government of Ireland to the earl of Marche^ 

and embarks i. . .No real advantages derived from his ejr- 

pedition. • • .Insurrection ef tte Irish of Leihster. . • • 

Earl of Marche shin. • • .Richard resolves to avenge his 

death • « « , His fatal security • « • . His^ secondexpedition tn- 

to Ireland. . . . Weakness of his conduct. « • .2trt Mac* 

Murchad. . . .harasses the royal arniy.^ . . Their distress 

and dejection. . . .Richard retreats. • . .Parley of Mac^ 

Murchad. • • mHis interview with the duke of (Uoucester. 

. . . .His insolent overtures. • . .Resentment of Richard. 

... .Fatal intelligence received. • . .Richard betrayed, 

abandoned^ and deposed. . . ' 

' THE 
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JL HE death of Edward the thirds and the ac- 
cession of his youriff grand-son^ had no immediate 
effect upon the ammrs tff Ircloild. The Irish^ in 
tjie remote districts^ still continued their hostilities, 
^Ufcjlf flM B6^ stejpf^eJ Of re^vtititi, a^tmt par- 
iiSi^&x' fnteifttsf d'n-efcted; ^^^ Ktfl^ feSj^ect to- the 
Milk ot thiites: Thvetfsf s^Arffrfsift^ V^slstiM*, tad 
Itifk'^figf Ik^ £A;glisl^ Astrittd, tft^ foiteerf the in- 

^*^'*- ^abitan« to ifearf^fr th^ir l*h<te, of td hbfff ft^tti in 
fassala^^ fd the Irfefc ; 6d ^s trf eptteO^ thfepttWic 
grievance arising fegfri tie des^er tidn tffjcJ ife^gfferief itcy 
|f the Bnglisli,^ drid ^facJfiiltf id Colifirtfe the' rojral 
terHtories witfim narfowep' fcou'ntls, Ttlie districts 
jnorj? Gontiguous to £he seif of Erigusfi g^overnment 
were witl^^j3iflii<iulty tnainiain^,. and perpeiually 
disturbed by insurfectiotisj wtiicfi could not be siip- 
press^^ bjf the power, nor prevented by the perisi- 
gns^of gpveriiment. The parliainent of England 
^ontiiiued to express tfieir uneasiness, at the ex- 
fienee attending the maiiltenance of the kin^^'s irish 
uominioni^ The subjects of freland^ on tne other 
h%nd, repeated their complaint^ of the vast numbers 
pf nobility and gentry of England^ who abandoned 
their Irish Jands, and left the residents unequal to 
the charge and labour necessary for the public 

Fryn. ,cause. This grievance was represented to the king ; 

Ryroer. ^nd by a new law it was ordained, that the ab 
sentees sliould either repair to their Irish landA> or 
send sufficient deputies to provide for tbehr de£^nce^ 
else be tated to (he amount of two thirds of their 
Irish revenues, to be applied to the service of this 
kingdom; with an exception of those immediately 

A.D. eo^^aged in the king's sefvii^e, Mudehts of the vni- 

l^7»- Tersiiiii'^ and th^se absent by licence under the 
l^reat Sj^ial of Elngland, who were to be taxed only 
,one third of their revenues. At the satne time the 
king granted to his Irish shjb^eets a liberty t6 dig 
ftif mines, paying him a ninth of their produce; 
to coin money at the royal mint in Dublin , and to 
hold a free trade with Portugal^ Jar the great relief 
of Irelandj as the grant expresses it. 

Such 



Bvem devicear were Ae more necessary^ as t^ii 
treasury of England vra& remarkabty exhausted; 

S^Eik the nation waa at \var with. France^ Spain^ atid 
cptlandy which though faintly carried on by each 
of tlie copending powers^ yet required such suppliei 
as obliged the state to have recourse to unusual inv- 
j^^sHions on the subject. When the public exigencies 
required a poll-tax ^o odious as to produce insure 
rection and rebellion, it was natural to consider the 
deficiencies of the revenue of Ireland with impa* 
tience^ and to take eyery measure for preventing 
.this part of th€ king's dominions from being a . 
^urdeR^ if it could not contribute to the generalin^jj^^^ , 
terest Sir Nicholas Ddgworth, an English knight^ 
whose abilities^ inte^ity, and experience in Irish 
a£fairs^ recommended him to the royal confidence^ 
was appointed to repair to Ireland with a commis^ 
non to survey the possessions of the crown, to en* 
quire into thd conduct of the king's officers, and' 
particularly those to whom the revenue had been 
entrusted. To give the administration greater Rot Tm. 
dignity, Edmund Mortimer, eaii of Marche and^*"*** 
tllst^, son to Lionel duke of Clarence, was ap- 
pointed vicegerent; and on his death the same sta- - 
tion was conferred on his young son Roger, and the 
government administered by his uncle and guardian 
Thomas Mortimer, as lord Deputy. As the pre- 
sent favorite object was to make Ireland contribute 
to the exigencies of state, by the king's letters ad- 
dressed to earl Roger, a grand parliament was direct- 
ed to be convened in this kingdom, to consult notPryn. 
only on the internal regulations and good jgovem- ^^^Jj*- 
ment of the Iri^h dominions, Jbut on the means of |[yj„^;^ 
contrilmting to the exigencies of foreign af&irs, and 
enabling the king to support the bujrden of his 
wars. 

His Irish subiects had already suffered by the 
inroad^ of the King's enemies. The French and 
jBcota had firequenuy infested their coasts. The 
irfllies of France and Spain had made very formida- 
pie descents on Ireland ; so aa to dall forth the Eng- 
lish 
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. Uflh navy to oppose them. In the harbour of Kin- 
i^ale, whither the enemy had been driven by the 
Eng^lish fleets an engagement was fought, in which 
the inhabitants contributed to the victory. . The 
French and Spaniards lost a considerable number 
of their men, several of their galleys, and twenty^ 
Knglish vessels which had been made their prizes. 
But although the Irish subjects had thus found that 
r their immediate interests were concerned to support 
the measures of the throne/yet it doth not appear 
that their parliament was either disposed or enabled 
to grant any considerable supply. A minor admini- 
stration in Ireland was probaply found to be attended 
with the same inconveniences as a minor reign in 
England. At least the young earl was quickly re- 
called, and the government of Ireland entrusted to 
Philip Dc Courtney, a noble baron allied to the 
king, , who was invested with larg« powers, and by 
patent allowed to hold his oJBSce for ten years. But 
such was the extreme violence aod oppression of this 
Byraar. governor, that the king not only found it necessanr 
t vii. * to supersede, him, but ordered him to be arrested^ 
p. 504. and nis effects seized, to answer for the charges of 
injustice and oppression, urged by the aggrieved 
parties. The particulars of this transaction, if dis- 
tinctly recorded, might possibly have done honor 
to the spirit of those who prosecuted this injurious 
governor. 

But the situation of king Richard, the weakness 
of bis understanding, and the violence of his pas^ 
' scions, soon produced a new and extraordinafy change 
in the government of Ireland. The subjection m 
M hich he had been held by his uncles, necessary as 
it might be to his incapacity, was yet highly morti- 
fying to his pride. Disgusted particularly by the 
restraints Mhich the turbulent duke of Gloucester 
imposed on his weakness, he fled for peftige into the 
arms of a favorite ; and, with the usfial infatuation 
of undisceming and inexperienced prirtces, resigned 
himself implicitly to Robert De Vere, earl of Ox* 
' ford. 
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ford, a youn^ nobleman of gay and cap&mtmg 
deportmeat^ and of .such cori*upt mannef^ a$[ ren- 
dered him a prompt and complying agent to tha 
king's pleasures. The public dedarations of at* 
tachment made by the incautious king soon en* 
creased th» consequence of this lord; flattery 
enilamed his pride^ power gave new. violence to his 
sensual passions; and in the gratification of both, 
the partiality of his royal master was unbounded. 
Richard permitted him to repudiate his own kins* 
woman, whom he had bestowed on him in mar* 
riage, in order to enable him to wed a foreigner, for 
whom he had conceived an acbilterous affection. Pat.f 
At the same time the earl was invidiously loaded Hie II. 
with honors, which, while his vanity was most 
highly gratified, prepared the w^ for bis ruin. 
He was first created marouis of Dublin; and to 
raise the favorite to the hignest degree of sovereign* 
ty in his power, Richara, by ue same patent, 
granted to liim and his heirs the entire dominion of 
Ireland^ to be held of the crown by liegerhomage. 
Those lands and cities formerly reserved to me 
crown, and those hereditary to the nobles and barons 
of Ireland, were indeed excepted; and the earl was 
bound as soon as he should coniplete the conquest 
of the kingdom, to pay into the English exchequer 
annually, during his life^ the sum of five thousand 
marks. In evenr other particular he had the entire 
government and dominion of the kingdom, was 
vested with all the lands he should gain by his 
arms, and empowered to appoint all officers of 
state and justice, who were to act in his name, and 
by his authority. . 

The pariiament, possibly not displeased that this 
lord should be employed at a distance from the 
king, made little difficulty of approving this im-Aidi. 
pdrtant grant. They even consented to give A©^^^ 
marquis a debt of thirty thousand mark^ due by ^ 
the king of France, provided he should pass over 
. ■ into 
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intotf^nd, and e&ectaally tuppress the insurpecti- 
OM whieh still ragged in maiif of the En^Ksh poua- 
ties. Fire hundred men at arms, .and one ^honsand 
archers, were panted to him for the cpnqnest of this 
land, for two years, while his officers of sti^te, and 
council in Ireland, were, at tfie same tiirft, employed 
in making the best provisions for defence, whidh. 
an eschansted treasury tend a distracted stsM^e could 
permit. The most extraordinary expectations imd 
tieen conceived from •flie presence <>f a nobleman 
thus dig^rtified and support^!. Who mitrcfaed in it 
stately proarress to tsfke possession of ;his Irish sate* 
reijnty. The kin«p himself accompanied Ws mini- 
on ; liut when they nad proceeded as far as-to Wi^les, 
and were on the point of separating, Richard fpjind 
His aflection too violent to support a trial so severe. 
The marquis returned to London, and -the ^verh* 
ment of Ireland was committed to his deputies. 

'The inordinate partiality of the kipff was not 
satined with the honors already conferred upon ,%& 
favorite. By a new patent, and this also cotrfirmed 
by parliament, he was created duke of Ireland, wi A 
a Tiew grant of the iiominion oT .this reahn ducH:^ 
his life, with such powers and reservations as were 
contained in the former patent. ^Whether this tiUe 
was his peculiar designation as a. peer of England, 
or that it was found loo offensive to be us.ed in Ire- 
Rot Tur. jand, it is certain that even after this creation 4iis 
"• acts of state in this^kinowlom were issued in the.name 
of- the marquis of IDilmin. ' By this title Jic renew- 
ed the treaties 'formerijr made with Mac^JVIurchaA 
of ^Leinster, who had 'conseritfed to keep the^p^^ace 
in consideration of his yearly pension. His 'let- 
ters -were addressed to aeveral lords of theiEtiglish 
race, forbidding them -at their peril to maintain any 
private Yeuds or. dissensions, and dpmmandin^'titem 
to unite in the general y^fence aptinsttiU mal^ctoft 
Irish -or En^h. Hb deputies- were appointe^^ a^ 
thejriKilarics «ftl retinues assigned by- the lordtnar* 
qiiis, with the assent of his council. 

Birr 



JBuTP this parade of sovereignty was short lived. 
The , princes of the Mood^ aitd chirf. nobility of 
Bn^Iand^ soon formed a party against this favourite 
ana his creatures, too powerful to be resisted. The 
execufion of De la Pble^ ^arl of Sufirblk, was ttie 
first proof both of their influence and violence ; 
and was succeeded by a commission^ whereby the 
r6ya¥ authority Was delegated to fourteen fords. 
Tne kmg> who had' bee» compell^ to sign and 
swem^ to the observance of this act, in vain cndtear- 
voured to rescind it. The judges pronounced it ii* 
legal ; and to maintain it, treason ; but the lords 
took up arms to support it The favourite and hiFRymer, 
friends were denounced enemies to the state. Thet. vii. 
judges were condemned to die for their extrajudicial P- ^^^* 
opinion; but, as a favor and indulgence, some of 
them vrere banished, with other enemies of the tri* 
timphant faction, into Ireland. The duke of Ire- 
land; after some ineffectual attempts to rescue his 
roysd master from the power of these hauffhty lords, 
was defeated by the earl of Derby, and' driven into 
the Low Countries,* and the king was obliged to 
notify to his Irish ministers, that the late marquis 
of DttbHa had farfei ted ail his grants, that no ^cts^- ^• 
of state were for the future to be executed under his 
signet; but that the king's great seal was to be re- 
assumed, tire whole administration of government 
conducted in his name; and by his immediate au« 
thority, and the royal standaruk' and ensigns only ^^ ^ ^^'* 
used in all military expeditions* 

The government of Ireland was now committed 
to deputies ; to Sir John Stanly first, afterwards to 
the earl of Ormond, who, witn such assistance ahd 
support as they could pbtam, act^d with becoming 
vigour, and not mthout success: O- Nial, the power- 
ful and turbulent enemy of the North, either wasted 
and harassed by a state of perpetual liostilify or 
desirous to secure the possessions he had lately ac- 
quired by an adrantagcous treaty, surrendered both 
hiniself and his son to Stanly; and with all the 

Vot. I. 2U ^ affected 
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affected humiliation of a mau deeply contrite for hi& 
opposition to English govenimeutj^ coiftsented to be- 
come liege-man to the king, to restore the duties 

Rot Tdr.^^'^^ ^® received * from Ulster to the famUy of the 

Bcrm. eail of Ulster, who formerly enjoyed them; and 
gav^ hostages as a mark of his submissreii, and a 
surety of his. future fidelity. Ormond was chiefly 
employed in quelling the insurrections of the South ; 
and his administration was distinguished by a victory 
of some consequence, gained near Kilkenny, over a 
large army of Irish insurgents. 

But treaties ill maintained, and victories gained 
at the expejice of all that could be torn from the 
oppresse d and ravaged subject, were of little nio- 
ment in rescuing the land from the evils of war and 
clesolation. The disordered state of Ireland was a 
constant subject of complaint, and afforded a never 
failing pretence to Richard for demanding subsidies 
from his parliament. The parliament, on the other 
hand, ceased not to inveigh against the irregularities 
of Irish administration, or to remonstrate against the 

Cox heavy burden of providing for the exigencies of 
state, and maintainmg the. dominion of Ireland. 
The royal mandate was issued f(M- levying the tax 
imposed on absentees ; commissioners were appoint- 
ed to enquire into the concealed debts Sne *o the 
ci-own in Ireland, and to exact them with punctuali« 

P^tTur.jy. subsidies were demanded in the parliament oC 
^'°' Ireland from particular counties most exposed^ and 
their grants carefully collected ; talliages and anti- 
cipations of the revenue were deviled, to supply the 
pressing exigencies of state. Still the great business* 
of defence was weakly and imperfectly conducted ; 
and the king frequently roused from bis voluptuous 
indolence and dissipation^ by affecting representati- 
ons of the distresses of his Irish subjects, and the 
insolence and dangerous progress of the insurgents. 
Gloucester, the king's uncle, made a tender of hi» 
. services,, to repair to Ireland in person, and to labour 



€h.6. RiCHARD IL «Sl 

for the general pacification of this disordered coun- 
try. Some forces were prepared ; the necjessary 
provisions made for the departure of this new vice- 
roy. The enemies of English government in Ir^ 
land were terrified at the report of a prince of the 
Toyal blood, of distinguished abilities^ rigid, active, 
and enterprising, and attended with a considerable 
force, preparing to chastise their outrages, and sup- 
port the authority of the crown of England. The 
expectations of all men were prepared for an ad- 
ministratton of extraordinary strength and vigOR. 
The hopes of those well affected to the crown were 
elevated at the happy prospect of an end to all their 
grievances and disorders; the Irish chieftains and ' 
their adherents were ready to sue for peace ; wtien 
at the very moment that the duke was to embark 
with all his train, he received a letter from his 
nephew, forbidding his departure, as the king him- 
"Self had resolved to make an expedition into Ire- 
land, and to take this part of his dominions into his 
own immediate care. ^ . . 

The sudden recollection of the danger to ba 
apprehended from a powerful and popular prince, 
the head of a discontented faction, invested with 
high authority, and now the comn ander of a con* 
tsideraUe force, might have naturally determined 
Richard to an act apparently so cauricious; or, if ' 
ftot possessed with that suspicion which frequently 
accompanies an illiberal and malignant spirit, his 
flatterers, no douT)t, were ready to point out the 
danger, and to inspire him with the most unfavor- 
able sentiments of his uncle. As to his own pro- 
fessions, of engaging ia the Irish war, they might 
possibly have been at first merely intended as a pre- 
tence for raising subsidies fi'om his people. Histo- 
rians however assign a motive for this undertaking, 
not unsuitable to the meanness of his character; weWabingh 
are told, that by marrying a princess of Bohemia, ^*vis«x 
he had conceived the vain expectation <^f being^g'Jj 
^ected emperor of Gennanyj that ambassadoi*s 

were 
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wnsre tdimAf tmi to solicit biu ^leetioB^ from whose 
ffiegotiations he liad been so possessed with hopes of 
imineitiaie sucoess, that he ahneftdir assumed iheforl 
<f( \m ixM^umnf e^altatkni^ and wasted the rast 
«ums exiU»ted from hk people^ in a parade 4he motA 
extravagant and ridicukms. His i^eots were how- 
ever fnaUjr unsuccessful; and when Richaid de- 
manded tl^ reason of this repulse^ Aejf freely toUl 
iiim, that the eleotors had refused te ccmfer the im- 
perial di^iit y upon a prince who could not recover ' 
the domuiioas gained by his pro^^itors in Francei, 
, nor restrain the insolence of his En^^lish subjects, 
near subdue the enemies of his authorjt^ in Ireland. 
Bichand, it seems was stung with this reproach; 
Skfid resolving to msdoe some effort to recover his 
reputation^ chase to make Irdand the first scene «of 
lus military e^ploits^ as he had there the fanrest pro- 
iqiect of fiuocess. 

The .design once conceived^ it was necessary, in 
<he first p&ce, to gain supplies. A parliament 
readily granted money for this service ; the clergy 
ntve hhn a tenth of their revenues, if he should 
repair to Ireland in pecson; otherwise but half that 
Wm : whid^ plainly intimated that his people sus* 
peoted the sincerity of his^ profes^ons. Levies and 

narattions were carried on with becoming spirit, 
ba mean time the death of his beloved queen 
|>lraiged Richard into thd deepest anguish; an 
event which suspended his preparations for a while, 
but which is said to have nnally determined him to 

Sroceed, in his expedition into Ireland;. in order to 
y from the scenes of their former intercourse, and 
to divert his melancholy by the busy occupations of 
war and government. Sir Thomas Scroop was sent 
before to notify his approaehj and to prepare for his 
reception : and in the month of October of the 
year 1394^, Richard landed at Waterford with a 
^ wyal army, cmisisting of four 4housand »»en at 
g^- arms, and thirty thousand afichers: and a^ndad 
^ • l»y the 4vke of Q lowwt«i tbe *aris of Notting- 
ham 
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ham oad Rutland^ Thomas lord Pi€»*cy^ and otber 
distinguished personages^ 

THE.'Ciatical {period seemed to have now arrived^ 
which was to put an end to all the disorders ^and 
distresses of the Irish nation. An army commanded 
by some of the prime nobility of England^ with 
the monarch at their head^ more than sufficient to > 
subdue the scattered, disordered^ and disunited 
troops of the old natives^ the presence of the kin^ 
to inspect the conduct of his minist^s^ to hear and 
examine the complaints of his subjects, as well as 
of those who affected to have been driven unwilling^ 
ly to ItfMstilitieSj to do justice equally and impartiaily 
to all^ without danger of being seduced by artful 
&iseboods, and interested misrepresentations, wer^ 
circtsmstances of considerable moment, if duly im- 
proved ; and if united with a liberal and equitable 
spirit of policy, must have established the authority 
of English government, and the general pacification 
and civility of the kingdom^ upon the firmest basis. 
The Irish chiefitains were justjy sensible of their own 
total inability to encounter the royal army. No tg- 
parch could lead into the field any provmcial body 
of troops at all moportionable to sncb a force ; and, 
unconnected with those of other districts, and in- 
deed scarcely interested in their fortunes^ they bad 
formed no confederacy, nor made any provision for 
r^istanee. The Irish enemies of Leinster con- 
cealed themselves' in their woods and mountains ; 
from whence issuing occasionally, they made some 
inconsiderable attacks on the advanced guards, or 
detached parties of the English army ; but soon 
convinced of their dan^'er, and prompted by the 
example of their countrymen in other provmces, 
they sued for peace, and offered to submit in the 
humblest manner to the king. The insurgents of 
Thomood and Ulster were earnest to avert the ^orm, 
Md readily consented to make their submissions^ 
To do homage to the king, to pay tribute, and to 
keep the jpence invioH^te^ were the only terms which 

the 
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Ihe several chieftains proposed, or that a prince de- 

* void of exalted sentiments and penetrating vie\^i5, 
evei" thought of requiring. The pride of the Eng- 
Jisli forbad them to propose the generous scheme 
of receiving all the inhabitants into the body of 
English subjects, or of communicating the benefits 
of a free and equitable constitution to those whom 
they absurdly called their inferiors. However live- 
ly their own regard to liberty, they accounted it 
a blessing too precious not to be confined to them- 
selves ; tor they had not yet acquired that extended 
and comprehensive benevolence, which is the effect 
of refinement, and deep moral reflection. On the 
other hand, the immediate danger was too pressing 

• to admit the Irish to insist on that demand of the 
English polity, which they had often made without 
effect, and which was considered as an important 
favour. Their propositions were suddenly offered, 
and precipitately accepted by a weak prince, sur- 
rounded by prejudiced and interested counsellors. 

A LETTER recfeived from O'Nial^ the powerful 
chieftain of Ulster, in which he acknowledged him- 
self liege-man to the king, imputed the hostilities 
which he had lately commenced, to the necessity of 
defending himself against the injustice and oppres- 
sion of the English governors ani^ officers, and 
oflfered his submission with the utmost humility, 
determined the king to march to Drogheda to re- 
ceive the homage of this chief, and other northern 
toparchs. Mowbray earl of Nottingham, and earl 
marshal of England, was therefore empowei-ed, by 
a special commission, to receive the homage and 
fealty of the Leinster chieftains. All the several 
leaders of those turbulent septs, who had long nestled 
in this province, and proved a perpetual torment 
to the English settlers, repaired to the eari, who 
pitched his camp near Carlow ; and by their inter- 

Ereters, entered into solemn treaty. They did . 
omage and fealty in all the forms of the amplest 
aubmission^ on bended knees^ their heads uncover- 
ed. 
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ed, their arms laid aside^ and their girdles Toosed : 
and the kiss of peace^ to which each was admitted 
by the lord-marshal^ confirmed the reconciliation. 
What was still more important to the En«^lish in- 
terest^ they' bound themselves to relinquish to the 
crown all me lands and settlements which they held 
in Leinster^ and to serve in the king's wars: wlio 
on his part engaged to pay them pensions/ and to 
declare them rightful proprietors of all the lands 
they shoukl conquer from his enemies in other pro- 
vinces. Each was by indenture bound in a large 
penalty, payable in the apostolic chamber^ to adhere 
to their present engagements with true faith and 
loyalty. And the whole province seemed now com- 
pletely settled with all possible advantage and secu- 
rity to the English. 

In the. mean time the Irish chieftains of the^^ «* 
North attended on the king at Drogheda, did ho-^^^;^- 
mage and fealty with the same ceremony, and exe- 
cuted the same indentures. O'Nial, who assumed 
the title of prince of the northern Irish, was the 
first to renew his submissions; and for himself, his 
sons, his nation, his kinsmen, and all his subjects, be- 
came liege-man to Richard ; promising a full re- 
nunciation of those duties, which he had levied thro- 
the northern province, in favour of the earl af 
Ulster, to whom they had formerly been paid. Wc 
may judge of the dismembered and distracted state 
of Ireland, when we find that the number of the 
Irish lords who now submitted was no less than 
seventy-five ; all of whom exercised a petty royalty 
within their respective districts, governed their sub- 
jects, led forth their little armies, were jealous of 
their dignity, £^nd blindly attached to their own un- 
refined customs and manners. 

The vanity of the king was satisfied, by what he 
deemed a complete reduction of the islands He 
led his new foedaries to Dublin, where he lived n ^ 
that pomp which suited his temper and understand- 
ing. 
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ing^ and for which be had prepared, by traiuporl^ 
ing all the crown* jewels into Ireland. He treated 
the Irish chiefs with particular condescension^ en-^ 
tert^ned them at his courts displayed all his inag^ 
Froisart.^^fi^^^^® before them, and studied to reconcile them, 
to the English manners* Henry Castile, kt gen^ 
tleman of his court, who had been taken prisoner 
by the Irish, married a lady of their race, and 
consorted with her countrymen for some years, was 
found an usefiil interpreter on this occasion. But 
though prejudiced in favor of a kinsman wha 
■pake their language, they could not be prevailed 
on to accommodate themselves to the new forms 
erf habit and diet which he recommended. The earl 
ftf Ormond,. who also spake their language, and wa» 
held by them in particular respect, united hi» ejv^ 
deavours and retnoastrances, and wrought them to 
a sullen compliance. The staring courtiers impor- 
tuned them with such questions, as argued thc^ 
meanest conceptions of their manners and under*- 
standings, and were answered with indignation an^ 
affected dignity. The four principal chieftains, 
O'Nial, O'Connor, O'Brien, ana M ^Murchad, were 
made especial objects of favor. They were told 
that the king was .willing to confer the hoiloiHrof 
knighthood upon them. They declared themselves 
astonished, that be i^ould regard thisas anyaccessi^ 
on to their dignity. It was an honour tjiey had re- 
ceived in their eaiiiest years, ami clow stood in need 
of no new creation, fevery Iti^ king, said they, 
make» his son a knight at seven years old, or m 
tsase of bis death, the next near kinsman. Weas- 
•emble in a plain. The candidates run with slender 
launces against a shield ereeted on a stake. He 
who breaks the greater number, is distin^^uish^ 
by particular honours annexed to his new %gnity. 
The priMf of such earty prowess was acknowledged 
to be highly honorable; but all the great and 
rcmowvied states^ of Europe, they were t^d,. c€m* 
cwred in a more solemn form of conferring 

knight- 
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knighthQod. The ceremonial was deacribed mi-* 
Butely ; and the obie^ms afr lei[>gdi prayaYl^fji'upoi^ 
to. submit to the fbrmalities. ^faey« ' with Botijte 
pthera> received knighthood in th^ cathedral' of 
Dubnn; and the cer^mdoy was succeected jf^y a 
ma^ificent feasts at which the foiu* Irish prinqes^ap* 
pearifed in robes d stato> an<l were seated^ i^t m^ 
Ipn^s table. 

Ti^ degenerate EngHsh who had united with 
tlje enemy/*and of consfeouence . incurred^ the guilt ' 
of treason and rebellion, kept at distance fi^oin'the 
court, and employed agents 'to effect therr ^econc^- 
Kation and pi^rapri. Ribhan^ was^ assured t^at t^^jr 
oflfence had been the consequence qf oppression and 
it^ustice, which had driv^h t^em from ihei^^; alljeffi^ 
arice, ai|d obl^e^ them t9 seek the (^u,arter§ of* t^io 
enen\y^ astheit only refuge from the violence of 
th? gre^^t;, the iniouity or those entrusted by the 
kin^,;' the treacherous iieglect of their defence, or 
obstinate denial of yedre»s.' Their aUegatioqs \f ere 
in many instances not without foundatiOT\; aiyl Ri- 
c^a^d w^s too indoj^nt, an'd too much 'i^e^htei^^ 
with his present course of gaiety and p;3mp> to 'pro- 
seci^t^ them with severity. He nastily ffran^ed tHem^ 
a truce of son\e months, and continued ft! indullge hi,s 
V^nijtv by a magnificent dfeplay of sovereign rioter 
^nd d(fgn5^ in the capital. Possessed wiiffi. tne im- 
pprt^ance of his a|chieyements, he communi(;atei]( 
them in fo^ip to the duke of York, who had, beep 
\eh rftof^tit in England. He pointed' o!:^t tne thre^ 
distiucjipns oi^ inhabitants in Kekina; t^e Irish ene- 
mies, th^ rebels of? both races, and t^ql^ig^s^ sub- 
jects,* 'fjie. first had submitted, and beo^ip^ his yas-; 
sals : t^e rebels, he apprehended, had recei^ved but 
too. jugt provocations^ rind waqi th^refo'rp disposed lipT 
grf^iitthema general purdoi); ^ut iii t^isppmt'^e 
^esired the advifce of hfs unii^le. 

YoRK^ who pWnly' discovered the vani^ of* th^ 
kin^. and thecareiess'an^ wecipitate p/ise \ji^^^^ 
whicn h^ concludecl a deceitftil and prea4nous ac* 
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commodation^ coldly answered^ that he had former- 
iy declared his opinion for a vigorous prosecutioA 
of the rebels^ until they should be completely sub- 
dued^ and broken to a peaceable and dutiful de< 
meanor. He affected however to ascribe the in- 
tended indulgence of the king to his superior 
knowledge, acquired by his residence, of all the cir- 
cumstances and situation of affairs in Ireland ; and 
recommended the exaction of proper fines from all 
those to whom the royal mercy was extended. Ri- 
chard had asked advice, but expected congratula- 
tions. These however he afterwards received, in 
all the forms of adulation, attended with an earnest 
request that he would be pleased to return to Eng- 
fjr«i»inrh.l^i^^- This request was enforced by the presence 
jof the archbishop of York, and bishop of London, 
who were deputed to attend on the king in Ireland, 
and to represent the danger of the church from the 
encreasing progress of the Lollards. These reform- 
ers had been countenanced by the late queen, and 
secretly, if not avowedly, supported by several of 
the nobility. They were even emboldened by their 
/)wn zeal, and the encouragement of their favorers^ 
to apply to the parliament, where the propositions 
they drew up for an ecclesiastical reform were re- 
ceived with such attention as alarmed the whole 
body of the clergy. The prelates of York and 
London earnestly besought the king to defend their 
church from the dangerous inroads of heresy ; af- 
fected to place their reliance on his piety and autho-. 
rity, the only^ humail means of preserving the pu- 
rity of the faith from utter ruin : and pathetically 
implored him to return without delay. The king 
was zealous for the established religion, and impa^ 
tient for the honor of extirpating heretical depra-* 
vity. He hastened the conclusion of some dis- 

Eositions for the more regulfir administration of 
is government in Ireland, revived and ratified 
9uch ordiqj^nces as had been found tnost saluta- 
ry, appointed Roger Mortimer, earl of Marcjie, 
)ilB vicegereirt; an^ embarke^ for England/ after ^ 

rcsjn 
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residence of nine months in Ireland^ wliere his pre* 
dence had prod need S91 little solid advantage^ and his 
iroyal army been so frivolously employed; that not 
the smallest accession of territory had been obtained^ 
nor the least extension of the English Pale ; no real 
advantage gained^ no effectual remedy applied to 
the pul^ic disorders ; but all affairs left precisely in 
their former state^ under a deceitful appearance of 
tranquillity. 

THfi only stipulation of real consequence which 
had been made^ was that whereby the Irish of Lein-^ 
ster were bound to evacuate this province. It now 
came to be enfoi-ced ; but, the terror df a royal 
army once removed, it was found no easy matter to 
subdue the affection for their native residences, 
which possessed the hearts of all the Trisdi* The * 
agreement had been lightly made, if not insidiously. 
Pretences were invented, delays affected, objections 
and difficulties suggested ; and the peremptorv re- 
quisitions of government only served to enrage these 
boisterous natives, and to drive them into insurrec- 
tions. Their hostilities were the more violent^ asCaradtti, 
they had no reason to expect accommodation or Ware, 
pardon ; and the governor the les^ provided to' 
oppose them, as he had not looked for so sudden 
an infraction of the late treaty. The flame of war 
broke out at once in different quarters, and raged 
with destructive fury* The English lords were called 
forth against their several invaders, with such force* 
as they could collect. Two knights of the families 
of de Burgo and Berminghsun were distinguished 
upon this occasion by no inconsiderable victory over 
a large party of insurgents. The lieutenant, attend- 
ed by the earl of Ormond, marched against the tur- 
bulent and powerful septs of 0*Byrn, and drove 
them from their lands in Wicklow. But at the very 
moment o£ their triumph, while, feasts were held, 
and knights created, in honor -^f this success, they 
were confounded by the infeeMigence of a victory 
gained by the neighbouring^ sept of OToole, who • 

sla,ilghr 
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dlUi^terf^ a c4ti8kl«mblb Humb^ b( 4lfe kill's 
forccjft. The O ■Byrris, tlK>i>gh drtvien ^'om theiv 
bhbifatibnfv r^iwi intb Ofilsory, . und 'the*fe obsU- 
Afttely xQH tiiAea jAieir ^bo^ti^ie». Mortisierf {miPsued 
j^ D Hiteih %jth more bjraVery tftan^^ircUfia^^ectioRt; wfts 
1398.* BiirpAsea^ -d^fented, teid skin vqpbn f^.. fi^ld ^ 
battle. 

This petty war, which neither admits ntfr-merijte 
a'dFebril^ 'was sufficient to |>roYide kin^ RiiihardM^Hh 
«iiehb.'pr6teiice for another Irldbe^aiition^'aA^^- 
ed hi^ g^entus and uhderstandifig. A'seri^s.^of ^rbi- 
thrry am) ^tyrannieal itfeastifesr^ <ojppi^fesaions the most 
seV^ere, exactions bf eVery odiolis speeies^ find 4ho 
smns e^tcnied carelessly and wantiHily ^lissipaMed, 
milrders under the. aif^earante df Ifsm, ^se'qiiioAa 
piatiionienia fomfi^d by inti^ie and '<;()rrit^3li6n, end 
implicitly dev^tcfl to tbe'pdssionsdf the ki«ig, ter- 
rified the ^people, but totally alienMed their/a^ffefeti* 
4MiBirom aprin^e^ whotecriftced the^prOp^rti^s-and 
litwof his'^stklagects toilixtiry, -eapric^> and malice, 
^with the mostcareleiSs indiffereiice. Tiie diSftontenfe 
^arising from* the vice's of 4iisrgov€nifnenft, i^mfented 
- by the artifice df ibction^ had n</wr ^prepared the 
way fora violent resolution: and 4n timt^ moment 
of ap^rent traitquilHcy which usfaetily (precedes a^ 
dangerbns hurricane m the politicalsystem. 'BicUai*d 
faihly relying on an festdbKshfed poWcr/foriftcrf-a^rfe-' 
sohitibn of ^chastising the*iAsolence'of ^thelndii/iemd 
arengiiig tlie defal}^ of Mbttimfer. -His'forees li^nere 
kgf&i .prepared, and the sums€^tdr(ed'ttrs^p(jrt% 
decmid expedition into Ireland^ ^conrfinned'n^ ha^ 
tJ^d^^iid afFohlcd a fair pretence for enftammg^ihe 
difecont*rtts of his pfeople. 

hi ^rmg of the year 1399, his pfcepamti6ne 
trere cttnfcpfeted. The d\lke of Yoititas feftre- 
g^t ^of 'fin'gland ; ahd hi$ ^oii/ &e dvUte d6 AUmerte, 
m^tiHicted to fc^^^ the kihg Hvith ^ reinforeeifi^iit. 
Richard '^iirived at'Brisfol^ iatterided 1^ sfeveraJ no- 
bite, aihodg^hom were the 'dtdse -of -Exefet, «dt 
ef"SftUftbury^ some prelates^ the son of the duke of 

Glou- 



Gloucester^ aocl ^ihe yduh^ lord Aeriry of Xsitidffs- , 
ter^ son to'the earl ofHeretopd. '^he reports df s'e^ 
cret conspiracies, and intbncled insur-rectlods, Were 
even now conveyed to hini, and determined Hiin lo 
sead a peremptory mandate to the earl of-l^orthutn- 
berland/a -suspected lord^ to Repair without delay 
to his^ standard. The earl •refused^ in gentle and 
dutiful terms,, pleading the danger of leaving life 
northern borders open to the inoursibns ofihe'Seots, ' 
and rftpresentii^jthe i^)po^fo.nce df attending^o ihe 
kiii^^ mtei^est in 'his ^pre^ent station, instead of rein- 
foTCiitf an^imiy already tnore than suAicient for'ihe 
iiiten^d enter{iri!Be. -Richai^, not ^et suificiiiitly 
aJariaeil hy tiiis evasion^ eonteritecl 'hifnsetf with 
proclaimii^ flie earl a traitor^ and -declaring his 
lands foriFeited';»proceeded in his embarkation, and 
on the^it^irteenth d^ly of^^y arrived wiihhis .pow- 
evs;at Wat^ond. 

^ ^HE wholeibnocess of 'ihis vain amV futile expe- story of 
dkion^servecl biit to dehionstrate th^ >veakn(*ss dfhicb. n. 
the leader. Sir days were speiit at 'Waterford i^^^***^ 
the 5^ain. parage of •receiving the eonjf^atutatfons o^ireiLnd! 
his Irish subjects. Fourteen more 'were wasted at by the' 
Kilkenny, -expecting {he ^nrival of ihe diike ofj^J^'^^f 
Aumerle, whose delay mdnifestly betrayed liis secret ^^'**' 
disaffeetion. It hadtiever once occurred to the k^- 
considerate .ki^ff« that Keinster, v^hich was^to'be the 
seat of vrar, biMd been^ for some titae wasted' by hos- 
tilities, and could scarcely afrord. provisions* for < bis 
unwieldy numbers, fiut tlie endmy, who knew* full 
well to what ditecul ties he^must* be soon reduced, 
ba^ the •diseernment to'despise' h w vain para'de ; and, 
enqoiii^ed by his'delayand Inactivitjr/tridngiphant- 
ly dBdared their •re9oluti6n'to tlefenclih^lr liberty 
fl^inst the -injurious oppressors of* Iheir oounfry, 
even to -their last-bpeath; and affected to rejoice that 
the period' was at teipgth arrived, v^hfol£«l^iish UsOr- 
pakiemtlkiQfd'V&eive W filial overthrow. 
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UiCHARD was at length prevailed on to inarch 
against the enemy commanded by ArtMac-Murchad, 
\mo^ notwithstanding the pensions he had receivefJ^ 
and the submissions he had lately made, was still 
the inveterate enemy of the English; and in the 
violence of national pride, enflamed by the prospect 
of success, vowed the most desperate vengeance 
against his invaders. To secure himself from the 
superior numbers of the enemy he retired to his 
woods; and at their approacn, appeared at the 
head of three thousand men so well armed and ap- 
pointed, and with such an appearance of determined 
valor, as were perfectly astonishing to the En^lish^ 
who had been taught to despise their rude and un- 
disciplined violence. The royal army was drawn 
out in order of battle, expecting a vigorous attack ; 
but the Irish forces, who thought of nothing* less 
than a regular engagement in the field, suddenly 
disappeared ; and Richard, elevated by this retreat, 
ordered the adjacent villages and houses to be set 
on fire, and the royal stanaard to be advanced, un- 
der which he created several knights, and among 
these the young lord Henry of Lancaster, after- 
wards the illustrious king Henry the fifth, who ou 
this occasion gave the first proora of his dfetinguish- 
ed valor. 
V^h^ll '^^ facilitate the pursuit of an enemy who ap^ 
hiTlast pcared to fly, a large body of peasants was employ- 
being in ed to open a passage through the woods, which the 
Ireland. Irish had by every means endeavoured to render 
euri of i^P^^sSiable. As the king's armv marched through 
Totoew. ^U the difBcultiesv of an encumbered road, perpe- 
tually impeded, and sometimes plunged into deep 
and dangerous morasses, the enemy frequently as- 
sailed them with loud and barbarous ululation; 
cast their darts with such force as no armour could 
withstand, slaughtered their detached parties, re- 
tired and advanced with astonishing agility, so as 
continually to annoy and harass the Englim forces, 
though they could not be brought to a general en- 
gagement 



Ch. 6. > RICHARD It S51 

gagemeot. Some of the Irish lords, less penetrat- 
ing than their subtile chieftain, and among those 
his uncle, were indeed terrified by the numbers of 
the king's forces, and with all the marks of humi- 
liation submitted to Richard. They appeared be- 
fore him with halters round their necks/ fell at his 
feet imploring peace and forgiveness, and were gra- 
ciously received. Art Mac-Murchad was summon- 
ed to make the like submissions ; and, to prevail 
^pon him to accept of grace, and return to his al- 
legiance, Richard was weak enough to promise 
large rewards, territories, and castles in Leinster. 
The Irishman, who well knew the difficulties to 
which the king's army was reduced, and the im- 
possibility of their subsisting for any time in their 
present situation, returned a naughty answer of de- 
fiance, and declared his resolution of opposing the 
Icing of England to the utmost. Richard had the 
mortification to find that the distress of his soldiery, . 
which had encouraged the 'adversary to this ins'o- 
lence, could no longer be concealed, and every day 
grew more intolerable. Numbers of his men pe- 
rished by famine ; their horses, from want and se- 
verity, grSw incapable of service ; a general gloom - 
Bpread through his camp, and his bravest knigbts 
inurmured at their fate, who were to perish in a 
service attended with so little honor, and such se- 
vere distress. A few ships laden with provisions 
from Dublin haying landed on' the neighbouring 
coast, the famished soldiers plunged into the sea, 
seized and rifled them, shedding each other's blood' 
in a furious contest for relief. The necessity of de- 
camping was too apparent, and too urgent to ad- 
mit of the least delay. Richard, with his numer- 
pus forces, was compelled to retire before an in- 
considerable band of enemies whom he had despised, 
who pursued and incessantly harassed him in hisp^'^j^^jj 
jretreat. hislaVt ' 

Mac-Murchad, however amidst all the exul- being in 
tation of a pursuing enemy, was not so blinded by f '"***"*'• 
Jjisi .present success^ b^t thgyt he discerned and consi- J^i ^f 

deredTotn^iia. 
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derad the W9^ esit^ntof ^i^^^w.er.. Sensi))le of the 
l^ng'n spperip«it](, and th^^Vbi's present difBcuItiea 
q[)U8t dqtenpine with.liis a^riv^, at the^capital^ whicb,^ 
lli<yug:h hje migl^t relijird by his.Jjpcgiisipiiis^^ hecou^d^ 
uofe preveolu^ be embijQjc^ tij^e pr^s^pt^ iqcnnQnt. to^ 
att^I|lpt: an. accpjaunodAtioja QPpi)3 B^v^ntaffeoui^ 
tenn<^; iH^d by miosaag^e to t^Q ^in^ d^ir^d a s^fe-^ 
coimIucI^ tbivt lie migbt ^^9^^^ sacurety. to. bis camp 
to offer b^ proposhtioqst oX pi^^PQj^ Qr^lse thai spn^e 
lortU a^hjt, b^ deputed, to cqi^c iKitJi^hi^.^ Py ad- 
>ijce^ of tbQ Qouncil, Gjloupe^jti^r w^^,Q9ntimii^iOQe<( 
tQ Hieet him at a plaoe ap^iut^f) ;< andl; fbr this pur-, 
pos^ marched ouit witb> a. g;usurd of two hupOTed^ 
launee^ and one tkousancjtaccbers. Ktk eye-witaess^ 
of thcur interview desc^ibe^. tb^ (risb <3;hi^ftain^ tall 
ofatature^ aitd ^ocmod* for aglUtv apjd i^tren^h, of 
an aspect fierce and severe^ ^iinied on a swift and[ 
atat^y horse, without saddl®^ 9.94 d^f ting rapidly; 
from a iQountaii\ between X\SQ V9.9d^ a^ac^nt to the 
sea, attended by his, train. Al h^^ <?Qinn[iand thejr 
halted at due distance, ^hiI.Q tbeV l^/^der^^ easting 
the spear from biin> which be gV<|S|)iie4 in his rig;m 
hand> vusbed fi;>rward ta me^'tb?. ^j^H^h Iprd^ 
Tbe parley was coi^tinqed fpr a WA^Wfirable time^ 
Tbe Irisb prince was reyabvi^ of hj^s late ei^ge- 
inqnts^ his grievQiis infracUonp, bfe ai^^K pf the 
king'i^ vicegerent, apd Ihe sla^^ghtep bfltb Qf bjni 
and his forces. He. prQudly aw^ered,^ by deffend- 
ii>g his conduct i)ppq sAph |^tppcp^ as be cpyld de.T 
vise; and* after m^pb d^^feate* at la§t epnsentpd to 
fulnnit;;^ but ahsaliite]l;jr IT^^sed. tQ b^ bound ifi any 
special composition or'eQ^i^tipns^ A.s^ g^?b ^A oyer^ 
twe wail not a^mi^ible, tbe pm^fereijce wag broken 
off; a^ (jWoesd^r »etiime4 |p,tbe ^jng; w^tli^he 
pjppYAkins iatelKgenes fiif tb^, rsgnJt pf Uiis (nter* 

view^ and tb* iw^ew« oC M.a?-Mw^d, The 
prid? of Ricbajd wa^ 9^ apvevsly Mf9.uii49^ to fee 

passionately vowed never to depart from Iretapd 
unHl hs bad pofisRs^ biwwif pi tfVR Tfill^l ^^Vft or 
dead- 

m 
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He had now arrived at Dublin, where he found story of 
sufficient relief for his enfeebled army, and was at Rich 11. 
last reinforced by Aumerle with his forces, aitoble- ^. ^^\ 
man in whom he placed a blind confidence, and who j^^and!* 
readily apolo^zed for his delay. Here this ill- By the 
fated prince resided for six weeks, while some part ««r^ ^^ 
of his forces were detached against the enemy, '^*^^^^ 
and the royal proclamation issued promising three 
hundred marks of gold to any who should seize 
their leader. Tempestuous weather and contrary 
winds had cut him oifT from all intelligence from 
England during this period; when, at length a 
bark arrived, and brought the tremendous news of 
his total ruin. 

Prom the moment of his departure to Ireland, 
attended by those lords who were deemed most 
devoted to his service, the malcontents of England 
began tp digest their schemes of dethroning him. 
Their conferences ended in an application to the 
duke, of Hereford, to draw the sword against 4i 
prince who had particularly provoked his resent- 
m^it, first by capriciously banishing him from the 
realm, and then by depriving him of his inheri- 
tance^ on the death of his fathei* the duke of Lan- 
caster. Stimulated by revenge and ambition^ he 
landed in England with an inconsiderable trdop, 
was reinforced by daily increasing numbers ; the 
regent deserted, and obliged \o retire ; the king- 
dom in confusion, and the general hopes of all- 
men fixed upon the popular invader ; who, fa- 
voured by the clergy, and, by virtue of a papal 
bull, declared rightful inheritor of the crown, 
traversed the kingdom with his formidable powers, 
executed several of the king's obnoxious mmisters, 
and, either by artifice or terror, gained some of 
the moat considerable subjects to declare in favor 
of his cause; among these was the duke of York 
himself, so that the interests of Richard were for- 
gotten, and his authority fallen into the utmost 
contempt. 

Vol. I., 2 Y Richard 
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RicnAkB heard the invasion and progress of his 
rival with an abject dismay, and, with more of 
peevish resentment than any reasonable precaution 
committed the young lord of Gloucester and lord 
Henry of Lancaster prisoners to the Castle of Trim. 
His council advised that he should instandy return 
to England ; Aumerle prevailed on him to ^tay 
until his whole army could be at once transported*. 
Salisbury was sent before, to collect the Weldi- 
men, who crowded in great numbers to his standard; 
were impatient for the king's arrival ; shocked at 
his infatuated delay; still disappointed in their ex- 
pectations of his appearance, and dispersed. 
Kichard, when be had at length arrived, found 
the desperation of his affairs complete. He was 
abandoned by his friends, and deserted by his sub- 
jects. By throwing himself into the town of Con- 
way, with his few remaining attendants, he disco- 
vered his intentions of returning for shelter into Ire- 
land in his last extremity. But artifice was employ- 
ed to prevent him. He was betrayed hito tfie 
hands of his rival ; and a reign of weakness, oppres- 
sion, and tyranny, ended in the solemn deposition 
of Richard the Second. 
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NUMBER I. 

J&X X.IBBO BVBEO SCACCHARII DUBLIN. 

MAGNA CARTA HIBERNI^. 

REGIS HENRICI TERTII. 

3LII. DIB XOTEMBJtll, M^CCXTI. ANNO XEGNI I. ' 

HeNRICUS Dei gratia rex Anglie Doroinus Hyberni^ 
dux Normannie et Aquitanie et comes Andegavie archiepisco^ 
pis episcopis abbatibus comitibus baronibusjuistictariis fores* 
tariis ticecomitibus prepositls ininisCris civibus ballivis et ii- 
delLbus suis salutem. sciatis nos intuitu Dei et pro saluta 
anime nostre et omnium antecessonim et succeeeonim nos- 
trorum ad honorem Dei et exaltationem sancte ecclesie et 
emendationem remi nostri per consilium venerabilium pa* 
trum nostrorum domini Gualonis titulo sancti Martini pres- 
btteri cardinalis apostolice sedis legati Petri Winton L. de 
aaneto Asapho J. Bathon' & .Glastom' S. Exon' R. Ci- 
cestr' W. Coventr' W. Roffen' H- London' Menevens' 
Bangor* et S. Wy^om* e{)iscoporum et oobilium virurun^ 
WilCelmi MariscaUi comitis Pembroc* Ranulii comitis 
Cestr' Willielmi de'Fermr' comitis de Derbia Willielmi 
comitis de Aubomarle Huberti de Burgo Justiciarii nostri 
Savantii de Malo Leone Willielmi Hruerie patris Willielmi 
Bruerie filii Roberti de Curtenai Falkesii de Breante Re- 
ginaldi de Vautort Waltcri de l^ci I^Iu^onis de Mortuo 
Mari Johannis de Monemute Walteri de Beauchamp Wal- 
teri de Clifford Roberti de Mortuo Mari Willielmi de 
C antelup' Mathei iilii Ilereberti Johannis Mariscalli Alani 
Basset Philippi de Albiniaco Johannis Extranei et alioiuai 
iidelium nostrorum. 

I. Impeimis concessisse Deo ethac present! carta nostra 
cohfirmasse pro nobis & heredibus nostns inperpetuum qtiod 
Hybeenicaka ecclesia libera sit et habc^t jura sua in- 
teffra et libertates ^uas illesas. Concessimus etiam omnibus 
liberis hominibus de regno nostro pro nobis et heredibus 
inperpetuum omnes libertates subscriptas habendas et te« 

nendas* 
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nendas lis et heredibus suis de nobis et heiedibus nos- 

If. Si quift comitum vel baronum noBtrorum stye alio- 
rum tencniium de nobb in capite per servicium militare 
inortuiift fuerit et cum decesserit U^res suus plena elatts 
fuerit et relevium debeatur habcat kereditatem suam per 
antiquum lelevium scilicet heres vel beredes comitis de ba- 
ronia comitis Integra ))er centum libras heres vel beredes 
baronis de baronia baronis inte^ per centum libras heres 
vel beredes militis de feudo militis integro per centum so- 
lidos ad plus et qui minus debuerit minus det secundum 
antiquam consuetudinem feo^orura. 

III. isi autem heres alicujus talium fuerit infra etatem 
doininus ejus non habeat custodiam ipsjus nee terre sue an^ 
tcc|uam homagium ejus ceperit et postquam talis heres fu- 
erit in custodia ad etatem pervenerit scilice viginti et unius 
annorum habeat hereditatem suam sine relevio et sine fine 
i a tamen quod si ipse dum infra etatem fuerit miles nichilo- 
minus terra remancat in custodia domini sui usque termin 
num predictum. 

JVi CxTSTOs terrae hujus et heredis qui infra etatem fu- 
erit non capiat de terra heredis nisi rationabiles exitus et 
rationabiles consuetudines et rationabilia scrvicia et hoc 
sine destructione vel vasto hominum vel rerum et si nos 
commiserimus custodiani alicujus ts^lis terre vicecomiti ve| 
alicui alii qui de es^itibus ten*e illius npbis respondere de- 
beat et ille destructionem fecerit de custodid Vel vastum 
nos ab eo capiemus emendam et terra ilia committatur du- 
obus legalibus et discretis hominibus de feodo illo qui de 
exitibus respondeant nobis vel ei cui nos assi^naverimus et 
si d^aderimus vel vendiderimus ^li9ui custodiam ^icujus 
talis terre et ille destructionem inde fecerit vel vastun^ 
afnittat custodiam illam et tradatu^r duobus legalibus et 
discretis hominibus de fbodq illp qui similiter nobis ind^ 
respondeant slcut pyedictum est. 

V. CusTOS autem quamdiu custodiam tcjrre habuerit 
sustentet domos parcos vivaria stagna molendina et ceters^ 
ad illatn terram pertinentia de exitibus terre ejusdcm et 
reddet heredi cum ad plenum etatem pervenerit terrani 
suam totam instauratam de carucis et omnibus aliis rebus 
ad minuis secundum quod illam recepit. Hoc omnia ob- 
serventur de custodia archiepiscopatuum episcopatuun^ 
abbatiarum prioratuum ecclesi^rum et dignitatum vacan- 
tium excepto quod custodie hujiisi vendi non debent. 

■ VI. He REDES maritentur absque disparagatione. 

Vll. Vidua post mortem mariti sui statim et sine dila- 
tione aliqua habeat maritagium suum et hereditatem suam 
ncc aliquid det pro dote sua vel mariUigio vel hereditate 

*- ' • • Clio • 
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c«i^ quam hereditatem maritus auus et ipsa tehueruht die 
obitus if^ius mariti et maneat vidua in dome mariti sui 
}ier quadraginta dies post thortem ipsius mariti sui infht 

auos ei assignetur dos sua nisi prius ei fiierit assignata vel nisi 
omus ilia merit castrura et si de castro I'ecesserit statim pro*- 
videatur ei domus competens in quapossit honeste morari 
quousque dos siia ei assignetur secundum quod predictum esL 

VIII. NuiiLA vidua distringatur ad se maritandum dum 
voluerit vivere sine marito ita tamen quod securitatem fkciot 
quod se non maritabit sine assensu npstro si de nobis te- 
nuerit vel sine assensu domini sui si de alio tenuerit. 

IX. Nos vel bollivi nostri non sasiemus terram aliquam 
nee redditum pro debito aliquo quamdiu catalla debitorn 
presentia sufficiunt ad debitum reddendum et ipse debitor 
paratus inde satisfsu^ere nee plegium ipsius debitoris distrin- 

Stur quamdiu ipse eapitalis debitor sufficit ad solutionem 
biti et si capitalis debitor defecerit in solutione non habeas 
unde reddat aut reddere noluerit cum possit plegii responded 
ant de debito et si voluerint habeant terras et redditus 4^ 
bitoris quousque sit eis satis&ctum de debito quod ante pn» 
eo solverunt nisi capitalis debitor nionstraverit se esse qute^* 
turn versos easdem plegios. 

X. CiviTAs Dubinin' liabeat omnes antiquas libeitatea 
etliberas consuetudines suas preterea volumus et eoncedi^ 
mua quod omnes alie civitates ville et burgi et omnes 
portus habeant omn^ libertates ^t liberas consuetudines 
suas. 

XI. NuLLUs distringatur ad faciendum maju^ servi- 
eium de feodq militis nee de alio libero tenemento quam' 
inde debetur. ^ ' 

XII. CoMMUNiA placita non sequantur curiam nostrani^ 
«ed teneantur in aliquo certp loco. 

XIII. Recognition Es de nova disseisina de morte an^ 
tecessoris et de ultima presentatione non capiantur nisi ii|, 
suis oomltatibus et hoc modp. Nos vel ^i extra reghum fi^' 
odmus capitalis justiciarius noster mittemus duos justiciarioy 
per unnniquemque comitetum per quatuor vices in annoqii|' 
cam quatuor miiitibus cujuslibet comitatus electis per comh 
latum capiant et in comitatu et in die et loco comitatus asK 
sisas predictas. 

Xi V. Et si in die comitatus assise predicte eapi non 
possunt tot milites et libere tenentes remaneant de illitr 
qui interfuerunt comitatui die illo per quos possint sufll* 
cieoter judicia fieri secundum quod negotium fiierit niajua 
vel minus. 

XV. Liber homo non amercietur pro parvo delicto tim 
secundum delicti et pro magno delicto secundum maghit^- 
dfineon ddicti salvo contenemento quo et mercator eodem 
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Wfodo fi^ha inerc^acbiflia sua eC tittanca eodeni modo 
■If nimur baIto wanaacio suo si inciderit in miseii- 
coidiaai noslram eC nulla piedictarum mismcordianuQ 
ponatur nisi per saciamentum proborum el legaUun Ikh 
mioiiin de mneio. 

XVI* CoMiTEs el baroiKM non ameffdenUir nisi perpares 
saop el non nisi secundum modum delicti. 

XVII. Nvi^LUs clericus amercielur nisi secundum fi>r- 
mm piedictorum el non secundum qua at itat e tn hesieficii 
eni ^Qodesiastici. 

XVIII. Nac villa nee bomo dislringelur fiicere pomes 
ad lipsiias nisi qui ab antiquo el de jure tkcete debeut. 

XIX. NuiiLUS Ticecomes constabulaiius coKNWtoKes Yci 
alii balli¥i nostri leneant placita coione nostre. 

XX. Si aliquis tenens de nobis laicum feodimi moriatur 
atviceconiss ve) balliYus nosier ost^odat litems ndsurss pa- 
lemes de suDunonitiooe nostra de debito quod defuncius^ 
nobis debuit liceal vicecomiti fd ballivo nostro atladuars el 
imbieYiare catsJla drfuneti inrenta in laico feodo ad Tslen* 
liam illius deblti per visual legelium hooiinum ita tamen 
^puid nicKil inde amoveatur dmec persolmlur nobis det»« 
Cum quod clarum fuemi et residuum lelinquatur <Mce^ttori- 
bus ad fiKri^idttm lestamentiua def uncti et si niclul debe* 
atur ab ipso omnia catalU cedant defuncto salvia uxori sue 
el pueris suis rationabilibns paitibus suis. 

XXI. Nui.i«u8 constabiuarius vei ejus baUivus c^at 
blada vel alia catalla alicujus qui non sit de villa ubi 
caslram sunm est nisi statim inoe reddat denarios vel re- 
spedum inde hab^^ possit de voluntate vendiKms si au- 
tern de villa fuerit teneatur infjra tres septimaaas precium 
laddere. . 

XXII. NtTLLUs cbnstabularius disiringat aliquem nu* 
lilem ad dandum denarios pro custodia castri si ipse earn 
fiioere volumt in propria persona sua vel per alium probum 
liominem si ipse earn &cere non possit propt^ ralionabilem 
<;au8am et si nos duxerimus vd misecimus eum in exercitum 
ept quietus de custodia secundum quantitalem temporo quo 
per nos fuerit in exercitu. 

.XXII). NvLLUs vicecomes vel ballivus noster vel aUus 
carnal ecpios vel carectas alicujus pro cariagiQ faciendo nisi 
rsddal libevationem antiquilus statutam scuicet pro carecta 
1^ duos equos decern denacios per ditm et pro carecta ad 
lr» equos quatuoidecim denarios per diem. 

XXIV, Ki$€ nos nee balUvi nostri capiemns alienum 
boscum ad castra vel alia agenda nostra nisi per vohtntalem 
i|isi«» eujuft bo«eus ille fuent, 

XXV. Nos non tenebimus terras illorum qui convictt 
fueiint de felonia nisi per unum annum ot iinum diem et 
lane reddantur terre dominis feodorum. 

XXVL 
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XXTI. Et omfi^s kydelli deponluitur de cetero per to- 
tarn Atrnmch et p^ totam nTBEiiNiAM nisi per cos* 
teram mam* 

XXVIL BitSTB quod rocatur precipe de cetcno lum 
fiat alicui de aliquu tenemento undo liber amittere posnt 
curiaTn suam. 

XXVIII. Una mendura Tini sk per totum mnom 
nostrum & tma m^fisum cervisie et una mensum bkm sci-* 
licet quarterium DiTBLiir^ et una latitudo pannorum tinctiH 
rum russettorum baubefgettoruin scilicet due ukie infiu 
listas De ponderibns autem sit ut de mensum. 

XXIX. Nkjfiil detur de cetero pro brcvi inquisiti* 
onis de vita et membris sed gratis concedatur et non ne* 
getur. 

XXX. St aliquis teneat de nobis per feodi firmam vd 
socagium vol per burgagimn et de alio teneat tetnafii per 
servicium mihtare nee habebimus custodiam hntxlts nee 
lerre sue <}ue est de ftoda alterius occasione illius &odi finne 
vel soccagii tel burgagti nist ipsa ieodi fifma debeat serri* 
dnm mintare. No9 non hafc^btmus custodiam heredis Tel 
terre alicujus quam tenet de alio per serricium militare oc- 
casione aucujus panre serjantie quam tenet de nobis per 
aerncium reddenoi nobis cuheltos vel sagtttas vel Itujus- 
modi. 

XXXI. NfTLLtTs balliTUs ponat de cetero afiquem 
ad le^em simplici loquela sine testihus iideltbus ad hoc 
inductis. 

XXXII. NtJLLrs Kber homo capiatur vel imprison- 
etur vel disseisiatur aut udegetur ant e^ulet aut aliquo 
alio modo destmatur nee super eum ibimus nee super 
eum mlttemus nisi per legale judicium parium suorum 
vel perMwem terre. 

XXXin. NuLLi vendemus nuHi negabimus' aut di& 
feremus rectum aut justicmm. 

XXXIV. Omves mercatores nisi publice antea prohibiti 
fiierint babeant salvum et securum exirede IIvBf.aNiA et 
ventre in Htbebkiam et morari fet ire per Hyberkiah 
tam per terras quam per aquas ad emendum et vendendnm 
sine omnibus rtialis toltis per anliquas et rectas coitsue- 
todine^ preterquam in tempore guciTe ot si sint de terra 
cbntm nos guerrina et si tales iriveniantur hi terra nostra in 
principio guerre attacfaientur sine dairipno cofporum v^' 
t«iim donee sciatur a nobis vel a capital! justiciario nostro 
q^^Biodo mercatores t^ne nostre tracteutur que tunc inve- 
niehtur in term ccmtra nos guerrioa et si nostri-salvi sioi 
ibi alii sdhi sint in terra nostm. 

XXXV. Si ouis tenuerit de aliqua escaeta sicut de 
hanafe- Wa{ii;igen>rd Notingeham Bolon* Lanqa^' vel 
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•fib escaeiis que »unt in manu nosCm ei 8unt barcmre et 
obierlt heres ejus non det aliud relevium nee fitciat nobis 
aliud servicium quam faeeret baroni si terra ilia esset in 
manu baronis et nos eodem modo earn tenebimus quo baro 
cam tenuit. 

XXXVI. Homines qui manent extra forestam non 
veniant de cetero coram justiciariis nostris de £>res(a per 
communes summonitiones nisi sint in placito yel pl^ii 
aliciijus vel aliquoiiim qui attachiati sint pro foresta. 

XXXYII. Omnes honunes qui funaaverint abbatias 
unde habent cartas regum Anglie vel anti<|uam tenuram 
lis^eant earum custodiam cum yacaverint sicut habere de* 
bent et sicut supra declaratum est. 

XXXVIII. Omnes foreste que afTorestate sunt tempore 
icgis Johannis patris nostri station deafibrestentur et ita fiat 
de gruariis que per eundem Johannem tempore suq positl 
sunt in defenso. 

XXXIX. NuJLiiUS capiatur vel imj^isonetur propter 
i^mellum femine de moite alterius quam viri sui. 

XL. Omnes autem istas consuetudines predictas et li* 
bertates quas concessimus in regno nostro tenendas quan* 
turn ad nos pertinet erga nostros omnes d^ regno nostro 
tam clerici quam laici conaeryent quantum ad se pertinet 
«]^suos. 

^ aXiI. Quia vexo quedam capitula in priori carta con- 
tind>antur que ^mvia et dubitabilia yidebantur scilicet de: 
scutagiis et auxdiis assidendis de debitis Judeorum et alio* 
rum et de libertate exeundi <de r^pio et re^undi m regnum 
nostrum deforestis et forestariis de warennisetwarennariisde. 
oonsuetudiiiibus comitatuum et de ripariis et earum custo- 
dibus placuit supradictis prelatis et magnatibus ea esse in 
vespectu quousque plenius consilium habuerimus et tunc fa- 
ciemui plenis^tme tam de his quam de aliis que occurrerint 
emendanda id quod ad commimem omnium utihtatem oer- 
tinuerit et pacem et statum nostrum et regni nostri. Quia 
Tero sigiUum nondum habuimus presentem cartani sigillis 
venerabilis jpatris nostri domini Gualonis titulo sancti 
Martini presbyteri cardinalis apostolice sedis legati et Wil- 
lielmi MariscaUi comitis Penbrok' rectoris nostri et regni 
jiostri fecimus sigillan, Testibus omnibus prenominalis et 
aliis multis. ^ Dat' per raanum jpredictorum domini legati 
et Willielmi Mariscalli apud Bristollum duodecimo dicv 
Novembrls anno regni nostri prime. 
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Skjf€£ tliis Yolume Was «ent to pr^s ttie fbUdwing 
luihous llecard appealned in tte Calendar ofAndmt Chairs 
ters.. TlioagLi it varies in son^e instanees from the M& of* 
t\vd .Bodteian Library, quoted in the reign of Edwitrd the 
Third, ¥et it seems the complete»t and most auth^tic evi'^ . 
ditofie of die .&ct 06 there stated. For the sake s^.tho&tf- 
readers ivbc^ may not have an o}:^rtunity of reeumng to. it 
In the Calendar J &c. 1 have tak^ the Uberty of aimexiog 
U to this volum^k 

MEMOttANbA toE HIBERNIA. 

AiTNifi 49 & 50 E. IIL 

De personis ^cclesiastieis per EpiscopOs & Clei^m, ^ persd^ 
nis laicis per ConimuiXi^ cujuslibet Comitafus, & per Gives 
& Bu];;g;enses ciyuslibet ^Civitatis & Bur^ in Hib^piia) 
el]£endi8, & transmitiendis in Angliam, versus dominum 
'Regeuij & CojQsilium suum, ubicunque fuerit, & poteen 
Uttem siifficientem habentibuS) pro pr^edictis Episcc^s ^ 
Clero, Magnatibus cUjusUbet comitatus^ & Buig^i^ibua 
cujuslibet Civitatis & l3urg\9 ad trac^tanduin, consulen*- 
dum & cdncordandum cum ipso Rege, & ejus Consilio^ 
tarn super gubernatione & oefensione terras Hiisierniaa,. 
quam sitper au;siLili9 ibidem levaado ad sustentacaqni^m.. 
gu^rrae regis* 

Cum fi)tCEtLRNtrSSlMtJS tJoMlNtJS NOSTEft, DoMI- 

mf^ Rex ANGiit*, nuper transmiserit Nrchoiaum de 
Dagworth miHtem, ad terram jj^ritis domini regis Hibemiae^ 
ad qusedam negotia dicti domini regis, Praelatis, Magnati- 
bus, et Cottimunibus dictae tettae exponenda, prput idem ' 
Nichdlaus per dietum d(miinum regem erat oneratus, proui; 
in Uteris patentibus de Anglia inde ccgifectis, & in cancel- 
laria dicti domini regis in Hibernia irrotulatis^ plenius con- 
tinetttf j ftc idem Nicholaus, in Parliamento aicti domini 
regis apud Kilkenn. die Sabbatis in octabiS Sancti Mi- 
clweiis, aimo flegni ejutsdcm domini regis quadragesimo 
hono ex causa predicta summonito & tento, comparens, 
inter oeteva, tarn in diclis litcris, qnam in quadam inden- 
tttwi, per dietum Nichobttm in tficto PatUamento mon- 
¥ox. L « Z B^rata^ 
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strata, & ibidem perlecta, & postmodum in canceSaria 
praedicta exhibita, contenta; Preiatis, Magnatibus, & Com-* 
munibus ibidem tunc convocatis, articutos subscriptos ex- 
posuerit, videlicet, qualiter dictus dominus Rex, tam 
grandes sumptus & expensas snper si&tentatione guerrse in 
' terra sua praraicta, pro salvatione & de de&nsione gusdem, 
quales p«?r sfnt^a fecit 6t appoBuit, prtiptef ^xcessivdm eflii- 
Monem expensanim qnas circa guerras stifts aliunde ipsum 
(acere oportoret, diiftius non jwtuit sustinere, unde dictos 
PrelatoS) Magnate^ & Coihrafunes diligenter ^xcitando, 
quod ipsi prshnissis consideratis, ordinarcnt qualiter quilibet 
florum juxta fecultates suas, & status snt exigentiam, par- 
tem rationabilera hujusmodi sumptuum & expensarum, 
pro sust^ntalione gueTnpae regis in terra praedicta, ac salva- 
tione, defensionCf & gubematione ejusdem terrae, valeret 
siTpportare : & cum Prelati, Magnates & Communes su- 
pradicti, snper praemissis se excusaverint, videlicet, quod 
ipsi propter eonim insufficientiam & paupertatem, aliquam 
partem nujusmodi sumptuum & expensarum tunc temporis 
non possent supportare ; eosdem Prelatos, Magnates. & 
Communes, juxta vim & effectum indenturae praedictae^ 
postmodiim oneravcril, quod quilibet episcopos, duas per- 
8onas ecclcftiasttcas potcstatem snfficientem pro se & cWo 
finaB diocesis, per litefas procuratorias ab ipsis episcopo & 
dero, ac communes cujuslibet comitatus dictte terrae', duas 
personas laicas pote^tatem sufficientem pro magnatrous & 
communibus eju.4dem comitatus, ac cives & burgenses cG- 
JTislibet civitatis & burgi ejusdem terrae, duos cives & dubs 
crurgenses potestatem sufticientem pro se, civibus & bur- 
gensibus civitatum & burgorum praedictorum habentes, 
versus dictum dominum regem in Anglia, ad tractandum^ 
consulcndtim 8c concordandum cum dicto domino rege & 
ejus consilio, tam super gubematione gusdem terra?, quam 
super auxilio & sustentatione guerrae t^s, ibidem trans- 
mitterent:. cujus oneris prsetextu, & etiam pro eo quod 
i^em dominus rex literas suas de privato sigillo suo Willi- 
elmo de Wyndesore gubematori & custodi dictae terrae Hi- 
bernian, per dictum Nicholaum transmtsit, mandando 
eidem gubernatori & custodi quod si dicti Prelati, Mag- 
nates & Communes, partem rationabiletn hujusmodi sump- 
tuum ^ expensarum super se assumei-e recusareht, tunc 
idem gubefrnator & custos, tantum faceret^ quod quilibet 
episcopus^ ac communes cujuslibet comitatus, ac cives & 
burgenses cufUslibet civitatis & burgi terrae predictae, duaa 

Eersonas in forma, praedicta ti^smsraitterent, pfout in dicps 
teris de privato sigillo pleniuspoterit apparere ; de avisk- 
uleiito dicti gubematoris & custodis, ac consilii dicti do^ 
nuni regi» HibemiaB^ ^xtitit concordotum, quod brevia 
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liominl regis Archiepiscopis, Episeopifl, vicecomkibas, Se* 
aescallia, Majoribus, Superioribus, & Prspositis^ ac ora* 
nibus alitfl ^usdem terrse, quorum interest, ad electioneia 
hujusmodi duarum persotiarum, in Angliam in forma pree- 
dtcta transmittendarum, faciendam, mandarl deberent^ ut 
idaoi dominus rex, ac peritum consibum suum in Anglia, 
super electione prsedicta &'nonunibus hujusmodi electorum^ 
.«ac super efifeclu brevium prsedictorum, & retumorum eo- 
rundem ad partes Anglise transmittend^s, plenius poterunt 
ihformari. 

Qujj quidem brevia confecta, &dictis Arcliiepiscopis & 
aliis prsedictis mi^sa, & poglea in dictam cancellariam re* 
turnata fuerunt, & U>idem remanent de recordo, .quorum 
Tero brevium & retumorum tenores sequuntur sub hac 
£>rnia: 

Edwardus Dei gratia rex Angli«e & Franciee, & do- 
minus Hibemie, venerabili in Christo patri M. eadcm 
gratia Aixhiepiscopo Ardmachano salutem : 

Cum alias oneraTimus ditectum & fidelem nostrum Nb- 
dialaum Dagworth militem, nuncium nostrum versus ter- 
ram nostram Hibemite per nos transmissum, quod ipse in 
quodam Parliamento in terra nostm preedicta, prsetextu 1h 
.(erarusn nostrarum, dilecto & ^deli nostro Willielmo de 
' Wyndesore gubematoii & ciistodi dictae terree nostrse trans^ 
aiissaruiB, convocando, inter cetera in quadam indentura 
inter nos & dictum imndum- nostrum confecto, contenta, 
Prsdatis, Magnatibus, & Communibus terrae nostree prse« 
dictae, ad dictum Parliamentum eompaFentibus, exponi &*> 
•iseret, quod cum nos, tarn excessivas & intolerabiles ex* 
pen9as, circa guerras nostras in terra nostra prsedicta, pro 
salvatione & defensione cjusdcm, quales ante heec tempom 
4i^p66uimu8, propter maximam eflfusionem expensarum 
quas circa guerras nostras aliunde necessario nos ap]>onei*e 

9M>rtebit^ de ctetero siipportare minime- valeamus ; iidem 
rselati, Magnates & C'omi.i imes & eorum quilibet, juxta 
facultates suas & status sui exigentiam, partem ratiohabilem 
hujusmodi expensarum, pro sustentatione guerrae nostrae 
ibidem, ,& salvatione teme predktae, faciant supportare | 
& si iidem Praalati, Magnates & Communes |)artem rati<« 
onabilem Ivujusmodi expengarum super se caixn^e recusarent, 
tunc dictus nuncius noster ipsos «x parte nostra oneraret, 
quod quLUbet Episcopus duas personas ecclesiasticas idoneas 
potestatem sufficientem pro se & clero suae diocesis, per li- 
teias procuratorias ab ipsis episcopo & - clero, aC com- 
9iunes qujuslibet comitatus dictae terrae, duas personas laicag 
jpotestatem sufficientem tqm pro seipsis, quatn Magnatibus 
l^usdem comitatus, ac Cives & Burgenses cujuslibct Civi- 
tatis & Burgi ejusdem terrao, duos Gives & duos Bur- 
. . ^ genses 
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genres pcJtettalem si^fficientiein pn> i^ h GiTibuf 8c Buf« 
geusibus civitatum &r burgQVum mssdictortim hobentMi, 
veiBUB nos 8^ con^liuiQ nottrum in AIlgiu^ ad tiaik^ndtiR)^ 
coQsulendum & concordandum nobisciiin, tam mp^ gn^ 
bernaiione dictap terre, qiiam pro aui^ilip & susiehtatiane 
guerrae ibideai transmittei^ik. Et licet idem nuncius nosier, 
|)r8uni86a omnia & singjula PrielaUB, Mamwtibxid & com^ 
munibud in iSarliamento iiostro apud KliBfienn. in bdtabis 
Sancd Michaelis proximis praslerilis, ex causis pgwnaam 
^uminonito & tentq, compareutibus, exposuerijt, & ipsos in 
Ibnna pnedicta oneraverit ; ipei tamen se per eorum i|in 
eufficientiam excusar^nt, quod aUquam partei|i snroptntiai 
t^ exp^nsarum, pro gnerris noetrii^ ibidem manutenc^ndis^ 
^ priBBeite nequeant 'supportare : ob (|Uod, hujus^mpdi 
personas versus nos in Ai^liam, fx causis jprsediclv^ k| 
.^rma supradicta, transmim volentes^ yobis mand^us^ 
quod convocato coram vobis Cfero veBtrae dioceais, duaa 
personas eccleaiasticas hujusmodi poteataieiii pro Tobis 8^ 
^icto clero vestro obtinentes, de as^ensu ejusdem cleri digi^ 
& cotam noj^is, & dicto consilio nostro in AngUa ad 
^umptus ve9tro8, & dicti cleri ves^, citra qtmidenatn pih 
rificati(Hus beatse Mariai proxiih^ futur'^ idbicunque^ tan^ 
fuenmuB in J^jigliisLy ad tractanduni^ comnlendum & con* 
cordanduni, ut prsedictum e;8t, tr^smitti &cia(isi, nobis iii 
cancellaria npatra Hibemiae, d^ nomintbus cbctarum dua- 
rum persOTariim, sic per yob c^Uj^endMrmn^ citra festum 
Janets Katerinse vijgihis prox'' iulun^, ubicunqua ^nc 
fuerit sub Bigillo vestro certif^cantes, hcK^ bverd nobis tunc 
ibiden) remittenies, & hoc sub poens^' cenlum libratum, di^ 
yobis, & ^ccd clero y^tro, ad opus ncrstfum letandahmii 
pullatenus omittatis. 

TssTE Willielino de Wynde^&re gubematore S^ ciistode 
ierrae nostra^ Hibemiae, apud Kilkenn. xxv. dieOctc^riS)^ 
^no regni nostri '^nglice quadn^esima npno, re|^ vem 
hostri Franciae tricesimo sexto: ** 

Cu jud qiiidem brevis retunii tenor talb est i 
Pa^QTEXTU istius brevis, convocato corsviiV Aobis cleio 
nostras "diocesis, de nosiro communi consiliQ & assenso le* 
9ipondemus, quo^d contehta in breti huic sceduke consuto« 
QUo<](non tenemurju:^talibtotates, ppriv^gi^ jura,'leges^ 
constietudines ecclesias, nee terraei ^Hibemiie^ a^quos di 
^lero nostro eligeire, nee miuere ad partes Ang^as^ ad Far« 
liamenta seu consiUa in Aiifflii^ tenenda; tlOMn, ob rsve*. 
rehtiam dbmini ndgtri regis Anglic illustiisaimi, & propter 
trgentissimam^ neccfisitateni dictae terras jam immimsiC^ft ac^ 
prssens, salyls nobis & terraB praec^'cte Ma^natibut 8f 
pommunibii^, juribus, privilegiis, libertatibos, Jegibns, A 
f^i^uetudiniibw soia snpradictis^ concedimus dMiino Jke 
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^fini Cuank Sc WilKelmo Fitz^Adam jrkrieis per no» clec- 
f is, ftd pfpfichHTendum ad par^ Angliee, ibidem comm do-r 
inino iKDstno nege eomparjend. plenam potestatem ad trac- 
fandum, Gonsulendnm & concordandtrm, sujrer salvatipne,. 
de^Sensione, & bon^ gubematione terrte prffidictae. Except. 
tameA quod non concedimus preedicti^ niincii» seu eiectis 
hostris, poteftatem concedendi aliqaa onem sen subsidia 
super nos^ seu cterum prBedii:tiim ad praesen^, & hoc ^^jm 
popter paupertatem nostmm, & noatraraiu oigtiitatum & 
beneficiorum e^ilitatfem, qiiam propt^ iHisas, sumptus & 
expensas, qiio» quasi quoiidie, tarn in inveniend. homines 
ad arma hpbetarioa, & pe^it^^, quam in alii^ sii^inptibus & ^ 

expensi», quQ» no? circa defensionem partium nostrarum, 
& dictaB terrse necessario appone^e oportebit, quae tamen, 
licet juxta ripstrum ^c Com. totius terrse preaictie posse 
ii^ponatur, non sumciunt ad decimam partem sumptuum & 
expensarum, qu» circa guerras & resistentiam inimicorum 
flomini nostri regis ^ ripstrorum, ac defensionem terrse 
fjusdem apponi N>portet, & ob causas- prsedictas, 8c alia^ 
per praedictps ^lectos seu nuncios nostros prsedictos, fpram 
doiQino nostro rege in Anglia declarandas, aliter ad prs&n 
sens res^ndere non possumus. 

CoNSiMii^i; breve dirigitur custodibus spiritualitatis ' 
archiepiscopatus Dublin, sede vacayite, mutatis mutandis, 
^ub eadem data. . - i 

Tenor r^tumi prs^cti brevis cequitur sub hac fqrma : 

Ex€£iiiiENTi98|Mo lu Christo principi'& dbpiino nostro^j 
domiVio Edwi^rdo Dei gratiiv illiistri* regi Angliae & Fran- 
ciee^ & domino Hibemifi^, vestri humiles §: aevoti WiUel-j 
raus <fe Gi^yslee oanoiiicus ecclesiie' Sancti iPatricii Dublin! 
jSt Johannes Fitz-Elys firchidiaconu^ GHyn<lelacen. in eia^ 
dem, cuetodes spirHualitittis archiepiscopatua Dublin, sede 
vacant, salutem in eo per ouem reges tP^iant & principes 
cioiniiifantui:. ' . .^ . . 

Breve t^rum r^ium praesentibus annexum, nipper 
nobis directum, cum omm lionore recepimiis. *CJiiju^4 
fjttidem brevis ^rtu^e^ super contentis in epdem, convdca-r 
yiraus coram' nobi^ bleruni Uioc. Dublin, ac duas per- 
^nas ecclesiasticas, viSelicet me Jphannem Fitz-EIys ante- 
fficttimj" ^ diominum' Thomam Athelard vicariura de Dq- 
iMieM'y p6te!^C!em de qua' in dicto brevi vestro (it mentioj 
ptenam, pro nobis & dicto clerp optinentes, de assensii 
i^jtisdem cleri diegimus, ad comparehdun^ coram vobis, SC 
iestrb consilio in Anglia, sumptibus Aostris *& dicti cleri, 
fitra quindenam purincationis bejat© Mariae proximae fu- 
tttiram, ubicunque tunc fueritis in Anglia & ad tractatldum^ 
duin Sc concorclandiunj^ super hiis de quibus in 
* •' ^ ' ' dictgl 
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dicto brevi vestro plenior (it mendo^ de nomiiiibus vero 
dictaram petsonarum electarum cancellariam vesCram in 
Hibemia, citra dj^ra in preefato brevi vestjro Umitatum cer« 
tiiicamus, breve Yestrum r^gium nobis directum remit- 
tentes, & sic mandatum, vestrum in dicto brevi vestro, 
adiiqplevimus cum honore. Vestram excellentiam con- 
servet Altissimus, per tempora longa. 

In cujus rei testimonium, sigillum quo utimur in officio 
fiostro, prsesentibus est appensum. 

Dat. Dublin, xii. die mensis Novembris, anno Domini 
millesimo trescentesimo septuagesimo quinto. 

CoNsiMiLE breve dirigitur archiepiscopo Cassellensi, 
Tel ejus vicario generali ipso archiepiscopo in remotis 
agenijk), mutatis mutandis, sub eadem data. • 

Temou retumi brevis praedicti sequitiir in hflcc verba : 
• Ci^ERUS diocesis Xilassellensis coram nobis vocatus, de 

3'u8dem cleri unanimi assensu & nostro, elegit dominuia 
ohannem GofFard, cauonicum monasterii de Osseny, & 
rectorem eccler»iai de Kiltewenan, Cassellensis diocesis, quia 
facultates dictas diocesis non sufficiunt ad duos nuncios 
.transmittend.- qui Johannes habet potestatem ad tractan- 
dum, consulendum & concordandum, prout breve re- 
quirit ; salvia libertatibus ecclesiae & liberis consuetudinibus 
ferrae Hibemican^B. 

Con SI MILE breve dirigitur archiepiscopo Tuamensi, qui 
nichil inde respondit. 

CoNsiMiLE breve dirigitur episcopo Miden. mutatis mu- 
tandis, sub eadem data. > 

Tbitor retumi brevis prsedicti sequitur in haec varba. 

Stefhan^s episcopm Miden. dicit prose &clerosuo^ 

auod, pro eo quod ipse concessit, pro se & clero suo, prse- 
icto domino i^gi, in auxilium relevationis expens£u*um su- 
arum ^ien^* super sustentatione guerrarum suarum Hr- 
bemiae, in parliamento de quo in hoc brevi fit mentio, & 
per literas suas eidem domino regi & consilio suo in An- 
glia, per Nichoiaum de Dagworth mihtem inde transmissa^, 
centum marcas^ solvendas prput in dicta cpncessione con- 
tinetur, npn tenetur aliquos nuncios eljgere vel transmittere 
ad p^irtes AngUae, coram dominp re^, prout istud bieve 
requirit; tam^ ob reverentiam dqmini r^is prsedicti, & 
urgentissimam necfessitat^m jam eminentem in terra prae- 
dicta, praedictus i^piscopus, ma^istruiu Barthplpm^um Dul- 
lard, rectorem ecclesiae parochi^is beatae Mariae de Dro- 
gheda, nunciuip suum, ad informandum & con^ulendnni praB- 
qictum dominum regem & consilium suum in Anglia, de 
& isuper statu & gubernatione teiTae Hiberniae, & reniediis 
inde apponendis, salyis libertatibus & consuetudinibu^ ter- 
Tdt redic^, & ecclesiarum ejusdem; ordpmndum, pro se 

« clero 
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8c clero suo praedicto, cum sufficienti potestate transHiil- 
tk. 

CoNSiMiLE breve dirigitur episcopo Daren' j mutatis mu-* 
tandis, sub eadeih data. 

Tenor retumi brevis praedicti sequitur in ht«c verba : 

Ph^textu hujus brevis, convocato coram nobis clefo 
hostrae diocesis, idem clems noster una nobiscum, exccpto 
domino priore hospitalis Sancti Johannis Jerosolime in Hi* 
bemia, qui, licet magnam partem ecclesiarum nostrac dio- 
tesis in proprios usus optineat, nobiscum & clero nostro su- 
pradicto in hujusmodi negotio concuiTere renuit & recu- 
savit, & quia idem dominus prior, auctoritate Apostolica 
a nostiu jiirisdictione penitus est exeraptus, ipsum domi- 
num priorem ad id faciendum compellere nou poterimus, 
Williehno White decano ecclesise nostrae cathedralis Daren.* 
& Ricardo White rectori de Donaghdia, per nos & dictum 
derum^ nostrum cqmmuniter electis, plenam concessit po-» 
testatem, ad tractandum, informandum, consulendum & 
concordandum, cum domino nostro rege, & consilib suo, 
ubicunque faerit in Anglia, ad diem in isto brevi conten- 
tum, super statu, salvatione & gubematione terrae sua Hi- 
bemiae supradictae ; sed ad ipsum clerum ulterius oneran-^ 
dum seu obligandum, aliquibus oneribus seu subsidiis 
quam onerati sunt, nullo modo vult concedere potestatem, 
eo quod propter guerram inimicorum & rebellium <iomint 
nostri r€^s, & fidelis populi sui, in diocesi nostra Daren, 
supradicta, de die in diem . . • . quae pro majori parte est - 
cUstructa, • & propter beneficiorum exilitatem, ac etiam pau- 
pertatem & inopiam cleri supradicti, alia qu«vis onera 
quam indies & communiter portat & sustinet, qua? grandia 
sunt & importabilia • . • • debeat sustinere, & supportare 
nequit quoquo modo, prout praedicti procuratores nostri, 
coram domino nostro rege & consilio suo in Anglia, 
si necesse fuerit, ad plenum declarare poterunt in eventu. 

CoNSiMTLE breve dirigitur episcopo licighlynen. muta- 
tis mutandis, sub eadem data. 
V Tenob retumi brevis praedicti sequitur in haec verba : 

Prjetextu hujus brevis, convocato clero tiostrae diocesis 
infrascripti, & perlectis coram ipso omnibus, & singulis 
articulis in hoc brevi contentis, qui omnes & singuli de 
clero nostro antedicto unanimiter allegarunt, quod nulla 
persona ecclesiastica versus dpminum regem & consilium 
SHum Anglix, super articulis praedictis, propter nostromfti 7 
& eorum insufficientiam, paupertatem, Sc inopiam, quaa 
iios ipsi & communes dictae diocesis, per destmctiones, ro- 
berias, arsiones, & depredationes Hibemicorum inimicorum 
indies in • • • • perpetratas ante haec tempora^ devenimus, 
citra qmndenam purificationis beats Marias • . . . content. 

svunptilDUS 
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fllli^buB noelm traitomuti posut, prout hoc htese Mf*. 
quint, & maximcf, ed quod in diocesi nostiu praedicta, extm 
manus Hibemicorum inimicorum ^mini regis non sunt 
cidtae & manuopemt^e prseter quattlordecinfi carucatae terrx> 
quod all^^at. extitiase in Parliamento ollimo tento apud 
Kilkenn. per nos & clerum nostrum, ac communitatem co- 
mitatUB Cadierlagh/ coram gubernatore, & !|>}i«hoiao Dag<> 
wortli miliie infiuBcript. ac consiiio domini tegis, quaruni 
decimam partem reputamua minus suilkient^an -pro susten<* 
tatione nostra. 

C0N8IMILE breye dirigitur episcopo Ossbrien. niutatin 
mutandis, sub eadem data. 
Tenor retumi brevis praedicti sequitur in haec Verba : 
AiiEXANDEil episcdpus Ossorien. & Johanna de Acms 
• • « « electi aunt per dictum episcopum & clerum suae dio- 
cesis, de essendo coram dominorege & ejus consiiio in An^* 
glia, ad diem in brevi cont€!btum, ad fimiendumprout brevet 
requirit: salvifi libertatibus & liberis consuetuoinibus ec-' 
clesis & terrae Hibemix. 

CoNsiMiLE breve dirigitut episcopo lismolen. ftvWa*' 
terford. mutatis mutandis, sub eadem data. 
Tenob returni brevis praedicti sequitur sub hac forma : 
Nomina duarum personarum eeelesiasticarttm ffta 
Tbonm episcopo Lismoren. & Waterford. & cl^ro suae di*' 
ocesis electarum, ad comparendum conun domino rege in 
Anglia, ad diem in hoc brevi contentum, ubicunqii# tunc 
fuerit in Anglia, pot^taiem pro ipsis episcopo & cleio pii>^ 
ciuator. hal^ntium, ad tractandum & awsulendum euai 

r domino rege, & ad ipsum dominum regem infennan-' 
I super articulis in hoc brericontentia, Tidelicet, Tho^ 
mas Lismoren. & Waterforden^ episeopus, & magister 
Philippus Raye clericus, absque aliqua pot^late peripeoa 
episcopum & clerum, dictis petsoms concessa, ad con^ 
cordandum in praemisais, : ne ubertales.ecclesiae terrae Hi« 
bemicanae infHn^ntur, ed quod hujuanodi potestas con«« 
cordandi, in nuusimum praejudieium ecdesiac suae, ac libei^ . 
tates ecclesiae & terras Hibemtcanse^ midtum eedere pos-> 
set, prout dictae personam coram ipso domiop rage, ai ne** 
cesse fuerit, ad plenum <feclaiabunt. 

C0N8IMJLB breve dirigitur episcopo Fenteo. mutatift 
mutandis, sub eadem data. 

Tbnoa retumi brevis prardiai sequitur sub hoc forma : 
Cmj6B,v» diocesis nostrae Femen. coram nobis convocab* 
tus, de ^us unanimi ^tssensu & noatro, el^t magistmrn 
Willielmum de Sanoto Johanile dccaaom ecclesix nostna 
Femmi. & Ricardum Whitty ckncum, qui pienem po- 
testoceia haboaat 4ui Jfaciandhim pnnt istnd brere re- 

qwits 



quirit : salvis libertatibus eccleiiae, & libfiris conauetudini- 
bus terrae Hibemiae. 

C0N8IMILE breve dirigitur episcopo Lymer. mutatis 
mutandis^ sub eadem data. 
Tbnor returni fcrevis praedicti s^uitur sub hac forma : 

Nomina duarum persoharum idonearum pro episcopo 
& clero diocesis Lymer. electarum, kd tractandum, con- 
sulendum & concordandum, cum domino nostro rege, 
& ejus consiHo, citra quindenam purificationis beatae Ma- 
riae prox. futur. ubicunque tunc fuerit in Anglia, prout 
istud breve requirit, magister Johannes Fox & Johannes 
Route clericus. 

CoNsiMiLE breve dirigitur episcopo Lismoren. mUtatii 
tnutandis. sub eadem data. 

Tenoe returni brevis praedicti sequitui* in haec verba : 

E^CEtLENTtsstME dominCj quoad duas peraonas eccle- 
fiiasticas per nos mittendas, cum suffici^nti mandato versus 
Ancliam, prout vestrum breve praesens recjiiirit, nuUo 
modo easdem personas mittere valemus, videhc^, propter 
notoriam & nimiam paupertatem nostram, ac cleri nostri, 
cum nullum clerum ad praesens habemus residentem, ra- 
tione continuflB guerrae & inextinguibilis in diocesi nostra 
cxistentis^ exceptis paucis clericis pauperrimis manentibus 
inter inimicos vestros & nostros ; mittemus tamen negotia 
nostra . . • . cum sufficientepotestate versus Angliam, prout 
continetur in praesenti mandato, per personas ecclesiasticaa 
electas pro clero Lismoren. 

CoNstMiLE bfreve dirigitur episcopo Cork, mutatis mu- 
tandis, sub eadem data. 

Tenoe returni brevis praedicti sequitnr in haec verba : 

Magistee Thomas Rys & magister Johannes White 
derici, cathedralis Cork, canonici, sunt.electi per G. epis- 
copum Cork- & totum clerum ejusdem diocesis, de es- 
sendo coram domino nostro rege, & ejus cdnsilio, ubicun- 
que ftierit in Anglia, ad diem in brevi praedicto con- 
tentum, ad tractandum, consulendum & concordandum, . 
prout breve requirit. 1 • • 

CJoNsiMiLE breve dirigitur episcopo Clon. vel ejus vi- 
cario generaU ipso episcopo in remotis agente, mutatis mu- 
tandis, sub eadem data. 

Tenoe returni brevis praedicti sequitur h\ haec verba : 

CbEEUs diocesis Clonen. de asse»su communi, elemt 
Thomam priorem Villas Pontis & Johannem Sandy capel- 
lanum, ad comparendum coram doiran^ nostro rege m 
Anglia, citra quindenam purificationis beatae Mariae prox. 
futur. ubi tunc fuerit, ad tractandum, consulendum & con- 
cordandum, una cum ahis procuratoribus electis provmciae 
Cassellen8i$, prout idem breve xequiriu 
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CoNBinfiLc breve dir^tur episcc^ Ken mutatis niti^ 
tandis sub eadem data. 

Tenor retumi brevis praedicti sequitur m haec verba: 

CoNVOCATO clero nostrae dioces'm, electi sunt duo nun- 

rii in Angliain, secundum tenoreiu brevis, videlicet, Ma- 

•gister Gilbertus .,•.•• & Johannes tilius Johannis, ca* 

nonici cathedralis ecclesiae nostrae, qui ibunt ad AnglianK 

domino concedente. 

Rex vicecomiti Dublin, salutem : 
Cum alUftft oneraverimus, dilectum & fidelem nostrum 
*Nicholaiun Dogworth mititem, nuncium nostrum versus, 
terram nostrum Hibemix, &c. ut supra, usque ibi trans- 
-niitti volentes, & tunc sic ; tibi praecipimus, quod convo- 
catis CMam te magnatibus & commuuibus comitatus tui^ 
dua» peifMHias lakas, hujusmodi potestatem, tam )>ro se, 
quam dictis magnatibus & communibus optiuentes, de- 
e{)rum comnuuii assensu, «lig>9 &c. ut supra^ usque ibi 
Remittent "^y & tunc sic, & hoc sub poena centum mai - 
c;arum, de te & communibus comitatus tui, ad opus nos* 
trum levandum^ nuUatenud oniittatis. Teste, &c. u% 
tnpra. 

CrjiTSQriBESf bnrvis retumi tenor talis est: 
NiciiOLACS HouTn & Ricardus White electi sunt per 
xnagndtes & communes comitatus DubUn. ad comparen- 
durii coram domino rege, & consilio suo in An^liam, citm 
•ouindenam purificationis beatae Mariat^ unde istud bi-eve 
iacit nientionem, ubicunque tunc fuerit ia Anglia, plenam 
-potestatem, pef uFaedictos magnates, & communes liaben- 
dos, ad iractandum & consulendum, cum ipso domino 
rege, & consilio suo, ibidem, ad i))sum dominum re^em 
intormaiidum, super statu 8c gnbematione tecra? sua HL- 
bemiae^ absque aliqua potestate per praedictos magnates & 
t^mmuiies, prardictis Nichokuv oc Rurardo concessa, con- 
eordand. praedictos magnates & ccnnmunes, onemre de ali- 
quibus oneribus super eis imposterum imponcndis, propter 
<diversa quae per praedictos Nicholaum. & ilicardum tunc 
ibidem declambuntur. Et super hoc,, pro eo quod qiiam- 
plures de sufiicientibus hominibus comitatus Dublin, per 
quandam petiiionem suam, sub eorum sigillis sigillatam^ 
consign, gubematori & custodi, ac cancellarioy & aliis de 
consilio dX)tnini regis in Hibemia^ monstrarunt & certiii- 
carunt, quod ipsi election! dictorum Nicholat & Ricardi: 
hon consentiermit, quorum nomrna in certificatione prae- 
dicta, praesentibus annexa, ,plenius inseruntur, de avisa- 
mento dictorum gubematoris & consilii, adverten. qualiter 
^ discensio & variatio super electione prsdicta intcrvenerunt, 
pro omni altercatione m ea parte amevdnda, concordatum 
. iuit, quod ]kev9 doiaini i^s pat^ntes; sub magao sigillo 
- ' - . suo 
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sab quo utitur in Hibernia, fratri ThomK Scurltk «tbbati 
domus sancti Thoraae Martins juxta Dublin, tlnesaurario 
domini regis in Hibemia, & Roberto de Preston capitali 
justiciario de communi banco Hibernise^ ad inieresseed« 
election! in hac parte faciend. & ad earn «tipervidend. Sc 
de nominibus sic eligendorum ; & si de communi assensu 
dictorum magnatum & commun. vel majoris pairtis eorundenri 
electi fuerint, necne in canceilaria domini regis in Hibemia 
certificand. prout in Uteras prsedictis, prsBsentibus anne^xisy 

?lenius continetur: ac breve dicti dortiini regis vicecomiti 
>ublin. de convocando dictos magnates & communes, in 
ftrsesentia dictorum thesaurarii & justiciarii, ad electionem 
mjusmodi de eorum communi asaensu faciend. & de no*' 
minibus sic eligendorum, in cancellariam praedictam certi-^ 
ficand. prout in eodem brevi praesentibits similiter annexci 
plenius poterit apparere^ mandari deberent. Qui quidem 
thesaurariiffi & justiciarius, virtute dictanim litetBrum in 
dictam cantellariam retumarunt, quod viginti & quatuor 
person 86 elegerimt Nicholaum Uoutlt & Willielmum 
Fitz- William, & viginti personae elegerunt praedictum 
Nicholaum & Ricardum Whi^e, prout in returno inde 
pr«esentibus annexo, satis constat ; ac dictus vicecomes 
retumavit, quod magnates & communes meliores dicti co- 
mitatus elegerunt praedictos Nicholaum & Ricardum^ 
& alios -non tenentur eligere, prout in retnmo super dicto 
brevi confecto, & praeseiitibus annexo plane liquet. Efc 
quia visis returnis praedictis, praefiitis g^ibernatori & con- . . 
silio constabat, prtedictos Nicholaum & Williehnum pf*r 
majores & suiiicieiUes dicti comitatus electos existere, udmn 
gubeniatw & consilium electionem dictorum Nicholai & 
Vmiielmi duxerunt acceptandam : et snper hoc, de avii^a* ^ 

mento dictorum guberuatoris & consiilii, aliv litene pa- 
tentes ipsius domini regis, pi^fetis thesaurario & justiciario 
missae fuerunt, continentes quW ipsij omnes perRonas pra** 
dictas, una cum aliis magnatibus & communibus ditci 
comitatus, coram eis ac vicecomite vel coronatore comrta* 
tus prsedicti venire* facerent, ipsosque axl concedend. po- 
testatem sufficientem, prdcdictisNlchoko& WilJielmo, tim\ 
ad concordand. quam tractand. & consulend. compellorenti 
et de eo quod inde fecerent, in cancellariam pnedictam certi* 
ficarent, prout in eisdem literis praesen^ibus annexis }:denins 
poterit apparere ; quarum quidem literamm retumnm jm*.*- 
tet in quadam cedula eisdem likens consuta. Et prd 
eo, quod dicti magnates & comm<imes. in discensione 8c 
altercatione ut preedicitur, perseverant, ne negotia, regia 
in hac parte expediend. propter hujusmodi ^ngularem 
discensionem idve altercatioitiBm, diuiius retarden^ur, tsnt 
lixerae & l»:evia prsdicta, quam returna eorumdem modis 

' quibus 
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quibus Hunt de avisamento dictorum gubernatoris H 
consilif, coram domino rege in Angliam transmittantur* 
C01991MILS breve dirigitur vicecomiti L#oueth. sub ea- 
dem daia. 

Tenor retumi brevis, preedicti sequitur in haec verba : 
PftiETEXTU hujusmodi brevis,' convocatis magnatibusi 
& communibu9 comitatiis Loueth. iidem magnates S£ 
communes de eorum communi essensu, una voce dixerunt 
quod ipsi, juxta Jura, priyilegia, libertates, l^es, Sc con- 
•ueiudines terrae Hibemiae, a tempore conquestus eju^dem 
& ante, u^itat. non tenqntur eligere, nee mittere ^lic^uo^ 
~ de terra praedicta, ad Parliamenta, nee consilia Jn Anffli% 
tenend. ad tractand. consulend. & concordand. prputhoc 
breve requirit ; tamen ob reverentiahi domjni ho§tn regii 
Angliae, & propter urgentissimam hecessitatem diiptae ternc, 
& populi fidelis ejusdem, ad praesens, salvis praefittis com- 
munibu0 jiiribug, privilegiis, libertatibus, legibus, & con- 
suetudinibus prsBdictis, concedunt Rogero 'GejTidn & Ri- 
cardo Verdon, per ipsos electis, ad transfretfinduHi ad par- : 
tes Angiiae, ibidem comm domino no^tro rege comparendl 
plenam pptestatem ad tractand. consulend. ct concordand. 
super salvatione, defenisione & bona guberhatione terras 
praedictae. Exc^. tamen, quod non' cpnc^unt prse- 
ratis l^ogero & Ricardo, potesiatem' concederidi auqua 
onera seu 8\ibsidia super ipsoB ad p^^ns - imponen- 
da. propter paupertatem dictae commuhitatis, & propter 
magnas expensas suas quas cotidie tam in inveniendo ho- 
minfis ad arma, hobeiarios, SC ' pedites, in def^nsionq 
marchiarum dic^i comitatns,' erga fortibreg Hiliemicos^ 
Hibemiae, inimicos^ & i-ebelles domini nostri Inegis An-- 
glise, & propter illas f:ausas & alias, quas praedicti Ro^ 
gerus & Ilicardus coram domino nostro rege & suo con- 
fiilio in Anglia, declarabimt^ aliter ad pneseiis respon* 
dere rion possunt. 

CoNSiMiLE breve dirigitur vicecomiti Kil4ar« sub eadem 
> data. ■■' ■ ' . . - ^' i 

Tekor retumi brevi« praedjcti sequitur in hacc verba: 
Prjetbxtu hnjus brevis, convocatis magnatibus & 
tiommunibiis comitatus Kildar- iidem magnates'& commu- 
. nes, &c. ut supra, usique ibi ; prout hoc breve requirit," 
& tunc sic; ob reverentism tapieh domini nostri regis, 
& voluntatis suae, ac mandatorum suorutn complemen-' 
tum, ac propter urgentem necessitatem^ pro ruina & ino- . 
pia dictae tetrae, et populi fidelis ejusdem, domino re^ 
declarand. hac vice, cphcedunt potestatem Johanni' 
Rocbeford & Petro Rovire, per ipsos magnates & com- 
munes electis, ad tractandum, consulendum & concor- 
dandum, cum ipso domino i^ge, super statu & gubema- 

tione 
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ripne^jusdem terrae, absque aliqna potestate eisdem electia 
fonce^BLp ad ipsos magiiates & communes, erjja donuaum 
legem in aliquo pnerand. Itatamenquod dicta conCessio3iv<* 
inissio dictis Inagnatibus & communibus, in f uturo, non cedat 
in preji\dicium jurium, privilegiprum^ libertatum, legum & 
jconsuetudinjum praedictoiiHii, quibus ipsi magnates & com* 
munes a temppre conquestus Hiberni^ inconcusse & inviolar , 
biliter usi sunt & gavisi. 

CoNsiMiLB breve dirigitur vicecpmiti Cathirlagh. sub 
eadem data. 

Tenor retumi brevis praedicti s^quitur in bsec verba: 

Pr^textu hujus brevis, convocatis coram me apud Ca- 
thirlagh. communibus comitatus Cath/ & perlectis coram 
ipsis, omnibu3 & singulis articulis in hoc brevi contends,, qui ' 
dmnes & singuli coram me unanimiter allegarunt, quod nulr 
)am personam laicam, coram domino rege et consilio suo in 
An^ia, ad tractandum ibidem super ^iticulis prscdictis, 
propter ebrum insufficientiam et ino|>iam, ac freqiientes de- 
titnictiones, roberias, & depredatipnes, quae ante hsec terajjora 
fiiversimode sustinueruntet indies sustinent, per Hibemicos 
inimicos et rebelles dpmini nostri regis comitatus praedicti^ 
llictum comitatum undique invadentes et destriientes, citra 
cjuindenam purificationis heatae Mariae in hoc brevi conr 
ient. ad sumptus ipsius comitatus transmittere*popsunt; ac 
etiam, pracdicta conipiunitas coram me eorum sacramenta 
pres^iterunt, quod non sunt cuUee et manuoperataB in comi- 
iatu praedicto, in manibus ligeorum dpmini regis, pr§jter/ 
|]uatu6rdecim carucatse terras pmnibus compqtatis, et qua^ 
quidem insufficientiam et inopiam, GaTfridiis de Valle et 
PhiUippus de Valle- milites, electi pro communitate comitatus 
praedicti, ad compareridum in Parliamiento tento./apud 
Kilkenh. coram giibernatore domini regis Htberniae, aq 
caeteris de consilio ibidem jn'octab. s^incti Michaclis prox- 
prajterit', coram •,••••• gubeniatore, et Nicholao Dag- 
worth milite infrascnpto, ^t dicto consilio allegand. protestan, 
quod . • . 4 . . personam dSfam domino rege • • . • dicto coa- 
^ilb suo in Angha, ad sumptus dictae communiy,tis, et causia 
praemissis, transmittere potuenmt. 

" Cossiuit^ b^eve aingittir vicecpmiti Waterford. sut^ 
eadem data. 
' Tenor returni brevis praedicti sequitUr in haec verba : 

RiCARDus BoTiLLER et David Cogan sunt electi d«^ 
communi assensu comitatus WaLterford. de essendo coram 
domino rege^ et ejus consilio in Anglia, ad diem' in brevi con- 
tentam, aa mciendum, prout breve reqiiirit : salvis libertati- 

bus,juribus, etlegibus, et • • • • consuetudinibiis terras 

Hib^miae.'^ 

CoKsiMii/E breve dirigitur vicecomiti Weys. sub eadem 

Tenoh 
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Tenor returni brevis praedicti eequitur in haec verba: - 
Nomina duarum per^narum per mafnates ct communes 
comitatUB Weys. praetextu istius brevis electarum, ad Scien- 
dum, prout istud breve requirit, videlicet, Ricardus Whittey 
& Willielnius de Sancto Jolianne, Clericus^ 

CoN£ri]MLii.E breve dirigitur vicecomiti Lymer. sub eadem 
data. 

Tenor returni brevis praedicti sequitur inhxc verba: 
HcNRicus Bercley et Thomas Kildare sunt electi, per 
^magnates et commuties comitatlis Lymer. ad transfiretandum 
versus dominum regem in AngUam, et consilium suum ibidem, 
ad tractandum, consulendum, et concordandum, super jqui- 
busdam negotiis, statum et gubemationem terree dicti domini 
regis Hibemiae concementibus, prout breve requirit. 

CoNSiMiLE breve dirigitur vicecomiti Cork, sub eadem 
data. 

Ten OR returni brevis praedicti sequitur in hare verba : 
Ricardus he Wynchbdon et Philippus fiUus Roberti 
White electi sunt, per magnates et communes comitatus Cork* 
ad faciendum et concordanduin pro eis in Anglia, sumptibus 
conim, prout breve requirit. 

Rex senescalo libertatis Mid. et vicecomiti Croc, ibidem 
salutem : 

Cum alias oneraverimus, &c. ut supra, usque ibi transmitti 
yolentes, et tunc sic, vobis mandamus, quod convocatis coram 
Tobis magnatibus, et commuuibus comitatis Mid. duas per* 
spnas laicas, &c. ut su{)ra. Teste, ut supra. 

Tei?or returni brevis prxdicti sequitur in haec verba: 
Nomina duarum personarum laicarum per communitatmn 
libertatis Mid. electarum, Willielmtis de London' miles et 
Ricardus Plunket, ad comparendum coram domino regc, et 
cpnsilio suo in Anglia, ad aiem in isto brevi contentum, ubi* 
cunque fuerit in Anglia, plenam potestatem habentes, ad 
tractandum et consulendum, cum ijiso domino rege ibidem^ 
^ ipsum dpminum re^em intbrmandum, super statu et gu- 
bematione terrae suae Iliberniae, absque aliqua potestate per 

Ersedictam cqmmunitatem libertatis praedictae, prsedictis dua- 
us perspnis concessa de aliquibus oneribus super eis impos- 
lerum imponendis, propter diversa quae per praedictas per* • 
sonas ibidem declarabuntur. 

CoNsiMiLE breve dirigitur senesqiUo libertatis Kilkeim. 
et vicecomiti Croc, ibidem sub eadem daia. 

Tenor retunii brevis praedicti sequitur in.h«c verba : 
Alexander e^)iscopus Ossor. et Galfmlus Ferstall <electi 
sunt, per senescallum Ube^tatis Kilkenn. vioeeomitem Croc< 
ibidem, ac magnates, et communes ejusdem comitatus, dc 
essendo pro eisdem, coram domino rege et ejus consik), 
ubicunque tunc fuerit in Ajnglia^ ad diemia brevi coittf^num, 

ad 



APPENDIX. S7S 

*d tractandum, et consulendum, de negotiis, terram Hlber- 
nix, et dictum comitatum tangentibUvS : salvis libertatibiis ac 
liberis consuetudinibiis terrae Hibenaise, ac coinitatus prx- 
dicti, ita semper, quod dicti Alexander et Galfridus, neg 
eorum aliquis, nullaterius potestatem habeant concordandi, 
ad aliqua onera super dictos senescallum, vic^omitem, mag- 
nates, seu communes imponenda, seu quovis modu reci- 
pienda. 

Et postraodum, pro eo, quod dicti magnates et com- 
munes, non dederunt praedictis electis, potestatem concor- 
dandi, prout breve domini regis requirebat, et etiam pro eo, 
quod duae laicsc personae, et non aliqua ecclesiastica per- 
sona, ad transfretandum, pro dictis magnatibus et commw- 
nibus versus partes Angliae, juxta mandatum et voluntatem 
domini regis, extra Angliam eligi deberent, i\& avisamento 
gubematoris et custodis terras regis Hiberniae, et consilii ibi- 
dem, per breve domini regis, sicut alias, praeceptmn fuitprae- 
fatis senescallo et vicecomiti, quod dictis magnatibus et com- 
munibus, ex parte domini regis injungerent, quod ipsi de 
eorum communi assensu eligerent unam laicam personam, 
loco dicti episcopi, liabentem sufficientem potestatem, una 
cum praeFata Gaifrido, tam ad concordand'ura quam tractan- 
dum et con^Iendum, ut pr«dictum est. 

Returni cujus quidem brevis tenor talis est: • 

Walterus filius Willielmi Coterell de Kenlys, electiw 
iest loco Alexandri episcopi Ossar, una c\im Galfrido Forstall, 
per senescallum libertatis Kilkenn. et vicecomitem Croc, ibi- 
dem ac magnates, et communes ejusdem comitatus de cssendo 
pro eisdem coram domino rege, et ejus consilio, ad diem in 
orevi contentum, ubicunque tunc fiierit in Anglia, ad trae- 
tandum, consulendum et concordandum, de negotiis, tenum 
HibemiaB, et dictum comitatum tangentibus : salvis liberta- 
tibus et liberis consuetudinibus terrae et communi tatis praf- 
dictomm; et except, quod dicti Walterus et Galfiidus, nee 
eorum aliquis, nuUatenus potestatem habeant concordandi 
ad aliqua onera, super dictos magnates et communes impo- 
nenda, seu quovis niodo recipienda. 

Co jfsiMiLE breve dirigitur senescallo Kbertatis Tyar. &; 
yicecomiti Croc, ibidem sub eadem dat». . 

Tenor returni brevis pi'aedicti sequitnr in haec v^rf>a : 

WiiiriiELMTTS Newebery et Willielmus Yong, sunt 
electi de communi assensu, tam libertatis, quam Croc, de 
essendo coram domino rege, et ejus* consilio in Anglia ad 
diem in brevi contentum, ad fiiciendum, prout breve requirit : 
salvis libertatibus, juribus, et legibus, et libei'is consuetudini- 
bus terrae Hibernise. 

CoxsiMiT^E breve dirigitur senescallo libertatis Ker. et 
ticecomiti Croc, ibidem sub eadem data. 

TfiNOR 
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Texor retiimi brevis pnedicti sequitur in Iiapc verba: 
(iiLBERTts filius Walter, et Thomas Pitz-Daniell del 
llatli. laici, electi sunt per magnates et communes comitatui^ 
Ker. tam pro libeitate, quam pro Croc, de essendo coram 
coasilio domini regis in quinden. purificationis be»tae Mariae^ 
prox' futur', in Anglia, ad tractandum, congulendum et con- 
cordandum, prout breve requirit. 

Rex majori et ballivis civitatis suae Dublin, salutem : 
Vvu alias oneraverimua, &c. ut supra, usque, ibi tran^- 
mitti volentes, et tunc sic ; vobis mandamus, quod convo- 
catis coram vobis civibus et communibus ejusdem civitatis, 
duos civc8 hujusmodi potestatem, &c. ut supra, sub eadem 
data. 

Ten on retumi brevis prxdicti sequitur in hacc verba: 
Pr^textcj hujus brevis, convocatis civibus et communi-' 
bus civitatis domini regis Dublin, iidem cives et communes, 
de eorum unanimi assensu, una voce dixerunt, quod ipsi 
juxta jura, privUegia, libertates, le^, et consuetudines tertaer 
Hibemise, a tempore conquestus ejusdem usitata, non tenen- 
tur mittere aliquos de terra praedicta, ad Parliamenta iicc 
consilia in Anglia tdhta, nee ad tractandum^ consulendum et 
concordandum, cum domino mge in Anglia, prout hoc breve 
requirit ; ob reverentiam tamen domini regis,|et voluntatis 
8use ac mandatorum suorum complement, et propter urgen- 
fem necessitatem pro ruina et inopia dictse terrae, et populr 
fidelis ejusdem, domino resi declarandum,hac vice concedunj: 
Johanni Blackboyn et Jonanni White civibus civitatis prae- 
dictse electis pro civitate praedicta, potestatem ad tractanaum, 
consulendum et concordandum cum domino rege, et consilia 
suo in Anglia, super statu et gubematione ejusdem terr^e 
Hiberniae; potestatem prxdictorum Joliannis et Johanni» 
electorum ad ipsos cives et communes, de alicj^uibus oneribu» 
erga dominumregem onerandis, concedendis m omnibus re- 
servat. Ita tamen quod dicta coucessio sive missio, in futuroy 
dictis civibus et communibus non cedat in praejudicium ju* 
rium, privilegiorum, libertatum, legum et consuetudinum 
praedictorum, quibus magnates et commune Hibeniiae, ac 
ipsi cives et communes civitatis prsedictae, a tempore con* 
questus HibernioB inconcusse usi sunt et gavisi. ' 

CoNsmiLE breve dirigitur majori, senescallo, et ballivis 
villee suae de Dro^heda, ex utraque parte aquae, &c. mutati» 
mutandis, sub eadem.data. 

Tenor retumi brevis prstdicti sequitur in Iiacc verba t 
Pr-Etextu hujus brevis, convocatis burgensibus et com- 
munibus villae. de Droo^heda ex utraque parte aqux, iidem, 
&c. ut supra, usque ibi hac vice concedunt, et tunc sic po* 
testatem Willielmo White et Nicholao Starkey electis pro 
villa praedicta, ad tragtandum^ &c. ut supra^ mutatis mu« 
landis, 

C0NSIMIL&> 
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CoHsimiiE bfe?)e dlrigitnr Tttajori et baUivis ciTitatis sim 
Waterfbrd. mutatis mutandis, sub eadem data. 
^T^woR returni brevis praedicti sequitur in hsec verba : 
Pr^tbxtu istius brevis. convocatis civibas et cottimu- 
luboB civitatis domini regis Waterfbrd. de communi assensu 
et ccmsolio,- o^qpcmdemus quoad contenta in hoc brevi, quod 
npn t^nemur juxta Iibertate% privilegia, j^ra, leges et coii« 
suetu<^nes civitatis prxdict», nee teniae iiibemiae, aliquosde 
civitate praedicta eugere, nee mittere ad partes Anglise, ad 
PbHianfenta seu consilin in An^ia tenenda ; tamen ob re« 
wrenitiam domini nostri regis Angliae itlustrissimi, & prop- 
ter ui^ntissimam necessitatem ^i^lft terF» jam imminentem, 
ad praesen^ ; salvia nobis, & terrae prsedictsd magnatibus & 
eommunibus juribus^ pritiDi^is, tibertalibus, le^ibus ^ 
consuetudinibus suis praedictis, eoncedimus WillieliHo 
C!haundfaun& Gb^do Forstalis^ per noselfectisy^ pro- 
ficiscendum ad jfiarte^ Angliae ibidem coram d<Mnitio nostro 
hsge comparend. plenaiii potq^tatem, ad tractandum consu- 
lendum & cpncordandum super salvaiione S(, defenstone S^ 
bona gubernatione (fictae civitatisac terr^ predicts ; exc^t. 
tamen quod n<xi, eoncedimus prasdictis ftunciis seu ele<?tis 
ejusdasi civitatis, potestatem concedendi aliqu^ onera seu 
Bubsidia^^up^ nos seu cives & communes civitatis praeiictes 
ad prafesens, & hoc tarn propter paupertatem nostro^m, quam 
propter misas, & expensas, ac sumptus, ouos qtiasi cqtidie 
tntalla^tos ievand. depcaedidtis eommunibus dictad civitatis , « 

quam m aliis sumptibus & expensis, qubs circa ddfehsionem 
civitatis prasdictie nece^sario apponere oportebit : qua? tamen, 
iicet juxta civium ac communitatis totius civitatis praBdicta 
poiBse apponantur, non suflliciunt ad xlecimam partem sump-^ 
tus ft expensanim, qua^, circa guerras ac resistentiam inimi'« 
corum & rebellium domini nostri regis, oivium ac commu- 
nitatis, & defensionen;! ejusdem civitatis, apponi oportet, ^ 
ob causas prasdictas, & alias qnam plurimos per praQdictOa 
electos seu Auncios civitatis prdediqta&, coram domino nostro 
inege in Anglia declarandas, aliter adpraesens re$pondere noit 
possjmus. 

-CoNSiMiLB breve dirigitqr mcyori & bo^ltivis civitatis 
Lyrtier. sUb eadem cl^a. 

Teitoh returni brevis prasdicti sequitt|r in h«pc yerba : 
Nomina duc^rum oivium eleoton^m, habentium' sullici* 
entem potestatem, tam pyo se, quam pro civibus & commu- 
iiibus civitatis Lymer. j^ traotandum, cqmuleiidum & . 
concordandum,* ciim donnao nqstro rege, citnv fest?mi puri-e 
iicationis beatae MuriBB pro:^' futur', ubicumqwe tunc ftierit 
m Anglia, prout istud breve requirit, videlicet Henricus 
Bercley & Tnomes Kildare. 

Vot. I. ^B CONSIMTLS 
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CoHBiMiLE biey^ diiigitur nuyori & tMUiYiB cintaii»siUB 
Cork, gub eadenv data. 

Tbhor returni brevis pnBdicti sequitur inhec T^irbat 

WiLLiELMUs Dalton, & Johaiines Droupe sunt dbcti, 
de essendo coram domino reffe,<& connlio suo m Anuria, fld 
tractandum, consulendum & cfmcordaiidum, prout hre^m 
reqairit. ^ . 

CoNsmiLE breve diriptur superiori & pneposito v31«.d« 
Kilkemn. &c. mutatis mutandis, ut 8U|)ra, sub eadem data. 

Tenor letumi breris prsBdicti sequitur in hiec v^rba: 

RoBERTUS F1.0DE & Johannes Ledrad electi sunt, 
per superioiem pnepoBitum, & buigeoseft yilke KUkemi* 
ad tnuiafretandum Tersus dominum fcfmsi in AngUa Sr 
Msend. coram dicto doniiiia rage S(, ccmmuio suo ibidem, ad 
diem in hoc bravi contentam, ad faciendimi, pvout breve 
vequirit :. salvis libertatibus & liberis consuetumnibus tema 
HiDemi», & vilbe prmUctfle. 

CoKBiitiaB breve dirigiiur superiori & boUivia villae de 
Rosee sub eadem data, 

Tbmor reCumi brevis praedicti oecittitur in hapc verba & 

ExECUTio istius. brevis fiiLCta est in hac forma qua se- 
quitur, videlicet: 

WiLi^iELifus Rtktxi. & WiUiehnus. Seymor sunt 
duo electi^ ad respondendum pro villa de .Rosse, prout breve 
requirit. 

CoNsiMiLB breve dirigitur superiori 8i baUivis vill« de 
Wevs sub eadem data. 

Tenor returni brevis praedicti 8ec}uitur in tec verba* 

Jacobus Fretnsh cc Lauietitius Bron buifgenses vil« 
lae We^ electi sunt, per smperioreni, ballivos & oommuni« 
taton villae Wejs : qni quid^m Jacobus et Laurentius po- 
testatem babcsit, ad tractandum, consulei^um, & ordinan- 
dum. tarn prt> seipws, quam communibus villas praedictar, 
& aa esdendum coram domine rege et consilia suo m Anglia, 
fibicunque fuerit, citra (}uindeiiam purificationisbeatae^ Ma- 
riae, prout breve requirit. 

CoNSiMiLE breve diri^tur superiori & ballivis viUaede 
Yoghill sub eadem data. 

Tenor returni brevis praedicti sequitur in hare verba: 

ViRTUTB hujus mandati, eligi fecimus Bemaffdum Ba« 
let &Ricardum Cristofre, plenam potestatem Jipstram ha- 
bentes, pro nobis & cemmunitate vulae de Yoghill, ad trac<* 
tandum, consulendum, &concordandum, coram exceUentie* 
simo domtnonostro lege, & .discretissimo consiUo.stto Anjgliae, 
secundum fonnam & temnrem hujus infrasoripti mandati. 

Et quia pi*n?fato gubematori & custodi, bc consiHo Hi- 
bernis praedicto videbatur majus autenticumesse^ ad nqp- 
tia-f»«aicu versus dominum regem, & dictum consiUttm su- 

um 
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WD in Anglla, sub ma^no siriUo dicti doanini tepa in Ifi* 
bernia, quam aliquo alio modo transmittend, de ayisameato 
& ordinatione dictomm guberaatoris & custodis^ bc consilii 
xe^sia Hibemia magnum sigillum domini reffA in HSbemia 
furaedicla, praesentibus in praemisBontm testimoiuum est appo* 
situm* 

Dat.' apu4 Cassell xx. die Martii, anno r^^ni refps 
EdwMrdi Tertii^jpost conc^uestiim re^ sui Angfise qmn- 
qnagessimo^ & Francix tncesimo aeptioio. 
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